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Tarvin and Ashton Scout Group had contacted the Parish Council as they were looking for funding 
to replace their camping stoves and sought funding of £220 toward this.  Cllr Mitchell reported 
that he had written back to confirm that the Parish Council have a grant giving policy but 
unfortunately the opportunity to apply for a grant had now closed for this year and suggested that 
the Scouts also contact Tarvin Parish Council.  Cllr Mitchell then confirmed that the Scouts had 
found funding internally.   
 
Cllr Dossett also confirmed that the Scouts had now got their solicitor liaising with United Utilities 
on the onto transferring of the leasehold for the land off Peel Lane. 
 
Incident in the park – a resident contacted the Parish Council following an incident in the Park 
when their partner was passing bags over the fence, between the play area and car park, and trod 
on this nail with the wood still attached. – this information has been forwarded to AHSRA for them 
to action.  
 
EXTERNAL MATTERS 
Meeting with PCSO James Hannath, 21st April 2026 – Cllr Mitchell, Cllr Eadie and Cllr Ridgley 
reported upon a recent meeting with PCSO Hannath that had been held in the Golden Lion to 
discuss area’s of concern the Parish Council.  It was reported that PSCO Hannath had already 
identified ‘speeding’ as an issue for the parish and was undertaking regular monitoring. 
 
The clerk highlighted the next meeting with PC Owain Hughes was due to take place on 27th May 
between 1800 – 1900 at Manley Village Hall and sought a representative from the Parish Council 
to attend this meeting.  Cllr Eadie and Cllr Ridgley to potentially attend this meeting.  
ACTION: Clerk to check if this meeting is still taking place.  
 
Is it possible for James Hannath to report the lack of white lines on the junction of A54/Ashton 
Lane due to the potential for accidents.  
 
Neighbourhood Plan Area approval - It was reported that Kelsall Parish Council had contact the 
Parish Council with regards to a small area off Hollands Lane that is in the parish of Ashton Hayes 
and Horton-cum-Peel but originally sat in the parish of Kelsall when Kelsall was writing it’s 
neighbourhood plan.  Kelsall Parish Council are currently looking to revise their neighbourhood 
plan and therefore sought the confirmation of Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council 
that this land could stay within the Kelsall and Willington NP Area.  This was discussed and it was 
unanimously RESOLVED 26/004 that the Parish Council agreed to keep this land within the 
designated area of Kelsall and Willington’s Neighbourhood Plan and it should continue to be 
treated as undeveloped Green Belt land.  
 
West Cheshire Town and Parish Council Conference 2026 – Wednesday 17th June 2026 at Room 
One, Hartford Golf Club, Burrows Hill, Northwich CW8 3AP between 4.00pm and 6.30pm it was 
confirmed that Cllr Mitchell would attend to represent the Parish Council. ACTION: Cllr Dossett to 
confirm to the clerk if he is able to attend.  
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES. 
It was proposed by Cllr Dossett and seconded by Cllr Craven and unanimously RESOLVED 
26/005 that Cllr P Mitchell, as Chairperson, sign the minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 13th 
April 2026 as a true and correct record. 
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ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING 
The Action List dated 13th April 2026 was circulated with the agenda for the attention of Parish 
Councillors.  

 Parish Council had spoken with the Primary School about considerate parking. 
 Cllr Mitchell had send letter to UU, via the clerk, about clearer signage on road closure 

in Delamere Forest, United Utilities responded immediately and Cllr Mitchell discuss the 
issues and concerns with UU.  UU undertook to review the signage to see if it could be 
improved.   It was noted that no changes had been made following this discussion and 
it was suggested that Cllr Mitchell contact UU again. 

 Clerk had responded to CWaC regarding Ashton Hayes Cricket Club. 
 Cllr Ridgley had spoken with AHMCS to see if the residents survey responses could be 

collated with them. 
 Clerk had reported the closed footpath due to the badger damage being open and in 

use, together with the request for a site meeting with the landowner prior to work being 
undertaken and chased with the PROW on 23rd and the PROW had responded to say 
that the footpath does needs to be closed again, and he is raising a job to cover the 
holes as a temporary solution. 

