Around Ashton

Community news from Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council

Summer 2025

On VE Day 80, May 8", there
was a great turnout for the
community event held at the
Playing Field. There was a bar,
sausage and bacon butties and
some very tempting cakes.

We joined thousands of beacon
lighting events across the
country all singing ‘l vow to
Thee my Country’, as an
expression of gratitude to those
who made unimaginable
sacrifices to secure the peace
that we enjoy today and
honouring their legacy by
committing to the values that
they fought for - peace, unity
and reconciliation.

Remembering the role that the
Guides played on the home
front during the war, nursing,
teaching, collecting,
distributing, knitting and
digging, we welcomed the 2"
Tarvin Guides who sang morale-
boosting songs.

Many thanks to the volunteers
who made this community
event possible.

For details of how to book for children’s birthday
parties, gatherings of family and friends, social
groups or meetings see:
https://ashtonhayespc.co.uk/community-info/the-

pavilion/

- B |
i Action on

Climate Change

If you received a paper copy of this edition of Around

Ashton, and you have the facility to receive electronic
copies, we would urge you to register at

https://ashtonhayespc.co.uk/around-ashton/

This will mean you receive your copies earlier, help us to
reduce costs, and help to protect the environment.

This newsletter is produced quarterly by Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council on behalf of residents. If you have a news story please contact us

on aroundashton@ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk. See www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk to download back copies or to request electronic delivery.
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Parish Council Update

Planning Matters

Various questions have been asked over the years as to
whether Planning permission or Building Regulations
apply to garden fences or to roof replacement. The
information below provides a basic insight into these
matters, but, as always with planning or building
regulations, if in doubt ask the Cheshire West and
Chester Council Planning department and get their
advice in writing. Failure to do so could resultin a breach
of the regulations and potentially could lead to difficulties
with house insurance or when selling a house.

Do you need planning permission to put up
a fence?

You will not need to apply for planning permission if you
wish to erect a new; or alter, maintain, improve or take
down an existing fence, wall or gate if all the following
conditions are met:

Height:

e ifitis nextto a highway used by vehicles (or the
footpath of such a highway) that it would not
exceed one metre in height (from ground level);

. it would not exceed two metres in height (from
ground level) if elsewhere;

. if an existing fence, wall or gate already exceeds
the limits above, that its height would not be
increased.

Location

. no part of the site is a listed building or within the
curtilage of a listed building, nor that any part of
the fence, wall, gate or any other boundary
involved, forms a boundary with a neighbouring
listed building or its curtilage.

. In a conservation area, you might need permission
take down a fence, wall or gate. Find out more
about conservation areas and when permission
may be required.

. the right to put up or alter fences, walls and gates
has not been removed by an article four direction
or a planning condition.
https://www.planningdirect.co.uk/find-out-
about/permitted-development/article-4-directions

If any of the above conditions are not met, then you will
need to apply for planning permission.

Hedges

You do not need planning permission for hedges as such,
though if a planning condition or a covenant restricts
planting (for example, on "open plan" estates, or where a
driver's sight line could be blocked) you may need
planning permission and/or other consent.

Building Regulations: Work to existing roof

You do not normally need to apply for planning permission
to re-roof your house or to insert roof lights or skylights.

However, if you want to carry out repairs on or re-cover an
existing pitched or flat roof you will normally need to
submit a building control application if any of the below

apply:

e More than 25 per cent of the total ‘building
envelope’ (walls, floor, roof, windows, door, roof
windows and roof-lights) is affected.

. More than 50 per cent of the roof is affected.

e You carry out structural alterations.

e Thatthe performance of any new covering will be
significantly different to that of the existing covering
in the event of a fire.

e You use a new covering material which increases
the weight of the roof covering by 15 per cent or
more.

e Asaroofis defined as a thermal element, the work
to re-cover a roof should also include for improving
the thermal insulation properties of the roof.
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Parish Council Update

Flooding Update

The Parish Council Flood Working Group continues to
meet monthly and on 27 March 2025, the group met to
commence work on our Flood mitigation plan. We had a
very productive session where we identified a combination
of short, medium and long terms actions and are now
drafting the plan based on the discussions held. Our aim
is to get a final version completed and reviewed before
releasing this to the community.

Following the multi-agency site meeting held on 19
February 2025, primarily at the Kelsall Bypass, a number
of areas of investigation have been identified which could
be contributing to flood events in the village; actions have
been recorded and these are being actively worked on.

There are several other initiatives that we as a council are
actively progressing in other areas of the village which we
hope will work towards alleviating the problems
experienced during flood events.

Community
Clean Up

G EAN

@ "Ehrs

A huge thank you to all the residents

Parish Council Vacancies

Over the last couple of months, a number of parish
councillors have had to step down for a number of
perfectly understandable personal issues. Unfortunately,
this has resulted in there now being only 6 councillors. We
are supposed to have 11 and so there are 5 vacancies.

