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MEETING MINUTES
Monday 13" January 2025, at 7.15pm in Parish Rooms, Ashton Hayes.

Present: Clir B Craven Clir P Mitchell

Clir S Eadie Clir S Strachan-Naylor

Clir I Dossett — Chairperson Clir P Varey

Clir R Kinsey Clir H Deynem (Ward Councillor)
Clerk: Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Members of the Public: 1

APOLOGIES: No apologies were received.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - nothing declared.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
The Council agreed that there was nothing that required the exclusion of the press and public to
be discussed at this meeting.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

- Aresident had emailed the Parish Council to seek clarification as to the cause of the semi-
permanent “ford” on Ashton Lane. The Parish Council had responded back to the resident.

- Aresident had emailed to say they had raised a case with United Utilities regarding the
overflowing grid on their pumping station on Peel Hall Lane. This was noted and the
reporting welcomed

- Clir Eadie raised a comment about the recent visit by Cheshire Forest Hunt over the New
Year as a resident had asked if the Hunt were allowed to come through the village? It was
confirmed that the Cheshire Forest Hunt usually contact the landowners that they are
planning to ride over and ask permission, however they do not need to ask permission to
use the public highway. It was also noted, by a councillor, that this Hunt visiting over the
Christmas period is a long-standing tradition in these areas.

- CliIr Strachan-Naylor asked for clarification as to which roads CWaC had a responsibility to
Grit and also raised concerns again about the number of pot-holes on Hollands Lane. The
Parish Council encouraged everyone to report to Cheshire West and Chester Council any
pot-holes they find that are over 4 cm deep. It was also confirmed that the gritting route
for Cheshire West and Chester is available on their website for anyone to review and it
looks as though only the main road through Ashton Hayes gets gritted.

- Clir Mitchell — Raised concern about the lack of grit bins throughout the village — The Parish
Council confirmed that there were several grit bins located around the village and normally
Cheshire West and Chester Council would only look to put a grit bin in an area where there
was more than a 10% gradient on the road.

- Clir Varey - following the recent road closure of Gongar Lane for the repair of 10 potholes —
it was noted that only 5 were completed during the day. He asked the clerk to contact
Cwac to find out when the remaining 5 will be repaired.

ACTION - Clerk to chase with CWaC
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EXTERNAL MATTERS
VE Day 80 - 8" May 2025 — ACTION: check with ASHRA and the Church to see if they are

planning anything, also Clir Varey to put on Nextdoor to see if any local groups are planning
anything.

PCC Meeting — 22" January 2025 ~ the invitation to the PCC meeting was circulated prior to the
PC meeting and a volunteer was sought to attend. Clir Strachan-Naylor confirmed she would
attend and represent the Parish Council.

It was also noted that PCSO James Hannath was no-longer the contact for the Parish Council
following the return to work of Deborah Netherton. The Parish Council thanked PCSO Hannath for
his support during PCSO Netherton'’s sick leave.

ACTION: Clerk to invite Deborah Netherton to next meeting.

heshir st, Cheshire West, and Warrington councils ask Governmen nsidered for
devolution priority programme — this was noted by all Parish Councillors.

Update on Snow and I ather Conditi nd associated flooding im in hire W
and Chester ~ following this briefing Clir Dossett confirmed he had written to Clr Deynem to
emphasise the Parish Council’s disappointment that Ashton Hayes was not identified within the
report as being significantly flooded during the October recent bad weather.

Rural Together roadshow will be in Tarvin Community Centre on Thursday 23rd January 2025 -

11am-1.30pm ~ Clir Strachan-Naylor and Clir Craven to attend.

Ashton Hayes Community Hub Limited Notice of Annual General Meeting - Monday 17t February

2025, 7pm at St. Johns Church, Ashton Hayes. - Clir Dossett, Clir Varey and Clir Craven to attend.
ic Space Protection Qrder (PSP jon — it was noted that the information on

this consultation had been circulated prior to the agenda and Parish Councillors were asked to
consider if they wished to respond on the Parish Council’s behalf — Parish Councillors reviewed it
but felt it was not relevant to our area and therefore did not wish to respond to this consultation.

CwacC Climate Emergency Questionnaire - Cheshire West and Chester had circulated the borough
wide plan to tackle Climate Emergency Response Plan for 2025-2030 — Clir Dossett and Clir
Mitchell undertook to review and provide a response back on behalf of the Parish Council.

