


 

 

14. AROUND ASHTON To consider any items for inclusion in next edition of Around Ashton. PV/ BC 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING Monday 12th January 2026 at 7.15pm – at The Golden Lion Community Hub, Kelsall Rd, Ashton 

Hayes, CH3 8BH. 
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- Cllr Dossett reported that a resident had contacted him about work that is being carried out 
on land off Old Lane opposite Timadon. The resident is concerned that the landowner is 
preparing to develop it,  as topsoil has been removed and hardcore laid on the site. His 
concern is that a large barn may be erected for commercial purposes. Cllr Deynam is 
making further enquiries. 

 
EXTERNAL MATTERS 

 Terrorism Protection of Premises Act 2025 Conference - Martyn's Law – Cllr Dossett 
reported on a recent virtual conference he had attended and provided a verbal update to 
the Parish Councillors on this event.  ACTION: Cllr Dossett undertook to brief the Golden 
Lion, AHSRA and St Johns the Evangelist Church. More information can be found at: 
https://homeofficemedia.blog.gov.uk/2025/04/03/martyns-law-factsheet/ 

 1st Tarvin & Ashton Scout Group AGM on 17th Nov 2025 – a representative from the Parish 
Council was sought to attend.  Cllr Mitchell undertook to attend if his diary allowed. 

 Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Budget Consultation – Fit for the Future is a 
consultation that Cheshire West and Chester Council are currently running – this was 
highlighted to the meeting in case anyone wished to respond as a resident. It has also been 
promoted on NextDoor. 
 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES. 
It was proposed by Cllr Craven and seconded by Cllr Dossett and unanimously RESOLVED 
25/047 that Cllr Mitchell as Chairperson sign the minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 13th 
October 2025 as a true and correct record. 
 

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING 
The Action List dated 13th October 2025 was circulated with the agenda for the attention of Parish 
Councillors.   
 

The following items were reported and closed on the action list: 
 Clerk had reported surface water on Hollands Lane to CWaC 
 Reported overgrown hedge on Ashton Lane 
 Reported lack of white lines on Ashton Lane 
 Provide new members’ information forms to Mr I Ridgley 
 Submit Planning Response to 25/03034/CAT 
 Pay invoices 
 Put minutes on website 
 Check if our Bank has an overnight deposit account – it was confirmed that the Deposit 

Account the PC currently held was the only flexible, instant access account that the 
bank could offer the PC.  

 Check who funded the VAS signs in the village –the Clerk has checked with CWaC and 
they were unsure as to who originally funded the VAS signs, but they are on the CWaC 
asset list. 

 Check with Mark Brazil if the next road sweep will take place in November or December 
– CWaC had confirmed that the new routes had not been developed yet and this would 
be organised after the leaf collections have taken place in the autumn. 

 PROW – no further update with regards to the ecologist report on the Badgers 
ACTION: Cllr Varey to chase.  

 Induction Loop System – it was agreed to remove this from the Parish Council’s Assets.  
 
All other actions remain outstanding and will be brought to future meetings. 
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PLANNING 
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 03/11/2025.  
 

It was noted that the following planning application had been received since the last meeting: 
 25/03087/FUL – 1 Peel Hall Park, Peel Hall Lane, Ashton Hayes, Chester CH3 8AZ – 

Erection of single storey side extension.  It was agreed to submit a neutral response to 
this application. 

 
The Parish Councillors reported upon a recent survey that is being undertaken by a member of the 
public who was seeking comment on a proposed development of 18 houses, including 8 
‘affordable houses’ on the site opposite the Ashton Hayes Sports & Recreational Association 
facilities neighbouring Estone Place.  This was noted.  
 
ACCOUNTS 
Cashbook & Outturn  
The year-to-date Cashbook and Outturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 03/11/2025.  
These were accepted.   
 
Cllr Dossett raised questions and queries on the Outturn that the Clerk undertook to update 
accordingly and circulate at the next meeting.  
 

Bank Reconciliation 
RESOLVED 25/048 that following the review of the bank reconciliation and bank statements, 
that they be signed by Cllr Eadie. 
 