As long-term residents will know, our parish council has a
track record of getting things done but unless we get new
councillors coming forward we could be in danger of not
having the capacity to keep doing as much as we have
been able to up to now.

Therefore, if you are someone who is passionate about
where we live and is a ‘doer’, PLEASE consider joining us.

The Council meets a minimum of eleven times a year
(Second Monday of every month except August).

We need people who will speak up ... who care about their
community ... and who want to be involved.

If that is YOU, contact the clerk
(clerk@ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk) with your
contact details plus a short explanation as to why you
would like to join the Council.

who turned out on Saturday 29 March
for the spring clean-up. You did a
magnificent job and we hope you
enjoyed the cake afterwards! See you
all in the autumn.

The parish council would also like to
take this opportunity to thank those of
you who regularly pick up litter as you
are walking around the parish. You do
an amazing job in helping to keep the
area so clean and tidy. On behalf of all
residents, THANK YOU

“Exactly a week after Polling Day, | just wanted to write to thank you,
the Pavilion team and the whole Ashton Hayes community for your
hospitality throughout last Thursday. Both Lynne and | were made to
feel so welcome by everyone and we had so many residents asking if
we were OK and checking to see if we needed anything. | even went
home to my husband and said “lI may want to move to Ashton Hayes!”

You have such a wonderful community, lovely residents and even the
inspectors commentated that the pavilion may be the most beautiful
polling station ever with that gorgeous view!

Thank you once again for your outstanding support and making the day
feel so much easier.”
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Parish Council Update

New Parish Council Email Addresses

As the eagle-eyed amongst you may have noticed, the parish council is in the process of moving to a new gov.uk
domain. This means there will be a new website and new email addresses to match. At the moment we are moving over
to the new system and have started using our new email addresses. The current parish councillors are:

Peter Mitchell (Chair) - peter.mitchell@ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk
lan Dossett (Vice Chair) - ian.dossett@ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk
Paul Varey (Vice Chair) - paul.varey@ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk
Barbara Craven - barbara.craven@ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk
Stuart Eadie - stuart.eadie @ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk

Richard Kinsey - richard.kinsey@ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk
Trudy Ryall-Harvey (Clerk) - clerk@ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk

Please note that if you send an email to our old addresses they will still get through to us but we encourage you to start
using the new addresses. Once the new website is ready to launch we will update you about that too.

We are delighted to let you know that the registrations for the 2025 scarecrow trail are coming in and there are
some very interesting titles! If you have already registered, thank you :)

As a reminder, this year's scarecrow frail will be celebrating the 125th anniversary of the publication “The Wizard
of Oz.” As ever, full details on how to take part are available on the website at:

https:/ashtonhayespc.co.uk/community-info/scarecrow-trail/scare crow-trail-2025-home/ STOP PRESS

Important Dates A Pop-up Cafe
will be open in

e Allcompleted registrations must be received by the end of 31st May 2025. the Pavilion over

J All displays must be complete and on show by the end of Thursday 3rd July 2025. the three

e The trail numbers will be delivered and photos taken on Friday 4th July 2025. weekends the

. The trail will be live between Saturday 5th July and Saturday 19th July 2025.

scarecrows are
Pop your thinking cap on, register and let us know what you will be creating!!

on display

We hope you will take part and please spread the word to your neighbours and friends. around the
parish - opening

We are especially keen for local businesses, schools and community groups to take part. times to be

To Register complete this form: https:/forms.gle/b3y6RLwyD2XQoCCu7 confirmed.
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Parish Council Update

Neighbourhood Policing

The parish council has received a letter from the chief
constable containing various pieces of information. We
have included the most relevant items below. The chief
Constable states:

“Force Inspection

Earlier this month (March 2025), His Majesty’s
Inspectorate of Constabulary Fire and Rescue Services
(HMICFRS) published their report and judgement on
Cheshire Constabulary’s performance across the last
three-year period.

Their gradings position Cheshire Police amongst the top
performing forces in the country at delivering policing, and
we achieved six grades of good or outstanding out of a
possible eight.

Whilst these results were pleasing, we are not complacent,
and we continue to strive to be outstanding in all areas.

How we deliver Neighbourhood Policing

At its core, policing is about tackling crime and disorder
and being effective in our response to communities. Each
of the 122 Community areas has a police officer, who is
allocated as part of a Neighbourhood Policing team, to be
an identifiable point of contact for that community.

Police officers are supported by 85 PCSOs (Police
Community Support Officers), who are often a known and
visible presence in your communities.

