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MEETING MINUTES
Monday 11*" November 2024, at 7.15pm in Parish Rooms, Ashton Hayes.

Present: Clir B Craven Clir P Mitchell
Clir I Dossett — Chairperson Clir S Strachan-Naylor
Clir R Kinsey Clir P Varey

Clerk: Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Members of the Public: 8

APOLOGIES: Apologies were received and accepted from Clir Denny, Clir H Deynem (CwaC) due
to prior commitments and Clir S Eadie due to iliness.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - Nothing declared.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED 24/043 - Clir Dossett proposed, and ClIr Mitchell seconded that the item relating to

the Clerk’s Appraisal be dealt with the exclusion of press, public and the clerk at the end of the
meeting.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

» A resident clarified the position of the land she was selling on Gongar Lane, Mouldsworth
following it being reported to the September meeting, by a resident, that this land had
been taken off the market. The owner clarified that this land had not been taken off the
market to sell to a private buyer. The owner had the land up for sale through LARCH
Property Agents, who were previously Jackson Equestrian as this Company had local
contacts.

» It was reported that a resident had contacted the Parish Council reporting damage to their
property that had been caused during a recent Hunt meet. The clerk confirmed that she
had forwarded contact details that she had for the Hunt to the resident for them to follow-
up.

» Mrs Strachan-Naylor raised concern following receipt of a notification of a road closure for
Longley Lane for one day but the road was actually closed for 3 days.

ACTION: Clerk to double check with Highways on the position of this?

* Mrs Strachan-Naylor reported that Knightswood had held a private firework event and she
raised concerns that the fireworks had been set off very close to the agricultural shed that
could have been filled with hay and she felt could have been dangerous.

» Mr Mitchell reported on behalf of the Trustees of the Village Hall, that they were seeking
support from the PC for the Village Hall application for a grant for maintenance work in and
on the Village Hall. The application will be to FCC, the operators of the Gowy Waste
Disposal Site at Wimbolds Trafford, who have a charitable trust.

ACTION: PC agreed to write a letter of support and send to the village hall.
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» Mrs Craven raised concern about residents who use leaf blowers to move leaves and hedge
trimmings off their properties onto the road, which could result in blocking gutters.
ACTION: Put article in Around Ashton to ensure that residents understand the implications
of this as essentially this would be considered to be littering

EXTERNAL MATTERS

ChALC Annual Meeting - Clir Dossett reported following his attendance at the ChALC Annual
Meeting that various Parish Councils had raised concern about poor responses by local authorities
to Parish Councils. Clir Dossett also reported that the AH clerk, along with a handful of other
clerks, had been congratulated at this event for her work in moving forward and achieving quality
improvements and awards for the Parish Councils for which she is the clerk.

heshi est Town and Pari nline Connections Event: A Design Code for Cheshire West and
Chester to be held on 14th November - Clir Dossett confirmed he would be attending this event.

Plastics Steering Group Meeting — Clir Varey reported that the Plastics Steering Group had held a
meeting since the last Parish Council meeting. The meeting was productive, lots of ideas were
received and the next meeting was scheduled to be held on 26 November. Minutes of the
meeting held in October would be circulated around the Parish Council.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.

It was proposed by Clir Strachan-Naylor, seconded by Clir Mitchell and unanimously RESOLVED
24/044 that ClIr Dossett as Chairperson sign the minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 14%
October 2024 as a true and correct record.

A resident joined the meeting.

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING

The Action List dated 14/10/2024 was circulated with the agenda for the attention of Parish

Councillors. Verbal reports on the following items, not otherwise included on the agenda, were
received:

The following items were reported and closed on the action list:
¢ A response to the suggested extension of the 20mph passed Primary School had been sent
to the resident who was querying why this was not proposed.
24/02886/573 — Planning Application reviewed and response submitted.
24/03008/CAT - Planning Application reviewed and response submitted.
Clerk requested the road sweeper attend the village.
Paid approved invoices
Put minutes on website
Trim hedges for 2 elderly residents.
Obtained quote from Northwich Town Council to clear weeds around roadside
Explore with AH Gardening Club the possibility of planting sustainable plants in planters -
the Club had reviewed this but would prefer to continue planting as they currently do.
Purchase recycled plastic bench to replace bench on Grange Road
Circulate rota for putting lamppost poppies up.
Undertake annual hedge check.
Explore the possibility of removing the BT Phone Box outside the Golden Lion — electricity
had been disconnected since the last meeting and the BT phone box can now be removed.
BT confirmed that the land underneath the phone box reverts back to be owned by
Highways upon the removal of the phone box.
« Email all Grant Applicants to confirm that the Parish Council is looking for bids in line with
the PC sustainability and climate change strategy.
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PLANNING
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 02/11/2024.

