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MEETING MINUTES
Monday 8t" September 2025, at 7.15pm in Parish Rooms, Ashton Hayes.

Present: Clir B Craven Clir P Mitchell — Chairperson
Clir I Dossett
Cllr S Eadie

Clerk: Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Members of the Public: 1

APOLOGIES: Apologies were received and accepted from Clir P Varey, Clir R Kinsey and Clir H
Deynem (Ward Councillor) due to a previous commitment.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

 ClIr Mitchell reported that a resident of West End had emailed him, in relation to the sink
hole that had appeared on West End in Ashton Hayes at the end of June. This had
previously been reported to CWAC Highways under the reference number HW725358047.

Highways have marked the issue as “complete”, yet the problem remains unresolved and
visibly hazardous. The barriers are still in place, and no substantive repair work appears tos
have been carried out.

Cllr Mitchell reported that the engineer from CWaC had responded to say that United
Utilities are investigating as the issue is with the wastewater system and not the CWaC road
drainage network.

e The Clerk reported receiving an email from a resident in relation to constant, inconsiderate
and ultimately dangerous speeding offences on the main road into the village of Ashton
Hayes. The resident stated that they were informed by the police officer who monitors
speed outside the primary school, to contact the PC so a request can be put forward to
have a Police monitoring van at the entrance of the village. The resident asked for guidance
on this matter.

ACTION: Clir Eadie confirmed he would look to draft a response on behalf of the Parish
Council.

e Clir Mitchell reported faded road markings at the junction of Ashton Lane and the A54. Clir
Mitchell undertook to report it via the Report It App.
ACTION: Chase Clir Deynem to see if the junction redevelopment has progressed

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST — ClIr Dossett declared a disclosable interest in relation to the
Caretaker of the Parish Rooms and undertook not to vote on any issues discussed.
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EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC -

RESOLVED 25/029 - Clir Mitcheli proposed, and ClIr Dossett seconded that the item relating to
the Parish Rooms should be discussed with the exclusions of press and public at the end 6f the
meeting due to the sensitive nature of the subject.

EXTERNAL MATTERS

- Cheshire West and Chester Town and Parish Conference — Clir Dossett and Cilr Craven
provided the meeting with a verbal report on the conference.

- Cheshire West and Chester Connections Event — Highways — 25% September between 6pm
and 7pm - it was reported that Clir Dossett and Clir Mitchell agreed to attend this event
and report back.

- Cheshire West and Chester Connections Localities Meeting in Frodsham - it was agreed
that Clir Varey and Cllr Dossett would attend this meeting and report back.

- Cheshire W | Plan i ions (Regulation 1 nsultation — it
was reported that Clir Dossett had submitted a response to this consultation on behalf of
the Parish Council.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.

It was proposed by Clir Eadie and seconded by Clir Craven and unanimously RESOLVED 25/030
that Clir Mitchell as Chairperson sign the minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 14t July 2025
as a true and correct record.

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING
The Action List dated 14/07/2025 was circulated with the agenda for the attention of Parish
Councillors, v
£
The following items were reported and closed on the action list:

- Provide location and pictures of sign to clerk to report ‘Grit on Road’ sign to CWaC.

- Clir Eadie has contacted the Speed Watch Group to discuss the relocation of SID.

- Submit response to 25/01633/FUL

- Pay approved invoices

- Put minutes on website

- Create Flood Mitigation Plan

- Lance Warburton produced an introduction for Around Ashton

- Re-siting of the Milestone Marker between Mouldsworth and Ashton Hayes has been

completed by Cheshire West and Chester Council

- Seek clarification on work carried out on Kelsall Bypass

- Confirm to Cllr Deynem that Clir Eadie wishes to join the A54 Working Group

- Sent outstanding flood action concerns to Highways and Head of CWaC council, Louise

Gittins and the Chief Executive of CWaC seeking confirmation of actions discussed

- Bring Flood mitigation proposed actions to next mtg.

- Ask PROW to replace the footpath closed signs

- Obtain two additional quotes to renovate Noticeboard

All other actions remain outstanding and will be brought to future meetings.

PLANNING
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 01/09/2025.

It was noted that the following consuitations had been determined by the principal authority since
the last meeting:




- 24/02135/573 — Woodside Farm, Brines Brow, Ashton Hayes CH3 8AG ~ Removal of
agricultural occupancy condition as part of application 6/12857 — Extension to dwelling —
withdrawn. .

- 25/01290/FUL - The Golden Lion, Kelsall Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8BH — Erection of a
single storey front porch over the main entrance door to the front of the pub - approved.

