


 

 

13. PARISH COUNCIL 
MATTERS 

1. Parish Council Grants - to note the expressions of interest received for 
grants for 2026. 

2. Remembrance Sunday – to agree who will represent the Parish Council 
and lay the Wreath  

3. Redirecting old website domain to new website domain – to agree the 
recommendation to move the hosting of the old domain 
(ashtonhayespc.co.uk) so that it is hosted by the same company as the 
new domain in order to allow more efficient redirects.  

4. Parish Rooms – to receive a verbal update on the sale of the building, 
registry of land to the rear of the property and review a draft of the 
proposed mechanism for transfer of funds to the Ashton Hayes 
Community Benefit Society 

Clerk 
 
Chair 
 
PV 
 
 
 
Chair/ID 

14. AROUND ASHTON To consider any items for inclusion in next edition of Around Ashton. PV/ BC 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING Monday 10th November 2025 at 7.15pm – venue to be agreed.   
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EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC –  
RESOLVED 25/029 - Cllr Mitchell proposed, and Cllr Dossett seconded that the item relating to 
the Parish Rooms should be discussed with the exclusions of press and public at the end of the 
meeting due to the sensitive nature of the subject. 
 
EXTERNAL MATTERS 

- Cheshire West and Chester Town and Parish Conference – Cllr Dossett and Cllr Craven 
provided the meeting with a verbal report on the conference.  

- Cheshire West and Chester Connections Event – Highways – 25th September between 6pm 
and 7pm – it was reported that Cllr Dossett and Cllr Mitchell agreed to attend this event 
and report back.   

- Cheshire West and Chester Connections Localities Meeting in Frodsham – it was agreed 
that Cllr Varey and Cllr Dossett would attend this meeting and report back. 

- Cheshire West and Chester Local Plan issues and options (Regulation 18) consultation – it 
was reported that Cllr Dossett had submitted a response to this consultation on behalf of 
the Parish Council. 

 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES. 
It was proposed by Cllr Eadie and seconded by Cllr Craven and unanimously RESOLVED 25/030 
that Cllr Mitchell as Chairperson sign the minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 14th July 2025 
as a true and correct record. 
 

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING 
The Action List dated 14/07/2025 was circulated with the agenda for the attention of Parish 
Councillors.   
 
The following items were reported and closed on the action list: 

- Provide location and pictures of sign to clerk to report ‘Grit on Road’ sign to CWaC. 
- Cllr Eadie has contacted the Speed Watch Group to discuss the relocation of SID. 
- Submit response to 25/01633/FUL  
- Pay approved invoices 
- Put minutes on website 
- Create Flood Mitigation Plan  
- Lance Warburton produced an introduction for Around Ashton 
- Re-siting of the Milestone Marker between Mouldsworth and Ashton Hayes has been 

completed by Cheshire West and Chester Council 
- Seek clarification on work carried out on Kelsall Bypass 
- Confirm to Cllr Deynem that Cllr Eadie wishes to join the A54 Working Group 
- Sent outstanding flood action concerns to Highways and Head of CWaC council, Louise 

Gittins and the Chief Executive of CWaC seeking confirmation of actions discussed 
- Bring Flood mitigation proposed actions to next mtg. 
- Ask PROW to replace the footpath closed signs 
- Obtain two additional quotes to renovate Noticeboard 

 
All other actions remain outstanding and will be brought to future meetings. 
 

PLANNING 
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 01/09/2025.  
 

It was noted that the following consultations had been determined by the principal authority since 
the last meeting: 
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- 24/02135/S73 – Woodside Farm, Brines Brow, Ashton Hayes CH3 8AG – Removal of 
agricultural occupancy condition as part of application 6/12857 – Extension to dwelling – 
withdrawn. 

- 25/01290/FUL – The Golden Lion, Kelsall Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8BH – Erection of a 
single storey front porch over the main entrance door to the front of the pub – approved. 

 

It was noted that the following planning application had been received since the last meeting: 
- 25/02156/TPO – Bottom Lodge, Church Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8AB – T1(Oak) – 

undertake pollarding to reduce the tree to an approximate height of 10 meters, pruning 
back to suitable inner sub-lateral growth points in accordance with BS3998:2010 Tree Work 
recommendations – the Parish Council submitted a neutral response to this application. 

 
ACCOUNTS 
Cashbook & Outturn  
The year-to-date Cashbook and Outturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 01/09/2025.  
These were accepted.   
 

