


13. PARISH COUNCIL 
MATTERS 

1. To receive a verbal report of the meeting with the Cheshire Scouts Group 
and Parish Council relating to the land on Peel Hall Lane. 

2. To receive a verbal report following the meeting with AHSRA held on 4th 
February. 

4. Parish Rooms – to receive a verbal update on progress of the sale of the 
Parish Rooms.  

5. To approve the appointment of an Internal Auditor for 2024-25. 

PM/ID 
 
ID/PM 
 
PM/PV 
 
Clerk 

14. AROUND ASHTON To consider any items for inclusion in next edition of Around Ashton. PV/ BC 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING Monday 10th March 2025 at 7.15pm in the Parish Rooms.   

 





237 
 

EXTERNAL MATTERS 
VE Day 80 – 8th May 2025 – ACTION: check with ASHRA and the Church to see if they are 
planning anything, also Cllr Varey to put on Nextdoor to see if any local groups are planning 
anything. 
 
PCC Meeting – 22nd January 2025 – the invitation to the PCC meeting was circulated prior to the 
PC meeting and a volunteer was sought to attend.  Cllr Strachan-Naylor confirmed she would 
attend and represent the Parish Council. 
 
It was also noted that PCSO James Hannath was no-longer the contact for the Parish Council 
following the return to work of Deborah Netherton.  The Parish Council thanked PCSO Hannath for 
his support during PCSO Netherton’s sick leave.  
ACTION:  Clerk to invite Deborah Netherton to next meeting.  
 
Cheshire East, Cheshire West, and Warrington councils ask Government to be considered for 
devolution priority programme – this was noted by all Parish Councillors. 
 
Update on Snow and Icy Weather Conditions and associated flooding impacts in Cheshire West 
and Chester – following this briefing Cllr Dossett confirmed he had written to Cllr Deynem to 
emphasise the Parish Council’s disappointment that Ashton Hayes was not identified within the 
report as being significantly flooded during the October recent bad weather.  
 
Rural Together roadshow will be in Tarvin Community Centre on Thursday 23rd January 2025 - 
11am-1.30pm – Cllr Strachan-Naylor and Cllr Craven to attend.  
 
Ashton Hayes Community Hub Limited Notice of Annual General Meeting - Monday 17th February 
2025, 7pm at St. Johns Church, Ashton Hayes. - Cllr Dossett, Cllr Varey and Cllr Craven to attend.  
 
CWaC Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) Consultation – it was noted that the information on 
this consultation had been circulated prior to the agenda and Parish Councillors were asked to 
consider if they wished to respond on the Parish Council’s behalf – Parish Councillors reviewed it 
but felt it was not relevant to our area and therefore did not wish to respond to this consultation. 
 
CWaC Climate Emergency Questionnaire - Cheshire West and Chester had circulated the borough 
wide plan to tackle Climate Emergency Response Plan for 2025-2030 – Cllr Dossett and Cllr 
Mitchell undertook to review and provide a response back on behalf of the Parish Council. 
 
ASHRA Letter to the Parish Council regarding funding concerns – The Parish Council noted this 
letter that was circulated prior to the meeting. Several PC members had already commented. The 
letter contained several inaccuracies and did not truly reflect the history of the arrangements 
between the PC and ASHRA. In particular, the Memorandum of Understanding referred to in the 
letter was never formally converted into a contract so there was never a formal agreement and,  
although the MoU set out the original intent of the arrangements, things changed after this was 
drawn up. The PC had provided financial support in the early years but this was never intended to 
be a permanent arrangement. It was noted that the current ASHRA Trustees are mainly new and 
may not fully understand the history. The PC had offered suggestions in the past as to how 
ASHRA could save money but these do not appear to have been followed up. It was agreed that 
the best way forward was for members of the PC to meet the Trustees of ASHRA to explain the 
history and to gain a better understanding of just how serious their financial situation was.  
ACTION: Clerk to request a meeting between Chair of ASHRA and the Parish Council to discuss 
recent funding concerns they have raised and to explain the Parish Council’s stance. 
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ACTION:  Cllr Strachan-Naylor to find out from Kelsall Parish Council what support they provide 
to their community playing ground. 
 
