
 

 

Bittersweet 

A hairless-to-downy perennial with woody lower stems which scrambles over other plants. Grows 
to 2m or more. Flowers are small (10 - 15mm) and have distinctive bright purple petals and yellow 
stamens. Stalks are often purplish. Leaves are pointed and oval. Grows in both dry (woodlands, 
hedges) and damp places (marshes). 

Bittersweet is a nightshade and therefore toxic and its bright red berries can cause serious illness. 

Flowers June to September.  

The specimen shown was seen in a hedge near the footpath that links Moss Lane and Sugar Lane 
in the Mouldsworth/Manley area. 

 

 