Bank Reconciliation 
RESOLVED 25/031 that following the review of the bank reconciliation and bank statements, 
that they be signed by Cllr Craven. 
 

To note income received and expenditure paid out since the last meeting. 
Proposed by Cllr Mitchell and seconded by Cllr Dossett and unanimously RESOLVED 25/032 that 
the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to the meeting for approval as 
set out below: 
 

Income received since the last meeting for noting 
Gross 
Amount Comment 

15/07/2025 Bank Interest £65.82 Skipton Compound Interest 
15/08/2025 Bank Interest £68.15 Skipton Compound Interest 
08/09/2025 Bank Interest £29.08 Barclays Deposit Account Interest 
Payments made since the last meeting for approval     

Date Payable to 
Net 
Amount VAT 

Gross 
Amount Comment 

11/08/2025 Siteground Hosting £27.99 £5.60 £33.59 1 Month Website Hosting Plan 
11/09/2025 Siteground Hosting £27.99 £5.60 £33.59 1 Month Website Hosting Plan 
28/08/2025 Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £755.47 £0.00 £755.67 Salary Tax Point 5 
            
Payments not yet made for approval     

Payable to 
Net 
Amount VAT 

Gross 
Amount Comment 

Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £23.80 £1.84 £25.64 Clerk's Expenses 
HMRC £255.50 £0.00 £255.50 PAYE Payment for Tax Point 4/5 & 6 
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £883.51 £0.00 £883.51 Salary Tax Point 6 
Ashton Hayes Primary School £312.20 £0.00 £312.20 Printing of Around Ashton 

 
GOLDEN LION 
Cllr Mitchell announced the opening of The Golden Lion in Ashton Hayes and reported that the 
tenant had been very happy with the level of business so far.   
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HIGHWAYS  
Speeding Update – Cllr Eadie reported that after he had received a handover from Cllr Varey, he 
found that he was unable to download the data from the SID. The SID has not been relocated to 
the Meadows as the device cannot be changed to take into account the different speed limit due 
to a fault.  Cllr Eadie is pursuing support for the SID machine, but this has been delayed due to 
the original company closing for business in June.   
ACTION:  Send Cllr Eadie contact for reviewing SID locations in the village. 
ACTION: Ask Stuart Bateman who funded the VAS speed warning signs at the approach to 
Ashton Hayes village. 
 
Cllr Eadie also reported he had a meeting with the Area Traffic Office and PCSO and they 
discussed the hot spots in the area, two immediate issues were identified: 

(i) since the Golden Lion has been opened, it was identified that vehicles turning out of the 
car park posed a danger and the Police Traffic Officer was going to request CWaC to re-
paint the lines on the road around the corner of the Golden Lion.  
 
(ii) Lack of police support following the Parish Council providing SID data to them; since the 
meeting Cllr Eadie confirmed that the police traffic van had attended several times during 
peak times and it was reported that on 26th August, 7 cars were caught, on the 28th August 
a further 7 cars were caught via the police van and the PCSO had also visited but caught 
no-one.  The Parish Council welcomed the attendance of the Police Van in the area and Cllr 
Eadie confirmed that the Traffic Officer had discussed locating the van in the layby at 
Gongar Lane.  

 
Cllr Eadie raised concern about the potential change of speed limit on Church Lane to a 20mph by 
the school which would mean that the Police would no-longer attend to monitor the speed of this 
area.  
 
Cllr Mitchell reported that since the last meeting Pentre Lane had received a surface treatment and 
therefore had improved this road considerably.  
 
It was also reported that CWaC had sprayed the kerb side weeds around the village, which the 
Parish Council believed to have been successful.  Councillors asked when Cheshire West and 
Chester would be attending with the road sweeper to clean the gutters. 
ACTION:  Clerk to chase when the road sweeping will be undertaken for the village? 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
Flooding – following the outstanding actions being shared with Highways, the Parish Council had 
written to the Chief Executive of Cheshire West and Chester and the Chair (Louise Gittins). An 
unsatisfactory response had been received and a further response to Cheshire West and Chester 
Council had been sent; all of this information was shared with the Parish Councillors prior to the 
meeting, and noted at the meeting.  
 
It was confirmed that the Parish Council had arranged a meeting with residents from Peel 
Crescent to discuss working together when flooding occurs again. 
 
