
 

Ashton Hayes and Horton cum Peel 
Parish Council 

 

 

To the Members of Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council: You are hereby summoned to 
attend the Parish Council Meeting on Monday 10th November 2025 at 7.15pm to be held in the Pavilion, 
Ashton Hayes Sports and Recreational Field for the transaction of the business set out below. 
 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND ALL COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 

Signed   Trudy Ryall-Harvey.   
Clerk  

03/11/2025 

AGENDA 
1. APOLOGIES  With explanation  
2. PARISH COUNCIL 

VACANCIES 
To review and approve any applications for co-option onto the Parish Council. Clerk 

3. DECLARATION OF 
INTEREST 

Members to declare any interest under the following categories: pecuniary, 
outside bodies and family, friend or close associate. 

Chair 

4. EXCLUSION OF 
PRESS AND PUBLIC 

Council is asked to discuss excluding the Press and public for any item listed on 
the below Agenda. 
The Parish Council may exercise their right to exclude the public and press by resolution from a closed meeting 
due to the confidential nature to be discussed pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960. 

Chair 

5. PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION 

Reports on matters of public concern affecting the Parish. (max. of 5 mins per 
person unless prior agreement with Chair) 
This provides an opportunity for members of the public (who are not usually permitted to speak during the 
meeting except by special invitation of the Chairman) to participate by asking questions, raising concerns or 
making comments on matters affecting Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel. No decision can be taken during 
this session, but the Chairman may decide to refer any matters raised for further consideration.  
N. B Councils cannot lawfully decide items of business that is not specified in the summons/agenda (LGA1972 
Sch 12, paras 10(2)(b) and Longfield Parish Council v Wright (1918) 88 LJ Ch 119 

1. Including email communications from the public 

Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

6. EXTERNAL 
MATTERS 

1. To receive a verbal summary from the conference on Terrorism Protection 
of Premises Act 2025- Martyn's Law. 

2. 1st Tarvin & Ashton Scout Group AGM – 17th Nov 2025 – to agree a 
representative to attend if appropriate. 

3. Any external matters received since the agenda was circulated. 

ID 
 
ID 
 
Clerk/Chair 

7. MINUTES To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th October 
2025 

Chair 

8. ACTIONS To note actions listed and receive additional updates on items not otherwise 
covered on the agenda. 

Chair  

9. PLANNING To note planning applications as listed on the planning register, including 
comments submitted since the last meeting and enforcement matters. 

Chair 

10. ACCOUNTS 1. To approve the Cashbook Out-turn Year to Date. 
2. To approve and sign the Bank Reconciliation against the Statements. 
3. To note income received and payments made or for approval. 

Clerk 
Clerk 
Clerk 

11. GOLDEN LION Receive an update from the Community Benefit Society HD 
12. HIGHWAYS 1. Highways - To receive a verbal update on issues. 

2. Speeding Update  
– to receive a verbal update on issues raised since the last meeting. 
- SID Machine – to discuss repair or replacement options. 

ID 
 
SE 
SE 

  



13. ENVIRONMENT 1. Flooding – to receive a verbal report of the recent meeting between Parish 
Council, residents and CWAC 

2. Hedging Survey – to receive a verbal update and proposed actions 
following. 

3. Public EV charging in the area to receive a verbal report on this initiative 
and for the PC to decide its role if any in this work. 

ID/PM/SE 
 
ID/PM 
 
 
ID 

14. PARISH COUNCIL 
MATTERS 

1. Parish Council Grants - to consider the applications received for grant 
funding for 2026. 

2. Parish Rooms – to receive a verbal update on the disposal of the building. 
3. To receive a verbal update on the discussions with the Community Benefit 

Society on the Loan Agreement'  
4. To note the competition of the External Audit and note the 

recommendations.  

