
Devilsbit Scabious 

Devilbits Scabious is a short/tall downy perennial growing to 1m. The flower is usually 
dark blue to purple with pink or purple anthers in roundish 15-25mm heads with green 
bracts. The leaves are elliptical and often blotched purple and it likes growing in damp 
grassy places on acid soils. 

Devilsbit Scabious gets its Latin name - Scabere, meaning to scratch - from its 
traditional use to treat skin conditions including scabies and even bubonic plague. Its 
common name arises from the fact its roots look truncated as if bitten off, and by 
legend, by the Devil! 

The flowering season is between June and October.  

This specimen was found growing at Ashton Grange on an ungrazed bank with betony, 
pignut and similar species. 

 