ACTION: Clerk to chase CWaC to confirm if any representatives would be able to attend the 
flooding meeting.  
ACTION: Cllrs Eadie, Varey, Mitchell and Dossett to meet to agree the presentation for the 
meeting. 
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Flood mitigation actions- the Flood Mitigation actions were circulated prior to the meeting and it 
was proposed by Cllr Dossett, seconded by Cllr Craven and unanimously RESOLVED 25/033 to 
adopt the working document. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
Village Notice Boards 
Cllr Mitchell reported that Matt Clark has now finalised the renovation of the noticeboards. 
 
Website and Email Transition to new Domain 
Cllr Varey provided a written report in his absence stating that the transition of the email accounts 
is complete and any emails sent to the old addresses are being forwarded to the relevant new 
address. 
 
The transition of the website is almost complete.  The new website is live and anyone entering the 
old website address will soon be automatically diverted to the new site. Cllr Varey has agreed to 
leave things as they are for another couple of weeks to ensure there are no unforeseen issues and 
then will decommission the old site. 
ACTION: Clerk to inform CWaC of the new website address for Ashton Hayes Parish Council 
 
Cllr Mitchell thanked Cllr Varey, on behalf of the Parish Council, for all of his work on this project. 
 
Information Technology Policy – the draft Information Technology Policy was circulated prior to 
the meeting and it was unanimously RESOLVED 25/034 to adopt it. 
 
Local Pay Rise Awards for 2025-26 - the Staffing Committee provided a recommendation to the 
meeting to adopt the Local Pay Awards for 2025-26 and agree to the backpay from 1st April 2025 
for the Clerk.  This was proposed by Cllr Dossett and seconded by Cllr Craven and unanimously 
RESOLVED 25/035. 
 
Annual Review of Business Plan – the updated Business Plan for 2024-2029 was circulated and 
approved for adoption subject to Cllr Mitchell’s slight amendments.   
 
Financial Regulations – the revised Financial Regulations were circulated with the agenda pack and 
reviewed at the meeting.  It was proposed by Cllr Dossett, seconded by Cllr Eadie and 
unanimously RESOLVED 25/036 that they be adopted with immediate effect.  
 
Land off Peel Hall Lane – Cllr Dossett provided the meeting with the background to the land 
occupied by the Scouts off Peel Hall Lane. It was confirmed that a contractual agreement between 
Ashton Hayes & Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council and Tarvin & Ashton Scout Group for the use of 
the Land off Peel Hall Lane had been signed by both parties and the Tarvin & Ashton Scout Group 
were now working to improve the facilities at the site for the benefit of all Scout Groups.  
 
Cllr Dossett reported that he attended a recent open evening at the Land off Peel Hall Lane, and 
he reported that the Scouts intend to use it as an “Outdoor Centre” . They have cut some of the 
hedges and tided up the structures in the outside area.  There is work required to the rest of the 
hedges and fences, to the building and the gate. They are planning to carry out this work over the 
next year.  
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COMMUNITY 
Community Clean-up 
Cllr Varey had provided a list of potential dates. It was agreed that the next Community Clean Up 
will be undertaken on Saturday 18th October, 2025. 
 
AROUND ASHTON 
Items for inclusion in the next Around Ashton: 

- A54 Working Group Update 
- Flooding 
- Scout Hut Update 

 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 13th October 2025 at 7.15pm at 
a venue to be confirmed. 
 
Press and Public were asked to leave the meeting due to the sensitive nature of the next item. 
One member of the public left the meeting. 
 
Parish Rooms 
The Chairman reported that the Parish Rooms was withdrawn from the auction in August due to a 
lack of bidders, and that it had been agreed to place it in the auction for September as this was 
expected to be a busier auction.  It was also noted that the status of the property has been 
changed from ‘commercial’ to ‘residential’ as there was the opportunity to convert it to housing 
subject to the necessary planning permission. It is  hoped that this will increase interest in the 
property.  
 
The new auction date is 25th September. However, the question was raised as to what would be 
the next step should it not sell at the next auction? 
 
ACTION: Seek advice from Jackie Weaver; as the Parish Rooms will then have gone to three 
auctions, and if no bids, what position does the Parish Council have in accepting a lower bid. 
 
Caretaker – it was reported that she had been issued with her redundancy with effect from 14th 
September.  The Parish Council discussed the potential requirement for an occasional cleaner / 
caretaker on a short-term basis and it was agreed to employ a cleaner / caretaker on a self-
employed basis until the Parish Rooms was sold.  
 