Clerk 
 
Chair 
Chair 
 
Clerk 

15. PARISH ROOMS 
TRUST 

Receive a verbal update from the Trustees following recent meeting. PV 

16. AROUND ASHTON To consider any items for inclusion in next edition of Around Ashton. PV/ BC 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING Monday 8th December 2025 at 7.15pm – at AHSRA Pavilion, Ashton Hayes. 
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- Cllr Eadie sought confirmation as to who was responsible for the overgrown hedges along 
Ashton Lane near the playing field. 
ACTION: Cllr Eadie undertook to report to CWaC. Cllr Dossett would also endeavour to 
contact the adjacent landowner to cut the hedge. 

 
- Cllr Eadie highlighted that there is a large section of the road on Ashton Lane without white 

lines and wondered if this needs to be reported to CWaC. 
ACTION:  Cllr Eadie undertook to report to CWaC. 

 
- Cllr Mitchell highlighted a question raised by the Gardening Club about whether any 

decision had been taken on the planting of either annual plants or perennials in the parish 
flowerbeds. The council considers perennials to be more sustainable but there was also 
discussion around needing them to be colourful and keeping them low so they do not 
obscure the wording on the village signs.  Mr Rounthwaite, who is a member of the 
gardening club, undertook to speak to the Gardening Club on the Parish Council’s behalf. 

 
- Mr Rounthwaite wished to thank the Parish Council for supporting the proposed 20mph 

speed limit outside the Primary School that is currently being consulted on. He felt that this 
was a positive step after residents have sought such a speed reduction for over 40 years.  

 
- Mr Rounthwaite asked when CWaC was going to proceed with the 20mph through the 

centre of the village. It was explained that we have been promised the work will be 
completed by the end of the current financial year.  

 
- Mr Ridgley introduced himself and mentioned he was interested in joining the Parish 

Council.  The Parish Council confirmed that they would welcome an official application from 
him.  
ACTION: Clerk to forward members interests and information form to Mr Ridgley. 

 
EXTERNAL MATTERS 

 Cheshire West and Chester Connections Event – Highways – 25th September–Cllr Dossett 
provided a verbal report of this event to the meeting and had circulated the slides around. 

 
One resident left the meeting.  
 

 Sandstone Ward Parish Council’s Meeting – Cllr Dossett provided a verbal report of the 
recent Sandstone Meeting to the council.    

 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES. 
It was proposed by Cllr Varey and seconded by Cllr Craven and unanimously RESOLVED 25/038 
that Cllr Mitchell as Chairperson sign the minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 8th September 
2025 as a true and correct record. 
 

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING 
The Action List dated 8th September 2025 was circulated with the agenda for the attention of 
Parish Councillors.   
 

The following items were reported and closed on the action list: 
 Cllr Eadie has responded to residents re speeding concerns 
 Reported faded lines on junction with A54 
 Pay approved invoices 



287 
 

 Put minutes on website 
 Clerk had met with Lance Warburton and signed the premises license over to him for 

the Golden Lion.  
 Send Police contact for reviewing SID locations to Cllr Eadie.  
 Road sweeping of village has been undertaken in September. 
 Check if a representative from CWaC would attend the Flooding meeting.  
 Prepare a presentation for the residents Flooding Meeting.   
 Inform CWaC of new website and email address for the PC.  
 Put Information Technology Policy on website.   
 Clerk contacted Jackie Weaver to obtain advice should the PR not sell.  
 Cllr Dossett spoke to John Hirst regarding drawing up a loan contract. 
 Re-home the Defib Training Equipment. 

 
1.It was agreed that a Working Group should be organised to look at undertaking a Parish Survey.  
ACTION:  Clerk to circulate dates for meeting.  
 
The CWAC PROW Officer recently confirmed that he had spoken with the ecologist and expects to 
be provided with their written report soon. The PROW Officer confirmed that he couldn’t take any 
action until he had received and read the report, but from his discussions with the ecologist it 
looks like the sets under the field are inactive. The active sets appear to be on the path edge and 
by the bank of the brook.  The path has subsidence and needs repairing before it can reopen. 
Legally the Council are responsible for the surface of the path and the Landowner is responsible 
for the land underneath.  The PROW Officer will need to discuss with his superiors as to who is 
liable for the repairs to the path. 
 