1t was noted that the following planning application had been received since the last meeting:

- 25/02156/TPO - Bottom Lodge, Church Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8AB — T1(Oak) —
undertake pollarding to reduce the tree to an approximate height of 10 meters, pruning
back to suitable inner sub-lateral growth points in accordance with BS3998:2010 Tree Work
recommendations — the Parish Council submitted a newtralresponse to this application.

ACCOUNTS

Cashbook & Outturn

The year-to-date Cashbook and Outturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 01/09/2025.
These were accepted.

Bank Reconciliation
RESOLVED 25/031 that following the review of the bank reconciliation and bank statements,
that they be signed by Clir Craven.

To note income received and expenditure paid out since the last meeting.
Proposed by Clir Mitchell and seconded by Clir Dossett and unanimously RESOLVED 25/032 that

the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to the meeting for approval as
set out below:

>

Gross #*
Income received since the last meeting for noting Amount | Comment
15/07/2025 : Bank Interest £65.82 | Skipton Compound Interest
15/08/2025 | Bank Interest £68.15 | Skipton Compound interest
08/09/2025 | Bank Interest £29.08 | Barclays Deposit Account Interest
Payments made since the last meeting for approval

Net Gross

Date Payable to Amount | VAT Amount | Comment

11/08/2025 | Siteground Hosting £27.99| £5.60 £33.59 | 1 Month Website Hosting Plan
”11/09/2025 Siteground Hosting £27.99  £5.60 £33.59 | 1 Month Website Hosting Plan
28/08/2025 | Mrs T Ryall-Harvey | £755.47 | £0.00 | £755.67 | Salary Tax Point 5

i
Payments not yet made for approval

Net Gross
Payable to Amount | VAT Amount | Comment
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £23.80| £1.84 £25.64 | Clerk's Expenses
HMRC £255.50 | £0.00| £255.50 | PAYE Payment for Tax Point 4/5 & 6
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £883.51 | £0.00| £883.51 Salary TaxPoint6
Ashton Hayes Primary School £312.20| £0.00| £312.20 | Printing of Around Ashton

GOLDEN LION
Cllr Mitchell announced the opening of The Golden Lion in Ashton Hayes and reported that the
tenant had been very happy with the level of business so far.




HIGHWAYS

Speeding Update - Clir Eadie reported that after he had received a handover from Clir Varey, he
found that he was unable to download the data from the SID. The SID has not been relocated to
the Meadows as the device cannot be changed to take into account the different speed limit due
to a fault. ClIr Eadie is pursuing support for the SID machine, but this has been delayed due to
the original company closing for business in June.

ACTION: Send Clir Eadie contact for reviewing SID locations in the village.

ACTION: Ask Stuart Bateman who funded the VAS speed warning signs at the approach to
Ashton Hayes village.

ClIr Eadie also reported he had a meeting with the Area Traffic Office and PCSO and they
discussed the hot spots in the area, two immediate issues were identified:
(i) since the Golden Lion has been opened, it was identified that vehicles turning out of the
car park posed a danger and the Police Traffic Officer was going to request CWacC to re-
paint the lines on the road around the corner of the Golden Lion.

(ii) Lack of police support following the Parish Council providing SID data to them; since the
meeting ClIr Eadie confirmed that the police traffic van had attended several times during
peak times and it was reported that on 26" August, 7 cars were caught, on the 28% August
a further 7 cars were caught via the police van and the PCSO had also visited but caught
no-one. The Parish Council welcomed the attendance of the Police Van in the area and Clir
Eadie confirmed that the Traffic Officer had discussed locating the van in the layby at
Gongar Lane.

Clir Eadie raised concern about the potential change of speed limit on Church Lane to a 20mph by
the school which would mean that the Police would ne-longer attend to monitor the speed of this
area.

ClIr Mitchell reported that since the fast meeting Pentre Lane had received a surface treatment and
therefore had improved this road considerably.

It was also reported that CWaC had sprayed the kerb side weeds around the village, which the
Parish Council believed to have been successful. Councillors asked when Cheshire West and
Chester would be attending with the road sweeper to clean the gutters.

ACTION: Clerk to chase when the road sweeping will be undertaken for the village?

ENVIRONMENT

Floading — following the outstanding actions being shared with Highways, the Parish Council had
written to the Chief Executive of Cheshire West and Chester and the Chair (Louise Gittins). An
unsatisfactory response had been received and a further response to Cheshire West and Chester
Council had been sent; all of this information was shared with the Parish Councillors prior te the
meeting, and noted at the meeting.

It was confirmed that the Parish Council had arranged a meeting with residents from Peel
Crescent to discuss working together when flooding occurs again,

ACTION: Clerk to chase CWaC to confirm if any representatives would be able to attend the
flooding meeting.

ACTION: Clirs Eadie, Varey, Mitchell and Dossett to meet to agree the presentation for the
meeting.




