
clerk@ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

Ashton Hayes and Horton cum Peel 
Parish Council 

 

 

To the Members of Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council: You are hereby summoned to 
attend the Parish Council Annual (First) Meeting on Monday 11th May 2026 at 7.15pm to be held in the 
Parish Room, Golden Lion Community Hub, Kelsall Rd, Chester CH3 8BH for the transaction of the business 
set out below. 
 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND ALL COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 

Signed   Trudy Ryall-Harvey.   
Clerk  

07/05/2026 

AGENDA 
1. ELECTION OF CHAIR 

AND VICE-CHAIR  
1. Election of Chairman 
2. Election of Vice-Chairman 
3. Councillors to sign their Acceptance of Office 

Chair 

2. APOLOGIES  With explanation  
3. DECLARATION OF 

INTEREST 
Members to declare any interest under the following categories: pecuniary, 
outside bodies and family, friend or close associate. 

Chair 

4. EXCLUSION OF 
PRESS AND PUBLIC 

Council is asked to discuss excluding the Press and public for any item listed 
on the below Agenda. 
The Parish Council may exercise their right to exclude the public and press by resolution from a closed meeting 
due to the confidential nature to be discussed pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960. 

Chair 

5. PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION 

Reports on matters of public concern affecting the Parish. (max. of 5 mins per 
person unless prior agreement with Chair) 
This provides an opportunity for members of the public (who are not usually permitted to speak during the 
meeting except by special invitation of the Chairman) to participate by asking questions, raising concerns or 
making comments on matters affecting Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel. No decision can be taken during 
this session, but the Chairman may decide to refer any matters raised for further consideration.  
N. B Councils cannot lawfully decide items of business that is not specified in the summons/agenda (LGA1972 
Sch 12, paras 10(2)(b) and Longfield Parish Council v Wright (1918) 88 LJ Ch 119 

1. Including email communications from the public 

Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

6. EXTERNAL MATTERS 1. Any external matters received since the agenda was circulated. Clerk/Chair 
7. MINUTES To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th April 26. Chair 
8. ACTIONS To note actions listed and receive additional updates on items not otherwise 

covered on the agenda. 
Chair  

9. PLANNING To note planning applications as listed on the planning register, including 
comments submitted since the last meeting and enforcement matters. 

Chair 

10. ANNUAL 
GOVERNANCE AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY 
RETURN 2025-26 

1. To review the End of Year Summary Report for 2025-26. 
2. To note the Annual Internal Audit Report. 
3. To review and complete the Annual Governance Statement. 
4. To review and sign the Accounting Statement. 
5. To agree the signing of the Exercise of Public Rights 

Chair 
Chair 
Chair 
Chair 
Chair 

11. ACCOUNTS 1. To approve the Cashbook Out-turn Year to Date. 
2. Insurance Renewal – to review and approve the payment. 
3. Internal Audit Report – to note the comments and agree actions required. 
4. To approve the payments that can be made in between meetings for 26-

27. 
5. To note income received and payments made or for approval. 

Clerk 
Clerk 
Clerk 

12. GOLDEN LION To receive a verbal update from the Community Benefit Society. HD 
  



 

 

13. HIGHWAYS Speeding Update – to review a verbal update on issues raised since the last 
meeting.  

SE 

14. ENVIRONMENT Pink Poo Campaign – to receive a verbal report following the recent 
Campaign. 

PV 

15. PARISH COUNCIL 
MATTERS 

1. To agree the roles and responsibilities for the Parish Councillors for 2026-
27. 

2. To agree the schedule of meetings for 2026-27. 

Chair 
 
Clerk 

16. AROUND ASHTON To consider any items for inclusion in next edition of Around Ashton. PV/ BC 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING To be agreed. 
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 Cllr Dossett reported that all batteries had been replaced on the millennium footpath and 
thanked Mr Wolveridge for his assistance with this. 

 
EXTERNAL MATTERS 

 PSCO update and meeting with Neil Fagan – it was reported that correspondence had been 
received confirming the new PCSO for the area as James Hannath. It was also reported 
that correspondence had been received from Chief Inspector Paul Fagan (Chester LPU 
Commander), outlining the new structure. A virtual meeting had been organised and was 
attended by the clerk. 

