
 

 

Fox-and-cubs 
 

This is a species of Hawkweed, which is easily distinguishable from other Hawkweeds by its fiery 
orange coloured flowers (all other Hawkweeds having uniformly yellow flowers). The flowers (13-
15mm) have paler centres and are densely clustered. Leaves are lanceolate (meaning narrowly 
oval and pointed) and arranged in a rosette at the base of the plant with a few up the stem. The 
whole plant (apart from the flower head) is covered in longish, usually dark, hairs. Grows to a 
height of 40cms.  
 
Fox-and-cubs has many other common names including Tawny Hawkweed, Devil’s Paintbrush,  
Orange Hawkweed and Grim-the-Collier (because the black hairs are reminiscent of a miner cov-
ered in coal dust). 
 
It flowers June to September. 
 
This example was seen growing on the edge of the track that links Smithy Lane and Chapel Lane 
in Mouldsworth. 


