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MEETING MINUTES

Monday 10'*" November 2025, at 7.15pm in Pavilion, Sports and
Recreation Field, Ashton Hayes.

Present: Clir B Craven Clir P Mitchell = Chairperson
Clir I Dossett Clir P Varey
Clir S Eadie

Clerk: Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Members of the Public: 0

The Chair welcomed everyone to the Ashton Hayes Sports and Recreation Field Pavilion and he
hoped that everyone found the location acceptable for this and the next meetings.

APOLOGIES: Apologies were received and accepted from Clir H Deynem (CWaC Ward Councillor)
due to him attending a CWaC Meeting and Clir R Kinsey due to family commitments.

PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES - following the last meeting when Ian Ridgley declared an

interest in becoming a Parish Councillor, it was proposed by Clir Mitchell and seconded by Clir

Dossett and unanimously RESOLVED 25/045 to co-opt Mr Ian Ridgley onto the Parish Council
until May 2027.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - Clir Dossett declared a disclosable interest in planning

applications 25/02738/FUL & 25/03087/FUL due to the applications neighbouring land/property he
owned and he undertook not to vote on the matter.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

Cllr Mitchell proposed, and Clir Dossett seconded and it was unanimously RESOLVED 25/046
that the item relating to the Loan Agreement with the Community Benefit Society should be

discussed with the exclusion of press and public at the end of the meeting due to the sensitive
nature of the subject.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

- Clir Varey reported that a resident had enquired about the Openreach work that was
currently taking place in the village. Clir Varey has organised a meeting with Digital
Cheshire for 11" November 2025 and he undertook to report back to the next PC meeting.

- Clir Varey reported upon the stiles on the public path across to the Church: the stile that
needed removing has been removed; the work on the one that was to be replaced by a
galvanised gate has now been completed; the stile leading onto Gongar Lane has not been
replaced due to the opening being too small and the landowners on either side not
agreeing to have it widened. ClIr Varey also reported that the stile on the footpath to
Barrow that was due to be replaced, has now fallen down and the CWaC footpath officer
has removed it from the site; they are not looking to replace it until the landowner can be
identified, as there is some uncertainty about exactly who's land it is on.
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- Clir Dossett reported that a resident had contacted him about work that is being carried out
on land off Old Lane opposite Timadon. The resident is concerned that the landowner is
preparing to develop it, as topsoil has been removed and hardcore laid on the site. His
concern is that a large barn may be erected for commercial purposes. Clir Deynam is
making further enquiries.

EXTERNAL MATTERS

e Terrorism Protection of Premises Act 2025 Conference - Martyn's Law - ClIr Dossett
reported on a recent virtual conference he had attended and provided a verbal update to
the Parish Councillors on this event. ACTION: Clir Dossett undertook to brief the Golden
Lion, AHSRA and St Johns the Evangelist Church. More information can be found at:
https://homeofficemedia.blog.gov.uk/2025/04/03/martyns-law-factsheet/

e 1st Tarvin & Ashton Scout Group AGM on 17th Nov 2025 — a representative from the Parish
Council was sought to attend. Clir Mitchell undertook to attend if his diary allowed.

» Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Budget Consultation — Fit for the Future is a
consultation that Cheshire West and Chester Council are currently running - this was
highlighted to the meeting in case anyone wished to respond as a resident. It has also been
promoted on NextDoor.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.
It was proposed by Clir Craven and seconded by Clir Dossett and unanimously RESOLVED

25/047 that Clir Mitchell as Chairperson sign the minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 13t
October 2025 as a true and correct record.

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING

The Action List dated 13™ October 2025 was circulated with the agenda for the attention of Parish
Councillors.

The following items were reported and closed on the action list:
e Clerk had reported surface water on Hollands Lane to CWaC

Reported overgrown hedge on Ashton Lane

Reported lack of white lines on Ashton Lane

Provide new members’ information forms to Mr I Ridgley

Submit Planning Response to 25/03034/CAT

Pay invoices

Put minutes on website

Check if our Bank has an overnight deposit account — it was confirmed that the Deposit

Account the PC currently held was the only flexible, instant access account that the

bank could offer the PC,

» Check who funded the VAS signs in the village —the Clerk has checked with CWaC and
they were unsure as to who originally funded the VAS signs, but they are on the CWaC
asset list.

» Check with Mark Brazil if the next road sweep will take place in November or December
— CWaC had confirmed that the new routes had not been developed yet and this would
be organised after the leaf collections have taken place in the autumn.

* PROW - no further update with regards to the ecologist report on the Badgers
ACTION: CliIr Varey to chase.

» Induction Loop System — it was agreed to remove this from the Parish Council’s Assets.

All other actions remain outstanding and will be brought to future meetings.
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PLANNING
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 03/11/2025.

It was noted that the following planning application had been received since the last meeting:
e 25/03087/FUL — 1 Peel Hall Park, Peel Hall Lane, Ashton Hayes, Chester CH3 8AZ —

Erection of single storey side extension. It was agreed to submit a neutralresponse to
this application.

The Parish Councillors reported upon a recent survey that is being undertaken by a member of the
public who was seeking comment on a proposed development of 18 houses, including 8
‘affordable houses’ on the site opposite the Ashton Hayes Sports & Recreational Association
facilities neighbouring Estone Place. This was noted.

ACCOUNTS

Cashbook & Outturn
The year-to-date Cashbook and Qutturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 03/11/2025.
These were accepted.

Clir Dossett raised questions and queries on the Outturn that the Clerk undertook to update
accordingly and circulate at the next meeting.

Bank Reconciliation
RESOLVED 25/048 that following the review of the bank reconciliation and bank statements,
that they be signed by Clir Eadie.

To note income received and expenditure paid out since the last meeting.