 
 CWaC have some money allocated for the Ashton Hayes Cricket Club – located off Church 

Road –CWAC have been in touch seeking clarification as to whether there is a cricket 
governing body and field in the area, as they had money allocated for Ashton Hayes Cricket 
Club.  
ACTION: Clerk to respond to CWaC suggesting that the monies should be allocated to 
AHSRA as they have some cricket facilities. 

 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES. 
It was proposed by Cllr Dossett and seconded by Cllr Craven and unanimously RESOLVED 
25/082 that Cllr P Mitchell, as Chairperson, sign the minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 9th 
March 2026 as a true and correct record. 
 

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING 
The Action List dated 9th March 2026 was circulated with the agenda for the attention of Parish 
Councillors.  

 Hedges in Ashton Hayes – it was reported that CWaC had been in contact with the 
residents of the two hedges that remained overgrown and one of the hedges had now 
been resolved. CWaC were starting section 154 (Highway Act) proceedings against the 
owner of the remaining hedge. 

 
 Streetlights – Cllr Craven confirmed she had reported one streetlight in Dunns Lane, 

which has now been resolved. Cllr Dossett had previously reported in February, two 
streetlights in Peel Hall Lane, for which the action remains outstanding. 

 
 Residents Survey Questions relating to the distribution of the Residents Survey were 

brought to the meeting and it was agreed:- 
- When should the survey be circulated? Suggested release date was 5th May 

(beginning of May) 
- How should the survey be circulated? it was agreed that it should be circulated along 

with ‘News from the Pews’ since every household in the village receives a copy. This 
normally goes out at the beginning of May. 

- How long should the survey be live? It was agreed that two weeks should be 
sufficient, with a reminder after one week and another reminder 48 hours before the 
closing date. Reminders to be via NextDoor and posters, where possible. 
ACTION: Cllr Ridgley to speak to the village shop about the completed surveys 
being left at the shop. 

- When should the names be drawn for the prize? It was agreed that names to be 
drawn at the June Parish Council Meeting (suggested voucher to be for Community 
Owned shop/community hub) 
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 Clerk had contacted LLFA to gain a better understanding of the current resident’s flood 
alleviation measures scheme that they are consulting residents about.  
 

 Cllr Dossett reported on communications with David Brown of the Environment Agency 
regarding monitoring of the water level/flow when it exceeds the capacity of the culvert. 
The Environment Agency has received a quote for an early warning system, and they 
are now looking for funding. 

 
 Cllr Varey provided a verbal update from the PROW officer in relation to the ongoing 

closure of footpath AHFP6 Ref: GS63217925 due to Badger holes.  
CWaC have instructed their contractor to make the dormant badger holes safe by laying 
trench boards on the holes in order to get the path reopened as soon as possible. They 
will then discuss with the Ecologist a recommendation to construct tunnels for the live 
sets as he has advised that relocation was not an option. 
ACTION: Report to CWaC that the closed footpath signs are down and the footpath is 
in regular use by walkers. 
ACTION: Clerk to ask for a meeting with the PROW officer and landowner. 

 
The following items were reported and closed on the action list: 

 Pay invoices 
 Put minutes on website 
 Submit response to Planning application 26/00339/FUL & 26/00373/OUT. 
 Information about planning application 26/00373/OUT had been shared on NextDoor, 

Facebook and the PC website 
 Grant Process for 2025-26 – paperwork received from Ashton and Mouldsworth Village 

Hall and the grant process for 2025-26 had now been completed 
 

All other actions remain outstanding and will be brought to future meetings. 
 

PLANNING 
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 31/03/2026.  
 

It was noted that the following planning application has been received since the last meeting: 
 26/00815/FUL - Peel Hall Gongar Lane Mouldsworth Chester CH3 8AY - Retrospective 

change of use of building from agriculture to commercial stud use. 
 

It was noted that the following planning application has been received since the circulation of the 
agenda:- 

 26/00966/CAT – Ivydene, Kelsall Road, Ashton Hayes, Chester CH3 8BH – Holly Tree – 
Removal/felling due to concerns about contact with the neighbouring property garage roof 
and concerns about roots affecting the foundations of a small brick outbuilding on the 
owner’s property over time. Intend to replace the Silver Birch but in a more suitable 
location. – the Parish Councillors wished to support this application. 

