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MEETING MINUTES

Monday 12'" January 2026, at 7.15pm in The Parish Rooms, Golden Lion
Community Hub, Kelsall Road, Chester CH3 SBH.

Present: Clir B Craven Clir P Mitchell - Chairperson
Clir I Dossett Clir I Ridgley
Clir S Eadie Clir P Varey

Clerk: Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Members of the Public: 1

The Chairperson welcomed everyone to this first Parish Council meeting in the Golden Lion ‘Parish

Room’. He highlighted the success story of the sale of the Parish Rooms and moving to the Golden
Lion Community Hub. He wished the Golden Lion Community Hub every success for the future and
hoped to have Parish Council meetings here for a long time to come.

APOLOGIES: Apologies were received and accepted from Clir H Deynem, Ward Councillor who
had been detained at another meeting and hoped to join the meeting later.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - ClIr | Ridgley declared a disclosable interest due to being the
Chair of the Ashton Hayes Sports and Recreation Association and undertook not to vote on any
items in relation to AHSRA that may be discussed at the meeting.

lan Dossett declared a disclosable interest in any planning applications relating to properties on
Peel Hall Park due to him neighbouring the properties, and he undertook not to vote on any items
in relation to these properties.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC - no items on the agenda were excluded from the press
and public.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

o ClIr Craven brought up the disappointing lack of gritting on the roads around the village
during the recent snow. She asked what the CWaC policy was on this matter. Do they wait
for the bad weather before deploying the gritters?

- It was highlighted that the CWaC) policy was available on their website for review.

e ClIr Varey reported on the footpath from Gongar Lane to the Church (Mouldsworth FP3) —
the new gate that had been installed by CWaC was reported to be leaning due to the post
on which it has been installed on being rotten. Clir Varey confirmed that the PROW Officer
had made the contractor aware and they will revisit the site to resolve this issue.

Clir Varey also reported that the CWaC PROW officer was chasing the ecologist for their
report as he had still not received it.
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o ClIr varey also reported that the remaining stile on the Mouldsworth FP3 footpath on
Gongar Lane, which the CWaC PROW Officer was proposing to change to a kissing gate,
had not been taken forward due to the gate not fitting the gap and the landowners were

not willing to have the opening widened any further. The PROW Officer was exploring
alternative options.

+ Bird Scarer - it was reported by a resident to Cllr Varey that they felt the noise from the
bird scarer had not diminished. The resident reported that it sounds like a cannon going off
and echoes all around and at times goes off several times a minute throughout the day
from 8 am to gone 4pm.

ACTION: ClIr Dossett to speak with Clir Kinsey to see if he can have another word with
the farmer.,

ACTION: Suggest a noise pollution report be raised with CWacC by the resident.

« Dog Fouling - Clir Eadie reported that he felt an article needed to be included in the next
Around Ashton reminding dog walkers to ‘pick up their dog poo’. Clir Eadie reported that it
was particularly bad on the permissive footpath from Church Road to Dunns Lane.
ACTION: Clir Varey to investigate if Pink Poo Campaign should be run again this year.
ACTION: Ciir Eadie to draft article for Around Ashton.

¢ Grit Bins —ClIr Eadie reported that a resident had recently been unable to contact CWAC
about the need to refill a grit bin in the village. Clir Eadie has since reported this grit bin
and reviewed others in the village and reported any that required refilling.

¢ Clir Eadie reported that Ashton House Nursery held a Parent/Child event before Christmas
as often they do. However, he feit that on this occasion parking through the village during
this event was particularly dangerous and this should be brought to the owner’s attention.
ACTION: CliIr Eadie to investigate further.

¢ The Clerk reported that a resident had contacted her with regards to a recent road closure
outside her house on Hollands Lane by BT without any prior warning.
ACTION: Clerk to confirm back to resident recommending they visit https://one.network/
to see all road closures and timescales.

EXTERNAL MATTERS

Carbon Literacy Training for Town and Parish Councils - Online Course 4th and 11th February at
9.30am. This event was highlighted and it was agreed that as Ashton Hayes was already aspiring
to be a Carbon Neutral village then it was not appropriate to attend the event.

Visit Chester & Cheshire - Cheshire Day 2026: Made in Cheshire

Clir Mitchell undertook to find out further information about this.The Parish Council could then
decide if it was relevant. The thought was to highlight the sale of the Parish Rooms and the
creation of the Golden Lion Community Hub.

ACTION: Clir Mitchell to look into this further

ChALC: Planning for the Future - Online Survey — it was agreed that Clir Varey would review this
survey and circulate a draft response around the Parish Councillors prior to submitting the final
response.

ACTION: Clir Varey to circulate draft response.

303




inated Land Strat n jon - 2026 6 7pm-~ it was agreed that
this was not relevant for the Parish Council to attend.

