Cultivated Flax

Cultivated flax is a slender, hairless grey-green annual growing to 80cm. As with all
members of the Flax Family it has 5 petals, opposite and undivided leaves with the
fruit appearing as globular capsules. The Cultivated flax has soft blue petals with
sepals shorted than the fruit, leaves are narrow lanceolate with three veins.

It is cultivated as a food and fibre crop with the textiles produced known as linen. The
oil from its seeds are used to produce linseed oil.

Cultivated Flax flowers from June to August.

This plant is a relic of cultivation and whilst known from the local area has not been
recorded in the immediate vicinity of Ashton and Mouldsworth. The specimen here was
found growing in an untended lawn in Brookside Ashton. This illustrates how lawn
weeds can occasionally turn out to be something special.




