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MEETING MINUTES
Monday 10* February 2025, at 7.15pm in Parish Rooms, Ashton Hayes.

Present: Clir B Craven Clir R Kinsey
Cllr S Eadie Clir P Mitchell
ClIr I Dossett — Chairperson Clir P Varey
Clerk: Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Members of the Public: 1

APOLOGIES: Apologies were received and accepted from Clir H Deynem (Ward Councillor) due
to working away and CliIr S Strachan-Naylor due to other commitments.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - nothing declared.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

It was recommended that the discussion on the Parish Rooms should be taken with the exclusion
of the press and public which was proposed by ClIr Varey and seconded by Clir Craven and
unanimously RESOLVED 24/065, due to the details of the discussion being commercially
sensitive.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
o ClIr Varey reported that the PROW officer had confirmed he had contacted the ecologist
about the badger set on the footpath.
ACTION: ClIr Kinsey requested that an item in Around Ashton be included regarding the
temporary path he had allowed residents to use as this would be closed within the next three
weeks as the field will be ploughed and seeded.

 Clir Craven raised concern about the Golden Lion’s sandstone wall bordering the road, as
she felt that it appeared to be very unstable, in her opinion. Clir Dossett reported that he
believed that this wall had been checked by surveyors. Clir Craven undertook to raise with
Golden Lion Committee on the Parish Council’s behalf.

o Clir Dossett reported about the recent hedge survey work that had been undertaken. He
reported that two hedges have been removed, one had been cut and one remained still to
be actioned. ClIr Dossett reported that the resident of 31 Peel Crescent had removed their
hedge and sought advice from the Parish Council on what types of fencing would be
acceptable to replace the hedge.

ACTION: ClIr Dossett and CliIr Craven are going to meet the resident to discuss fencing in-
keeping with planning requirements and the surroundings.

ACTION: The one outstanding hedge of concern had been forwarded again to CWacC for
them to action.

Two residents joined the meeting.
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e Clir Mitchell reported upon the condition of the noticeboards outside the community shop.
He had spoken with the WI and they would like their own noticeboard. Clir Mitchell had
researched and advised the Parish Council that previously the Parish Council and the
community shop had funded the replacement noticeboards in March 2014,

ACTION: ClIr Mitcheli to find out who owns the separate notice board that is falling into
dis-repair and suggest that the W1 install a new noticeboard in its place. Suggest that the
other two noticeboards are split and the community shop manage one and the Parish

Council manage the other and have it lockable so only Parish Councit matters can be
displayed.

* Aresident raised concern about the draft minutes for January where it was reported

The Cottage, West End, Ashton Hayes, Chester CH3 8DG — Application of silicone render to front,
side and rear elevation ... 7he Parish Council had concerns that this appropriate Building
Regulations approval to ensure that all the installation works that are required are completed.

The resident asked three questions of the Parish Council:-

1. He stated that it looked as though the Parish Council did not believe that there was going
to be insulation installed ~ he asked the Parish Council to review the planning permission as
it was clearly outlined in the plans that insulation was being installed. The Parish Council
confirmed that the plans they were asked to consult on did not show insulation at the time
of consultation. The resident confirmed he had several conversations with the Planning
Department and the Conservation Department prior to planning approval.

2. The resident asked why the Parish Council would seek advice from Clir Deynem about this
application - the Parish Council confirmed that they wanted to better understand the
process that the planning department took to ensure that the building regulations on any
similar planning application were met and, as it was a general enquiry, it was thought best
to seek this advice via the ward councillor.

3. The resident asked what other properties within the parish the Parish Council had sought
clarification following a planning consultation determination. The Parish Council confirmed
that several planning applications had been queried following their determination.

PCSO Deborah Netherton joined the meeting.
2 residents left the meeting.

» Clir Varey sought clarification, as to whether the serious causes for concern the temporary
PCSO identified during speed monitoring on Church Lane, would continue to be followed
up. PCSO Netherton confirmed that, since returning to work, she had been out twice
monitoring the speed on Church Lane and planned to visit again.

o PCSO Netherton asked if the police van had been out on Church Lane, the Parish Council
confirmed that as far as they knew they had not. The Parish Council sought the contact

details for the road policing unit to escalate this with them. PCSO Netherton undertook to
provide this.