Following the request to the Golden Lion Hub Ltd to provide storage facilities for the Parish 
Council’s equipment it had been suggested by Cllr Deynem, that a neighbouring resident had 
sheds that back onto the Golden Lion car park, which they may be willing to rent out. It was 
agreed that Cllr Deynem would explore this option with the resident.  
 
It was agreed that a contract needs to be drafted between the Parish Council and the Community 
Benefit Society for the loan of funds which will eventually arise from the sale of the Parish Rooms.  
ACTION: Cllr Dossett to speak to John Hurst about the potential of drawing up a draft loan 
contract for the Parish Council. 
 

The meeting closed at 21.27 
 

Signed:............................................................... Dated:............................................... 
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ACTION LIST 
 Action: Undertaken by Status 
 
 

Public Participation: 
– Brines Brow – ask CWaC whose responsibility it is to 

maintain trees 
– CWAC issuing a section 136 re hedge on Peel Crescent.  
– Draft response to resident re speeding concerns. 
– Check with Hugo regarding update on redevelopment of 

A54 Junction 
– Report faded lines on junction of A54 

 
Cllr Deynem 
 
With CWaC 
Cllr Eadie 
Clerk 
 
Cllr Mitchell 

 
Ongoing 
 
Emailed 11-03-2025 

 Planning: 
-  

 
 

 
 

 
 

Accounts: 
- Pay approved invoices 

 
- Put minutes on website 

 
Cllrs Dossett / Varey / 
Mitchell 
Clerk 

 
Completed 
 
Completed 

 Environmental Matters: 
- Report all infrastructure issues to CWaC 
- Examples of surveys/public consultation on Parish Council 

priorities; 
- Emergency Flooding email escalate as to why PC receive 

no response when logging incidents 
- Chase CWaC as to when the Section 19 report will be 

carried out for the 2024 flooding.  
- Chase with CWaC LLFA for an update as to when they 

would be applying for funding for the proposed additional 
pipe to remove water from Gongar Lane. 

- Carry out hedging survey 

 
All Councillors 
Parish Councillors 
 
Cllr Deynem/CWaC 
 
Cllr Deynem/CWaC 
 
Cllr Deynem/CWaC 
 
 
Cllr Dossett & Mitchell 

 
Ongoing 
Review in Autumn 
 
 
 

 Golden Lion 
- Clerk to explore the transfer of the Golden Lion license to 

Lance Warburton 

 
Clerk 

 
Emailed 15-07-2025 
CWaC 

 
 

Highways: 
- Installation of 20mph from Playing field to past Golden 

Lion 
- CWaC investigating the flooding on Peel Hall Lane. 
- Request if a designated Police space could be created by 

Grasscrete opposite the Primary School. 
- Consider changing status of Shay Lane to green lane to 

allow it to be gated 
- Find out when Road sweeping of village would be 

undertaken 
- Check who funded the VAS signs in the village 
- Send Police contact for reviewing SID Locations to S Eadie 

 
CWaC 
 
CWaC 
CWaC to provide a 
quote 
S Bateman 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
Clerk 

 
To be completed by 
end of calendar yr. 
On-going 
Scheme currently 
being planned out. 
Ongoing 
 
 
 
Emailed 09-09-2025 
Completed 

 Environment 
- Check if there will be a representative from CWaC 

attending the resident flooding meeting. 
- Organise a Pre-meeting to pull together presentation 

 
Clerk 
 
Cllrs Dossett, Varey, 
Mitchell & Eadie 

 

 PROW:  
- Reported PROW obstructions on AHFP6 Ref: GS632617925 

- Badger holes by Baker Way path through Cllr Kinsey’s 
Land CWAC PROW consulting with external Ecologist 

 
PROW officer 
 
 

 
On-going  
 
 

 Council Matters 
- Asset Register –Hugo Deynem to check if the Golden Lion 

could make use of the hearing loop system. 
- Inform CWaC of new website address and email for the 

Council 
- Add Information Technology Policy to website 

 
Cllr Deynem 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

 
 
 
Emailed 09-09-2025 
 
Completed 
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 Parish Rooms: 

- Cllr Varey to enquire if the First Responder wished to have 
the Defib training equipment. 

- Obtain advice from Jackie Weaver should the Parish 
Rooms not sell in September. 

