Spear Thistle

Our commonest large flowered thistle. It is a tall stout biennial to 1.5m with spiny winged stems and
prolific cottony seed heads. Its name is most apt due to its very sharp spines. It has a creeping
rootstock and likes grassy and waste places and can quickly become a nuisance due to its prolific
seed production and spiny stem and leaves.

They flower from June to October.

This example was growing at the start of the track down to the Scout Hut from Peel Hall Lane.