» Clir Dossett confirmed that previous reported concerns of parking on pavements seemed to
largely have been resolved.

» PCSO Netherton reported upon the Police ‘Residents Voice’ survey and encouraged
residents to complete the survey, as many times as they felt appropriate and as reguiarly
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as they felt appropriate, as this helped steer the priorities for the Police Force to their
management structure. It was agreed to put it on NextDoor and in Around Ashton.

* PCSO Netherton reported that the Police may look to set up quarterly meetings for groups
of Parish Councils to allow the PCSO’s more time to undertake other work, rather than
attending each individual Parish Council Meetings. The Parish Council would welcome
hearing more about this in the future.

PCSO Netherton left the meeting.

EXTERNAL MATTERS

ire West and Che uncil launches s aski r feedback on i st I services —
the Parish Council noted this and agreed to that Clir Dossett and the Clerk complete the survey on
behalf of the Parish Council.

PCC Meeting — 22" January 2025 -The presentation slides were circulated around the Parish
Council prior to the meeting and noted.

CHALC Net Zero Group — Clir Dossett reported that the Net Zero Group are looking to put together
a conference with ideas for actions that Parish Councils can undertake i.e. sustainability, Hi-net
etc. If this was successful it could be rolled out more widely.

Town and Parish Council Climate Update — had been circulated prior to the meeting.
Parish Survey from Cheshire West and Chester Councit — Cllr Dossett reported on the CWaC Parish

Survey which CWaC were undertaking to provide updated information for their local plan. It was
agreed that Clir Dossett and the clerk would complete the survey on behalf of the Parish Council.

Full Fibre Update - Clir Varey reported on correspondence he had recently had with Digital
Cheshire. He confirmed that the outlook for Ashton Hayes’ appeared to be positive due to our
area being essential in rolling out full fibre to e.g. Alvanley, Kelsall, Manley, Delamere and
Kingsley. Ashton Hayes are in phase 3 and it was confirmed that they are looking to put full fibre
into Ashton Hayes within the next couple of years.

Clir Mitchell reported that he had made contact with the officer in CWaC responsible for mobile
communications due to poor reception in the area. He hoped that signal boosters could be
installed within the area to improve the reception in the future and he undertook to follow this up
and report back.

Devolution of Local Authorities - it was reported that the government had approved the request
for devolution and mayoral duties for the areas Cheshire West and Chester, Cheshire East and

Warrington It is believed that the election of the Mayor is proposed for May 2026.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.

It was proposed and unanimously RESOLVED 24/066 that Clir Dossett as Chairperson sign the
minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 13" January 2025 as a true and correct record subject to
the following amendment.

Remove the words “"would be” from page 239.
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ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING

The Action List dated 13/01/2025 was circulated with the agenda for the attention of Parish
Councillors.

The following items were reported and closed on the action list:

Completion of pothole repairs on Gongar Lane — clerk chased and CWaC confirmed the date
that this work would be completed.

- VE Day 80t Anniversary — Clerk emailed AHSRA and St John’s church to see if they had any
celebrations planned. AHSRA are planning to hold an event.

- VE Day 80™ Anniversary information was posted on NextDoor

- Request a meeting with Chairman of AHSRA - this was scheduled.

- Kelsall Parish Council had provided information on how they supported their play
equipment.

- Speak to Clir Deynem about buitding regulations sign off — had been completed.

- Invoice had been paid.

~ Minutes had been added to website.

- Precept had been requested.

- Churchyard grounds maintenance application had been submitted.

- Parish Meeting had been advertised.

- Church Hall had been booked.

- Invitations had been sent out to all Community Groups.

- Clerk had chased meeting with CWaC, UU and EA.

- Set up Working Group to pursue flooding issues.

- Meeting with the Scouts groups to discuss the future of land off Peel Hall Lane.

PLANNING
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 02/02/2025.