Proposed by Clir Dossett and seconded by Clir Varey and unanimously RESOLVED 25/049 that
the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to the meeting for approval as
set out below:

Income received since the last meeting for noting: Gross Comment
Amount

16/10/2026 | Bank Interest £58.91 | Skipton Compound Interest
23/10/2025 | Peter Robinsons £100,019.80 : Sale of Parish Rooms
Payments made since the last meeting for approval

Net Gross
Date Payable to Amount VAT Amount Comment
27/10/2025 | PKF Littlelohn £210.00 £42.00 £252.00 | External Auditor

Ashton & District .

27/10/2025 Gardening Club £192.08 £38.42 £230.50 | Plants for village planters
Payments not yet made for approval

Net Gross
Payable to Amount VAT Amount Comment
PQR Limited £17.50 £3.50 £21.00 | Back pay calculation
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £33.50 £0.00 £33.50 | Clerk’s Expenses
Mrs T Ryali-Harvey £776.91 £0.00 £776.91 | Salary Tax Point 7
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GOLDEN LION - COMMUNITY BENEFIT SOCIETY

It was reported that the new meeting room doors had been installed to allow for a separate room
to be created for community meetings.

HIGHWAYS
Highways ~ nothing further to report.

Speeding Update ~ ClIr Eadie had no further updates in relation to Speeding.

Clir Eadie reported that the issues with the SID machine | has not been resolved and provided the
meeting with options to allow them to discuss and agree a way forward. Following the
discussions, it was proposed by Cllir Eadie and seconded by Clir Varey and unanimously
RESOLVED 25/050 that we proceed with the repair of the motherboard/radar unit, subject to
the questions/checks raised by the meeting being resolved:

- Will the old battery work with new motherboard?

- What will the warranty be on the repair?

- Can we get a service and repair plan set up?

ACTION: Clir Eadie undertook to follow up the checks and seek two further quotes to repair the
device.

ENVIRONMENT

Flooding - It was agreed that the following actions were required:

ACTION: Create the early warning action group as proposed at the recent resident’s meeting.
ACTION: Clir Dossett and Clir Mitchell to pull together an action plan for an Early Warning Action
Group.

ACTION: Ciir Mitchell and Clir Varey to review the Community Resilience Plan.

ACTION: The clerk to ask CWaC/LLFA for a progress report on the installation of a temporary
pump and on the progress made towards the more permanent solution.

Hedaing Survey — ClIr Mitchell and Clir Dossett reported that they had surveyed al! the properties
in the village and 10 houses had been identified as having hedge issues; 1 house was empty,
three people were spoken to and had agreed to undertake the necessary work. The other
properties had been left leaflets for residents to action. Clir Dossett undertook to revisit in a few
weeks to address the issues with the residents.

Public EV charging in the area — Clir Dossett briefed the meeting that he had been in touch with a
company who is coming out to quote for the installation of a 22kW EV charger next to the ASHRA
Pavilion, also at the Golden Lion and a 7Kw charger potentially at the Manley Village Hall. Clir
Dossett sought clarification as to whether and how the Parish Council wished to be involved in this
project. It was agreed that the Parish Council welcomed this initiative.

ACTION: Keep on agenda for update at the next meeting.

PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS
Parish Council Grants - — Cilr Dossett proposed and ClIr Varey seconded that the application

received from the Ashton Hayes Primary School Parent Teacher Association for the Wildflower and
Meadow & Tree Planting and Rainwater Harvesting & Edible Garden be suppotted to the value of
£535 subject to once the projects were completed an article for Around Ashton be provided with
pictures to promote this initiative.
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Parish Rooms — The Clerk reported that the completion of the sale of the Parish Rooms had taken
place on 23" October 2025 and she was now working through closing all utility accounts with
providers.

Update on External Audit and to note the recommendations — The Clerk reported that the External
Audit had been completed and the report from the External Auditor was circulated for the Parish
Council to review and they noted the recommendations.

ACTION: Clerk to forward the comments from the External Audit to the Internal Auditor and seek
a formal response.

It was noted that the External Audit Report was only received in October following the clerk
chasing PKF Littlejohn, even though PKF Littlejohn claimed they had provided it in July.

PARISH ROOMS TRUST - Clir Varey reported on behalf of the Trustees, that they had recently
held a trustee meeting. It was reported that, following the sale of the parish rooms, the Trustees
had voted to wind up the charity and are in the process of doing this. Cilr Varey undertook to
keep the Parish Council updated on the process.

AROUND ASHTON

It was reported that all articles have now been received and are with the proof-reader. They will
then go to the typesetter, and the final version is scheduled to be printed on or around 1st
December. Electronic copies will be distributed as soon as the final version is available.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 8" December 2025 at 7.15pm in
the Pavilion.

Press and Public were asked to leave the meeting due to the sensitive nature of the next item.

Loan Agreement with the Ashton Hayes Community Hub Ltd — Clir Mitchell reported upon several
meetings Ciir Dossett and Clir Mitchell had held with the Community Hub Group and he confirmed
that a draft loan agreement had been provisionally accepted by both parties.

Clir Mitchell reported that he had sought quotes from three Solicitors in respect of advising the
Parish Council on the draft loan agreement.

It was therefore proposed by Clir Mitchell and seconded by ClIr Dossett and unanimously
RESOLVED 25/051 that the Parish Council appoint DTM Legal Services to undertake this work at

a quote of £300 plus VAT, and it was agreed that ClIr Mitchell and Clir Dossett would act on behalf
of the Parish Council liaising with DTM Legal Services.

It was agreed that should the loan agreement with the Community Hub not be agreed by the end
of November then an interim Memorandum of Understanding be put in place as a precursor to a
full agreement being finalised. This is subject to further legal advice being obtained for this.

The meeting closed at 21:55
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