
Corn Cockle 

Corn Cockle was noted in Oxfordshire, England in the Iron Age. It was once an 
abundant cornfield weed that is virtually extinct in the wild and has been placed on the 
waiting list of the Vascular Plant Red Data List for Great Britain. It occasionally occurs 
as a casual, or commonly sown in ‘wildflower mixtures’. It relies on open ground to re-
establish itself. Although it can grow on most soils, it does particularly well on free-
draining sandy loams. Corn Cockle is known locally as cat's eyes and kiss-me-quick. 
Other interesting common names are cat's ears, cockerel, corn pink, crown of the field, 
little and pretty, poppy and Robin Hood. 

It was formerly regarded as a menace since it was so abundant and made bread taste 
bitter.  Corn Cockle is a poisonous plant, despite it previously being used in folk 
medicines. 

It flowers June to August. 

This specimen was found in a seeded wildflower meadow at Spy Hill. 

 

 