It was reported that the following planning applications have been received since the last

meeting:

e 24/03654/FUL — 1 Brook Cottages, Gongar Lane, Mouldsworth CH3 8BA — Installation of
rendered external wall insulation and air source heat pump. — the Parish Council agree to
support this application as it will substantially cut the carbon footprint and running costs in
line with the aspirations of the parish.

It was reported that the following planning applications had received a determination from the
local authority and this had now been noted by the Parish Council:
- 24/02769/FUL — Lily Bank, Pentre Lane, Ashton Hayes CH3 8BX — Replacement windows to
all elevations — approved.
- 24/03388/CAT ~ Ashton Hayes County Primary School, Church Road, Ashton Hayes CH3
8AB — Various works on various trees as per tree survey — decided — notification closed.

ACCOUNTS

hbook rh
The Cashbook and Outturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 02/02/2025. These were
accepted.

Bank Reconciliation
RESOLVED 24/067 that, following the review of the bank reconciliation and bank statements,
they be signed by Clir Craven.
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To note i ived an nditure paid out since last meeting.
RESOLVED 24/068 that the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to
the meeting for approval as set out below:

Gross
Income received since the last meeting for noting: ! Amount | Comment
15/01/2025 | Compound Interest - Skipton's £79.54 | Skipton's Interest
Payments made between meeting for noting:
Net Gross
Date | Payable to Amount VAT | Amount | Comment
13/01/2025 | Name.com £8.00| £1.60 £9.60 | Domain renewal
15/01/2025 | Parish Rooms £50.00 £0.00 | £90.00 | Q4 Room Hire
24/01/2025 | PQR Limited £15.00 £3.00 | £18.00 | Calculation of Back Pay
National Association of
24/01/2025 | Local Councils £100.00 | £20.00 | £120.00 | Local Council Award Accreditation
Payments not yet made for approval:-
Net Gross
Payable to Amount VAT | Amount | Comment
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £133.30 | £19.96 | £153.26 | Clerk's Expenses
HMRC £21.20 £0.00 1 £21.20 | PAYE Payment for Tax Point 11
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £748.27 £0.00 | £748.27 | Salary Tax Point 11
Commercial EPC £135.00 £0.00 | £135.00 | EPC Certificate for Parish Rooms

GOLDEN LION

It was reported that the Ashton hayes Community Hub Limited Annual General Meeting was
scheduled for Monday 17" February at 7pm. Clir Dossett reported that the group had raised in the
region of £320,000 through the share funding scheme, which had now closed.

Due to money constraints the Community Hub Limited had been concentrating on progressing the
facilities downstairs. In the short-term the Community Hub Limited were considering taking out a
loan to get all the work completed and to allow the facility to open and avoid disturbance down
the line.

HIGHWAYS - No updates.

It was reported that Clir Deynem had written an article for Around Ashton with regards to the A54
junction.

ENVIRONMENT

Infrastructure Audit — Clir Varey reported that some Parish Councillors had provided the reference
numbers for the items they had reported. However, there still remained a couple of zones that
are waiting assessment by Parish Councillors and issues identified being reported. Clir Varey
asked that Parish Councillors review their area on a regular basis and report any issues that are
identified.

Flooding - Clir Eadie reported that the working group had been set up, and first action was
agreed to be a walk around the village and catchment area, this has been undertaken.
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FoII_owing thig a multi-agency meeting was held, including CWaC, EA, Hugo Deynem and the
Parish Council and notes of the meeting were circulated prior to the Parish Council Meeting. A
verbal report was received. ClIr Eadie confirmed that all actions had been shared with the

relevant groups and the Parish Council are now waiting on receiving response back against these
agreed actions.

ACTION: CliIr Varey and ClIr Eadie agreed to arrange an informal meeting with a landowner about
land on The Meadows and Church Lane.

ACTION: CliIr Mitchell to circulate the draft ideas list to all those on the circulation list.

ACTION: Clir Eadie to set up further Working Group Meeting.

Plastics Steering G _
Cllr Varey confirmed that the Parish Council have formally been awarded their Plastics Free
Community accreditation.

PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS

Meeting with Cheshire Scout Groups - Clir Mitchell provided a brief verbal report on the meeting
and the notes of the meeting notes were circulated.