The ecologist said that a licence to relocate badgers can only be granted in exceptional 
circumstances and he does not believe this situation merits such circumstances. 
 

After receipt of the ecologist report the next step will probably be: 
 The landowner can reopen the cordoned off section of the field containing the inactive 

holes. 
 The holes by the path can be filled and the footpath reopened.   
 The main works to repair the path will take place next year as a licence will be required for 

the work which can only be undertaken during a specific period. 
 

When the PROW Officer has received the ecologists report he confirmed he would be in touch with 
a timetable of when the footpath can be reopened. 
 
Anyone that walks on the landowner's field on the other side of the brook is committing a trespass 
against that landowner which is a civil law matter. 
 
2. All other actions remain outstanding and will be brought to future meetings. 
 

PLANNING 
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 07/10/2025.  
 

It was noted that the following consultations had been determined by the principal authority since 
the last meeting: 

 25/02156/TPO – Bottom Lodge, Church Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8AB – T1(Oak) – 
undertake pollarding to reduce the tree to an approximate height of 10 meters, pruning 
back to suitable inner sub-lateral growth points in accordance with BS3998:2010 Tree 
Work recommendations – approved. 
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It was noted that the following planning application had been received since the last meeting: 
 25/02738/FUL – Peel Hall, Gongar Lane, Mouldsworth, Chester CH3 8AY – Construction 

of an all-weather horse exercise area with post and rail fencing as part of the existing 
equine business.  It was noted but not discussed that the Parish Council had submitted 
a neutral response to this application.  

 25/03034/CAT - The Ranch House, Pentre Lane, Ashton Hayes, Chester CH3 8BX - Two 
leaning fir trees (marked P1 on site plan) at the end of the drive – request to remove both 
trees (renewal of 23/00032/CAT) – The Parish Council submitted a neutral response to 
this application.  

 
ACCOUNTS 
Cashbook & Outturn  
The year-to-date Cashbook and Outturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 07/10/2025.  
These were accepted.   
ACTION: Clerk to ascertain as to whether the bank have an overnight/short-term interest-bearing 
deposit account 
 

Bank Reconciliation 
RESOLVED 25/039 that following the review of the bank reconciliation and bank statements, 
that they be signed by Cllr Dossett. 
 

To note income received and expenditure paid out since the last meeting. 
Proposed by Cllr Mitchell and seconded by Cllr Dossett and unanimously RESOLVED 25/040 that 
the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to the meeting for approval as 
set out below: 
 

Income received since the last meeting for noting: Gross 
Amount Comment 

16/09/2026 Bank Interest £64.64 Skipton Compound Interest 

24/09/2025 CWaC £454.40 
Ward Members contribution 
towards Milestone 
Refurbishment 

  
Payments made since the last meeting for approval:     

Date Payable to Net 
Amount VAT Gross 

Amount Comment 

15/09/2025 Ashton Hayes Parish Rooms £90.00 £0.00 £90.00 Q2 Room Hire 
16/09/2025 Eos Bespoke Furniture £360.00 £0.00 £360.00 Refurbishment of Noticeboards 
10/10/2025 Royal British Legion £17.37 £3.33 £20.00 Poppy Wreath 
 

Payments not yet made for approval:     

Payable to Net 
Amount 

VAT Gross 
Amount 

Comment 

Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £81.99 £13.48 £95.47 Clerk's Expenses 
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £776.71 £0.00 £776.71 Salary Tax Point 7 

PQR Limited £106.00 £21.20 £127.20 Payrolls Services for Oct 25 – 
Mar 26 

Ashton Hayes Sports and Recreational 
Association £18.00 £0.00 £18.00 Hire of room 
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GOLDEN LION – COMMUNITY BENEFIT SOCIETY 
It was reported that the tenants have been thrilled by the incredible support from everyone.  It 
was confirmed that the premises licence has now been transferred into the tenant’s name and 
they are looking to amend the permitted hours to better suit the business needs, including the 
introduction of a morning coffee and cake offer. 
 
HIGHWAYS  
Highways – nothing further to report. 
 