 Cllr Kinsey reported via the clerk, that Cheshire West and Chester had now confirmed 
that the tree overhanging on Gongar Lane was their responsibility and agreed to 
undertake any work required. 

The following items were reported and closed on the action list: 
 Pay invoices 
 Put minutes on website 
 Response submitted to Planning Department for 26/00966/CAT, 26/00898/FUL & 

26/00815/FUL 
 
All other actions remain outstanding and will be brought to future meetings. 
 
PLANNING 
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 01/05/2026.  
 
It was noted that the following planning application had received a determination from the 
principle authority since the last meeting: 

 23/02826/FUL – Timadon, Delamere Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8AH – Relocation, extension 
and conversion of existing built form to create a single unit of holiday accommodation – 
approved.   

 
It was noted that responses to the following planning application had been submitted since the 
last meeting:- 

 26/00898/FUL - 4 Old Hall Court Ashton Hayes Chester CH3 8BS - Installation of two 
dormers both side elevations to first floor and application of render.  The Parish Council had 
submitted a response in neutral to this application. 

 26/00815/FUL – Peel Hall, Gongar Lane, Mouldworth CH3 8AY – Retrospective change of 
use of building from agriculture to commercial stud use.  The Parish Council had submitted 
a neutral response to this application. 
 

It was reported that the following planning application had been received since the agenda had 
been sent out:- 
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 26/01084/FUL - 19 Pentre Close, Ashton Hayes, Chester, CH3 8BR - Conversion of an 
existing garage into bedroom accommodation with a pitched roof and rooflight, alterations 
to windows and doors, rendering to all elevations, and demolition of existing conservatory.  
The Parish Council agreed to submit a neutral response to this application. 

 
It was reported that the following planning application had gone to appeal since the last meeting:- 

 26/00043/REF (25/03884/AGR) – Land at Old Lane, Ashton Hayes, Chester – Erection of 
steel framed agricultural shed.   

 
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 2025-26 
The clerk provided the meeting with a summary report regarding the finances for 2025-26.  This 
included the end of year cashbook, bank reconciliation, explanation of significant variances and 
explanation for the high reserves.   
 
Cllr Dossett requested that the Loan to the golden Lion needs to be added to the Asset Register to 
record a non-capital item of £100,000 loan (Financial Assets), Golden Lion Shares need to be 
included also. 
 

Annual Internal Audit Report – the council noted the Annual Internal Audit report that was signed 
by the Internal Auditor. 
Governance Statement – RESOLVED 26/006 – that the council agree to all points on the 
Governance Statement Section 1 of the Annual Governance Statement for 2025-26. 
Accounting Statement – RESOLVED 26/007 – that the council agree the accounting statement 
for 2025-26. 
Notice of Public Rights – RESOLVED 26/008 - that the RFO signed the notice of Public Rights to 
take place between 3rd June 2026 & 14th July 2026. 
 
ACCOUNTS 
Cashbook & Outturn  
The year-to-date Cashbook and Outturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 20/04/2026.  
 
Insurance Renewal  
The Clerk reported that she had obtained quotes from two insurance companies for Parish Council 
insurance for 2026-27.  Cllr Dossett proposed, Cllr Mitchell seconded and in was unanimously 
RESOLVED 26/009 that the Parish Council move to Zurich Town and Parish for their insurance 
for 2026-27. 
 
Cllr Mitchell asked for confirmation that the Parish Council had sufficient insurance in place with 
this new provider to cover the items they owned that would be stored at AHSRA.  It was 
confirmed that as those items were on the Parish Council’s Asset Register they would be covered 
by the insurance. 
 
Internal Audit Report 
The Clerk reported that the Internal Audit had been completed. The comments and 
recommendations from the internal auditor were as follows:-  
 
Recommendations of previous auditor have been carried out satisfactorily. 
 
