


 

 

13. PARISH COUNCIL 
MATTERS 

1. To approve the 3 year budget until 2029-2030 and the details budget for 
2026-27. 

2. To approve the Precept Level to be requested from CWaC for 2026-27. 
3. To agree the date, location and format of the Parish Meeting in March. 
4. To approve the submission of the Churchyard Grant Application to CWaC 

for 2025 
5. To receive an update on the Conclusion of Grants given out in 2025. 

Clerk 
 
Clerk 
Clerk 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

14. AROUND ASHTON To consider any items for inclusion in next edition of Around Ashton. PV/ BC 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING Monday 9th February 2026 at 7.15pm – at The Golden Lion Community Hub, Kelsall Rd, Ashton 

Hayes, CH3 8BH. 
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Digital Cheshire said that an announcement should be forthcoming next spring. A follow up 
meeting will take place at that time. 
 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES. 
It was proposed by Cllr Craven and seconded by Cllr Ridgley and unanimously RESOLVED 
25/051 that Cllr Dossett as Chairperson of the meeting sign the minutes of the Parish Council 
meeting of 10th November 2025 as a true and correct record. 
 

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING 
The Action List dated 13th October 2025 was circulated with the agenda for the attention of Parish 
Councillors.   
 

The following items were reported and closed on the action list: 
 Brines Brow – ask CWaC whose responsibility it is to maintain trees – it was agreed that 

this item would be closed due to neither CWaC or Cheshire Wildlife Trust showing any 
interest in accepting ownership. 

 Clerk noted Cllr Mitchell’s apologies for the December meeting. 
 Speak to tenant of land with bird scarer in AH – Cllr Kinsey confirmed he had spoken 

with tenant and the tenant undertook to see if he was able to relocate the bird scarer – 
Parish Council agreed to remove from action list and monitor. 

 Pay invoices 
 Put minutes on website. 
 Clerk had arranged a Working Group meeting to look at surveys/public consultations. 
 Clerk had requested a progress report on the installation of a pump (Temporary & 

Permanent) and CWaC had confirmed that a bid had been made to the Environment 
Agency for the pump and CWaC were waiting on this to be determined.    

 Publish new submission dates for Around Ashton for 2026 on website and email to 
contributors. 

 
All other actions remain outstanding and will be brought to future meetings. 
 

PLANNING 
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 02/12/2025.  
 

It was noted that the following planning application had been received since the last meeting: 
 25/03428/AGR – Land at Old Lane, Ashton Hayes, Chester – Erection of steel framed 

agricultural building – it was noted that the Parish Council had not been consulted on this 
application.  

 25/03159/FUL – Land to the North of Delamere Lane, Ashton Hayes, Chester – Erection of 
a general agricultural storage barn – it was proposed that the Parish Council would submit 
a neutral response to this application subject to the brook being fenced off and the 
building being brought closer to the road to protect the otters and water voles in the brook. 

 
It was noted that the following planning applications had received a determination from the 
principal authority since the last meeting: 

 25/03034/CAT – The Ranch House, Pentre Lane, Ashton Hayes CH3 8BX – Two leaning fir 
trees (marked P1 on site plan) at the end of the drive – request to remove both trees 
(renewal of 23/00032/CAT) this had been decided. 

 25/01633/FUL – 5 Horton Hall Barns, Horton Lane, Chester CH3 8NU – First floor extension 
to dwelling – this had been refused. 
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An email from a resident was brought to the meeting as they were concerned about two planning 
applications that fall within our Parish: 25/03159/FUL and 25/034280/AGR and asked what views 
the Parish Council had on these two applications. Cllr Dossett has been in touch with them re their 
views. 
 
ACCOUNTS 
Cashbook & Outturn  
The year-to-date Cashbook and Outturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 02/12/2025.  
These were accepted.   
 

Bank Reconciliation 
RESOLVED 25/052 that following the review of the bank reconciliation and bank statements, 
that they be signed by Cllr Ridgley. 
 

