Blackthorn

A stiffly thorny shrub to 4m, suckering to form impenetrable thickets. The flowers appear

before the leaves and the previous year’s new wood is black. Often found growing in
hedgerows, woods and scrub.

Its fruits are known as Sloes, a diminutive plum, which is tongue-numbingly tart. They are
used to provide the flavouring in Sloe gin.

Flowers March to May.

The photograph was taken half way up just up from Ashton Brook to the railway bridge.




