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MEETING MINUTES

Monday 9" February 2026, at 7.15pm in The Parish Room, Golden Lion
Community Hub, Kelsall Road, Chester CH3 8BH.

Present: Clir R Arnold Clir S Eadie
Clir B Craven Clir P Mitchell - Chairperson
Clir I Dossett Clir P Varey

Clerk: Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Members of the Public: 0

APOLOGIES: Apologies were received and accepted from Clir I Ridgley, Clir R Kinsey and Clir H
Deynem, Ward Councillor who had prior commitments.

PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES - it was reported that an application had been received from
Rachel Arnold to join the Parish Council, it was proposed by Clir Dossett and seconded by Clir
Craven and unanimously RESOLVED 25/064 to co-opt Dr Rachel Arnold onto the Parish Council
until May 2027.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST — Nothing was declared.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC - no items on the agenda were excluded from the press
and public.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
It was reported that a number of streetlights in Ashton Hayes were in need of reporting to
CWaC as they were either not turning off or will shortly be obscured by trees and hedges:

1 x by April Cottage

1 x by Farrell

1 x by the playing area

1 x Shay Lane — as it is on all day

o It was reported that a resident had highlighted comments on NextDoor regarding the
20mph not being installed past the Primary School claiming that they thought that the
Parish Council considered school children to be less important. It was confirmed that
councillors and other local residents had responded to this article to confirm that there was
another 20mph scheme going in by the Primary School separately to the one in the rest of
the village.

EXTERNAL MATTERS
Feedback following discussions with AHSRA regarding their budget — Clir Mitchell and Clir Dossett
reported on a meeting that they had jointly held with representatives from AHSRA to review their
current financial position. ClIr Mitchell reported that AHSRA had confirmed they were in recelpt of
a grant for £19 ,000 from the Natlonal Lottery towards new chtpplngs new fencing to parti
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Visit Chester & Cheshire - Cheshire Day 2026: Made in Cheshire

Clir Mitchell reported that even though he had contacted Visit Cheshire several times he has not
received any communication back. Clir Mitchell then spoke to CHALC who confirmed that they can
share the news via the NALC newsletter.

Gowy Beat Area Parish Council meetings — the clerk reported on a recent email from the Police
Force Beat Manager confirming a meeting for 25% February at 1.00pm at Manley Village Hall. Clir

Varey confirmed he would be able to attend to represent the Parish Council.

CHALC training session in h n h mpliance requirements for neils —
"Taking the GRRR out of AGAR' - it was confirmed that the Clerk had bocked onto this session.
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.

It was proposed by Clir Dossett and seconded by ClIr Craven and unanimously RESOLVED
25/057 that Clir P Mitchell, as Chairperson, sign the minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 12
January 2026 as a true and correct record.

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING
The Action List dated 12% January 2026 was circulated with the agenda for the attention of Parish
Councillors.

« Hedges - it was reported by Clir Dossett that one hedge had now been cut and was no-

longer an issue and two hedges still required work. This has been escalated to CWac for
actioning.

¢ CliIr Dossett confirmed he had contacted Clir Deynem to obtain an update on the
redevelopment of the A54 Junction. Clir Deynem had responded back to say that he had
chased Highways ~ ClIr Dossett undertook to go back to Clir Deynem to ask about the
proposed restructuring of the junction,

» Dog Fouling — Pink Poo Campaign — Clir Varey confirmed that the group that carried out the
campaign last year were willing to undertake a further one, therefore, Clir Varey undertook
to contact the group and agree a month for them to carry out the campaign such that the
clerk could inform the CWaC Streetcare Team.

ACTION: Clir Arnold and Clir Mitchell agreed to be included in the Pink Poo Campaign.
ACTION: ClIr Varey to seek clarification as to which month (April or May) the group wished
to undertake the Pink Poo Campaign.

ACTION: Clerk to inform CWaC.

» Parish Rooms Sale - ClIr Mitchell provided the meeting with a verbal report of the actions
taken since the last meeting and which have resulted in @ modest reduction in the fees,
The Clerk was asked to chase Oliver and Co for their final invoice for payment.

ACTION: Clerk to chase Oliver ad Co and make payment when final invoice is received in.

