GALLANT SOLDIER

Galinsoga parviflora was brought from Peru to Kew Gardens in 1796, and later
escaped to the wild in Great Britain and Ireland, being temporarily known as the 'Kew
Weed'. The plant is named after the Spanish botanist Ignacio Mariano Martinez de
Galinsoga. The species name 'parviflora' translates to 'having small flowers'.

In Britain, its name Galinsoga is sometimes popularly rendered as "gallant soldiers",
and then sometimes altered to "soldiers of the Queen". In Malawi, where the plant is
naturalised, it is known as 'Mwamuna aligone', which translates to 'My husband is
sleeping'. It is also known as potato weed and quickweed.

When rubbed onto the body, the plant is useful in treating nettle stings. The juice of
the plant is applied to treat wounds. It helps to coagulate the blood of fresh cuts and
wounds.

Flowers June to October.

This example was seen at Spyhill Farm and interestingly is common in certain spots
in Chester on a railway bridge and the city walls.
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