To note income received and expenditure paid out since the last meeting. 
Proposed by Cllr Craven and seconded by Cllr Varey and unanimously RESOLVED 25/053 that 
the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to the meeting for approval as 
set out below: 
 

Income received since the last meeting for noting: 
Gross 
Amount Comment 

15/11/2025 Bank Interest £60.98 Skipton Compound Interest 
18/11/2025 Gallaghers Insurance £213.76 Refund for Parish Rooms 

        
Payments made since the last meeting for approval     

Date Payable to 
Net 
Amount VAT 

Gross 
Amount Comment 

21/11/2025 
Ashton Hayes 
Community Benefit 
Society 

£1.00 £0.00 £1.00 Trial Transfer of money to 
AHCBS 

24/11/2025 Ashton Hayes Parish 
Rooms £213.76 £0.00 £213.76 Refund of Insurance to PR 

25/11/2025 
Ashton Hayes 
Community Benefit 
Society 

£99,999.00 £0.00 £99,999.00 Transfer of money to AHCBS 

25/11/2025 DTM Legal Services £316.46 £63.30 £379.76 Legal Advice for Loan 
Agreement 

            
Payments not yet made for approval:     

Payable to 
Net 
Amount VAT 

Gross 
Amount Comment 

Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £14.60 £0.00 £14.60 Clerk's Expenses 
HMRC PAYE £227.72 £0.00 £227.72 PAYE Payment Q3 
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £776.91 £0.00 £776.91 Salary Tax Point 8 
Ashton Hayes Primary School £293.00 £0.00 £293.00 Printing of Around Ashton 
 
GOLDEN LION COMMUNITY BENEFIT SOCIETY 
It was reported that since the last meeting the loan agreement had been reviewed by a solicitor, 
agreed by email by the Cllrs. and ratified at the PC meeting - proposed by Cllr Varey, seconded by 
Cllr Craven and unanimously RESOLVED 25/054 to proceed with the loan of £100,000 to the 
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Golden Lion Community Benefit Society.  In return the Golden Lion would provide a community 
meeting place, appropriate accommodation for PC meetings and secure storage of PC materials. 
 
HIGHWAYS  
Highways – nothing further to report. 
 
Speeding Update – nothing further to report, waiting on CWaC to install 20mph zone signs. 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
Flooding – Cllr Dossett reported on emails being circulated between the Parish Council and EA 
regarding the clearing work that was required at the culvert entrance.  It was reported that this 
work had been delayed, and it was hoped that it would be completed shortly.   
 
Gully clearing – Cllr Dossett has reported a number of gullies along Ashton Lane and he reported 
that he was not aware that they had been actioned.  ACTION: Cllr Dossett undertook to double 
check and escalate with CWAC. 
 
Hedging Survey – Cllr Dossett had reviewed all the hedges that had been identified as requiring 
cutting back and the residents had already been provided with a CWaC leaflet.  
ACTION: Cllr Dossett undertook to report to CWaC those properties that still require attention 
 
Public EV charging in the area – Cllr Dossett reported that following the last meeting, surveys have 
been completed and the information had been provided to the individual organisations for them to 
consider.  Cllr Dossett also reported that several grants had been found to be available for 
organisations to apply to towards the installation of public EV charging points.  
 
PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
Action Plan for 2026-27- the draft Action Plan for 2026-27 was reviewed and it was unanimously 
RESOLVED 25/055 that this should be adopted subject to Cllr Mitchell’s name being replaced by 
Cllr Dossett’s name as the representative for the Sandstone Meetings.  
 
Parish Council Grants - The Clerk reported that following the Grants made  for 2025, she had 
requested the end of year grant information, as per the Grant Policy. i.e. from: 
 

 Ashton Hayes Sports and Recreation Association £1,100 was granted for: 
o Electricity storage battery to substantially reduce energy costs - £400; 
o Improved heating controls - £400;  
o Self-shutting of replacement taps to reduce water/hot water waste - £300;  

It was reported that AHSRA had not yet responded to the clerk’s request to provide the end 
of year, final grant report. 
ACTION: Cllr Ridgley undertook to chase with AHSRA. 