The council operates a good system of internal control and governance and the Internal Auditor 
was satisfied that the accounts and systems used comply with the standard expected of the 
Council. 
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Cllr Mitchell highlighted the following item for noting:- 
Payroll/HR – No evidence of employment contract, appraisals etc – it was agreed that the clerk 
should include a redacted contract and minutes noting when appraisal has taken place in the 
future.   
 
The Parish Council also noted the recommendation to complete an intermediate mid-year audit 
however decided that they felt confident there was sufficient levels of reporting and scrutiny on a 
month basis and therefore did not consider this to be required at this time.   
 
Regular Payments for Approval 
It was proposed by Cllr Varey seconded by Cllr Craven and unanimously RESOLVED 26/010 that 
the list of regular payments be approved for payment in between meetings in-line with the 
budget. 
 
Clerk's Salary + HMRC PAYE Pension 
Payment 
Internal Audit Fees 
External Audit Fees 
Payroll Services 
Website and Domain Name Parish Meeting 
Gardening 
Clerk's Expenses 
Training 
Chairman's Allowance 

CHALC Membership 
Other Memberships 
Data Protection Subscription Around Ashton 
Costs  
Grants 
Community cleanup Community Events 
Plastic Free Village 
Planting – Wildflowers & Daffodil 
Flood Mitigation 
Ad Hoc Beneficial items (S137) 

 
To note income received and expenditure paid out since the last meeting. 
Proposed by Cllr Dossett and seconded by Cllr Craven and unanimously RESOLVED 26/011 that 
the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to the meeting for approval as 
set out below: 
 

Income received since the last meeting for noting: Gross 
Amount Comment 

15/04/2026 Compound Interest £53.63 Skipton's Interest Payment April 
        

Payments made since the last meeting for approval   

Date Payable to Net Amount VAT Gross 
Amount Comment 

23/04/2026 University 
of Chester £330.00 £0.00 £330.00 Printing of Residents Survey 

            
Payments not yet made for approval:-   

Payable to Net Amount VAT Gross 
Amount Comment 

Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £876.34 £0.00 £876.34 Salary Tax Point 2 
Zurich Town and Parish 
Council Insurance £363.00 £0.00 £363.00 Annual Parish Council Insurance 

Parish Online £340.00 £68.00 £408.00 
Annual Website Services and 
Domain Registration 

Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £14.60 £0.00 £14.60 Expenses 
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GOLDEN LION COMMUNITY BENEFIT SOCIETY – Cllr Dossett proposed that the Parish 
Council spend £240 on shelving for the storage of their assets in the Pavilion, this was seconded 
by Cllr Mitchell and unanimously RESOLVED 26/012. 
ACTION: Clerk to arrange the purchase and liaise with Ian Ridgley for the delivery. 
 
HIGHWAYS  
Speeding Update – It was reported that the Amber flashing lights that we reported as not working 
outside the school was also raised with the Highways Engineer and they confirmed that there is a 
technical issue with the amber flashing lights relating to the closure of TWM which has resulted in 
the lights not working.  CWaC are currently looking at what action they take – either speak to 
Roadside Technology or install amber lights from another provider – therefore the advisory 20mph 
will not be installed until this issue is rectified – this affects the 20mph advisory outside the school 
and not the Parish Council’s 20mph speed reduction.    
 
Information had been sought from CWaC and Willington Parish Council in relation to the 
installation of pole mounted VAS Machines.  
 
The clerk reported that following speaking with the Highways Engineer CWaC’s stance was that if 
the Parish Council purchased a post mounted SID and installed two poles then when the SID was 
not in use in one location the pole would need to be removed.  This was felt not to be a workable 
solution as there would be significant costs to the Parish Council for this.  Therefore, it was 
discussed and decided that the Parish Council should purchase one pole mounted SID and locate it 
on Church Road and rotate it every two months.   
 