 26/00898/FUL - 4 Old Hall Court Ashton Hayes Chester CH3 8BS - Installation of two 
dormers both side elevations to first floor and application of render.  
ACTION Cllrs Craven and Dossett to review 

 

ACCOUNTS 
Cashbook & Outturn  
The year-to-date Cashbook and Outturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 31/03/2026. 
These were accepted subject to amending the Outturn Report (updating the total variances, 
updated cash in bank and update comments for the year).  
 



324 
 

Bank Reconciliation 
RESOLVED 25/083 that the end of year bank reconciliation and bank statements dated 
31/03/2026 were provided to the meeting, reviewed, and accepted and were signed by Cllr 
Kinsey. 
 
To note income received and expenditure paid out since the last meeting. 
Proposed by Cllr Dossett and seconded by Cllr Craven and unanimously RESOLVED 25/084 that 
the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to the meeting for approval as 
set out below: 
 

Income received since the last meeting for noting: 
Gross 
Amount Comment 

14/03/2026 Skipton     £48.36 Compound Interest 
13/03/2026 HMRC VTR     £2,127.86 VAT Rebate for 2025-26 
09/04/2026 CWaC     £19,760.00 Annual Precept Payment 
Payments made between meetings for noting:     
17/03/2026 CHALC     £35.00 Training - Procurement 
17/03/2026 The Golden Lion     £199.00 Refreshments for Parish Meetings 
17/03/2026 The Golden Lion     £42.45 Chairman's Allowance 
            
Payments not yet made for approval:-     

Payable to 
Net 
Amount VAT 

Gross 
Amount Comment 

Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £83.85 £11.00 £94.85 Clerk's Expenses 
HMRC  £215.13 £0.00 £215.13 PAYE 
CHALC £323.60 £0.00 £323.60 Affiliation Fees for 2026-27 
Mrs K Lloyd £60.00 £0.00 £60.00 Annual Internal Audit 
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £635.24 £0.00 £635.24 Salary Tax Point 1 

 
GOLDEN LION COMMUNITY BENEFIT SOCIETY – Cllr Mitchell reported that the Parish 
Council had received a draft of a three-party agreement between AHSRA, AHPC and AHCHL for 
the storage of the Parish Council’s property in the Plant Room of AHSRA’s Pavillion at Queen 
Elizabeth II Recreation Field. Cllr Ridgley suggested that the space be viewed by the Parish 
Council.  
ACTION: Cllr Mitchell and Cllr Dossett to discuss directly with John Hurst any amendments that 
the Parish Council require to the agreement.  
 
HIGHWAYS  
Speeding Update – Cllr Eadie reported that he had received three quotes for a replacement SID 
machine. Cllr Eadie sought confirmation that SID on a pole would be acceptable and if it would be 
possible for Parish Councillors to move them between locations. 
 
Cllr Eadie recommended that a Modula SID be purchased and two locations be prioritized, on 
Church Road and outside AHSRA. 
ACTION: get quote for two pole mounted solar SID machines. 
ACTION: seek confirmation from Police Traffic Officer if pole mounted SID machines would be 
acceptable. 
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Cllr Eadie Proposed that if the project comes back costing £10,000 or less, excluding VAT (or less 
for two pole mounted SID’s) then, subject to approval of pole locations and the cost of installing 
the poles being included within this figure, this project should move ahead. This was seconded by 
Cllr Dossett and unanimously RESOLVED 25/085. 
It was also agreed that the PC would also try to borrow a SID machine, for specific times 
throughout the year, to cover the smaller roads in the village.  
 
ENVIRONMENT 
Flooding – no update.  
 
Hedging Survey – covered earlier in the meeting. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
Policies - the list of policies were reviewed, and volunteers sought to review and bring back to the 
next meeting any recommendations for amendment. 
 

Anti-Harassment & Bullying Policy No-changes 

Communications Protocol Policy No-changes 

Community Engagement Policy Amended policy circulated around the Parish 
Council for agreement 

Complaints Policy 
Amended policy circulated around the Parish 
Council for agreement 

Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion Policy Amended policy circulated around the Parish 
Council for agreement 

Grant Award Policy No-changes 

Health & Safety Policy 
Amended policy circulated around the Parish 
Council for agreement  

Information and Data Protection Policy Amended policy circulated around the Parish 
Council for agreement 

Information Retention and Archiving Policy 
Amended policy circulated around the Parish 
Council for agreement 

