Great Mullein

Also known as Aaron’s rod, a striking plant to 2m with a scarcely branched or arranged like a
candelabra. The flowers are sulphur yellow flowering in stages up the stem. The leaves and stem are
woolly white. Flowers from June to August.

The stalk of the plant was originally used to make candle wicks before cotton was used. It was also
attributed with the power to drive away evil spirits. It has been used medicinally in many countries
for all sorts of chest complaints, sore throats and tonsillitis as well as for a wide variety of skin
complaints. The plant has soothing and antiseptic properties.

This fine example is growing in the hedge heading north out of Mouldsworth. It may be a naturalised
escape from a garden. There is also one growing at the intersection of Duck Lane, Pentre Lane and
Shay Lane in Ashton!