ASHRA Letter to the Parish Council regarding funding concerns — The Parish Council noted this
letter that was circulated prior to the meeting. Several PC members had already commented. The
letter contained several inaccuracies and did not truly reflect the history of the arrangements
between the PC and ASHRA. In particular, the Memorandum of Understanding referred to in the
letter was never formally converted into a contract so there was never a formal agreement and,
although the MoU set out the original intent of the arrangements, things changed after this was
drawn up. The PC had provided financial support in the early years but this was never intended to
be a permanent arrangement. It was noted that the current ASHRA Trustees are mainly new and
may not fully understand the history. The PC had offered suggestions in the past as to how
ASHRA could save money but these do not appear to have been followed up. It was agreed that
the best way forward was for members of the PC to meet the Trustees of ASHRA to explain the
history and to gain a better understanding of just how serious their financial situation was.
ACTION: Clerk to request a meeting between Chair of ASHRA and the Parish Council to discuss
recent funding concerns they have raised and to explain the Parish Council’s stance.
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ACTION: CliIr Strachan-Naylor to find out from Kelsall Parish Council what support they provide
to their community playing ground.

Ashton Hayes Community Resilience Plan — Clir Varey reported that Laverstock & Ford Parish
Council and Winterslow Parish Counci! (both in Wiltshire) had requested an editable copy of the
Parish Council Community Resilience Plan to allow them to use our plan as a template when they
draft their own versions. It was confirmed that the Parish Council had provided this to them.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.
It was proposed and unanimously RESOLVED 24 /058 that Clir Dossett as Chairperson sign the
minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 9% December 2024 as a true and correct record.

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING
The Action List dated 9/12/2024 was circulated with the agenda for the attention of Parish

Councillors. Verbal reports on the following items, not otherwise included on the agenda, were
received:

e Brines Brow — ClIr Craven raised concern that a further tree had fallen and been removed
from the highway from Brines Brow, she highlighted that this was the third tree this year.

» Infrastructure Issues — Clir Varey confirmed he had reassigned the infrastructure areas
around the current Parish Councillors and asked everyone to please review and report to
CwaC, where appropriate, infrastructure issues. He then asked for Parish Councillors to
either update the Master Document directly via the shared Google Drive or to send the
information to Clir Varey or Clir Eadie for them to update the master document.

The following items were reported and closed on the action list:
Mouldsworth FP3 — removal of obstruction completed
¢ Responded to residents re Parish Council’s plan to resolve the flooding on Ashton Lane.
o Escalate the flooding on Ashton Lane
o Forwarded pictures of flooding and Report IT reference to Clir Deynem for him to escalate.
o The Parish Council asked for their thanks to be recorded to Geoff Newsome for his
assistance with flooding on the main road by Potters Barn.
o Emergency Flooding email — concern was raised following the recent incident when
flooding had been reported via the CWaC Emergency Flooding email however the
Parish Council still have received no response or acknowledgement.
ACTION: Clir Varey to escalate this to Clir Deynem to chase why no response was
received.
Report overhanging tree on Gongar Lane — this had been removed.
Include Plastic Steering Group item on future agendas.
Clir Mitchell to replace Cilr Denny on Plastic Steering Group.
Submit response to 24/03435/FUL - Lane End Farm, Kelsall Road
Paid approved invoices
Put minutes on website
Confirmed back to grant applicants results of grant application process
Update Asset Register.
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PLANNING
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 03/01/2025.

It was reported that the following planning applications have been received since the last

meeting:

o 24/03435/FUL - Lane End Farm Kelsall Road Ashton Hayes Chester CH3 8BH - Single storey
side extension — the Parish Council agreed to submit a newtral response to this application.

It was reported that the following planning applications had received a determination from the
local authority and this had now been noted by the Parish Council;

- 23/02622/FUL - Spy Cottage, Longley Lane, Kelsall CW6 O0TG — Raise existing eaves and
ridge height to existing cottage together with single storey rear and side extensions, render
to existing brickwork — approved.

- 24/01793/CAT - Old Farm Cottage, West End, Ashton Hayes CH3 8DG — Removal of 1 x
Apple Tree (T1) — decided.

- 24/01666/FUL — Rose Cottage, Church Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8AB - Single and two
storey rear extensions, porch to front (re-submission of lapsed 20/04826/FUL - no
alterations) -~ approved.