It was proposed by Cllr Eadie and seconded by Cllr Dossett that the Parish Council purchase a 
solar panel, pole mounted SID, this was unanimously RESOLVED 26/013. 
ACTION: Clerk to find out from CWaC how much it will cost to install a pole or provide another 
contractor to install the pole. 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
Pink Poo Campaign – it was reported that the Pink Poo Campaign run in April around the village 
had identified that Whitegate Lane footpath down to the kissing gate was by the far the worst 
location for dog waste not being removed.  Cllr Varey undertook to include something in the next 
edition of Around Ashton highlighting the issues and reminding people to that they must pick up 
any dog foul waste.   
ACTION: Ask CWaC to see if they have larger dog fouling signs that we can use.  
ACTION: Feedback as to why the dog foul that was reported was not all picked up.  
 
PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
Roles and Responsibilities  
RESOLVED 26/014 – That the following roles and responsibilities of the Parish Council were 
agreed for 2026-27: 
 

 Planning Committee – The advisory sub-group consisting of Cllr Dossett, Cllr Ridgley and 
Cllr Craven consider new applications.  The Clerk to circulate new applications to the whole 
council for information. 

 Around Ashton – Cllr Varey, Cllr Craven 
The newsletter will continue to be a standing item on Parish Council agendas and 
contributions to the writing of pieces from other Cllrs would still be appreciated. 

 Tarvin Educational Foundation – Cllr Craven 
 AHSRA – Cllr Ridgley. 
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 Cheque signatories – Cllr Varey, Cllr Dossett, Cllr Mitchell 
 Footpaths – Cllr Kinsey and Cllr Arnold 
 Highways matters - All Parish Councillors to act as appropriate 
 Speedwatch Liaison – Cllr Eadie 
 Health & Safety Lead – Cllr Craven 
 Financial Lead – Cllr Dossett 
 Risk Assessment Lead – Cllr Mitchell 
 Electronic Communications Lead – Cllr Varey 
 Community Response and Resilience Planning (Red Watch Team) – Cllr Mitchell (Lead), Cllr 

Eadie & Cllr Varey  
 Community Clean-Up – Cllr Varey, Cllr Arnold & Cllr Craven 
 Staffing Committee –Cllr Dossett (Chair), Cllr Mitchell & Cllr Craven 

 

Flooding Working Group – Cllr Eadie, Cllr Mitchell (Lead), Cllr Varey, Cllr Dossett, Gavin Connery. 
 

Speed Watch Working Group – Cllr Eadie (Lead), David Rounthwaite, Peter Wolveridge, Bob 
Hooks, Nicola Whitelock-Wainwright, Philip Goodall, Alan Goodall, James Lutton, Steve Clapham, 
Jon Critchley, Paul Varey. 
 
Speed Indicator Device Management Working Group – Cllr Arnold, Cllr Eadie & Cllr Ridgley, 
 

Schedule of Meetings 
RESOLVED 26/015: that Parish Council meetings take place on the 2nd Monday in the month, 
starting at 7.15pm in the Parish Rooms unless otherwise advertised.  Dates agreed were: 

Monday 8th June 2026 
Monday 13th July 2026 

Monday 14th September 2026 
Monday 12th October 2026 
Monday 9th November 2026 
Monday 14th December 2026 

Monday 11th January 2027 
Monday 8th February 2027 

Monday 8th March 2027 with Parish Meeting  
Monday 12th April 2027  

Monday 10th May 2027 – Annual (First) Meeting 

 
AROUND ASHTON 
All items for inclusion in the next Around Ashton had been submitted prior to the meeting.   Cllr 
Varey sought clarification on which ‘Message in a bottle’ poster the Parish Council wanted to use 
for Around Ashton. 
 
Around Ashton – Cllr Dossett asked for notification as to when the Around Ashton’s would be 
circulated as he wanted to liaise with Mr Powers regarding distribution in his patch and 
encouraging residents to go paperless.   
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 8th June 2026 at 7.15pm in the 
Parish Room, Golden Lion Community Hub, Kelsall Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8BH. 
 