- Speak to John Hurst regarding drawing up loan contract 

 
Cllr Varey 
 
Clerk 
 
Cllr Dossett 

 
Emailed 15/07/25 
 

 Around Ashton: 
- Scout Hut Update  
- A54 Working Group Update 
- Flooding 

  

 Around Ashton Dates   

Edition Publication Date 
Deadline for 
Receipt of PC 
Articles 

Deadline for PC 
Approval of PC 
Articles 

Winter Monday 1st December 2025 
Monday 3rd 
November 

Monday 10th 
November 
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SUMMARY OF MEETING HELD IN THE AHSRA PAVILION TO DISCUSS PROGRESS ON 
FLOODING PREVENTION AND MITIGATION ISSUES AROUND THE PEEL CRESCENT 

AND THE MEADOWS AREAS WITHIN ASHTON HAYES 
23rd SEPTEMBER 2025 

 
Present: Peter Mitchell, Ashton Hayes Parish Council (PM) 
                    Ian Dossett,      Ashton Hayes Parish Council (ID) 
      Maria Roberts, Cheshire West and Chester Council (MR) 

15 Residents representing 7 Properties aƯected by flooding in Peel    
Crescent, and 4 properties aƯected by flooding in The Meadows 
 

1. The meeting had been arranged as an opportunity for residents who had been 
aƯected by flooding around the Peel Crescent and The Meadows areas to 
understand the actions that had been proposed, and progress or otherwise on them, 
to address the problems arising from the flooding events that had taken place over 
the last 5 years; the first serious event being Storm Christoph, but there had been 
three events since then. 

2. PM noted the Councillor Louise Gittins had been invited to this meeting, for which 
we had had no response, but thanked MR for coming to the meeting at very short 
notice. 

3. PM introduced the meeting by sharing copies of the most recent correspondence 
between CWaC and the Parish Council and, in particular, the attached spreadsheet 
which listed all the Actions that had arisen at, and since meetings that were held in 
January and February 2025  between representatives of various agencies including 
AHPC, CWaC, and the Environment Agency. A number of these actions had been 
raised at much earlier meetings. At least one of these meetings had involved 
residents aƯected by the flooding and a local farmer. The correspondence included 
comments from CWaC and AHPC. 

4. It was explained by PM and MR that many actions had been carried out previously 
including clearing the culvert from its entrance down to the bottom of the Meadows, 
but not behind Peel Crescent. 

5. ID explained to the meeting that the culvert and brook are classed as a river by the 
Environment Agency and require maintenance from the top of the system at the 
culvert entrance in Shay Lane, down to the exit in the brook, near to the scout hut. 
The lower smaller part of the culvert runs beneath the gardens in Peel Crescent. It 
was also recognised by the meeting that it would not be feasible to stop the roadway 
flooding unless actions upstream of the culvert entrance could be made to hold 
back and slow the surge of water through the system in extreme weather, which is 
only going to become more prevalent. It was explained that three active drainage 
systems have been identified running through The  Meadows i.e. the culverted river, 
the foul water system and the road drainage. It is not known as to what, if any, 



 

 

connections exist between these systems, albeit they are believed to be essentially 
separate. Also of note is that the culvert pipe behind Peel Crescent is significantly 
smaller than the inlet pipe even before at least one other side channels joins it. 

6. MR was asked for an update on progress re a permanent flood overflow system. that 
has been previously proposed, between the lower part of Peel Crescent  down to the 
open part of the brook. The intent would be that water which overflows from Shay 
Lane and drains on the Shay Lane side of Church road would flow down The 
Meadows roadway and into a raised overflow and separate additional culvert system 
down to the open part of the brook, preferably below the bridge and its culverts . In 
storm Christoph the culverts under the bridge could barely cope with the flood 
waters. 

7. Much discussion involved the potential installation of a temporary flood pump and 
pipe along the back and just outside of the gardens in Peel Crescent; this would be a 
temporary measure until a permanent overflow could be put in place. It was 
generally agreed that this would almost certainly reduce the risk of properties being 
flooded again. MR explained that it was previously hoped that CWaC’s Quick Wins 
budget for 2024/2025 could have covered this, but had been fully allocated in 24/25. 
Residents  were particularly concerned that no progress appeared to have been 
made on this and cited the stress that heavy rainfall events created, repeated 
damage to properties and cars , problems with property insurance, risk of properties 
becoming uninsurable and unsellable and potential harm to residents (as had 
happened in the last flood event). MR claimed that CWaC needed information on 
volumes of water, length of pipe etc. It was explained that nobody had sought this 
information before despite it being discussed, but we could arrange for it to be 
obtained. MR also explained that we would need to arrange safe storage of the 
equipment if provided. AHPC explained that we had storage facilities which may 
change but would be provided. 
MR agreed that this solution needs to be expedited and that she would arrange, 
in the next 2 weeks, for an engineer to visit the site, work up a scheme which 
would be proposed for this year’s Quick Wins budget. She was very optimistic 
that it would be approved.  