» Draft public consultation survey— ClIr Varey confirmed he was almost finished pulling
together a draft list of questions, which he would circulate around Parish Councillors for
review prior to discussions on the actual survey format.

» Speak to EA to see if an early warning sensor can be fitted by the culvert — Clir Dossett
undertook to send the article that was being prepared for the next edition of Around Ashton
to the EA in an effort to try and prompt a response.
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The following items were reported and closed on the action list:

Clerk had confirmed back to resident re one.net for road closures.

Check with HD regarding update on redevelopment of A54 Junction

Clir Kinsey had spoken with landowner again regarding bird scarer.

Explore if it would be relevant to submit article to Cheshire Day 2026.

Draft response to planning for the future survey, circulated around PC and submit.
Respond to Police Force Beat Manager about quarterly meetings.

Contact PCSO to see if they are running any surgeries in the near future - it was
confirmed that the PCSO had confirmed that no surgeries were currently planned.
Pay invoices

Put minutes on website

Submit Precept request

Submit GAO01 Churchyard Maintenance Grant Application

Write to Otiver and Co re queries on invoice.

Installation of 20mph from Playing Field to just past Ashton Day Nursery

® & o & o ¢ o

All other actions remain outstanding and will be brought to future meetings.

PLANNING
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 02/02/2026.

It was noted that the following planning application has been received and a response had been
agreed prior to the meeting and submitted to CWAC, as per the Parish Council’s Planning Standing
Orders:
o 25/03942/PIP - Land at Delamere Road, Ashton Hayes, Chester - Construction of a dwelling
house - the Parish Council had submitted a response objecting to this application.

It was noted that the following planning application had been received in since the agenda had
been circulated:
» 26/00135/FUL - Parish Room West End Ashton Hayes Chester CH3 8DG - Change of use
from Parish Meeting Room to Residential Dwelling inciuding addition of single window to
front and rooflights — it was agreed that the Parish Council would support this application.

It was noted that the following planning applications had received a determination from the
principal authority since the last meeting:
e 25/03087/Ful — 1 Peel Hall Park, Peel Hall Lane, Ashton Hayes CH3 8AZ — Erection of single
storey side extension - approved.
o 25/03992/FUL — 41 Peel Hall Lane, Ashton Hayes CH3 8DE — Single Storey side extension
to existing bungalow — decided (withdrawn).

It was reported that Parish Counciliors had been informed, by concerned residents, of a proposal
for a glamp site on part of the land at Knightswood. The notification that had been posted on the
fence of the field was from the Woodland's Champion Club.

ACTION: Clerk to report to Planning Enforcement seeking clarification.

ACTION: Subject to the clarification received, email Woodland’s Champion Club objecting to this
proposal.
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ACCOUNTS

Cashbook & Outturn

The year-to-date Cashbook and Qutturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 02/02/2026.
These were accepted.

Bank Reconciliation

RESOLVED 25/065 that following the review of the bank reconciliation and bank statements
were provided to the meeting dated 02-02-2026 and were signed by Clir Varey and were
accepted.

To note income received and expenditure paid out since the last meeting.
Proposed by Clir Dossett and seconded by Cilr Eadie and unanimously RESOLVED 25/066 that

the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to the meeting for approval as
set out below:

Gross

Income received since the last meeting for noting: Amount | Comment
15/01/2026 | Skipton £61.22 | Compound Interest
Payments not yet made for approval:

Net Gross
Payable to Amount VAT Amount | Comment
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £104.89 | £17.20; £122.09 | Clerk's Expenses
Bitdefender £70.83 | 14.16 £84.99 | Annual Subscription
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £776.91 | £0.00 | £776.91 | Saiary Tax Point 11

GOLDEN LION COMMUNITY BENEFIT SOCIETY

Clir Mitchell reported that the PC storage facility may not be able to be provided in the proposed
location, and Clir Deynem had confirmed that he was exploring the alternative of putting a shed at
the top of the car park.

Clir Dossett also confirmed that the Golden Lion Community Benefit Society had yet to register
that the Parish Council had a charge on the land where the car park was as per the lease
agreement.

ACTION: Clir Mitchell to check progress on this with John Hurst.

