Bee Orchid

One of the UK’s most beautiful flowers only known from one locality in the area. It grows to about
25cms tall and the flowers mimic the rear of a small bumblebee visiting it. They rely on a symbiotic
relationship with underground fungi for both food and water. They like areas where the grass and

vegetation growth is weak as they are not strong growers.

In Mediterranean countries the bee orchid is fertilised by a certain type of bee which is lured into
trying to ‘mate’ with the flowers. That species of bee is not found in the UK and it is believed
therefore that in this country the orchid is self-pollinating. There are other British orchids whose
flowers also, to a remarkable extent, resemble insects - such as the fly orchid and early spider
orchid.

The only reported location in the area is in a lawn at Peel Hall Park, where they spontaneously
appeared several years ago. Luckily the base rosette was spotted whilst cutting the grass and
allowed to develop. They return every year, the number depending on the previous and current
year’s weather.




