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MEETING MINUTES
Monday 9'" December 2024, at 7.15pm in Parish Rooms, Ashton Hayes.

Present: Clir B Craven Clir P Mitchell

Clir S Eadie Clir S Strachan-Naylor

Clir I Dossett — Chairperson Clir P Varey

Clir R Kinsey Clir H Deynem (Ward Councillor)
Clerk: Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Members of the Public: 8

APOLOGIES: It was reported that the Parish Council had received the resignation of Clir S

Denny. Cheshire West and Chester council have been informed of this vacancy and it has been
advertised.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST — ClIr P Mitchell declared a disclosable interest in relation to any

matter relating to the Ashton Hayes and Mouldsworth Village Hall and undertook not to vote on
issues raised.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED 24/050 - ClIr Dossett proposed, and Clir Mitchell seconded that the item relating to
the Staffing Committee be dealt with the exclusion of press, public due to the sensitive nature of
the discussions.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

e It was reported that a member of the public who lived on Ashton Lane had raised questions
as to how the Parish Council planned to solve the issue of the constant flooding on Ashton
Lane. The resident reported that the issue with the drains also affects the farmer across
the road because the water can't go down the drains off the road and floods the fields.
ACTION: Cierk to respond back to the resident.

o Furthermore, a resident had reported to Clir Dossett that he witnessed a CWaC worker
attending the site recently; the member of staff sat in their van for 15 minutes and then
left the site undertaking no maintenance work.

ACTION: Clir Deynem undertook to escalate this.

ACTION: CliIr Dossett undertook to provide pictures of the flooded area to Clir Deynem and
report it with references.

» Brines Brow — ClIr Craven reported that a tree had fallen across her drive within the last
seven days, and over the weekend a further tree had fallen across Old Lane. She was
concerned that no-one was taking responsibility for the maintenance of the trees on Brines
Brow.

ACTION: Clir Deynem to escalate within CWaC to see whose responsibility it is undertake
the maintenance of the trees.
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» ClIr Strachan-Naylor reported that a resident close to her had shared concerns about the
blocked gullies — Clir Strachan-Naylor had then reported them to CWaC.

 Clir Strachan-Naylor reported that she had recently undertaken a litter pick along Shay
Lane and collected a large number of takeaway containers; she feels that this litter is being
dropped by Green Laners and highlighted again the need for Shay Lane to be re-
categorised. This awaits proposals from CWaC.

o ClIr Mitchell raised concerns about a tree that overhangs Gongar Lane — ACTION: Clir
Mitchell to report to CWaC.

e Clir Varey reported that the PROW officer had responded about the footpath from Gongar
Lane to the Church that had been blocked for a number of months due to a fallen tree.
CWaC reported that there was some discussion regarding which landowner was responsible

for the tree’s removal, which was causing the delay in unblocking the right of way. A
resolution is expected soon.

¢ Clir Dossett reported that he had been approached by two residents regarding the recently
sold land off Peel Hall Lane. Those residents had reported that they had been approached
by the new landowner who felt that the access track was quite narrow and asked if the
residents would allow the landowner to remove the hedge and put a fence up instead. The
residents confirmed they would not be happy with this. It was agreed that the residents
should continue to monitor and report back to the Parish Council on any matters they felt
to be concerning at this time.

« A resident sought clarity, from the Parish Council, as to landowners’ responsibilities in
stopping water draining from private land onto the highway. It was confirmed that
landowners did have a responsibility to stop water draining, where possible, onto the
highway and causing a flood.

PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS

Parish Council Grants — Clir Dossett reported that the parish council has a finite budget for grants
and that, following a recent Working Group Meeting, that the following recommendations were
being made for parish council approval:

o Ashton Hayes Sports and Recreation Association

It was recommended that the Parish Council contribution to the AHSRA application to cover the
following: Scheme one; electricity storage battery to substantially reduce energy costs - £400;
Scheme two; improved heating controls - £400; Scheme three; self shutting of replacement taps
to reduce water/hot water waste - £300; Scheme four; outdoor drinking water tap - £0; Scheme
five; renew wood bark chippings - £0
Therefore, a total contribution of £1,100 be granted in 2025-26.

o Ashton Hayes PCC (St John the Evangelist)

A grant application for churchyard maintenance had been received from Ashton Hayes PCC (St
John the Evangelist Church). The Parish Council has provided a donation for this use, along with
donations from Mouldsworth Parish Council and CWacC, for many years and, therefore, the
Working Group did not feel this is within the remit of the grant process.