 
 Ashton and Mouldsworth Village Hall Charitable Company Limited 

The Parish Council granted the Village Hall £800 towards their application for draft proofing 
to reduce energy usage. 
The Village Hall committee confirmed that they had not, as yet spent the money and 
sought an extension until March 2026.  It was unanimously RESOLVED 25/056 to grant 
the extension to allow the Village Hall the extra time to undertake this work. 
ACTION: Clerk to advise the Village Hall committee that the money needed to be spent 
and evidence provided by end of March 2026, otherwise the monies would need to be 
returned to the PC. 
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AROUND ASHTON 
 

Edition Publication Date Deadline for Receipt of Articles 

Spring Monday 2nd March 2026 Friday 6th February 2026 

Summer Monday 1st June 2026 Friday 8th May 2026 

Autumn Monday 31st August 2026 Friday 7th August 2026 

Winter Monday 30th November 2026 Friday 6th November 2026 

Items for inclusion in next edition: 
- Hedges 
- Parish Council Vacancies 
- OpenReach update 
-  

Cllr Dossett advised that the majority of residents in Peel Crescent, have on discussing it with 
them, switched to receiving AA electronically in future saving significant monies for the PC budget. 
ACTION: Cllr Dossett to speak to distributors of the Around Ashton newsletter to see if he can 
assist in encouraging the residents to move to electronic versions.   
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 12th January 2026 at 7.15pm in 
the Parish Room, Golden Lion Community Hub, Kelsall Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8BH. 
ACTION:  Clerk to book the Parish Room for the meetings in 2026. 
 

The meeting closed at 20:06 
 

Signed:............................................................... Dated:............................................... 
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ACTION LIST 
Action: Undertaken by Status 
Public Participation: 
– CWAC issuing a section 136 re hedge on Peel Crescent.  
– Check with Hugo regarding update on redevelopment of A54 Junction 
 
- Write to SP Energy about the number of power cuts experienced in Ashton 

Hayes over the last 12 months. 

 
With CWaC 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

 
 
Emailed 11-03-
2025 

Accounts: 
- Pay approved invoices 

 
– Put minutes on website 

 
Cllrs Dossett / 
Varey / Mitchell 
Clerk 

 
Completed 
 
Completed 

Environmental Matters: 
- Draft public consultation survey and circulate around the PC; 
- Emergency Flooding email escalate as to why PC receive no response when 

logging incidents 
- Remind Cllr Deynem on all outstanding issues 
- Chase CWaC as to when the Section 19 report will be carried out for the 

2024 flooding.  
- Chase with CWaC LLFA for an update as to when they would be applying 

for funding for the proposed additional pipe to remove water from Gongar 
Lane. 

- Create the early warning action group as proposed at the recent resident’s   
meeting. 

- Draft action plan for an Early Warning Action Group. 
- Cllr Mitchell and Cllr Varey to review the Community Resilience Plan. 
- Speak to EA to see if an early warning senor can be fitted on the culvert 
- Escalate Hedging issues to CWaC 
- Double check if gullies that had been reported to CWaC have been 

actioned and if not escalate. 

 
Clerk/PV 
Parish Councillors 
Cllr Dossett 
Cllr Deynem 
Cllr Deynem/CWaC 
 
Cllr Deynem/CWaC 
 
 
Cllr Mitchell 
Cllr Mitchell/Dossett 
Cllr Mitchell 
Cllrs Dossett 
Cllr Dossett 
Cllr Dossett 
Cllr Dossett 

 
 
 
 

Highways: 
- Installation of 20mph from Playing field to past Golden Lion 
 
 
- CWaC investigating the flooding on Peel Hall Lane. 
- Request if a designated Police space could be created by Grasscrete 

opposite the Primary School. 
- CWAC to change the status of Shay Lane to be gated 
- Take SID to see if it can be repaired. 

 
CWaC 
 
 
CWaC 
CWaC to provide a 
quote 
S Bateman 
Cllr Eadie  

 
To be completed 
by end of financial 
yr. 
Ongoing 
Scheme currently 
being planned out 

PROW:  
- Reported PROW obstructions on AHFP6 Ref: GS632617925 - Badger holes 

by Baker Way path through Cllr Kinsey’s Land CWAC PROW consulting with 
external Ecologist 

 
PROW officer 
 
 

 
On-going  
 
 

Parish Council: 
- Organise a joint meeting with AHSRA to discuss finances. 
 

Grant Process for 2025-26 
Clerk to confirm back to the village hall that the money needed to be spent 
and evidence provided by end of March 2026. 
-Chase AHSRA to provide their evidence of how grant money was spent 

 
Cllrs 
Mitchell/Ridgeway 
 
Clerk 
 
Cllr Ridgley 

 

Around Ashton: 
- Speak to distributors of Around Ashton to see if they are able to encourage 

residents to move to electronic versions 

 
Cllr Dossett 

 
 

Date of next meeting : 
- Clerk to book the Parish Room for January – May meetings 

 
Clerk 

 
Completed 
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