Speeding Update – Cllr Eadie reported that the issues with the SID still had not been resolved.  
ACTION: Cllr Varey undertook to take the SID home and take it apart to see if it could be 
repaired.  
 
ENVIRONMENT 
Flooding – A meeting was held to discuss flood prevention and management measures. The 
meeting included the Parish Council, impacted residents from Peel Crescent and The Meadows and 
Cheshire West and Chester Council. A written report was circulated prior to the parish council 
meeting. This was discussed and noted at the meeting. 
ACTION: Cllr Dossett to speak to EA about fitting an early flood warning sensor on the culvert. 
 
Following this meeting Stephen Roberts and Chloe Rapson attended a site meeting to look to size 
and cost what is required to provide an emergency floodwater pump and pipe to drain the lower 
part of The Meadows and Peel Crescent.  
ACTION: progress after next meeting if no response is received by then. 
 
Streetcare – Cllr Varey provided a written report of a recent site visit with Mark Brazil, Head of 
Streetcare, Cheshire West and Chester Council which was circulated prior to the meeting and 
noted at the meeting.  
 
PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
Parish Council Grants - The Clerk reported that she had received four expressions of interest for 
Parish Council grants for 2026-27.  She provided a brief outline of each of the expressions of 
interest to the meeting and these were noted.  
 
It was agreed that two of the expressions of interest could be asked to move forward to next step 
of completing the full Grant Application.  
 
It was RESOLVED 25/041 that the Ashton Hayes Community Benefit Society could not move 
forward to next step due to the monies they were seeking having already been spent in 2025-26 
and therefore would not be eligible.  
 
It was RESOLVED 25/042 that St John the Evangelist Church would not be required to complete 
a grant application for the £600 churchyard maintenance money that the Parish Council had 
already agreed to fund in 2026-27. 
ACTION: Clerk to confirm to PTFA deadline for submitting the full application.  
ACTION: Parish Council and AHSRA to have a joint meeting to look at running costs for AHSRA. 
 
Remembrance Sunday – Cllr Varey provided the lamp-post poppies to all Parish Councillors 
together with the locations for putting them up. He asked that all Parish Councillors install the 
lamp-post poppies by 31st October 2025 and take them down by 30th November 2025. 
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Cllr Mitchell sought a representative of the Parish Council to lay the wreath at the Remembrance 
Service in November.  It was agreed that Cllr Varey would undertake this task.  
 
Redirection of old website domain and new website domain - Cllr Varey confirmed that the old 
website domain is now redirected to the new website domain.  Cllr Varey confirmed that he had 
also decommissioned the old website. 
 
AROUND ASHTON 
Items for inclusion in the next Around Ashton: 

- 20mph Speed Limit by the Primary School – once it has been ratified. 
 
Cllr Dossett reported that he had spoken with the owners of 27 properties along Peel Crescent and 
85% of those agreed to receive an electronic copy of Around Ashton instead of paper in future. He 
will speak with the other residents when distributing the next edition of the newsletter.  

 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 10th November 2025 at 7.15pm 
at the Pavilion, AHSRA. The meeting on 8th December 2025 will also take place in the Pavilion. 
 
Press and Public were asked to leave the meeting due to the sensitive nature of the next item. 
One member of the public left the meeting. 
 
Parish Rooms 
The Chair reported that the Parish Rooms had been successfully sold via Auction on 24th 
September and it was expected that the sale would complete on 23rd October 2025.  
 
Cllr Mitchell raised concern about the items that were currently in the Parish Rooms that we 
needed to find temporary storage for.  Cllr Dossett and Cllr Craven undertook to store items 
temporarily until a solution had been identified and agreed.  
 
Cllr Mitchell reported that he and Cllr Dossett had been in discussion with members of the 
Community Benefit Society about the contractual terms under which the money could be provided 
to them.  The principle being that the Parish Council would transfer the money by way of a loan in 
perpetuity, on the condition that the Parish Council can use the Golden Lion free of charge for up 
to 11 Parish Council meetings plus 4 additional meetings each year and the Community Benefit 
Society would provide a storage facility for the Parish Council to utilise.  It was confirmed that 
within the agreement the funds would only come back to the Parish Council if the Community 
Benefit Society went into liquidation or it failed to meet its obligations to the PC or community.   
 