Safeguard your business: join our free fire safety seminar — 29" January 2026 - it was agreed

that as the Parish Council did not have any business premises it was not necessary for anyone to
attend.

Gowy Beat Area Parish Council meetings — the clerk reported on a recent email from the Police

Force Beat Manager.

ACTION: Clerk to email back to say we are interested in attending the meeting depending on the
time of the meetings.

ACTION: ClIr Eadie to contact PCSO to see if she is doing any local surgeries in the future.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.

It was proposed by Clir Craven and seconded by Clir Dossett and unanimously RESOLVED
25/057 that Clir P Mitchell, as Chairperson, sigh the minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 8™
December 2025 as a true and correct record.

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING

The Action List dated 8% December 2025 was circulated with the agenda for the attention of
Parish Councillors.

The following items were reported and closed on the action list:

¢ Clerk wrote to SP Energy about the number of power cut experiences in Ashton Hayes
over the last 12 months, and the response received was circulated around the Parish
Councillors prior to the meeting.

ACTION: monitor but no issues have since been experienced.

Pay invoices

Put minutes on website.

Clir Dossett had emailed Ward Councillor H Deynem with all outstanding issues that
were awaiting a response from him.

+ Speak to EA to see if an early warning sensor can be fitted on the culvert — It was
reported that Clir Dossett had written to EA.

e Clerk had confirmed back to the village hall that they had an extension until end of
March 2026.to provide evidence of how the grant money provided in 2025 had been
spent.

* Clir Ridgley had chased AHSRA to provide their evidence of how their grant money had
been spent and this has now been received and would be reported later in the meeting.

» Clerk had booked the Parish Rooms at the Golden Lion Community hub for the PC
meetings until May.

All other actions remain outstanding and will be brought to future meetings.

PLANNING
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 04/01/2026.

It was noted that the following planning application had been received since the last meeting:
e 25/03884/AGR — Land at Old Lane, Ashton Hayes, Chester — Erection of steel framed
agricultural building — it was noted that the Parish Council had not been consuited on this
application. The Parish Council wishes to submit an objection to this planning application.

Clir Dossett shared verbally concerns raised by a resident about this application with the
meeting.
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e 25/03159/FUL - Land to the North of Delamere Lane — Parish Council wished to submit a
neutral response to this application.

It was noted that the following planning application had been received in since the agenda has
been circulated:

e 25/03992/FUL - 41 Peel Hall Lane - Single storey side extension to existing bungalow, it
was agreed that the Planning Committee would review this application against the

Neighbourhood Plan and circulate their response around the Parish Council for comment
and ratification.

It was noted that the following planning applications had received a determination from the
principal authority since the last meeting:

e 25/03428/AGR - Land at Old Lane, Ashton Hayes, Chester — Erection of steel framed
agricultural building — it was noted that the Parish Council had not been consulted on this
application — this had been withdrawn.

ACCOUNTS

Cashbook & Outturn

The year-to-date Cashbook and Outturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 04/01/2026.
These were accepted.

Bank Recongiliati
RESOLVED 25/058 that following the review of the bank reconciliation and bank statements
were provided to the meeting dated 04-01-2026 and these were accepted.

in ived and expenditure pai in in
Proposed by ClIr Craven and seconded by Clir Varey and unanimously RESOLVED 25/059 that

the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to the meeting for approval as
set out below:

Gross
Income received since the last meeting for noting: | Amount | Comment
08/12/2025 | Bank Interest £114.17 | Barclays Bank Quarterly Interet
| 15/12/2025 | Skipton Building Society £59.14 | Compound Interest

Payments not yet made for approval:

Net Gross
Payable to Amount | VAT Amount | Comment
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £87.97 £7.94 £95.91 | Clerk's Expenses
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £776.91 £0.00 | £776.91 | Salary Tax Point 9
CHALC £25.00 £0.00 £25.00 | Code of Conduct Training - ClIr Mitchell

It was reported that on 22" December 2025 the Parish Council received an invoice from Oliver
and Co Solicitors following the work they had undertaken on behalf of the Parish Council relating
to registering the Parish Rooms with the Land Registry and the application regarding the stoned
area to the rear of the building. When Clirs Mitchell and Dossett had reviewed the invoice and
background schedule they highlighted several charges that had been included that they felt to be
inappropriate and therefore it was agreed that these shouid be challenged.

ACTION: Clerk to work with Clirs Mitchell & Dossett to send a response r to Oliver & Co.
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It was clarified that currently the application regarding the stoned area is still with the Land
Registry and no further work should be carried out with Oliver and Co moving forward once a
response has been received back.

GOLDEN LION COMMUNITY BENEFIT SOCIETY

It was reported that the Golden Lion Community Benefit Society had started planning the work to
make storage available for the Parish Council.

HIGHWAYS

Highways ~ it was reported that following the recent cold and wet weather several potholes had
appeared and have been reported to CWaC.