Flood mitigation actions- the Flood Mitigation actions were circulated prior to the meeting and it
was proposed by Cllr Dossett, seconded by Clir Craven and unanimously RESOLVED 25/ 033 to
adopt the working document.

PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS

Village Notice Boards
Clir Mitchell reported that Matt Clark has now finalised the rencvation of the noticeboards.

Website and Email Transition to new Domain

Clir Varey provided a written report in his absence stating that the transition of the email accounts
is complete and any emails sent to the old addresses are being forwarded to the relevant new
address.

The transition of the website is almost complete. The new website is live and anyone entering the
old website address will soon be automatically diverted to the new site. Clir Varey has agreed to
leave things as they are for another couple of weeks to ensure there are no unforeseen issues and
then will decommission the old site.

ACTION: Clerk to inform CWaC of the new website address for Ashton Hayes Parish Council

Chir Mitchell thanked ClIr Varey, on behalf of the Parish Council, for all of his work on this project.

Information Technalogy Policy — the draft Information Technology Policy was circulated prior to
the meeting and it was unanimously RESOLVED 25/034 to adopt it.

Local Pay Rise Awards for 2025-26 - the Staffing Committee provided a recommendation to the
meeting to adopt the Local Pay Awards for 2025-26 and agree to the backpay from 1% April 202?C

for the Clerk. This was proposed by ClIr Dossett and seconded by Clir Craven and unanimously
RESOLVED 25/035.

Annual Review of Business Plan — the updated Business Plan for 2024-2029 was circulated and
approved for adoption subject to Clir Mitchell’s slight amendments.

Financial Regulations — the revised Financial Regulations were circulated with the agenda pack and
reviewed at the meeting. It was proposed by ClIr Dossett, seconded by Clir Eadie and
unanimously RESOLVED 25/036 that they be adopted with immediate effect.

Land off Peel Hall Lane — Clir Dossett provided the meeting with the background to the land
occupied by the Scouts off Peel Hall Lane. It was confirmed that a contractual agreement between
Ashton Hayes & Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council and Tarvin & Ashton Scout Group for the use of
the Land off Peel Hall Lane had been signed by both parties and the Tarvin & Ashton Scout Group
were now working to improve the facilities at the site for the benefit of all Scout Groups.

Cllr Dossett reported that he attended a recent open evening at the Land off Peel Hall Lane, and
he reported that the Scouts intend to use it as an “Outdoor Centre” . They have cut some of the
hedges and tided up the structures in the outside area. There is work required to the rest of the
hedges and fences, to the building and the gate. They are planning to carry out this work over the
next year.




COMMUNITY

ity Clean-
Clir Varey had provided a list of potential dates. It was agreed that the next Community Clean Up
will be undertaken on Saturday 18" October, 2025.

AROUND ASHTON

Items for inclusion in the next Around Ashton:
- A54 Working Group Update
- Flooding
- Scout Hut Update

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take piace on Monday 13 October 2025 at 7.15pm at
a venue to be confirmed.

Press and Public were asked to leave the meeting due to the sensitive nature of the next item.
One member of the public left the meeting.

Parish Rooms

The Chairman reported that the Parish Rooms was withdrawn from the auction in August due to a
fack of bidders, and that it had been agreed to place it in the auction for September as this was
expected to be a busier auction. It was also noted that the status of the property has been
changed from ‘commercial’ to ‘residential’ as there was the opportunity to convert it to housing
subject to the necessary planning permission, It is hoped that this will increase interest in the
property. ;

The new auction date is 25" September. However, the question was raised as to what would be
the next step should it not sell at the next auction?

ACTION: Seek advice from Jackie Weaver; as the Parish Rooms will then have gone to three
auctions, and if no bids, what position does the Parish Council have in accepting a lower bid.

Caretaker — it was reported that she had been issued with her redundancy with effect from 14t
September. The Parish Council discussed the potential requirement for an occasional cleaner /
caretaker on a short-term basis and it was agreed to employ a cleaner / caretaker on a self-
employed basis until the Parish Rooms was sold.

Following the request to the Golden Lion Hub Ltd to provide storage facilities for the Parish
Council’s equipment it had been suggested by Clir Deynem, that a neighbouring resident had
sheds that back onto the Golden Lion car park, which they may be willing to rent out, It was
agreed that Clir Deynem would explore this option with the resident.

[t was agreed that a contract needs to be drafted between the Parish Council and the Community
Benefit Society for the loan of funds which will eventually arise from the sale of the Parish Rooms,
ACTION: Clir Dossett to speak to John Hurst about the potential of drawing up a draft loan
contract for the Parish Council.

The meeting closed at 21.27

Dated: ‘ﬁuﬁ .................






