Shaggy Soldier

Shaggy Soldier is a short/medium annual with many long white and short sticky hairs
originating in South America. The flowers are daisy-like with five short white rays and
a yellow disc floret in branched clusters. The toothed leaves are opposite and pointed
oval narrowing up the stem.

This species is very difficult to distinguish from the more unusual Gallant Soldier
requiring the examination of the scales within the disc floret using a field lens. The
scales of the Shaggy Soldier, as here, are not or scarcely toothed while those of the
Gallant Soldier are 3-lobed.

Shaggy Soldier flowers from June to October.
Both species escaped from Kew Gardens with Shaggy Soldier first recorded in 1909,

and both have become established on bare and waste ground. This example was
found growing against the railway bridge at Mouldsworth.




