
Stinking Iris 

Also known as the ‘Roast Beef Plant’ for its sweetly foetid smell like ‘high’ meat. It 
grows in clumps to 80cms with pale grey to purple, occasionally yellow flowers with 
dark green leaves. Bright orange seeds follow in autumn. It favours woods scrub, 
hedge banks, sea cliffs, often on lime. It is fairly common but often does not flower. 
 
It was used medicinally in the past as a purge and as an infusion for nervous and 
hysterical complaints. 
 
It flowers sparingly from June to July. 
 
This was found in flower by the northern entry sign to Mouldsworth 
 

 


