HONEYSUCKLE

A deciduous woody climber twining clockwise to 7m or more. Honeysuckle, also
known as Woodbine is hugely valuable to wildlife, supporting several species, many
of which are rare. Butterflies, such as the white admiral (which is in decline), rely
specifically on honeysuckle, and it is also prized by bumblebees.

Pollinating moths are attracted to the sweet scent of honeysuckle at night, when it is
strongest; and birds, including thrushes, warblers and bullfinches, eat the berries
when they ripen in late summer and autumn. Dormice also rely on honeysuckle for
both shelter and food. They use honeysuckle bark to build nests for their summer
young, but also eat the sweet, nectar-rich flowers as a source of energy.

Flowers June to September.

This picture was taken in a field next to the forest which used to be part of the forest
area. It is however common in hedgerows around the area.