The meeting closed at 21.31 
 

Signed:............................................................... Dated:............................................... 
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ACTION LIST 
Action: Undertaken by Status 
Public Participation: 
– Monitor progress of the remaining hedge that CWAC are actioning. 
– Monitor CWaC actions to resolve reported faulty streetlights  

 
– Investigate further inconsiderate parking on Church Road in December – monitor 
– Clerk to report to CWaC the narrowing of Grange Road, Old Lane and Gongar Lane 

(bottom end) 

 
ID 
Cllr Craven/ 
Dossett 
Cllr Eadie 

 
 

External Matters: 
- Check if meeting with Police officer on 27th May was still taking place at Manley VH. 
- Respond to Kelsall Parish Council about Neighbourhood Plan Area 

 
Clerk 
Clerk 

 
 

Actions since last meeting: 
- Ask PROW Officer for a site meeting with the landowner prior to any work being 

undertaken. 

 
Clerk 

 

Accounts: 
- Pay approved invoices 

 
– Put minutes on website 
– Put AGAR on website 
– Submit AGAR to External Auditor 
– Publish Notice of Public Rights 

 
Cllrs Dossett / 
Varey / Mitchell 
Clerk 
Clerk 
Clerk 
Clerk 

 
Completed 
 
Completed 
Completed 
Completed 
Completed 

Planning:- 
 

 
 

 
 

Golden Lion Community Benefit Society: 
- Consult with AHSRA and AHCHL regarding the draft agreement for provision of storage 

space. 
- Purchase Racking for storage of Parish Council Assets in the Pavilion 

 
Cllrs Mitchell & 
Dossett 
Clerk 

 

Environmental Matters: 
- Remind Cllr Deynem on all outstanding issues 
- Chase CWaC as to when the Section 19 report will be conducted for the 2024 flooding.  
- Chase with CWaC LLFA for an update as to when they would be applying for funding for 

the proposed additional pipe to remove water from Gongar Lane. 
- Create the early warning action group process as proposed at the recent resident’s 

meeting. 
- Draft action plan for an Early Warning Action Group. 

 
- Cllr Mitchell and Cllr Varey to review the Community Resilience Plan. 

 
- Speak to EA to see if an early warning sensor can be fitted on the culvert – send AA 

article to EA to prompt a response 
- Ask CWaC for larger dog fouling signs 
-  
- Ask CWaC why some of the dog foul was not picked up 

 
Cllr Deynem 
Cllr Deynem/ 
CWaC 
 
Cllr Mitchell 
 
Cllr Mitchel / l 
Dossett 
Cllr Mitchell / Cllr 
Varey 
Cllr Dossett 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emailed 
12-05 
Emailed 
12-05 

Highways: 
- CWaC investigating the flooding on Peel Hall Lane. 
- CWAC to change the status of Shay Lane to be gated 

 
- Obtain quote for two pole mounted SID Machines 
- Seek confirmation from Police Traffic Officer if pole mounted SID machine would be 

acceptable in the locations that PC want 
- Report marketing signs on A54 and Ashton Lane, Ashton Hayes 
- Clerk to find out how much the installation of a pole on Church Road would cost. 

 
CWaC 
CWaC (S 
Bateman) 
Cllr Eadie  
Cllr Eadie 
 
Clerk 
Clerk 

 
Ongoing 
Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
Emailed 
12-05 

PROW:  
- Reported PROW obstructions on AHFP6 Ref: GS632617925 - Badger holes by Baker Way 

path through Cllr Kinsey’s Land CWAC PROW consulting with external Ecologist 

 
PROW officer 
 

 
On-going  
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Parish Council: 
Chase Golden Lion Community Benefit Society regarding registering a charge on the land 
that is currently used as the Car Park at the Golden Lion. 

 
 

 
 
Ongoing 

Edition Publication Date Deadline for Receipt of Articles 

Autumn Monday 31st August 2026 Friday 7th August 2026 

Winter Monday 30th November 2026 Friday 6th November 2026 
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