Ashton Hayes Community Resilience Plan – Cllr Varey reported that Laverstock & Ford Parish 
Council and Winterslow Parish Council (both in Wiltshire) had requested an editable copy of the 
Parish Council Community Resilience Plan to allow them to use our plan as a template when they 
draft their own versions.  It was confirmed that the Parish Council had provided this to them.  
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.    
It was proposed and unanimously RESOLVED 24/058 that Cllr Dossett as Chairperson sign the 
minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 9th December 2024 as a true and correct record. 
 

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING 
The Action List dated 9/12/2024 was circulated with the agenda for the attention of Parish 
Councillors.  Verbal reports on the following items, not otherwise included on the agenda, were 
received: 
 

 Brines Brow – Cllr Craven raised concern that a further tree had fallen and been removed 
from the highway from Brines Brow, she highlighted that this was the third tree this year. 

 
 Infrastructure Issues – Cllr Varey confirmed he had reassigned the infrastructure areas 

around the current Parish Councillors and asked everyone to please review and report to 
CWaC, where appropriate, infrastructure issues. He then asked for Parish Councillors to 
either update the Master Document directly via the shared Google Drive or to send the 
information to Cllr Varey or Cllr Eadie for them to update the master document. 

 
The following items were reported and closed on the action list: 

 Mouldsworth FP3 – removal of obstruction completed 
 Responded to residents re Parish Council’s plan to resolve the flooding on Ashton Lane. 
 Escalate the flooding on Ashton Lane 
 Forwarded pictures of flooding and Report IT reference to Cllr Deynem for him to escalate. 

o The Parish Council asked for their thanks to be recorded to Geoff Newsome for his 
assistance with flooding on the main road by Potters Barn. 

o Emergency Flooding email – concern was raised following the recent incident when 
flooding had been reported via the CWaC Emergency Flooding email however the 
Parish Council still have received no response or acknowledgement. 

ACTION: Cllr Varey to escalate this to Cllr Deynem to chase why no response was 
received. 

 Report overhanging tree on Gongar Lane – this had been removed.  
 Include Plastic Steering Group item on future agendas. 
 Cllr Mitchell to replace Cllr Denny on Plastic Steering Group. 
 Submit response to 24/03435/FUL – Lane End Farm, Kelsall Road 
 Paid approved invoices 
 Put minutes on website 
 Confirmed back to grant applicants results of grant application process 
 Update Asset Register. 
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PLANNING 
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 03/01/2025.  
 
It was reported that the following planning applications have been received since the last 
meeting: 
 24/03435/FUL - Lane End Farm Kelsall Road Ashton Hayes Chester CH3 8BH - Single storey 

side extension – the Parish Council agreed to submit a neutral response to this application.  
 
It was reported that the following planning applications had received a determination from the 
local authority and this had now been noted by the Parish Council: 

- 23/02622/FUL – Spy Cottage, Longley Lane, Kelsall CW6 0TG – Raise existing eaves and 
ridge height to existing cottage together with single storey rear and side extensions, render 
to existing brickwork – approved. 

- 24/01793/CAT – Old Farm Cottage, West End, Ashton Hayes CH3 8DG – Removal of 1 x 
Apple Tree (T1) – decided.  

- 24/01666/FUL – Rose Cottage, Church Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8AB - Single and two 
storey rear extensions, porch to front (re-submission of lapsed 20/04826/FUL – no 
alterations) – approved. 

- 24/02090/CAT – The Golden Lion, Kelsall Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8BH – the proposed 
works are to remove 2 mature trees, 1 Macrocarpa, 1 Cherry and 8 Leylandii - decided. 