8. There seemed to be no problem with the supply of sandbags.  
MR agreed that she would arrange for a pallet of sandbags to be delivered to 
Richard Kinsey’s farm.  

9. There was considerable discussion about the supply of tankers) in the event of 
flooding. It was explained by ID that at the last flooding event 3 tankers were 
employed but could not keep up with the flow of water despite best eƯorts. One was 
from CWaC and two were from a local resident farmer. He now only has one 
available. We explained that we had a good arrangement with the local farmer who 
had attended previous flooding events and who would come out upon request by 
the PC . He  was concerned that if he entered into a contractual arrangement with 



 

 

CWaC that he may be required to attend flooding locations outside the village, 
which he is not willing to do. We emphasised the need for CWaC tankers to be 
available. The MR response was that flooding events created demand in excess of 
CWaC’s tanker supply and there was not a budget to provide for the total demand. 

10. The improvements to the drainage system on the Kelsall bypass were noted and it is 
believed that this has helped. However, previously agreed work to clear the central 
reservation slit drain has not taken place. Nor as far as we are aware had any 
maintenance/ cleansing of the drains in the upper part of the bypass, nor the 
highlighted manhole part of the system below Kelsall Road been carried out. MR 
advised that the slit drain and manhole work is being scheduled 

11. There was considerable discussion around methods of slowing water flow from the 
Shay Lane area. We pointed out that the ditch flowing into the culvert needed 
clearing to create a larger buƯer zone, as did the entrance to the culvert, as new 
sand and silt is entering the system as the ditch is choked. MR focussed on this 
being the responsibility of the ‘riparian owner’ but there was no clarity as to whether 
this was CWaC, the EA, the immediate land owner or anyone. Our view was that, 
since this was a ‘highway’ it was CWaC’s responsibility in particular as large 
amounts of water flow down the highway. It was noted that CWaC  and Environment 
Agency staƯ had visited this area in January/February and were well aware of the 
issue. 
MR said that she would investigate further the riparian ownership. There was a 
suggestion of another site visit.  

12. The installation of low level flood barriers at the A54/Kelsall Road area and at the 
end of the Shay Lane unmade road was discussed. MR explained that there are 
issues around the installation of sleeping policemen which are not allowed in areas 
where the speed limit is in excess of 30mph. We explained that the drain entries are 
above the road level there and surplus water flows around them  into the AH water 
catchment area; the very poor and potholed road surface had been listed on ‘Report 
It’ so, if the road is resurfaced, there is an opportunity to raise it to the level of the 
drains to ensure no water from the bypass comes in to the Ashton Hayes drainage 
area. 

13. MR explained that Shay Lane is NOT going to become a Green Lane, but there are 
plans being developed to install gates at the end. PM said this would enable AHPC 
to procure a storage bin and sandbags for the PC to deploy as a temporary 
barrier across Shay Lane in the event of potential flooding. 

14. The various gullies and drains that needed clearing were discussed and it was 
agreed that some progress had been made, albeit those in Church Road and Ashton 
Lane badly needed attention . ID highlighted that the poor state of these, particularly 
those in Ashton Lane which were reported to CWaC in January 



 

 

15. In addition, the major road flooding down near Farrells was believed to require 
further work as it seriously flooded again after the jetting earlier in the year. The PC 
was advised that repair work was likely needed. 

16. MR was interested in the AHPC  Resilience Plan. It was explained that this had been 
shared with CWaC. We emphasised that it was a general plan and not specific to 
flood events. It was also explained that we had a draft Flood Mitigation Plan which 
we were sharing today. We explained that we had problems getting in contact with 
CWaC during an emergency. Residents also raised concerns as to what would 
happen if key personnel were away or, indeed residents who might be aƯected by 
flooding were away from their properties when flooding was happening. Six 
residents present agreed that they would be willing to be involved in a ‘watch’ 
system to allow for when personnel were available. 
PM agreed to try to work up a watch rota that could be deployed to ensure that 
we had full coverage in the event of a flood. 

17.  We discussed the potential installation of a river flood water level monitor at the 
culvert entrance. MR said that she had managed to get these installed in other areas 
but that they were an EA responsibility and mentioned it taking up to 5 years (!) to get 
one installed. 