It was reported that the following planning applications had been determined by the principal
authority since the last meeting:

e 23/00896/LDC - Tarvin Sands Café and Fishery, Kelsall Road, Chester CH3 8NR —
Certificate of lawfulness for the existing use of the land, for the mixed-use fishery, caravan
and camping site, stationing of camping pods, 2 mobile homes and land used ancillary to
these uses — approved.

 Kelvin View, Ashton Lane, Ashton Hayes, Chester CH3 8AA - Single storey front and rear
extensions including raising the ridge height of the dwelling. - Removal of condition 4
(permitted development rights) of application 20/02816/FUL — decided — withdrawn.

It was reported that the following planning applications have been received since the last
meeting:

» 24/02886/S73 - Kelvin View Ashton Lane Ashton Hayes Chester CH3 8AA - Single storey
front and rear extensions including raising the ridge height of the dwelling. - Removal of
condition 4 (permitted development rights) of application 20/02816/FUL. The Parish
Council submitted a response objecting to this application.

e 24/03008/CAT - Westholme West End Ashton Hayes Chester CH3 8DG - Four mature
conifers to be felled. All the trees are overgrown and are beginning to become unstable and
encroaching onto other planted areas and onto each other. The Council submitted a
neutral response to this application.

It was also reported that the following issue had been reported to the Planning Enforcement since
the last meeting:

EN573140119 - Tarvin Sands Fishery — The site has had a lawful development certificate approved
for Certificate of lawfulness for the existing use of the land for the mixed-use fishery, caravan and
camping site, and ancillary use (23/00896/LDC). The remaining outstanding issue (lights, small
wood buildings and bandstand) will all be removed by the end of the month.

ACTION: Clir Dossett undertook to review this as he believed that there were several
fixed/permanent use caravans on the site.

ACCOUNTS

Cashbook & Qutturn
The Cashbook and Outturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 02/11/2024. These were
accepted.

Bank Reconciliation

RESOLVED 24/045 that, following the review of the bank reconciliation and bank statements,
they be signed by Clir Strachan-Naylor.
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To income recei nd expenditure paid out since the last meeting.
RESOLVED 24/046 that the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to
the meeting for approval as set out below:

Income received since the last meeting for ' Gross |
_noting: Amount | Comment
14/10/2024 ‘Bank Interest - Skipton Account £82 22 | Bank I Interest
29/10/2024 | Cheshire West and Chester £400 00  Grant money towards new
N S _benchonGrangeRoad
Payments made since the last meeting for approval B
Net i ' Gross |
“I_)ate 1 gayable to _ Amount VAT Amount Comment -
408/10/2024 Amazon ..,,,519 16 £3 84 L £23.00 | Padlocks for Storage Blns
Wordfence | | Wordfence subscription for
| 16/10/2024 Subscription £93.82 £0 00 £93 82 2024-25
3}11912024 UK Sandbags £131 94 £26 39 £158 33 Sanqbags for flood mntlgatlon |
01/11/2024 Parish Rooms ' £90.00 | £0. 00 £90 00 Q3 Room Hire Charges
- Marmax Recycled | - Replacement Bench for
.04/11/2024 Plastic Furniture i £430.00 ! £86 00 £516 00  Grange Road
_Payments not yet made forapproval =~~~ | e e
' Net | . Gross
'Payable to ~ Amount’ VAT | Amount Comment B
MrsTRyall-Harvey  £57.75 £0.80 £58.55  Clerk's Expenses
MrsTRyall-Harvey | £809 99 £0.00 ;£809 99 ' Salary Tax Point 8
HMRC . £3540  £0.00 | £35.40  PAYE Tax Point 8 -
Ashton Hayes Gardening Club ' .j}£144 35 " £28 89 £173 24 Plants for Village Planters
Marmax Recycled Plastic Furniture - £43.00  £8.60 | £51.60 F|tt|ngs for securing bench.

GOLDEN LION
The chair reported on behalf of Clir Deynem that the GL project carries on as planned. The
internal wall insulation, and first fix of the plumbing and electrics have all been concluded as has

the creation of the new footway (not yet open) down the side of the pub and the refurbishment of
the outdoor patio area at the rear of the pub.

ACTION: Ask Clir Deynem to provide an update on how the general public will be able to utilise
the car park.

HIGHWAYS

Clir Dossett reported that the 20mph limit delay by CWaC has been escalated to Clir Deynem who
undertook to ask a question in relation to this at the CwaC Full Council Meeting in October. Clir
Dossett was waiting to get an update from Clir Deynem following this. ACTION: Clir Deynam

ENVIRONMENT
Infrastr it — Clir Varey provided a summary list following the completion of the
Infrastructure Audit on all items that required reporting to CWaC. Clir Varey asked if all Parish

Councillors could now report items and provide the CWaC ‘Report It’ references to him to include
in the Infrastructure Spreadsheet. ACTION: All Parish Clirs.

