Giant Hogweed

A very large version of the common Hogweed. Its often reddish stems are 5-10 cms.
in diameter whilst the height of the plant can extend above 3m. Flowers are white
and arranged in umbels which can be up to 1m across. Leaves are large, being up to
1m in length. The plant shown is over 2m tall.

This striking plant is invasive and dangerous as its sap can cause severe skin burns
when affected skin is exposed to sunlight. As such it poses a very serious risk to
people who are unaware of its potential for harm. The skin reactions are caused

by furanocoumarin derivatives (phytotoxic compounds) in the leaves, roots, stems,
flowers and seeds of the plant.

Flowers June to August.

This example was seen growing with three others in the field adjacent to Old Lane.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Furanocoumarin