Instead, it was recommended that a donation to St John the Evangelist be budgeted to the
value of £600 in 2025-26 and future years and paid out in May of each year.
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o Ashton, Mouldsworth, Horton-cum-Peel Village Hall Charitable Company Limited
The Parish Council recommended that the Village Hall be granted £800 towards their application

for 2025-26. This to be used for draft proofing and thus reducing energy usage.

It was recommended that the outstanding balance of the budget grant monies be carried
forward.

It was therefore, proposed by Clir Dossett and seconded by Clir Craven and unanimf:usly
RESOLVED 24/051 to proceed with the above recommendations and include them in the
budget for 2025-26.

5 residents left the meeting.

EXTERNAL MATTERS

CWaC Design Code Seminar — Clir Dossett reported on his attendance at the CWaC Design Code
Seminar. This was primarily targeted for large developments within the Cheshire West and East
areas. It was interesting, but he felt it was not relevant for Ashton Hayes unless the area received
planning applications for a large housing development. Clir Dossett confirmed that Cheshire West
and Chester Councii were undertaking various seminars across the area if peopie wished to attend
and get further information.

CHALC Communications Survey — Clir Dossett and the Clerk reported that they had completed the
survey on behalf of the Parish Council.

Plastics Steering Group Meeting ~ Cllr Varey reported that the Plastics Steering Group had held a
further meeting on the 26 November. He reported that these meetings had been useful and

interesting ideas had come forward. Clir Varey confirmed that the group had now reached the
criteria to allow them to apply for the national accreditation, which they have now done. Clir
Varey also reported that the Plastic Steering Group had scheduled four meetings for 2025 and a
representative from the Ashton Hayes Primary School was looking to attend in future.

ACTION: ClIr Mitchell to repiace Clir Denny as the Parish Council representative on the Plastics
Steering Group.

ACTION: Clerk to include Plastics Steering Group update on the agenda under the Environment
for future meetings.

Railway 200 - National Event 2025 - ClIr Dossett highlighted this event to the Parish Council and
Clir Varey confirmed he had reached out to residents via NextDoor to see if there were any

enthusiasts that may be interested in volunteering.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.
It was proposed and unanimously RESOLVED 24/052 that ClIr Dossett as Chairperson sign the
minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 11" November 2024 as a true and correct record.

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING
The Action List dated 14/10/2024 was circulated with the agenda for the attention of Parish

Councillors. Verbal reports on the following items, not otherwise included on the agenda, were
received:

» Coffee and Cake morning/afternoon for residents to find out about community transport
and Resident’s safety — it was reported that ‘Rural Together’ are having a road show in
Tarvin Community Centre on 23 January between 10am and 2pm. This event is open to
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the Ashton Hayes residents and will highlight a range of rural services including community
transport. Rural Together are hoping to be able to offer free transport to the event for any
Ashton Hayes residents who are unable to get there themselves.

Meeting with Scout Hut representatives — Cllr Dossett confirmed that a meeting with Tarvin
1%t Scouts representatives had been held and they had confirmed they were very interested
in taking over the facility in Ashton Hayes. However, since then, Chester Scouting Group
had been in touch also in relation to taking responsibility of this facility. Cllr Dossett
confirmed that a discussion document had been shared with the Scouting Groups and he
was waiting on a response back from them.

Review type of caravans currently on Tarvin Sands site and update planning enforcement —
Clir Dossett confirmed that there was nothing that contradicts the planning permission.

Seek clarification as to how general public will be able to utilise the Golden Lion car park
once the facilities are open ~ A representative of the Golden Lion Hub Committee had
confirmed back that they wouid be leaving this for the tenant to manage They wouldn’t
wish to micromanage the site or tenant but would insist on suitable parking provision for
the shop customers during opening times.

Clir Deynem confirmed he had raised a question at a recent CWaC Full Council meeting in
relation to the 20mph Speed limit reduction on Church Road that had been agreed, costed,
advertised, and consulted on, for the Parish Council to be told there was insufficient
funding for CWaC to continue with this for 2024. Cllr Deynem confirmed that there were
similar projects throughout the area that CWaC were, disappointingly, unable to complete
within this financial year.

Clir Varey reported that there still remained items to be reported to Cheshire West and
Chester Council following the Infrastructure Audit. The Parish Counciliors undertook to
complete their reports as soon as possible.

The following items were reported and closed on the action list:

® & O & & 6 o o o

Residents to email PC re incident at Junction of West End and Peel Hall Lane

Double check how long the road closure on Longley Lane was supposed to last and confirm
back to the Parish Council.