Investment Policy No-changes 

Privacy Policy No-changes 

Reserves Policy No-changes 

Scheme of Delegation Policy No-changes 

Staff Absence Policy No-changes 

Training and Development Policy No-changes 

Volunteer Policy & Procedures Changes proposed and circulated around the 
Parish Council for agreement prior to the meeting 

Zero Tolerance Policy No-changes 

Website Accessibility Statement No-changes 
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Disciplinary Procedures No-changes 

Financial Regulations No-changes 

Planning Committee No-changes 

Publication Scheme Changes proposed and circulated around the 
Parish Council for agreement prior to the meeting 

Staff Grievance Policy & Procedures Links updated otherwise no changes 

Standing orders Changes proposed and circulated around the 
Parish Council for agreement prior to the meeting 

Staffing Committee No-changes 

 
It was therefore proposed by Cllr Dossett, seconded by Cllr Craven, and unanimously RESOLVED 
25/086 that the policies with the amendments that had been circulated be adopted. They would 
be reviewed again in 2027. 
 
Scarecrow Trail – It was confirmed that the Golden Lion was going to run the Scarecrow Trail this 
year. The theme will be a choice between the World Cup football or World cup countries. That 
way people can either do a football themed one or a geographically/culturally themed one. It was 
confirmed that Cllr Kinsey would supply straw again for anyone that would like it. 
 
AROUND ASHTON 
Items for inclusion in the next Around Ashton were:- 

- Lions – Message in a bottle - PM 
- Speeding Update - SE 
- Electricity – Scottish Power - ID 
- Pink Poo – update PV 
- Openreach – update PV 
- Giant Hogweed – make residents aware RA 
- Flood Update – ID – depending on if there is anything positive to update. 
- Footpath closure – remind people if it is still closed - PV 

 
It was noted that all articles needed to be returned to Cllr Varey by 4th May 2026 for any PC 
written articles and 8th May 2026 for all other articles. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 11th May 2026 at 7.15pm in the 
Parish Room, Golden Lion Community Hub, Kelsall Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8BH. 
 
Meeting closed to Press, Public and Clerk. 
 
Staffing Committee The Chair explained that the staffing committee had discussed the idea of 
offering a contributory Pension Scheme to the Clerk. It was explained that if an employee earns 
more than £10,000 per annum, the employer is obliged to offer ‘auto enrolment’ into a pension 
scheme. Although the pay received from the Clerk’s role as the Ashton Hayes and Horton cum 
Peel clerk does not yet exceed this figure, the Staffing Committee had agreed that, subject to the 
agreement of the full Council, the Parish Council as a good employer, should offer such a scheme. 
The recommendation was for a 5% contribution from the Clerk, matched by the same from the 
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Council. NEST pensions would offer such a scheme which would not be expected to cost the PC 
more than an additional £500 per annum. The Parish Council unanimously RESOLVED 25/087 
agreed to the recommendation. 
ACTION: Chair to advise the Clerk of the agreement of the recommendation and to liaise on the 
setting up of the scheme 
 

The meeting closed at 21.48 
 

Signed:............................................................... Dated:............................................... 
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ACTION LIST 
Action: Undertaken by Status 
Public Participation: 
– Monitor progress of the remaining  hedge that CWAC are actioning. 
– Monitor CWaC actions to resolve reported faulty streetlights  

 
– Investigate further inconsiderate parking on Church Road in December – monitor 
- Speak to PV and ask him to speak to school about considerate parking when speed van 

is out. 
- Send letter to UU about clearer signage on road closure in Delamere Forest 

 
ID 
Cllr Craven/ 
Dossett 
Cllr Eadie 
Cllr Eadie 
 
Cllr Mitchell/Clerk 

 
 

External Matters: 
- Respond to CWaC regarding money allocated to the Ashton Hayes Cricket Club 

 
Clerk 

 
Completed 

Actions since last meeting: 
- Speak to AHMCS to see if the residents survey responses could be collated with them? 
- Report to CWaC that the closed footpath due to badger damage is open and being 

used. 
- Ask PROW Officer for a site meeting with the landowner prior to any work being 

undertaken. 

 
Cllr Ridgley 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

 

Accounts: 
- Pay approved invoices 

 
– Put minutes on website 

 
Cllrs Dossett / 
Varey / Mitchell 
Clerk 

 
Completed 
 
Completed 

Planning:- 
Planning Committee to review Planning Applications:- 26/00815/FUL and 26/00898/FUL 
 
Submit response to 26/00815/FUL, 26/00966/CAT and 26/00898/FUL when available 

 
Planning 
Committee 
Clerk 

 
 

Golden Lion Community Benefit Society: 
- Consult with AHSRA and AHCHL regarding the draft agreement for provision of 

storage space. 

