Broad-leaved Willowherb

The most common of our medium sized Willowherb’s. Distinguishing features include
a rounded stem with a 4-lobed stigma at the centre of the flower. This extends after
flowering into a long capsule containing the seeds, which eventually peels open to
release the seeds each with pappii, or a sprig of fine downy hairs, to help disperse the
seeds on the wind. The 12-15mm flowers are purple-pink with deeply notched petals
while the leaves are usually broad lanceolate. They prefer shady places.

Willowherb’s all belong to the same family as evening primrose, and are often used in
herbal medicine. It is still considered by herbalists to be an effective cure for enlarged
prostate, bladder and urinary problems.

They flower June to August.

The Broad-leaved Willowherb prefer shady places and are found throughout the area.
This plant was growing on Grange Road.