It was unanimously RESOLVED 25/43 that the Parish Council instructed Cllr Mitchell to proceed 
and obtain three quotes from solicitors to review the loan agreement and provide comments and 
advice to the Parish Council. 
ACTION:   Cllr Mitchell to obtain quotes for Contract Law advice for fixed price advice. 
 
It was also reported in relation to the application for adverse possession, that the Parish Council 
had received the following response following a Land Registry Survey: 
 
Unfortunately we were unable to progress the application until you are able to deal with the 
following: 
The inspection survey of the above land has not been completed.  
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Please note that whilst the applicants appear to be in occupation of the land sought to be 
registered, it can be accessed by the properties either side, and the adjoining property under title 
number CH632692 (Westholme, West End) has a right of way over the land to the rear. 
 
As the land is used as access for adjoining properties, it is difficult to see how the application can 
successfully demonstrate exclusive possession.   
 
Cllr Varey confirmed that the solicitor had identified case law and was going to go back to the land 
registry to challenge it. 
 
Confirmation was sought as to what correspondence address the Parish Council should use 
following the sale of the Parish Rooms, after researching the cost of a post office box, it was 
unanimously RESOLVED 25/44 to use the Clerk’s address for correspondence.   
 

The meeting closed at 22.07 
 

Signed:............................................................... Dated:............................................... 
  



292 
 

 

ACTION LIST 
 Action: Undertaken by Status 
 
 

Public Participation: 
– Brines Brow – ask CWaC whose responsibility it is to 

maintain trees 
– CWAC issuing a section 136 re hedge on Peel Crescent.  
– Check with Hugo regarding update on redevelopment of 

A54 Junction 
– Speak to tenant of land with bird scarer on in AH 
– Clerk to report road surface water on Hollands Lane 
 
- Report overgrown hedge on Ashton Lane 
- Report lack of white lines on Ashton Lane 
- Provide new members information forms to Mr Ridgley 

 
Cllr Deynem 
 
With CWaC 
Clerk 
 
Cllr Kinsey  
Clerk 
 
Cllr Eadie 
Cllr Eadie 
Clerk 

 
Ongoing 
 
Emailed 11-03-2025 
 
 
 
 
 
Completed - 
HW757121703 
 
 
Completed 

 Planning: 
- Submit responce to 25/03034/CAT 

 
Clerk 

 
Completed 

 
 

Accounts: 
- Pay approved invoices 

 
- Put minutes on website 
- Check if bank have an overnight deposit account 

 
Cllrs Dossett / Varey / 
Mitchell 
Clerk 
Clerk 

 
Completed 
 
 

 Environmental Matters: 
- Examples of surveys/public consultation on Parish Council 

priorities; 
- Emergency Flooding email escalate as to why PC receive 

no response when logging incidents 
- Chase CWaC as to when the Section 19 report will be 

carried out for the 2024 flooding.  
- Chase with CWaC LLFA for an update as to when they 

would be applying for funding for the proposed additional 
pipe to remove water from Gongar Lane. 

- Carry out hedging survey 

 
Parish Councillors 
 
Cllr Deynem/CWaC 
 
Cllr Deynem/CWaC 
 
Cllr Deynem/CWaC 
 
 
Cllr Dossett & Mitchell 

 
Review in Autumn 
 
 
 

 Golden Lion 
- Clerk to explore the transfer of the Golden Lion license to 

Lance Warburton 

 
Clerk 

 
Completed  
Emailed 15-07-2025 
CWaC 

 
 

Highways: 
- Installation of 20mph from Playing field to past Golden 

Lion 
- CWaC investigating the flooding on Peel Hall Lane. 
- Request if a designated Police space could be created by 

Grasscrete opposite the Primary School. 
- CWAC to change the status of Shay Lane to be gated 
- Check who funded the VAS signs in the village 
- Take SID to see if it can be repaired. 