 
Cllrs Mitchell & 
Dossett 

 

Environmental Matters: 
- Remind Cllr Deynem on all outstanding issues 
- Chase CWaC as to when the Section 19 report will be conducted for the 2024 flooding.  
- Chase with CWaC LLFA for an update as to when they would be applying for funding for 

the proposed additional pipe to remove water from Gongar Lane. 
- Create the early warning action group process as proposed at the recent resident’s 

meeting. 
- Draft action plan for an Early Warning Action Group. 

 
- Cllr Mitchell and Cllr Varey to review the Community Resilience Plan. 

 
- Speak to EA to see if an early warning sensor can be fitted on the culvert – send AA 

article to EA to prompt a response 
- Double check if gullies that had been reported to CWaC have been actioned  

 
Cllr Deynem 
Cllr Deynem/ 
CWaC 
 
Cllr Mitchell 
 
Cllr Mitchel / l 
Dossett 
Cllr Mitchell / Cllr 
Varey 
Cllr Dossett 
 
Cllr Dossett 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highways: 
- CWaC investigating the flooding on Peel Hall Lane. 
- CWAC to change the status of Shay Lane to be gated 

 
- Obtain quote for two pole mounted SID Machines 
- Seek confirmation from Police Traffic Officer if pole mounted SID machine would be 

acceptable in the locations that PC want 
- Report marketing signs on A54 and Ashton Lane, Ashton Hayes 

 
CWaC 
CWaC (S 
Bateman) 
Cllr Eadie  
Cllr Eadie 
 
Clerk 

 
Ongoing 
Ongoing 

PROW:  
- Reported PROW obstructions on AHFP6 Ref: GS632617925 - Badger holes by Baker Way 

path through Cllr Kinsey’s Land CWAC PROW consulting with external Ecologist 

 
PROW officer 
 

 
On-going  
 

Parish Council: 
Chase Golden Lion Community Benefit Society regarding registering a charge on the land 
that is currently used as the Car Park at the Golden Lion. 

 
 

On-going 

Around Ashton: 
-  
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Edition Publication Date Deadline for Receipt of Articles 

Summer Monday 1st June 2026 Friday 8th May 2026 

Autumn Monday 31st August 2026 Friday 7th August 2026 

Winter Monday 30th November 2026 Friday 6th November 2026 
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CASH BOOK

Balance brought forward £39,949.74
PLUS: Receipts £126,567.27
LESS: Payments -£130,386.45

£36,130.56

BANK

Barclays Current Account £2,134.96
Barclays Deposit Account £2,893.76
Skipton's Community Saver Account £31,101.84

£36,130.56

Parish Council Minutes are available at:- https://ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk/meetings/ 

Information included:

Ashton Hayes and Horton cum Peel
Parish Council

Clerk & RFO - Trudy Ryall-Harvey from 1st April 2025 - 31st March 2026
Email: clerk@ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk

Mobile: 07784 486 767

Peter Mitchell
Email: peter.mitchell@ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk

General Power of Competence: The Council adopted the General Power of Competence 
at their Annual Meeting on 15th May 2023, Resolution 23/008, page 88 of the Minutes 

Bank Reconciliation (below)

Significant variances explanation

Year End Accounts

Asset Register

Risk Assessment

Chairman for Year 2025-26

























Smaller authority name: ASHTON HAYES AND HORTON-CUM-PEEL PARISH 
COUNCIL 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION 

OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & 
ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2026 
 

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27  
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 

NOTICE NOTES 
 
 
1. Date of announcement Monday 1st June 2026(a) 

2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return (AGAR) needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by 
Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd.  The unaudited AGAR has been 
published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor, 
it is subject to change as a result of that review.  
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the 
accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all 
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating 
to those records must be made available for inspection by any person 
interested. For the year ended 31 March 2026, these documents will be available 
on reasonable notice by application to: 
 

(b)  Mrs T Ryall-Harvey (Clerk) 
 07784 486 767 
 Clerk@ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 
commencing on (c) Wednesday 3 June 2026   

 
 

and ending on (d) Tuesday 14 July 2026   
 

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have: 
 

 The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting 
records; and 

 The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which 
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to 
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice 
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the 
smaller authority. 
 