Write a letter to support to the Village Hall on their grant application to FCC.

Paid approved invoices

Put minutes on website

Installation of Storage Bins and Sandbags

Write letter to Mr Newsome thanking him for his assistance during the heavy rainfall on
16 October.

Undertake appraisal of flood damage to property.

Review the Resilience Plan

Chase Environment Agency for actions they agreed to undertake following Storm Christoph.
Order replacement sandbags.

Report debris on footpath outside of Tarvin Sands.

Create list of priority roads that needs the kerb fine and clearing.

Put future of Parish Rooms paper on website.

Grant Application Review — organised virtual meeting.

Around Ashton Articles — all completed and Around Ashton has been issued this week.
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PLANNING
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 03/12/2024.

It was reported that the following planning applications have been received since the last
meeting:

o 24/03388/CAT - Ashton Hayes County Primary School, Church Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8AB —
Various works on various trees as per tree survey. The Parish Council agreed to supportthis
application as the school were following advice from a professional survey.

o 24/02442/FUL — The Golden Lion, Kelsall Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8BH - Installation of
ground based solar PV panels, installation of a pedestrian access from the rear pub car park to
the front of building, replacement of windows and external redecoration (painting walls, and
window sills). The Parish Council agreed to support this application.

e 24/03435/FUL - Lane End Farm Kelsall Road Ashton Hayes Chester CH3 8BH - Single storey
side extension — the Parish Council Planning Committe undertook to review this application
and circulate a response around the Parish Council in between meetings.

It was also reported that the following Planning Enforcement issue had been addressed:

o PL421249347 — Proposed new Agricultural Access to Village Farm, Church Road, Ashton Hayes
CH3 8AB ~ iack of dropped kerb on entrance to new agricuitural access to Village Farm - the
Planning Enforcement Team had confirmed that they had written to the site owner regarding
the breach of condition and asking them to contact them to resolve the matter. The Planning
Enforcement Officer had also spoken with the Highway Authority, as the condition was
requested by them, they are discussing with the engineer team and will contact the applicant
directly. If no response is received they have said they can proceed with blocking the access,
as it has not got an s278 agreement and hasn‘t been built to their specification so they can
carry out action quickly.

ACCOUNTS

hbook rm
The Cashbook and Qutturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 03/12/2024. These were
accepted.

Bank Reconciliation
RESOLVED 24/053 that, following the review of the bank reconciliation and bank statements,
this was signed by Clir Eadie.

To note income received and expenditure paid out since the last meeting.
RESOLVED 24/054 that the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to

the meeting for approval as set out below:

Income received since the last meeting for !

noting: I IS ,G",‘?-‘!S,ﬁ!!‘.?‘!"!.fu Comment
14/11/2024 | Bank Interest - Skipton Account . £8521 Bankinterest
E |

Payments not yet made forapproval | S A .

Payable to : Net Amount | VAT Gross Amount | Comment |

Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £5930 £263;, £61.93 | Clerk's Expenses

HMRC £57.95 |  £0.00|  £57.95 | PAYE Payment for Tax Point 9

| Mrs T Ryall-Harvey . £748.27 | £0.00  £748.27 | Salary Tax Point 9

Ashton Hayes Primary School £408.20 | £0.00 £408.20 ; Printing of Around Ashton
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GOLDEN LION

Cilr Deynem reported that work continues and they were now starting to put the Golden Lion back
together now that the discovered considerable hidden structural problems have been resolved.
The first fix plumbing and electrics had been completed and plaster and plaster board was being
installed this week.

Clir Deynem confirmed that the formal agreement had been received from the Community
Ownership Fund (COF) and the Share Mark Scheme to extend the share offer to 20th June 2025.

Legat Owen is currently advertising for a tenant, the closing date for expressions of interest is end
of January.

Clir Deynem was pleased to announce that Ashton Hayes Community hub was arranging a pre-
Christmas event to say thank you for all the support and to promote the project more widely, on
Sunday 22" December at the Golden Lion. They would be having a ‘mince pie and mulled wine’
event in the car park with, numbers permitting, small tours of the inside to show the residents the
huge progress made so far.

HIGHWAYS

Clir Deynem reported that a site meeting at the junction of Ashton Lane and A54, with Cheshire
West and Chester Council’s Highways Engineer and Highways Area Team Leader had taken place.
A suggestion was made to look to block off the deceleration lane which currently blocks the view
of those turning right towards Chester.

It was suggested that a trial of this should be considered as this would have the knock-on effect
of slowing the traffic down on the A54 as cars turn into Ashton Lane.