18. There was discussion about the water run oƯ from the fields either side of Shay Lane 
and from the fields opposite the Meadows. MR said that she was aware that ponds 
had been filled in in the fields opposite The Meadows. It was also noted that there 
was no run oƯ from the fields behind Peel Crescent but that there was an earth 
barrier in some places along the bottom the fields.  
AHPC agreed to pursue discussions with the farmer who owned the fields 
opposite The Meadows.  

19. The Section 19 report due from last year’s flooding event is in preparation and would 
be shared with AHPC. 

20.  ID shared copies of the Flood Mitigation Plan. Discussion on this immediately 
focussed on the recommendation of raising fence panels to allow flow across the 
Peel Crescent gardens. This recommendation was agreed by some and rejected by 
others. In addition, one property owner is looking to install flood barriers completely 
around his property. It was pointed out that flood prevention on one property which  
causes worse problems on others can create a legal liability on the property causing 
the problem. MR did not think this was a real problem and that sorting out problems 
above the ground along the water course which is below the ground along the back 
of Peel Crescent would not cause legal issues. There was no consensus on the 
raising of the fence panels along Peel Crescent.  
AHPC need to reflect the lack of consensus on the fence panel raising proposal 
in the Flood Mitigation Plan, recognising that without other additional measures 
houses will flood.  



 

 

21. Overall. The meeting was productive although, more than once, it was explained that 
we had already met the relevant people, actions had been agreed but many actions 
were not followed up suƯiciently. The presence of those directly aƯected by flooding 
was very helpful and, we believe, gave context to MR who was much more positive 
about procuring a pump and pipe for the back of Peel Crescent. 
 

It was agreed that a follow up meeting in perhaps three months time would 
be useful. MR mad ethe point that it would be better if we had members of 
CWaC’s Highways and the EA present as well as MR as previously 
 
Peter Mitchell 
25th September 2025 
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clerk@ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk

From: paul.varey@ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk
Sent: 26 September 2025 12:45
To: Barbara Craven; Ian Dossett; Peter Mitchell; Richard Kinsey; Stuart Eadie; Trudy 

Ryall-Harvey; paul.varey@ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk
Subject: Outcome of Site Visit by StreetScene

Hi All, 
 
I have just concluded the site visit with Mark Brazil and his deputy (sorry cannot remember his name but he was the 
person who came to see us a few years ago before the last big clean-up they did). 
 
I thanked them for the work they have done over the last few weeks and explained that the area is now looking very 
good, but that we sƟll felt a face to face discussion was worth having so that we could show and explain the areas 
that cause recurrent issues to see what can be done. 
 
They have purchased/leased some addiƟonal road sweepers that will be coming into operaƟon in the next few 
weeks.  These new ones have a third arm that can clear debris/weeds from on top of the footpath as well as clearing 
the road/kerb edges, so they are hopeful things will improve once these new machines are in operaƟon. 
 
I showed them the edges in West End at the West End/Peel Hall Lane JuncƟon area and we had a discussion as to 
why they had not been cleared.  Mark explained that the issue will have been the overhanging hedges in that 
area.  As they lease quite a few of their sweepers they must return them undamaged/unscratched or they are 
charged extra for the damage. Therefore, the drivers are told not to go anywhere that might cause scratches and 
they get into trouble if they do scratch the vehicles. That’s something I fully get and the soluƟon is for those hedges 
to be cut back to the property boundary which will then enable the sweeper to get within an inch or two of the 
actual wall/road edge. 
 
Therefore, Ian/Peter, when you are next doing your hedge survey around the village can you pay parƟcular aƩenƟon 
to any hedges that are overhanging roads and encourage the owners to cut them back so that the road sweepers 
can keep the roads clear of all the debris. We can then go to enforcement if they won’t/don’t do it.  Once the 
hedges are cut back they can clean the roads. 
 
The situaƟon with the cut through footpath between West End and Peel Crescent is a classic organisaƟonal 
one!  Those types of footpath actually ‘belong to’ highways not street scene, BUT highways do not have any 
footpath cleaning teams and so they ask Street Scene to keep them clean!  Would be much simpler if Street Scene 
were just responsible for them full stop (and street scene also said that) but hey ho.  Having said all that, Mark’s 
deputy is going to speak to the manager that is responsible for our village and ask him to make sure the teams are 
acƟvely checking that path and keeping it clear, whether that is by using a backpack with weed killer or by digging 
them out with hoes etc. They agreed that residents should not have to be doing it and seemed surprised when I told 
them about CWaCs refusal to collect the rubbish bags aŌer our last clean up. If it is allowed to build up we can 
report it via REPORT IT and they have promised to respond quickly. 
 