To note income received and expenditure paid out since the last meeting. 
Proposed by Cllr Dossett and seconded by Cllr Varey and unanimously RESOLVED 25/049 that 
the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to the meeting for approval as 
set out below: 
 

Income received since the last meeting for noting: Gross 
Amount Comment 

16/10/2026 Bank Interest £58.91 Skipton Compound Interest 
23/10/2025 Peter Robinsons £100,019.80 Sale of Parish Rooms 

       
Payments made since the last meeting for approval      

Date Payable to Net 
Amount VAT Gross 

Amount Comment 

27/10/2025 PKF LittleJohn £210.00 £42.00 £252.00 External Auditor 

27/10/2025 
Ashton & District 
Gardening Club £192.08 £38.42 £230.50 Plants for village planters 

            
Payments not yet made for approval     

Payable to 
Net 
Amount VAT 

Gross 
Amount Comment 

PQR Limited £17.50 £3.50 £21.00 Back pay calculation 
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £33.50 £0.00 £33.50 Clerk's Expenses 
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £776.91 £0.00 £776.91 Salary Tax Point 7 
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GOLDEN LION – COMMUNITY BENEFIT SOCIETY 
It was reported that the new meeting room doors had been installed to allow for a separate room 
to be created for community meetings.  
 
HIGHWAYS  
Highways – nothing further to report. 
 
Speeding Update – Cllr Eadie had no further updates in relation to Speeding. 
 
Cllr Eadie reported that the issues with the SID machine l has not been resolved and provided the 
meeting with options to allow them to discuss and agree a way forward.  Following the 
discussions, it was proposed by Cllr Eadie and seconded by Cllr Varey and unanimously 
RESOLVED 25/050 that we proceed with the repair of the motherboard/radar unit, subject to 
the questions/checks raised by the meeting being resolved: 

- Will the old battery work with new motherboard? 
- What will the warranty be on the repair? 
- Can we get a service and repair plan set up? 

 
ACTION: Cllr Eadie undertook to follow up the checks and seek two further quotes to repair the 
device.  
 
ENVIRONMENT 
Flooding – It was agreed that the following actions were required: 
ACTION: Create the early warning action group as proposed at the recent resident’s meeting.  
ACTION: Cllr Dossett and Cllr Mitchell to pull together an action plan for an Early Warning Action 
Group. 
ACTION: Cllr Mitchell and Cllr Varey to review the Community Resilience Plan. 
ACTION: The clerk to ask CWaC/LLFA for a progress report on the installation of a temporary 
pump and on the progress made towards the more permanent solution. 
 
Hedging Survey – Cllr Mitchell and Cllr Dossett reported that they had surveyed all the properties 
in the village and 10 houses had been identified as having hedge issues; 1 house was empty, 
three people were spoken to and had agreed to undertake the necessary work.  The other 
properties had been left leaflets for residents to action.  Cllr Dossett undertook to revisit in a few 
weeks to address the issues with the residents. 
 
Public EV charging in the area – Cllr Dossett briefed the meeting that he had been in touch with a 
company who is coming out to quote for the installation of a 22kW EV charger next to the ASHRA 
Pavilion, also at the Golden Lion and a 7Kw charger potentially at the Manley Village Hall.  Cllr 
Dossett sought clarification as to whether and how the Parish Council wished to be involved in this 
project.  It was agreed that the Parish Council welcomed this initiative. 
ACTION: Keep on agenda for update at the next meeting. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
Parish Council Grants - – Cllr Dossett proposed and Cllr Varey seconded that the application 
received from the Ashton Hayes Primary School Parent Teacher Association for the Wildflower and 
Meadow & Tree Planting and Rainwater Harvesting & Edible Garden be supported to the value of 
£535 subject to once the projects were completed an article for Around Ashton be provided with 
pictures to promote this initiative. 
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Parish Rooms – The Clerk reported that the completion of the sale of the Parish Rooms had taken 
place on 23rd October 2025 and she was now working through closing all utility accounts with 
providers. 
 
Update on External Audit and to note the recommendations – The Clerk reported that the External 
Audit had been completed and the report from the External Auditor was circulated for the Parish 
Council to review and they noted the recommendations.   
ACTION: Clerk to forward the comments from the External Audit to the Internal Auditor and seek 
a formal response. 
It was noted that the External Audit Report was only received in October following the clerk 
chasing PKF Littlejohn, even though PKF Littlejohn claimed they had provided it in July. 
 
PARISH ROOMS TRUST – Cllr Varey reported on behalf of the Trustees, that they had recently 
held a trustee meeting. It was reported that, following the sale of the parish rooms, the Trustees 
had voted to wind up the charity and are in the process of doing this.  Cllr Varey undertook to 
keep the Parish Council updated on the process. 
 
AROUND ASHTON 
It was reported that all articles have now been received and are with the proof-reader. They will 
then go to the typesetter, and the final version is scheduled to be printed on or around 1st 
December. Electronic copies will be distributed as soon as the final version is available. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 8th December 2025 at 7.15pm in 
the Pavilion. 
 
Press and Public were asked to leave the meeting due to the sensitive nature of the next item. 
 