It was also highlighted that signage and road markings could be improved.

The Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Highways Area Team Leader has undertaken to look to
see if any such schemes were workable and cost effective to progress.

ENVIRONMENT
Infrastructure Audit — Already covered under public participation.

Flooding - Clir Dossett reported upon the flooding report that the Parish Council had drafted. In
total six houses were flooded, and a further six houses were at risk (within inches of being
flooded). A number of residents had no idea about their airbricks and the need to protect them;
seven garages were flooded; three cars were damaged; and 16 gardens were flooded.

Clir Dossett reported that of the five facilities provided by the Parish Council for mitigating floods
following Storm Christoph, disappointingly, only three were implemented during the flooding
event.

It was reported that three tankers were utilised, two kindly provided by Geoff Newsome and one
from Cheshire West and this still did not stop the water rising — it was felt by Parish Councillors
who attending the site during the flooding, that the impacts in some ways were worse than during
Storm Christoph.

The Parish Council have put together a report including what happened and where, conclusions
and recommendations. Clir Dossett sought advice from Ward Clir. Deynam as to who this report
should be circulated to at CWaC. The report included recommendations to cover short-term
needs whilst the long term actions were implemented.
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ACTION: Clir Deynem suggested a meeting with Local Landowner Stuart Scott, Highways
Engineer and Highways Area Team Leader to discuss possible solutions. Clir Dossett suggested
that the Parish Councii and Geoff Newsome be included in the meeting if it was felt to be
appropriate,

One resident left the meeting.

ClIr Eadie felt that the Parish Council needed to keep pressure on CWaC and the Environment
Agency and requested that a further inter-agency meeting be arranged.

The Parish Council confirmed that the draft Flooding Report be adopted and circulated to all
relevant bodies. ACTION: ClIr Dossett to make the small amendments discussed at the meeting
and to send the report to CWaC

Clir Deynem left the meeting, one resident left the meeting.

Gutters & Pavements — Clir Mitchell reported that the Parish Council had organised a trial with a
contractor from Northwich Town Council to undertake a road sweep of the area. The Parish
Councillors confirmed that they were happy with the work that had been undertaken, although it
was not possible to complete the whole village within the time for which we had contracted them.
It was also unfortunate that another storm had hit the area so soon after the work had been
carried out. Concern was raised that if the Parish Council agreed to move forward and continue to
carry out road sweeping of the area that this was removing Cheshire West and Chester Council of
their responsibility, even though they have been paid by our residents to undertake the work. This
would mean that our residents would effectively be paying twice for the same service.

ACTION: Clerk to contact CWaC to ask when they are scheduled to undertake road sweeping in
Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish,

ACTION: Clerk to ask other local Parish Councils if they have undertaken any public consultations
/ surveys on Parish Council priorities.

PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS
Assets

o Land off Peel Hall Lane — covered under public participation.

o Bench on Grange Road — it was proposed by Clir Dossett and seconded by Clir Kinsey and
unanimously RESOLVED 24 /055 to remove the wooden commemorative bench off the asset
register and add the recycled plastic bench that been installed on junction of Grange Road to
the asset register.

o It was proposed by ClIr Varey and seconded by Cllr Eadie and unanimously RESOLVED
24 /056 to add the sandbag storage bins that had been located on Gongar Lane and Peel
Crescent to store the emergency sandbags to the asset register.

o BT Phone Box and Defibrillator outside of The Golden Lion Pub — It was proposed to keep the
BT Phone Box and Defibrillator on the Asset register until The Golden Lion had replaced the
Defibrillator with a new one.

The meeting was closed to the press and public.
One resident left the meeting.
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Staffi ittee

Clir Mitchell provided a report following a Staffing Committee meeting and it was proposed by Clir
Mitchell and seconded by Clir Craven and unanimously RESOLVED 24/057 to increase the clerk
from her previous salary point, to salary point 31 to come into effect from 1st December 2024 in
recognition of the clerk’s excellent past year's performance, both in her everyday duties as our
clerk and, in particular, putting considerable effort into achieving the Quality Awards for the
Parish Council and producing the ' operating procedures manual'.

The meeting was re-opened.

AROUND ASHTON
Items for consideration for inclusion in the next issue should to be brought to the next meeting.

Clir Varey and Clir Craven to put a schedule together for 2025 of when the issues would be
circulated and therefore when articles needed to be submitted.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 13% January 2025 at 7.15pm in
the Parish Rooms.

The meeting closed at 21.44
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