- The Cottage, West End, Ashton Hayes, Chester CH3 8DG – Application of silicone render to 
front, side and rear elevation, 2 x chimney stacks, works to include removal of existing 
render – approved. – The Parish Council had concerns that this would be gets appropriate 
Building Regulations approval to ensure that all the installation works that are required are 
completed.   
ACTION: Cllr Dossett undertook to speak to Cllr Deynem about this process.  

- 24/02491/FUL – Old Lane Cottage, Grange Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8AE – Demolition of 
existing garage and removal of static caravan.  Erection of replacement outbuildings – 
approved.  

- 24/02489/FUL – 46 Peel Crescent, Ashton Hayes CH3 8DB – Replacement front porch and 
render the front elevation and porch – approved.   

- 24/03008/CAT – Westholme, West End, Ashton Hayes CH3 8DG – Four mature conifers to 
be felled.  All the trees are overgrown and are beginning to become unstable and 
encroaching onto other planted areas and onto each other – decided.   

 
It was also reported that the following Planning Appeal decision had been received: 
 
Appeal Ref: APP/A0665/W/24/3348033 - Ashwood Barn, Shay Lane, Kelsall CW6 0UT 
The development proposed is an access track and turning area for a shed, plus minor design 
alternations.  It was reported that the appeal had been allowed and planning permission granted. 
 
Planning Enforcement 
Tarvin Sands Cafe and Fishery Horton Lane Chester CH3 8NR – Planning Enforcement Officer 
confirmed that the remaining outstanding issue (lights, small wood buildings and bandstand) at 
Tarvin Sands Cafe and Fishery have all been removed. As such the enforcement case has been 
closed.  These previous enforcement issues have been upheld and completed that date back from 
the previous land owner. 
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ACTION: Set up Working Group to pursue Flooding Issues and Actions – ID, SE, PV, PM and 
Hugo Deynem to be included, along with some affected residents.   
The Working Group undertook to look to create a Flood Mitigation Plan and what steps need to be 
taken to protect houses and property with clearly defined roles and actions. 
 
Plastics Steering Group – it was noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 28th January 2025 
and that Cllr Mitchell was now officially the council Rep on the steering group. We have been told 
that following the next steering group meeting we should be in a position to be granted the 
accreditation. 
 

GOLDEN LION 
It was confirmed that the Ashton Hayes Community Hub Limited Annual General Meeting was 
scheduled to take place on Monday 17th February 2025, 7pm at St. Johns Church. 
Work is still progressing with Plastering due to be completed within the next two weeks or the 
downstairs. Kitchen fitting will begin next week.  The Community Hub are still seeking applications 
from potential tenants.  Cllr Deynem confirmed that the Community Ownership Funding scheme 
had now closed  
 

Cllr Deynem left the meeting.  
 

PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
Budget 
RESOLVED 24/061 - That the Parish Council adopt the Three-Year Financial Plan as circulated 
in the agenda pack. 
 

RESOLVED 24/062 that the detailed budget for 2025-26 of £32,881 proposed by Cllr Dossett 
and seconded by Cllr Mitchell be unanimously accepted as set out below: 
 

       
 
Precept for 2025-26 
It was proposed by Cllr Dossett and seconded by Cllr Craven and unanimously RESOLVED 
24/063 to raise the Precept by 4.5% and request the Band D precept charge be increased to 
£41.21 from £39.42 in 2024-25 and therefore request a precept of £19,920. 
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ACTION LIST 
 Action: Undertaken by Status 
 
 