- 24/02090/CAT - The Golden Lion, Kelsall Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8BH - the proposed
works are to remove 2 mature trees, 1 Macrocarpa, 1 Cherry and 8 Leylandii - decided.

- The Cottage, West End, Ashton Hayes, Chester CH3 8DG — Application of silicone render to
front, side and rear elevation, 2 x chimney stacks, works to include removal of existing
render — approved. — 7he Parish Council had concerns that this wewld-be gets appropriate
Building Regulations approval to ensure that all the installation wWe /rec}ufr are
completed, A
ACTION: Jir Dossett undertook to speak to Cllr Deynem about this process.

- 24/02491/FUL — Old Lane Cottage, Grange Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8AE — Demolition of
existing garage and removal of static caravan. Erection of replacement outbuildings —
approved.

- 24/02489/FUL - 46 Peel Crescent, Ashton Hayes CH3 8DB — Replacement front porch and
render the front elevation and porch — approved.

- 24/03008/CAT — Westholme, West End, Ashton Hayes CH3 8DG — Four mature conifers to
be felled. All the trees are overgrown and are beginning to become unstable and
encroaching onto other planted areas and onto each other — decided.

It was aiso reported that the following Planning Appea! decision had been received:

Appeal Ref: APP/A0665/W/24/3348033 - Ashwoo n, Sh ne, Kelsall
The development proposed is an access track and turning area for a shed, plus minor design
alternations. It was reported that the appeal had been allowed and planning permission granted.

Planning Enforcement

Tarvin Sands Cafe and Fishery Horton Lane Chester CH3 8NR — Planning Enforcement Officer
confirmed that the remaining outstanding issue (lights, small wood buildings and bandstand) at
Tarvin Sands Cafe and Fishery have all been removed. As such the enforcement case has been
closed. These previous enforcement issues have been upheld and completed that date back from
the previous land owner.
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ACCOUNTS
shbogk & Qutturn

The Cashbook and Qutturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 03/01/2025. These were
accepted.

Bank Reconciliation
RESOLVED 24/059 that, following the review of the bank reconciliation and bank statements,
they be signed by Clir Strachan -Naylor.

To note income received and expenditure paid out since the last meetin ng.

RESOLVED 24/060 that the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to
the meeting for approval as set out below:

Gross
_Income received since the last meeting for noting: _Amount Comment
02/12/2024 | Bank Interest - Barclays Business Banking ~ £37.42 Bank Interest
| 14/12/2024 | Compound Interest - Skipton's ,,_f-_§_1 30 Sklpton s Interest
£180.00 Reimbursement of Pub Licence
17/12/2024 ;| Ashton Hayes Community Hub Ltd Fee
Payments made between meeting for | Net - Gross |
noting:- . Amount VAT _ Amount Comment

; ; " Mechanical Sweepmg of Vullage“
16/12/2024 | Northwich Town Council  £707.50 £141.50 £849.00 ..N.R.s?ads

18/12/2024 | CWaC _£180.00  £0.00 £180.00 Publicence Fee

- Net . Gross
_Payments not yet made for approval:- Amount | VAT _mm_";_ﬁ_rgggnt Comment
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey __£2137  £261 £23.98 Clerk's Expenses
HMRC o £5785 £0.00 £57.95 PAYEPayment for Tax Point 10
Mrs T Ryall Harvey . £748.27 £0.00 £748.27 ' Salary Tax Point 10
HIGHWAYS

It was reported by Clir Dossett that the A54 Working Group had recently met with CWaC highways
and following this meeting CWaC Highways are considering trialling the closure of the slip road
into Ashton Hayes from Chester, which would cause cars to slow down whilst vehicles turn in, thus
allowing those cars wanting to turn out time to do so. The Parish Council welcomed this initiative
and hoped this could be taken forward as soon as possible.

ENVIRONMENT
Infrastructure Audit — 77is had been discussed eariier in the agenda.

Flooding — It was confirmed that the Parish Council Flood Report had been sent to Chris Samuel at
CwaC. Cheshire West and Chester Council had responded back confirming that they consider the
report to be very informative and have agreed to undertake a Section 19 report, this is a
government requirement thus escalating the matter within CWaC. Chris Samuel to share the
report with EA and UU. He suggested a meeting.

ACTION: Clerk to chase meeting with CWaC and Ward Councillor.