We then looked at the Meadows and I explained about the flooding issues along there and all the other things that 
are being done/in the pipeline etc to try and help.  We discussed the fact that the gullies (whilst spotlessly clean 
today) are oŌen blocked by debris during heavy rainfall and prevent water from entering the system.  We talked 
about the possibility of having them cleared whenever there has been a warning of heavy rain/flooding for our area. 
Mark explained that they only get the warnings at the same Ɵme as the general populaƟon. He was not sure if 
Highways or someone like Maria Ambler might get earlier warnings (Trudy could you please check with them?), but 
in essence they are happy to send a sweeper to clear the gullies on The Meadows if there is a risk of flooding/heavy 
rain. We agreed that the most effecƟve method for us to use is once a warning has been issued (usually about 3 
days in advance of the event), we check if the gullies are blocked and if they are we log a request on REPORT IT, 
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which they deal with in house (unlike Highways) and so they aim to never have more than a dozen or so items 
waiƟng. They will ensure a sweeper is sent to sort.  That way they only need to send one if it is needed. 
 
Therefore, we need to build into our flood preparaƟon/miƟgaƟon process that someone will check those gullies 
following a warning of heavy rain/flooding and enter a REPORT IT request if necessary.  Once that request has been 
submiƩed they can then email Mark to let him know so he can monitor it and ensure it is dealt with as a priority. 
Stuart is that something you could add into the system/process? 
 
We also discussed the roads on the other side of the village (Pentre Lane, Pentre Close, Shay Lane etc) and they are 
confident that once the new machines are in operaƟon things will improve. 
 
One thing worth saying is that once the new machines are here they will be put straight into leaf clearing mode 
around the whole council area, as they have a backlog that they need to get through. Mark admiƩed they have not 
had enough machines etc to do what they needed to do which is why they have been given addiƟonal money to get 
these new machines to increase the number and get on top of the backlog.  Mark thinks that it will take a few of 
months to get through the backlog and then from about February/March next year they will be publishing the 
sweeper schedules online so that we can see when they are due in the village.  That way we can log REPORT IT calls 
for anything urgent in between visits.  UlƟmately he is looking to have sweepers around all areas every 6 weeks or 
so, which would be a huge improvement over now. Therefore, each councillor can use REPORT IT to log issues in 
their infrastructure area as they arise. 
 
It was a very amicable meeting and as ever we are reliant on them doing what they promised to do, but we will need 
to wait and see about that.  If things appear to not be happenening as agreed above then we will need to go back to 
them for an explanation etc. 
 
Thanks 
Paul 
================================================= 

         
Paul Varey 
Vice Chair Ashton Hayes and Horton cum Peel Parish Council 
 
Email: paul.varey@ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Web: www.ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/AHParishCouncil 
================================================= 
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clerk@ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk

From: paul.varey@ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk
Sent: 10 September 2025 10:32
To: Barbara Craven; Ian Dossett; Paul Varey; Peter Mitchell; Richard Kinsey; Stuart Eadie; 

Trudy Ryall-Harvey
Subject: Redirecting old website domain to new website

Importance: High

Hi All 
 
You will remember that I said I would set up the redirect so that anyone entering the old website address will be 
taken to our new address. 
 
I did this but we were geƫng ‘access denied’ errors from the site when it tried to redirect. Having spoken to the new 
gov.uk people it looks like gov.uk domains have an addiƟonal layer of security to prevent random redirects etc. 
 
They do however, have a soluƟon.  If we transfer our old domain to them it will then be situated within their system 
and so they can sort the redirect out internally without the security issues. 
 
The cost for them hosƟng our old domain and seƫng up the redirects is £25 per year ex VAT. 
 
If we add this to the hosƟng fee it is sƟll well below the fees we were paying for the old system and so I would 
recommend we go ahead and do this. 
 
It also means we have everything in one place which will make things easier in the future. 
 
Can you all please get back to me staƟng if you are happy for me to arrange this transfer. 
 
We can then minute it at the next meeƟng if we need to. 
 
Thanks 
Paul 
 
================================================= 

         
Paul Varey 
Vice Chair Ashton Hayes and Horton cum Peel Parish Council 
 
Email: paul.varey@ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Web: www.ashtonhayesparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/AHParishCouncil 
================================================= 
 