These officers and PCSQOs work in teams led by a
Sergeant and are overseen by 12 dedicated
Neighbourhood Inspectors. This model enables the teams
to deliver a flexible approach and proportionate response
in line with need. We have found this approach to be more
effective and economical because it gives us agility to
adapt while keeping a strong sense of geographic
ownership.

The Inspectorate said: “The Constabulary has updated its
neighbourhood policing model to improve its standards
and service to the public”.

Crime reporting, incidents and antisocial behaviour should
be reported by the public via our website or by phoning
101 or, in an emergency, 999. Issues reported in this way
may be allocated to the identified neighbourhood

officers through our public contact centre, or other more
specialist resources, or officers on duty at the time who
can attend.

Residents’ Voice

As part of engaging with communities and understanding
their issues, that policing has a role in addressing, we use
a system called ‘Residents’ Voice’. This enables residents
to let us know their views on policing (e.g. speeding) and
can be accessed at any time. The information provided via
Residents’ Voice is used to set local policing priorities
which the named individual officers, and their wider teams
will seek to address.

The Residents’ Voice system is quick and easy to use and
can be found at: www.cheshire.police.uk/residentsvoice

Parish Council Note: The parish council encourages you to
use this to tell the police about policing in your area and
the priorities as you see them. We have been told that the
more times you complete it, the higher up the priority list it
will appear. So, if something is really annoying you, report
it daily and it should become a priority for them.

Future Growth

We will be increasing our neighbourhood policing teams by
introducing problem solving officers from broader local
policing and recruiting an additional 30 police officers to
bolster neighbourhood policing during the financial year
2025-2026. This brings the total number of police officer
posts in Cheshire to 2440 - the highest since Cheshire
Constabulary’s inception.

Named Officer Contacts

The continued investment in Neighbourhood Policing and
growth in this area will allow us to prevent harm and crime
and protect vulnerable people. We understand it is
important to communities to have an identifiable officer
who is familiar with their area and who can be a point of
contact for them. For ease of reference, the current
allocated officer for Ashton Hayes is given below. However,
as these inevitably change over time, up to date details are
available on the police website.”

PC Darren Franks, 4507, Kingsley and Gowy


http://www.cheshire.police.uk/residentsvoice

Ashton Hayes Sports & Recreation Association

The Yellow Brick Road - July 379 to July 19t"

Search for clues to follow in Dorothy’s footsteps as you follow the Yellow Brick Road
free mini trail around the perimeter path as part of the Wizard of Oz themed annual
village scarecrow trail.

A pop-up café will be open in the Pavilion over the three weekends the scarecrows are
about around the parish - opening times to be confirmed.

Saturday July 12t" - Village Fun Day

From 12 noon at the Playing Field. There will be a bar (beers and wine), BBQ and pop-up
café for refreshments - cash please. In addition, there will be a raffle, fun races and a
Tug-of-War. Feel free to enjoy the playground or have a game of boules.

Everyone welcome - free entry and parking - dog friendly event.
You can bring rugs, chairs, gazebos, picnics etc.

Funds raised will go to AHSRA for maintaining the playing field and playground facilities.

COMMUNITY CHOIR

Will be singing
at 7.30 pm on Saturday 5th July 2025

Kingsley Community Centre,
34 Smithy Lane
WAG 8ED

Tickets £7.50
(price includes a hot/cold drink and cake)
to be purchased in advance from choir members.

Ashton Hayes area: contact Aileen Parry on 01829 752458
Kingsley area: contact Peter Storey on 07814 920413

Kelsall area: contact Howard Cruse on 07767 494995



COMMUNITY CHOIR

Ashton Sings is a community choir which attracts members from Ashton Hayes and surrounding
villages. We welcome new members, no audition is required ... just a desire to sing and have fun. We
meet every Monday (term time only) in the Ashton and Mouldsworth Village Hall at 7.30pm.

On March 29th we joined with Kelsborrow Choir and Ashton folk in a joint concert at St John’s Church.

The church was full to capacity and we were delighted the event raised over £1400 for the Golden Lion
Restoration Fund. Thank you to everyone who came along to support us and make the evening such a

success.

We are presently rehearsing for our Summer Concert on July 5th at Kingsley Community Centre where
we will be joined by the delightful little choir from Norley School. Tickets are £7.50 ... see our poster
for purchasing details. The Choir will then take a break for the summer and will be back singing on
September 8th.

We wish everyone a very pleasant sunny summer.

i% Join Our Community Shop Team! {3

Are you looking for a part-time role in a friendly, local environment? Our beloved village
community shop is seeking a dedicated, enthusiastic team member to join us!