Speeding Update — nothing further was reported to the meeting.

ENVIRONMENT
Flooding - ongoing and nothing further was reported to the meeting.

Hedaqing Survey — ongoing and nothing further was reported to the meeting.

Public EV charging in the area — nothing further to report to the meeting at this time as it was

with the Community Groups to decide if they wished to explore the Public EV charger quotations
they had received.

Plastic Initiative — Cllr Varey reported that it has been requested that a Plastics Initiative page be
added to the council’s website. This was unanimously RESOLVED 25/ 060.
ACTION: Clir Varey to create a Plastic Initiative web page on the Parish Council’s website.

PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS

RESOLVED 25/061 - That the Parish Council adopt the Three-Year Financial Plan as circulated in
the agenda pack.

RESOLVED 25/062 that the detailed budget for 2026-27 of Expenditure = £21,303 and Receipts

= £21,303 as outlined below, proposed by Cllr Craven and seconded by Cllr Dossett be
unanimously accepted:
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Budget Element 2026-27
Budget
EXPENDITURE ;
People g
Clerk & HMRC Tax | 10673
Professional service {
nsurance i 650
nternal Audit : 150
External audit Exemption | 252
Payro!ll Services | 230
Lezal Fees i 0
General Services ‘
Website :' 336
Parish Meeting ‘ 280
Gardening (Village Planters) J 424
Admin & Expenses |
Expenses | 500
Training | 350
Chairmans allowance ‘[ 50
CHALC Membership 5 32
Other memberships ! 65
Data Protection fee f 47
Admin f 0
Around Ashton ! 1450
Elections 0
Grants
Parish Rooms 0
General Grants 2,500
Genera 0
Projects
Community cleanup 90
Community Events B
Piastic Free Village 132
Planting (Daffodil & Wildflower 300
Flood Mitigation ;‘ 320
SID Repairs/Maintenance ‘ 0
Ad Hoc¢ Beneficial tems (5137 ' 870
|
Money taken from reserves to pay for Earmarked t
Projects g
Community Hub Ltd ‘ 0
Parish Rooms Costings 1 0
Inflation % ; 498
Contingency % of above , 865
TOTAL CASH QUT !' 21,303
L
RECEIPTS 1
Precept r 19,760
Barclays Bank interest 5 77
Skipton's Building Society Interest f 540
VAT recovery f 606
CWAC contribution 0
Monies taken from Reserves ‘ 320
Parish Room Insurance 0
Asset Sale - Parish Rooms 0
Qther l (4]
TOTAL CASH IN 21,303

It was highlighted that the expenditure and receipts balance and following the sale of the Parish
Rooms, the Parish Council had been able to reduce the amount it needed to request via precept.
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Precept for 2026-27

It was proposed by Clir Varey and seconded by Clir Ridgley and unanimously RESOLVED 25/063
that the Parish Council request a precept of £19,760 which meant that the Band D precept charge
for 2026-27 would remain the same as last year and be set at £41.21

Parish Meeting
It was proposed that the Parish Meeting scheduled to take piace in March should be decoupled
from the Parish Council meeting on 9™ March and instead be scheduled on 16" March at 7.00pm

and should take place at the Golden Lion Community Hub with a light buffet being provided at the
end of the meeting.

Churchyard grant application

RESOLVED 25/063 that the clerk submit the annual Churchyard Grant Application to CWaC on
behalf of St John the Evangelist Church in Ashton Hayes for the sum of £1,800.

Parish Council Grants - The Clerk reported that following the Grants paid out for 2025, she had
requested the end of year grant information, as per the Grant Policy, and Ashton Hayes Sports
and Recreation Association had satisfactorily provided their end of grant submission which

concluded the grant process for 2025 between Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council
and AHSRA.

AROUND ASHTON
Items for inclusion in the next edition:
- Hedges Update — Clirs Mitchell/Dossett
- Parish Council Vacancies - Clerk
- OpenReach update — ClIr Varey
- Parish Council Grant — ClIr Ridgley to report on the benefits to AHSRA
- Pink Poo Campaign / Dog Fouling - Clir Eadie
- Precept Article — Clir Mitchell
- Flooding - Clir Dossett
- Scarecrow Trail = ClIr Varey
- Community Clean-up — Clir Varey (agree date at February meeting)
- Speeding Update — update on Smiley SID and 20mph speed update. — Clir Eadie
- PCSO changes - TBD
- Parish Calendar — Clir Varey
- Moving from Paper to Electronic ~ Around Ashton — Clir Dossett
Plastic Initiative Update — recycling pill packaging — Clir Varey

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 9t February 2026 at 7.15pm in
the Parish Room, Golden Lion Community Hub, Kelsall Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8BH.

The meeting closed at 20:51
Dated:... S NaYan >0y, 2=
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