Land to the rear of the Parish Rooms — it was reported that the Title Deed had been received from
the Land Registry for the land to the rear of the Parish Rooms. It was agreed that this now
needed to be transferred to the new owners of the Parish Rooms.

ACTION: Clir Mitchell/Clerk to write to the Parish Rooms owners to ask them to arrange for the
title deed to be transferred via their solicitor.

HIGHWAYS
Speeding Update — ClIr Eadie reported he had an outstanding action to get the SID repaired; he
had contacted three companies to obtain quotes. However, following this a member of the
Speedwatch Group had contacted him to inform him that the SID machine was not working at all
currently. Also, a query was raised due to Church Lane opposite the school becoming a 20mph
during school drop off and collection times therefore the current SID would not be of use in this
area if unrepaired. It was therefore discussed and agreed that the SID should not be repaired as
previously agreed, and ClIr Eadie undertook to get quotes for a replacement, more modern SID
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potentially where the speed could be altered using a timer to allow the SID to continue to be used
on Church Lane. Once quotes had been received then grant money could be explored to pay for
this.

ACTION: Clir Eadie to obtain three quotes for a new SID.

ACTION: Look to obtain grants — CWVA, National Lottery, Wren, Gowy Landfill Site, etc.

Roadside signs on main road and near Farrells - Clir Dossett reported that there were a number of
private signs being put up on the Highway on the A54 and Ashton Lane.

ACTION: Cllr Dossett to provide information to Clerk.
ACTION: Clerk to report to Highways

ENVIRONMENT
Flooding — Communication was received from the LLFA since the last meeting by way of an update
as follows:

The LLFA have put forward a bid for Quick Win Funding to the Environment Agency for a
temporary pump for Ashton Hayes. We are still awaiting confirmation of funds, but in the
meantime, we are working to secure quotes and options that may be suitable.

ACTION: Chase LLFA for update on funding at the end of March,

With regards to the permanent scheme, it has aiready been communicated to the Parish Council
that this is currently on hold due to the EA funding restrictions announced this year which have
affected our ability to put forward a bid for funding. However, we are still working to build a
business case for this scheme, and we hope to reopen discussions with the EA next financial year.

Clir Dossett reported that earlier in the year, he had reported water on the carriageway on Kelsalt
Road - this was still awaiting action from CWaC Highways.

Clir Dossett felt that the water levels were much lower at present even though we had
experienced a large amount of rain and the flow through the culvert was good, which the Parish
Council believed to be good news. This could be due to the local farmer cleaning out his ditches.
Clir Dossett was disappointed that CWaC still had not completed the investigation work they had
committed to on Peel Hall Lane.

Community Clean-up Event - it was reported that the next Community Clean-up Event was
scheduled to take place on Saturday 11 April 2026,

ACTION: Clerk to request hire of litter picking equipment from CWaC Street Care Team.

Hedaging Survey — reported earlier in the meeting.

PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS

Appointment of Internal Auditor for 2025-26

Proposed by ClIr Varey and seconded by ClIr Craven and unanimously RESOLVED 25/067 - that
the Parish Council engage Mrs K Lloyd to undertake the Internat Audit for 2025-26.

Use of Parish Room in Golden Lion — Clir Mitchell sought Councillors comments and suggestions to
feedback for future meetings. The following concerns were raised:
- Concern about the noise during the first hour of the meeting.
- Remind Golden Lion staff the Friday prior to the meeting as they appeared to have
forgotten when we arrived this evening.
- Look at the layout of the tables for the meeting.
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- Ask if there will be a projector and screen going up in the ‘Parish Room".

Update on transfer of lease on Scout Hut and potential solar panels on roof - Clir Mitchell reported
on the refurbishment of the Scout Hut. Clir Mitchell reported that he and Clir Dossett have agreed
to meet with the Scout Group to discuss exploring the possibility of installation of the solar panels
on the Scout Hut via grants. Clir Dossett reported that he continued to contact United Utilities
with regards to transferring the lease, he undertook to contact the Chief Executive.

AROUND ASHTON
The next edition of Around Ashton was currently with the proof reader prior to publication.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 9t March 2026 at 7.15pm in the
Parish Room, Golden Lion Community Hub, Kelsall Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8BH.

The meeting closed at 21.38
Signe e Dated: a-\\ = \ 2
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