E 7 hours every Saturday plus cover for sickness and staff holidays
[ﬂ'l Serving customers, restocking shelves, ordering stock, and assisting with general shop duties
O Be part of a supportive, welcoming team

Friendly and approachable attitude
Excellent customer service skills
Reliability and a strong sense of community

%&' Be part of a valued community asset
‘%}' Meet new people and make a difference
‘i‘& Gain experience in a relaxed, local setting

If you're interested or want to learn more, please drop us a message or pop into the shop!
Ashton Hayes & Mouldsworth Community Shop, Kelsall Road, Ashton Hayes, Chester, CH3 8BH

amcshop@btconnect.com
01829 759023
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Ashton Hayes
Allotment Association

A very different start compared to last year, when we were still bemoaning water logged ground at this
time. 2025’s April sunshine has dried the ground, started the grass growing and even set the
neighbouring pollinators off to a flying start.

As a result, many plots have already received transplanted broad beans and the odd potatoes are
appearing, despite some chilly nights. One determined plot holder, anxious to get ahead of the pack, is
already warming his ground under cloches!

On the more exotic side token shoots of asparagus have been harvested and enjoyed, globe artichokes
have generally come out of winter well and significant quantities of rhubarb have been picked.

Soft fruit looks encouraging with good showings on gooseberry, red and blackcurrant bushes.

After last year’s slug onslaught some commentators predict an easier year - at least the drier weather is
on our side! From the height of their hills, moles threaten to be an early season nuisance.

We have welcomed one new plot holder since the last report, leaving only one person on our waiting list.
However, if anyone is interested in joining the waiting list, please phone David on 01829 752070 or
email: davidrounthwaite @hotmail.com.

Good growing.

-1z — F
'Pr‘:‘l Kelsborrow Choir

ol A Update

Kelsborrow Choir recently performed, alongside Ashton Sings, at St. John's Church. This joint concert was
in aid of raising funds for the Golden Lion restoration. The concert was a sell out and very
successful. Thank you to all who came. Both choirs enjoyed the evening too.

Kelsborrow have just appointed a new Musical Director, John Evans. Some may know him from Hoole
Methodist church. We are now opening a new chapter in the history of our choir. We sincerely wish
Margaret Corlett (our retiring M.D.) every success in her new ventures.

If you would like to come along and join us at any time, please do. We rehearse in the village hall on
Tuesday evening, 7.30pm to 9.30pm. You will be made most welcome. Even if you don't read music, listen
and join in. You will really enjoy our informal company.
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AHSRA
Garage Sale

Fundraiser for the Golden Lion

The Pavilion
Saturday June 14th
11lam til 2pm

Support the final stages of
refurbishment by donating items that
you no longer want and can be sold.

Things can be dropped off at the Pavilion
prior to the day on Thursday June 5th,
Monday June 9th, Tuesday June 10th or
Thursday June 12th between 6:00pm and
8:00pm and also on Saturday June 7th
between 2:00pm and 4:00pm.

Come along on the day to browse,
snap up a bargain and maybe have a
drink and some cake.

Every penny helps.

Exciting Progress at
The Golden Lion!

It’s been a big month!

Solar panels are installed

Flooring and sanitary ware fitted in the
disabled toilets

Ladies’ toilets now tiled, with sinks and
loos in place

Lights are in upstairs (and some
downstairs)

Painting is in full swing!

There’s still woodwork to sand and paint—if
you’d like to lend a hand, get in touch to join
the Painting WhatsApp Group!

We’ve raised nearly £320,000 in Community
Shares - a huge thank you! But to open our
doors this July, we need a final push.

& Buy shares (£250 each) and become
part of this inspiring local journey:
https://goldenlionashtonhayes.co.uk/shares
& Make a donation—every penny brings
us closer!

a-donation/

Let’s bring The Golden Lion back to life —
together!
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Wed 18" - Sat 21

Tarvin Community Centre
7.45 pm

o

with kind permission of Nick Hern books

The Incident Room is set between 1975 and 1981 with the action taking place in the
Millgarth Incident Room, the epicentre of the biggest manhunt in British police
history. The play follows Sergeant Megan Winterburn as she joins hundreds of officers
from different forces, working around the clock to find the man responsible for a
series of brutal murders of women. He soon became known as the Yorkshire Ripper.

With public and political pressure mounting, hundreds of officers must work around the
clock and resort to increasingly audacious attempts to end one man's campaign of
terror. The case was hampered by outdated methods, poor communication, mountains of
paperwork, media pressure, false leads, personal prejudices and misogyny towards both
the victims and the female police officers.

This tense detective drama, offers a fascinating insight into the life of the Incident
Room during the investigation. This compelling play is part real-life crime drama and
part social history.

'Beautifully crafted’ The Guardian
'An engrossing piece of theatre’ British Theatre Guide

Book at www.ahtc.org

Tickets are also available from the Ashton Hayes and Mouldsworth Community Shop


http://www.ahtc.org/
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