 
CWaC 
 
CWaC 
CWaC to provide a 
quote 
S Bateman 
  
Cllr Varey  

 
To be completed by 
end of financial yr. 
Ongoing 
Scheme currently 
being planned out. 
Ongoing 
Completed 

 Environment 
- Speak to EA to see if an early warning senor can be fitted 

on the culvert 
- Chase progress following site visit from Stephen Roberts 

and Chloe Rapson 
- Check with Mark Brazil if the next Road Sweep will take 

place in November or December 

 
Cllr Dossett 
 
Clerk (after 27th Oct) 
 
Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
Emailed 14-10-2025 

 PROW:  
- Reported PROW obstructions on AHFP6 Ref: GS632617925 

- Badger holes by Baker Way path through Cllr Kinsey’s 
Land CWAC PROW consulting with external Ecologist 

 
PROW officer 
 
 

 
On-going  
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 Council Matters 
- Asset Register –Hugo Deynem to check if the Golden Lion 

could make use of the hearing loop system. 

 
Cllr Deynem 
 

 
Ongoing 
 

 Parish Council: 
- Confirm to PTFA deadline for grant applications.  
- Organise a joint meeting with AHSRA to discuss finances. 

 
Clerk 
PM/ID 

 
 

 Around Ashton: 
- Scout Hut Update  
- A54 Working Group Update 
- Flooding 

  

 Around Ashton Dates   

Edition Publication Date 
Deadline for 
Receipt of PC 
Articles 

Deadline for PC 
Approval of PC 
Articles 

Winter Monday 1st December 2025 
Monday 3rd 
November 

Monday 10th 
November 
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Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council 
BY EMAIL 

DDI:  
+44 (0)20 7516 2200 
Email:  
sba@pkf-l.com  
Date:  
23 July 2025 
 Our Ref:  
CH0017 
SAAA Ref:  
SB00352 

  

Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council 
Completion of the limited assurance review for the year ended 31 March 2025 

Dear Mrs Ryall-Harvey 

We have completed our review of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) for Ashton Hayes 
and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council for the year ended 31 March 2025.  Please find our external auditor 
report and certificate (Section 3 of the AGAR Form 3) included for your attention as an attachment to the 
email containing this letter along with a copy of Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR, on which our report is based. 

The external auditor report and certificate details any matters arising from the review.  The smaller 
authority must publish these documents immediately and at the next meeting consider the final external 
auditor report and decide what, if any, action is required.   

Action you are required to take at the conclusion of the review 

The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) set out what you must do at the conclusion of the 
review.  In summary, you are required to: 

• Prepare a “Notice of conclusion of audit” which details the rights of inspection, in line with the 
statutory requirements.  We attach a pro forma notice you may use for this purpose (a Word version is 
available on request). 

• Publish the “Notice” along with the certified AGAR (Sections 1, 2 & 3) before 30 September 2025 , 
which must include publication on the smaller authority’s website.  (Please note that when the statute 
and regulations were amended in 2014 and 2015, they did not include a requirement for the length of 
time for which that the “Notice” must be published. The previous statute required 14 days; but it is 
now up to the authority to make this decision). 

• Keep copies of the AGAR available for purchase by any person on payment of a reasonable sum.  
• Ensure that Sections 1, 2 and 3 of the published AGAR remain available for public access for a period 

of not less than 5 years from the date of publication.  
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Fee 
We enclose our fee note, on page 4 of this attachment, for the limited assurance review, which is in 
accordance with the fee scales set by Smaller Authorities' Audit Appointments Ltd which can be found at 
https://www.saaa.co.uk/audit-fees/.  This fee is statutory, must be paid and is due immediately on receipt 
of invoice, please arrange for this to be paid at the earliest opportunity. 
 

Additional charges are itemised on the fee note, where applicable.  These arise where either: 
• we have had to issue chaser letters and/or exercise our statutory powers due to a failure to provide 

an AGAR by the submission deadline; or  
• it was necessary for us to undertake additional work. 