Public Participation: 
- Review collapsed drain and area that floods on Willow 

Hayes and agree actions required 
– Brines Brow – ask CWaC whose responsibility it is to 

maintain trees 
– Completion of Pothole repairs on Gongar Lane – Chase with 

CWaC 

 
Cllrs Varey / Eadie  
 
Cllr Deynem 
 
Clerk 

 
Pending 
 
Ongoing 
 
Emailed 14-01-2025 

 External Matters:- 
- VE Day 80th anniversary – 8th May – check with AHRSA and 

Church if they are planning any celebrations. 
- Post on Nextdoor 
- Request meeting with Chairman of AHRSA to discuss issues 

raised. 
- Find out from Kelsall Parish Council what support they 

provide to the community play ground 

 
Clerk 
 
P Varey 
Clerk 
 
Cllr Stachan-Naylor 

 
Completed 
 
 
Emailed 14-01-2025 

 Planning:- 
Speak to Cllr Deynem about the building regulations sign off 
process 

 
Cllr Dossett 

 

 
 

Accounts: 
- Pay approved invoices 
 
- Put minutes on website 
- Submit Precept request 
- Submit Churchyard ground maintenance application 
- Advertise Parish Meeting 
- Book Church hall for Parish Meeting 
- Send email invite to all Community Groups  

 
Cllrs Dossett/Varey/ 
Strachan-Naylor 
Clerk 
Clerk 
Clerk 
Clerk 
Clerk 
Clerk 

 
 
 
Completed 
Completed 
Completed 
 
Completed 

 Environmental Matters 
- Report all infrastructure issues to CWaC 
- Arrange a meeting with Landowners & CWAC, PC & Ward 

Councillor 
- Find out from CWaC when the roads in Ashton Hayes are 

scheduled to be swept. 
- Ask for examples of surveys/public consultation on Parish 

Council priorities  
- Emergency Flooding email escalate as to why PC receive no 

response when logging incidents 
- Chase meeting with CWaC, UU EA 
- Set up working group to pursue Flood issues 
- Flood Working Group to create Flood mitigation Plan 

 
All Councillors 
Cllr Deynem 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
Cllr Varey/Deynem 
 
Clerk 
ID, SE, PV, PM & HD 
ID, SE, PV, PM & HD 

 
Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emailed 14/01/2024 

 
 

Highways: 
- CWaC investigating the flooding on Peel Hall Lane. 
- CWaC to resite the Milestone between Mouldsworth and 

Ashton 
- Request if a designated Police space could be created by 

Grasscrete opposite the Primary School. 
- Consider changing status of Shay Lane to green lane to 

allow it to be gated 

 
CWaC 
CWaC to action 
 
CWaC to provide a 
quote 
S Bateman 
 

 
On-going 
On-going 
 
On-going 
 
Ongoing 
 

 PROW:  
Reported PROW obstructions on AHFP6 Ref: GS632617925 - 
Badger holes by Baker Way path through Cllr Kinsey’s Land 
CWAC PROW consulting with external Ecologist 

 
PROW officer 
 

 
On-going – Spring 25 

 Council Matters 
- Meeting with the Scouts to discuss the future of Land off 

Peel Hall Lane 
- PC to investigate the options as to how the proceeds from 

the sale of the Parish Rooms might be spent whilst 
maintaining the conditions of the original 1924 Indenture 

 
Cllrs Dossett & 
Mitchell 
PV, ID & PM 
 
 

 
 
On-going 
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 Around Ashton Dates   

Edition Publication Date 
Deadline for 
Receipt of PC 
Articles 

Deadline for PC 
Approval of PC 
Articles 

Spring Monday 3rd March 2025 Monday 3rd February 
Monday 10th 
February 

Summer Monday 2nd June 2025 Monday 5th May Monday 12th May 

Autumn Monday 1st September 2025 Monday 4th August 
Monday 11th August 
(by email) 

Winter Monday 1st December 2025 
Monday 3rd 
November 

Monday 10th 
November 

 

Around Ashton Articles:- 
Scarecrow Trail 
Footpath through Peel Hall yard 
A54 Junction Update 
Flooding Update 
Parish meeting 
Reduce paper copies of Around Ashton   
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