JlIr Deynem joined the meeting.
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ACTION: Set up Working Group to pursue Flooding Issues and Actions — ID, SE, PV, PM and
Hugo Deynem to be included, along with some affected residents.

The Working Group undertook to look to create a Flood Mitigation Plan and what steps need to be
taken to protect houses and property with clearly defined roles and actions.

Plastics Steering Group — it was noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 28th January 2025
and that Clir Mitchell was now officially the council Rep on the steering group. We have been told

that following the next steering group meeting we should be in a position to be granted the
accreditation.

GOLDEN LION

It was confirmed that the Ashton Hayes Community Hub Limited Annual General Meeting was
scheduled to take place on Monday 17 February 2025, 7pm at St. Johns Church.

Work is still progressing with Plastering due to be completed within the next two weeks or the
downstairs. Kitchen fitting will begin next week. The Community Hub are still seeking applications

from potential tenants. Clir Deynem confirmed that the Community Ownership Funding scheme
had now closed

Clir Deynem left the meeting.

PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS

Budget
RESOLVED 24/061 - That the Parish Council adopt the Three-Year Financial Plan as circulated
in the agenda pack.

RESOLVED 24/062 that the detailed budget for 2025-26 of £32,881 proposed by Clir Dossett
and seconded by Clir Mitchell be unanimously accepted as set out below:

Budget Element 2025-26
Budget
EXPENDITURE
Eeople
Clerk & HMRC Tax 9.384
Professional service
Insurance 1,300
Internal Audi 60
External audt Exemption 252
Payroll Services 318 Grants
LeaalFees o ] General Grants 2500
General Services »
Projects
Website 779 | Defribrillator
Pub license 0 0
Community cleanup 30
Room Hire 500 | CommunityEvents 250 |RECEIPTS
Precept 1 1.3
ning 500 Planting 300
m&mms Flood Mitigation 320 Barclays Bank Interest
Skipton’'s Building Society Intere st 4
Expenses 500 B 1
Tenires 250 | AdHoc Beneficialitems (5137) 660 | VAT recovery
. CWAL conuibution
Chamans allow ance 50 Money taken from reserves to pay 2480 Carnryover from 2024-25
CHALC Membership 35 | for Earmatked Projects Monies taken from Reserves AL
Other memberships 12 N -0 Pansh Room Insurance
Data Protection fee 35 Parish Rooms Costings 4
Admin 180 Inflation % 788 Potential Sale of Pansh Room
Around Ashton 1500 |Contingency % of above 928 |Other 0f
Elections O |TOTAL cASH OUT 32891 | TOTALCASHIN 32,883

Precept for 2025-26

It was proposed by Clir Dossett and seconded by Clir Craven and unanimously RESOLVED
24 /063 to raise the Precept by 4.5% and request the Band D precept charge be increased to
£41.21 from £39.42 in 2024-25 and therefore request a precept of £19,920.
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Parish Meeting
It was proposed that the Parish Meeting scheduled to take place in March should be decoupled

from the Parish Council meeting on 10% March and instead be scheduled on Tuesday 11" March
and should take place at 6.00pm in the Church.

Churchyard grant application
RESOLVED 24/064 that the clerk submit a Churchyard Grant Application to CWaC on behalf of

St John the Evangelist Church in Ashton Hayes for the sum of £2,580

AROUND ASHTON
Items for consideration for inclusion in the next issue should to be brought to the next meeting.

- Scarecrow Trail

- Footpath through Peel Hall yard — getting runners with high-viz and head torches please be
considerate to staff and animals.

- A54 Junction Update

- Flooding Update

- Parish Meeting

- Reduce Paper copies of Around Ashton

ClIr Varey and Clir Craven tabled the Around Ashton schedule for 2025 of when the issues would
be circulated and therefore when Parish Council articles needed to be submitted.

Deadline for

Edition Publication Date Receipt of PC uacline for PC Approval of PC
Articles

Spring  Monday 3rd March 2025 Monday 3rd February Monday 10th February

Summer Monday 2nd June 2025  Monday 5th May Monday 12th May
Monday 1st September

Autumn 2025 Monday 4th August ~ Monday 11th August (by email)
Monday 1st December Monday 3rd

Winter 2025 November Monday 10th November

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 10% February 2025 at 7.15pm in
the Parish Rooms.

The meeting closed at 21.07

sorce [ .. ...z 5..........
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