Loan Agreement with the Ashton Hayes Community Hub Ltd – Cllr Mitchell reported upon several 
meetings Cllr Dossett and Cllr Mitchell had held with the Community Hub Group and he confirmed 
that a draft loan agreement had been provisionally accepted by both parties.    
 
Cllr Mitchell reported that he had sought quotes from three Solicitors in respect of advising the 
Parish Council on the draft loan agreement.  
 
It was therefore proposed by Cllr Mitchell and seconded by Cllr Dossett and unanimously 
RESOLVED 25/051 that the Parish Council appoint DTM Legal Services to undertake this work at 
a quote of £300 plus VAT, and it was agreed that Cllr Mitchell and Cllr Dossett would act on behalf 
of the Parish Council liaising with DTM Legal Services.  
 
It was agreed that should the loan agreement with the Community Hub not be agreed by the end 
of November then an interim Memorandum of Understanding be put in place as a precursor to a 
full agreement being finalised. This is subject to further legal advice being obtained for this. 
 

The meeting closed at 21:55 
 

Signed:............................................................... Dated:............................................... 
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ACTION LIST 
Action: Undertaken by Status 
Apologies: 
Cllr Mitchell sent his apologies for December meeting. 

 
Clerk 

 

Public Participation: 
– Brines Brow – ask CWaC whose responsibility it is to maintain trees 
– CWAC issuing a section 136 re hedge on Peel Crescent.  
– Check with Hugo regarding update on redevelopment of A54 Junction 
– Speak to tenant of land with bird scarer on in AH 

 
Cllr Deynem 
With CWaC 
Clerk 
Cllr Kinsey  

 
Ongoing 
 
Emailed 11-03-
2025 

Accounts: 
- Pay approved invoices 

 
- Put minutes on website 

 
Cllrs Dossett / 
Varey / Mitchell 
Clerk 

 
Completed 
 
 

Environmental Matters: 
- Arrange a Working Group meeting to look at surveys/public consultation on 

Parish Council priorities; 
- Emergency Flooding email escalate as to why PC receive no response when 

logging incidents 
- Chase CWaC as to when the Section 19 report will be carried out for the 

2024 flooding.  
- Chase with CWaC LLFA for an update as to when they would be applying 

for funding for the proposed additional pipe to remove water from Gongar 
Lane. 

- Create the early warning action group as proposed at the recent resident’s   
meeting. 

- Cllr Dossett and Cllr Mitchell to pull together an action plan for an Early 
Warning Action Group. 

- Cllr Mitchell and Cllr Varey to review the Community Resilience Plan. 
- The clerk to ask CWaC/LLFA for a progress report on the installation of a 

temporary pump and on the progress made towards the more permanent 
solution. 

- Speak to EA to see if an early warning senor can be fitted on the culvert 
- Chase progress following site visit from Stephen Roberts and Chloe Rapson 

 
Parish Councillors 
 
Cllr Deynem/CWaC 
 
Cllr Deynem/CWaC 
 
Cllr Deynem/CWaC 
 
 
Cllr Mitchell 
 
Cllrs 
Dossett/Mitchell 
Cllrs Varey/Mitchell 
 
Clerk 
 
Cllr Dossett 
Clerk 

 
Arrange a working 
meeting. 
 
 
 

Highways: 
- Installation of 20mph from Playing field to past Golden Lion 
 
 
- CWaC investigating the flooding on Peel Hall Lane. 
- Request if a designated Police space could be created by Grasscrete 

opposite the Primary School. 
- CWAC to change the status of Shay Lane to be gated 
- Take SID to see if it can be repaired. 

 
CWaC 
 
 
CWaC 
CWaC to provide a 
quote 
S Bateman 
Cllr Eadie  

 
To be completed 
by end of financial 
yr. 
Ongoing 
Scheme currently 
being planned out 

PROW:  
- Reported PROW obstructions on AHFP6 Ref: GS632617925 - Badger holes 

by Baker Way path through Cllr Kinsey’s Land CWAC PROW consulting with 
external Ecologist 

 
PROW officer 
 
 

 
On-going  
 
 

Parish Council: 
- Organise a joint meeting with AHSRA to discuss finances. 

 
Cllrs 
Mitchell/Dossett 

 

Around Ashton: 
- Publish new submissions dates for 2026 on website and email contributors 

 
Cllr Varey 

 
Completed 
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Environment 

10. Hedges Monitor and report any 
overgrown hedges 

I Dossett / 
P Mitchell 

NIL Review ½ 
yearly (March 
& Sept) 

11. Wildflower 
Planting 
 

All suitable areas planted – on-
going maintenance required. 