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for 
this purpose between the above dates only. 
 

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor 
under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the 
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s Code of Audit Practice 
2024.  The appointed auditor is: 

 
PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team) 
30 Churchill Place 
London E14 5RE 
(sba@pkf-l.com) 
 

5. This announcement is made by (e) Mrs T Ryall-Harvey (RFO) 
 

 
 
(a) Insert date of placing of the notice 
which must be not less than 1 day before 
the date in (c) below 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
(b) Insert name, position and 
address/telephone number/ email 
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or 
other person to which any person may 
apply to inspect the accounts 

 
(c) Insert date, which must be at least 1 
day after the date of announcement in (a) 
above and exactly 30 working days 
before the date appointed in (d) below 

 
(d) The inspection period between (c) 
and (d) must be 30 working days 
inclusive and must include the first 10 
working days of July. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(e) Insert name and position of person 
placing the notice – this person must be 



the responsible financial officer for the 
smaller authority 

 

LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS 
 

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local 
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities. 
 
The basic position 
 
The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller 
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act 
and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller 
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.  

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting 
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related 
documents. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also 
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising 
your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs. 
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council 
tax. 

The right to inspect the accounting records 
 
Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local 
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all 
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You 
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or 
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the 
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) – (10) of the Act explains what is meant 
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial 
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to 
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should 
nevertheless be disclosed.  
 
When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them, 
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the 
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect 
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their 
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement 
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may 
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection 
during which all smaller authorities’ accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-14 July 
2026 for 2025/26 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of 
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting 
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that 
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.  
 
The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records 
 
You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the 
details. If you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law. 
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to 
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require 
investigation beyond the auditor’s remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local 
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records 
that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external 
auditor about the accounting records.  



The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for 
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The 
advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the 
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here 
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking 
the external auditor questions.  

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know 
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the 
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions 
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.  

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial 
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external 
auditor can only answer ‘what’ questions, not ‘why’ questions. The external auditor cannot answer 
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item 
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To 
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.  

The right to make objections at audit 
 
You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you 
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there 
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority’s finances. A local government elector 
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is 
unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external 
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why 
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor 
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not 
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to 
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the 
smaller authority. The notice must include: 
 

 confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority’s area; 
 why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely; 
 details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and 
 details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest 

report. 
 
Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor 
to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.  
 
A final word 
 
You may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller 
authority.  You should take such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or 
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions 
and objections.  In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor 
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is 
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is 
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal to the courts against 
an auditor’s decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you 
will have to pay for the action yourself. 
 

For more detailed guidance on public rights and 
the special powers of auditors, copies of the 
publication Local authority accounts: A guide to 
your rights are available from the NAO website. 

 
If you wish to contact your authority’s appointed 
external auditor please write to the address in 
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and 
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance & 
Accountability Return. 









REGULAR PAYMENTS APPROVED 

Frequency Total Approved for Year
Clerk's Salary + HMRC PAYE Monthly Up to budget amount.
Pension Payment Monthly via D/D
Internal Audit Fees Yearly Up to budget amount.
External Audit Fees Yearly Up to budget amount.
Payroll Services Monthly via D/D Up to budget amount.
Website and Domain Name Yearly Up to budget amount.
Parish Meeting annually Up to budget amount.
Gardening Bi-annually Up to budget amount.
Clerk's Expenses Monthly Up to budget amount.
Training Monthly up to budget amount.
Chairman's Allowance As received Up to budget amount.
CHALC Membership annually Up to budget amount.
Other Memberships annually Up to budget amount.
Data Protection Subscription annually Up to budget amount.
Around Ashton Costs Quarterly Up to budget amount.
Grants Annually Up to budget amount. 
Community cleanup Bi-annually Up to budget amount. 
Community Events As received Up to budget amount. 
Plastic Free Village As received Up to budget amount. 
Planting Bi-annually Up to budget amount. 
Flood Mitigation As received Up to budget amount. 
Ad Hoc  Beneficial items (S137) As received Up to budget amount. 

Proposal is to pass one resolution to approve regular payments as per the set budget and delgate 
authority to the clerk to make payments in accordance with the council's financial procedures until the 
end 2026-27 financial year when regular payments will be reviewed. 

in-line with agreed amount minuted.
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