 

Please return the remittance advice with your payment, which should be sent to: PKF Littlejohn LLP, 
Ref: Credit control (SBA), 5th Floor, 15 Westferry Circus, Canary Wharf, London, E14 4HD.  Please 
include the reference CH0017 or Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council as a reference when 
paying by BACS. 
 
Timetable for 2025/26 

Next year we plan to set a submission deadline for the return of the completed AGAR Form 3 and 
associated documents (or Certificate of Exemption) in the usual way and this is expected to be Wednesday 
1 July 2026.  It is anticipated that the instructions will be sent out during March 2026, subject to 
arrangements for the 2025/26 AGARs and Certificates of Exemption being finalised by Smaller Authorities’ 
Audit Appointments Limited (SAAA).  Our instructions will cover any changes about which smaller 
authorities need to be aware. 

• The smaller authority must inform the electorate of a single period of 30 working days during which 
public rights may be exercised. The period must be exactly 30 working days, please do not set public 
rights dates that cover a longer period.  This information must be published at least the day before 
the inspection period commences;  

• The inspection period must include the first 10 working days of July 2026, i.e. 1 to 14 July inclusive.  In 
practice this means that public rights may be exercised: 

o at the earliest, between Wednesday 3 June and Tuesday 14 July 2026; and 
o at the latest, between Wednesday 1 July and Tuesday 11 August 2026. 

As in previous years, in order to assist you in this process we plan to include a pro forma template notice 
with a suggested inspection period on our website.  On submitting your AGAR and associated 
documentation, as was the case for this year, we will need you to either confirm that the suggested dates 
have been adopted or inform us of the alternative dates selected.   

We would like to draw your attention to a change within the Practitioners’ Guide 2025 which is mandatory 
for the 2025/26 period.  Paragraphs 1.47 to 1.54 relate to an additional assertion to be included in the 2025-
26 AGAR, Assertion 10, regarding email management, websites, compliance with both the General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR) 2016 and the Data Protection Act (DPA) 2018 and the requirement to have an 
IT policy.  The requirements in relation to Assertion 10 are listed in Paragraphs 1.47 to 1.54 and the local 
authority should review these requirements and take appropriate steps to ensure compliance. 
 
Feedback on 2024/25 
 
We would welcome feedback on your experiences with PKF Littlejohn LLP during the review for the year 
ended 31 March 2025.  Such feedback is important to us to help us drive improvements in client service.  If 
you wish to provide feedback, our satisfaction survey template can be used, which is available on our 
website on this page: https://www.pkf-l.com/services/limited-assurance-regime/useful-information-and-
links/ 
Yours sincerely  
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Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council 
 

Notice of conclusion of audit 
Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2025 

 
Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 

 
Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 

 
 Notes 

1. The audit of accounts for Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish 
Council for the year ended 31 March 2025 has been completed and the 
accounts have been published.  

 

This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3 of 
the AGAR must be published by 30 
September. This must include 
publication on the smaller 
authority’s website. The smaller 
authority must decide how long to 
publish the Notice for; the AGAR and 
external auditor report must be 
publicly available for 5 years. 

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor’s 
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any local 
government elector of the area of Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel 
Parish Council on application to:  

 

 

(a) ____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 

 

(a) Insert the name, position and 
address of the person to whom 
local government electors should 
apply to inspect the AGAR 

(b) ____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 

 

(b)  Insert the hours during which 
inspection rights may be 
exercised 

3. Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on 
payment of £____ (c) for each copy of the Annual Governance & 
Accountability Return. 

 

(c) Insert a reasonable sum for 
copying costs 

Announcement made by: (d) ___________________________ 
 

(d)  Insert the name and position of 
person placing the notice 

Date of announcement: (e) ___________________________ 
 
 

(e) Insert the date of placing of the 
notice  

 

76 Oaklea Avenue, Hoold, Chester CH2 3RE

Mrs T Ryall-Harvey, Clerk & RFO

Monday - Wednesday 9am - 3pm

1.00

Mrs T Ryall-Harvey, Clerk & RFO

21-10-2025
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