Clir Dossett had written to UU to request to enquire how the lease can be transferred to the
Scouting Group and was awaiting a response.

Clir Varey requested that in the handover document that the Scouting Group sign that there be a
clause in to that confirmed that the Parish Council will in no way be liable what happens with the
land during the Scouts tenure should the Scouting Group cease existence and the land revert back
to the Parish Council.

ACTION: Scouting Group to provide an article for Around Ashton.

ACTION: Add the Land off Peel Hall Lane to the Asset Register for £50.

Meeting with AHSRA - ClIr Mitchell reported upon a meeting that the Parish Council held with
AHSRA following the Parish Council receiving a letter of concern about the reduction of income
received from the Parish Council. At the meeting both sides shared their views and opinions and
in the end, it was agreed that an annual meeting should be held in October where the financial
position of AHSRA should be shared and then the Parish Council can plan any financial support
that AHSRA may need into their budget requirements for the forthcoming year.

Parish Rooms

Clir Mitchell provided a brief update to the meeting on recent events, including meetings that had
been held with Auctioneers and local Estates Agents to gauge their opinions on the best way
forward to market the building. It was also reported that an EPC assessment had been
undertaken and the Parish Rooms had been assessed at category E.

Appointment of Internal Auditor for 2024-
Proposed by ClIr Varey and seconded Clir Craven and unanimously RESOLVED 24/069 - that
the Parish Council engage Mr P Sanders to undertake the Internal Audit for 2024-25.

AROUND ASHTON
Items for consideration for inclusion in the next issue should be brought to the next meeting.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 10" March 2025 at 7.15pm in
the Parish Rooms.
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The meeting was closed and the press and public were asked the leave the meeting.

Parish Rooms

Clir Mitchell provided a verbal report on the recent advice from the Auctioneers and Estate Agents

that the Parish Council had met with since the last meeting. He then went on to seek agreement

on a number of items:-
1. Agreement of sales process

e ClIr Mitchell stated that, following the recent meeting with two Auction Houses and an
Estate Agent he recommended that the Parish Council agreed to proceed with the sale of
the Parish Rooms using an individual auction route, using the Auction House's
recommended no-sale, no fee solicitor service and pass on all legal costs to the buyer. This
was proposed by Clir Mitchell and seconded by Clir Varey

For-6

Against - 0

Abstained - 0

and therefore, unanimously RESOLVED 24/070

« ClIr Mitchell recommended that the Auction House Pugh and Company Ltd be employed by
the Parish Council to undertake this role. Proposed by Cllr Craven and seconded by Clir
Kinsey

For-6

Against - 0

Abstained - 0

and therefore, unanimously RESOLVED 24/071

» After discussion between the Parish Councillors, it was recommended that a guide price of
£95,000 be set for the auction of the property proposed by Clir Eadie and seconded by Cllr
Craven

For - 6

Against - 0

Abstained — 0

and therefore, unanimously RESOLVED 24 /072

e After advice from the estate agents and auction houses in relation to the Parish Council
submitting plans for conversion to residential it was recommended to the meeting to shelve
the planning permission application, but utilise the plans and application material within the
legal pack, proposed by Clir Dossett and seconded by Clir Mitchell

For - 6

Against - 0

Abstained - 0

and therefore, unanimously RESOLVED 24/073

¢ Subject to receiving the draft planning application and drawings pack from the Architect,

the Parish Council unanimously RESOLVED 24 /074 approved the clerk to pay up to
£529.44 towards the planning application.
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2. Title Deeds

* Clir Varey reported that Oliver and Co have pulled together two separate applications to
register the building and piece of land at back.
ACTION: Clerk to provide the Indenture to Oliver and Co.
ACTION: PC to provide copies of minutes and finances that indicate PC maintenance of
land at the back of the building.
ACTION: To prepare and sign individual Statement of truth from Chair of the Parish
Council, Pauline Tilley as a longstanding previous Chairman of Parish Council and Gillian as
Caretaker.

3. Caretaker

ACTION: Let Gillian know what is happening — do we need to give a letter of statutory
redundancy and is there a consultation period in this?

The meeting closed at 21.34
Signed:..._ ..... Dated:........... o A 25 ..................
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