I Dossett £300 Spring 2027 

12. Flooding 
Prevention, 
Mitigation and 
Monitoring 
Measures 

Flood defence fund - PC funded 
actions to be determined 
 
Flood Defence & Mitigation - PC 
funded actions to be determined 
 
Work with the EA, CWaC and 
local landowners to investigate 
further flood 
prevention/mitigation measures 

Councillors 
 
 
Councillors 
 
 
Councillors 

£1586 
provision 
 
£2,000 
 
 
NIL 

TBA 
 
 
TBA 
 
 
Ongoing 

13. Village Carbon 
neutral initiatives 

Review, with the Energy 
Company historic, and potential 
new initiatives 

I Dossett / 
P Mitchell 
 

NIL Ongoing 

14. Plastic Free 
Village 

Undertake Annual Committee 
meetings with Community 
Groups 

P Varey £72 Ongoing 

 
Planning, Enforcement & Neighbourhood Plan 

15. Neighbourhood 
Plan 

Review every five years 
 
Design Code – review if the 
area requires a Design Code in 
line with the next 
Neighbourhood Plan Review 

Planning 
Committee 
Planning 
Committee 

NIL 
 
Seek 
grants if 
required 

Next Review – 
March 2026 
March 2026 

16. Planning 
Applications 

Review all planning 
applications against 
neighbourhood plan and 
circulate suggested response 
around Parish Council for 
approval. 

Planning 
Committee 
/Clerk 

NIL As and when 
required. 

17. Enforcement 
Issues 

Report all Enforcement Issues 
brought to the Planning 
Committee’s attention to CWaC 
and monitor. 

Planning 
Committee 
/Clerk 

NIL As and when 
required. 

 
Highways 

18. A54 Junction 
Improvements 

Continue to push for 
improved junction safety 
measures with CWaC 

H Deynem / 
S Eadie 

NIL On-going 

19. Potholes and 
Highways/signs 
Damage 

Report all potholes and 
highways/signs damage 
issues brought to the parish 
council’s attention to CWaC 
and monitor. 

Councillors 
/Clerk 

NIL As and when 
required. 
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20. Highways 
Weeding 

Report all highways weeding 
issues brought to the parish 
council’s attention to CWaC 
and monitor. 

Councillors 
/Clerk 

NIL As and when 
required. 

21. Speed Reduction Continue to push for the 
20mph speed reduction 
through the core of the village 
 
 
 
Continue to push for 20mph 
speed reduction outside of 
the Primary School as per 
Cheshire West and Chester’ 
blanket proposal 

Councillors 
 
 
 
 
 
Councillors 

£2,640 PC 
contribution 
towards 
speed 
reduction 
 
NIL 

On-going 
 
 
 
 
 
On-going 

 
Footpaths 

22. Footpath 
Accessibility 

Report all footpath accessibility 
issues brought to the parish 
council’s attention to CWaC 
and monitor. 

Councillors 
/Clerk 

NIL As and when 
required. 

23. Maintenance 
/replacement of 
stiles 

Report all stile damage issues 
brought to the parish council’s 
attention to CWaC and monitor. 

Councillors 
/Clerk 

NIL As and when 
required. 

24. Footpath 
Weeding 
/Notifiable Plants 

Report all footpath 
weeding/notifiable plants issues 
brought to the parish council’s 
attention to CWaC and monitor. 

Councillors 
/Clerk 

NIL As and when 
required. 

 
Community Resources 

25. Golden Lion Access Community Hub facility 
within the Golden Lion as a 
replacement for Parish Rooms 

 NIL On-going 

26. Grants - Advertise Grants available 
through Around Ashton 
seeking emails of interest. 

- Bring completed full grant 
applications to Parish Council 
for approval. 

- Pay out grants 
- Obtain from Grant awardees 

evidence that the grants 
awarded have been deployed 
appropriately. 

P Varey 
 
 
Clerk/ 
Councillors 
 
Clerk 
Clerk 

£2,500 
 

September 26 
 
 
November 26 
 
 
May 26 
December 25 for 
grants paid out in 
2025-25 
December 26 for 
grants for 2026-27. 

 
Parish Council 

27. Training - Identify and schedule 
training for Clerk 

- Identify and schedule 
training for Parish 
Councillors 

Clerk 
 
Parish 
Councillors 

£175 
 
£175 

As and when 
required. 

28. Parish Meeting Hold Parish Meeting and invite 
all local organisations to 

Clerk £0 March 2026 



4 of 4 
 

provide verbal or written report 
of years activities 

 
Sub-committees: 
Planning Committee: Cllr Dossett, Cllr Craven & Cllr Mitchell 
Staffing Committee: Cllr Mitchell, Cllr Dossett & Cllr Craven 




