Yellow Rattle

Yellow Rattle name is derived from the rattle of its ripe fruit. Hence it is also known as
Hay Rattle. It is a variably low to medium annual growing to 50cm. The flowers are
two-lipped, yellow and sometimes tinged brown with the upper lip having two white or
purple teeth, and the lower lip down-turned from which the stigma scarcely protrudes.
The leaves are oblong to linear, toothed and unstalked in opposite pairs on the stem.
Yellow Rattle is parasitic on the roots of neighbouring plants especially grass and is
an essential component of many native meadows.

It flowers in northern regions from June onwards

This example was growing at Wheeldon Copse in Manley very much in a meadow
habitat alongside Oxeye Daisy, Field Scabious and both Red and White Clover.




