
 

 

Black Nightshade 
 
 
This plant can be recognised by its black berries and white flowers with yellow anthers. Its berries 
can sometimes be purplish or remain green. Its stems are blackish and the plant can be erect or 
sprawling. Grows to 70 cms. Leaves are ovate to heart-shaped, with wavy or large-toothed edges. 
A weed of cultivated and waste ground.  

Though often considered toxic the ripe fruit is in fact edible and has a delicious taste. Unripe 
(green) fruit should however be avoided as it contains solanine. 

 Flowers late June to September. 

This plant was found growing on the edge of the footpath that links Old Lane and Stable Lane, 
Mouldsworth.  