CIr Craven joined the meeting.
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Flooding - Following a recent flooding incident that took place on 16 October 2024 after heavy
rainfall throughout the day a draft flood report was circulated around the Parish Councillors for
their comments. The Parish Council identified that three tankers came out on the evening, thanks
to Mr Newsome who provided two tankers and one tanker from CWaC and it was noted that even
with three tankers the water level still rose, highlighting the importance for tankers being
deployed within the area.

ACTION: Write letter to Mr Newsome — Churches View Road, Kelsall Road, Ashton Hayes to thank
him for his assistance.

ACTION: Ciir Deynem to explore with CWaC if he can arrange for Mr Newsome to get paid — if
this was not possible then it was suggested that the Parish Council pay for his diesel.

ACTION: Parish Councillors to undertake an appraisal of the damage to properties and update
the report.

ACTION: Clir Mitchell to review the Resilience Plan and confirm any amendments required.
ACTION: order replacement sandbags

Clir Varey reported that the flooding had highlighted that the storage bins and sandbags would
have been located in the area that flooded, therefore a question had been raised with CWacC to
see if they could be relocated.

ACTION: Set up storage bins and sandbags in newly agreed locations.

ACTION: Chase new locations with CwaC.

A resident thanked the Parish Council for the work they have done in assisting during the three
times the area has flooded within the two and a half years he has lived in the area. The resident
highlighted his frustration that the Environment Agency has not undertaken the actions they
committed to following Storm Christoph. The resident sought clarification as to if the Parish
Council would be willing to speak to the landowners neighbouring his property to see if flood
mitigation systems could be put in place. ACTION: The PC to ascertain what if anything has
been done by the Environment Agency before proceeding

Hedging Survey — ClIr Dossett and Clir Mitchell provided a verbal report following the hedge
survey they had undertaken. They identified 13 hedges that required attention: for eight of those
the Parish Councillors spoke directly to the residents, and five have already been actioned, three
have agreed actions and five need chasing with CWacC.,

ACTION: Clir Dossett to report the debris on the footpath by Tarvin Sands to CWacC.

Gutters and Pavements — Following a quote received from Northwich Town Council to
Mechanically Sweep kerb lines and footways, and remove the debris at an approximate cost of
£832.50 for a day’s work. Clir Dossett proposed and Clir Varey seconded and it was unanimously
RESOLVED 24/047 to proceed with this on a trial basis for one day.

ACTION: Clir Varey to pull together a list of priority roads.

Clir Mitchell suggested that the involice should be paid by the Parish Council but, since this is work
that should be undertaken by CWaC, a copy should be sent to CWAC seeking recovery of these
costs.

It was reported by a resident that recently at the corner of Pentre Lane, Duck Lane and Shay Lane
a resident had fallen on the pavement due to the surface being uneven. Clir Dossett
recommended that this be reported to CWAC via the Report IT App.
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PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS

Parish Rooms — ClIr Mitchell provided a brief report upon the work that had been carried out since
July 2023, he highlighted that legal advice had been sought, an architect had been engaged to
create designs to develop the property to residential as an option, the property has been surveyed
(valued), @ meeting had been held with the Conservation Officer and an open meeting for

residents had been held in April 2024. Additionally, a meeting specifically for West End residents
was held in October 2024.

The Parish Council were aware that the rooms were not currently in great repair due to a lack of
funds. It was reported that at the open meeting some residents asked for alternative uses for the
rooms to be explored, such as a library. The Parish Council had undertaken this work. It was
however, concluded that none of the business plans for alternative uses were financially viable
due to the additional money that would need to be spent on the facilities. Clir Mitchelt reported

that, in conclusion, the only way forward he would suggest was to proceed with the sale of the
Parish Rooms.

Clir Varey reported following a recent Parish Rooms Trustees meeting that, following lengthy and

detailed discussions, they had unanimously agreed to bring the following recommendations to the
Parish Council meeting:

‘The Parish Rooms Trustees recommend that the Parish Rooms should be soid in spring 2025,
with planning permission applied for and in a way that adheres to all covenants.’

A resident thanked the Parish Council and Trustees for the work and information that they have
undertaken, He raised concerns on behalf of several residents as to what should be done with the
money from any sale. The residents feel there are plenty of other opportunities apart from the
Golden Lion to spend the money on, such as the Pavilion or Village Hall.

» A resident raised a question, following a recent meeting with the residents of West End, in
relation to the possible library facility in Ashton Hayes, and sought clarification as to if it
had been reported that CWaC would support this. It was confirmed that the Parish Council
were not aware that CwacC could support this initiative.

o The resident also raised concern that not all residents may wish to use a facility if it was
included within the Golden Lion and asked the Parish Council to take this into consideration
when they looked to decide how the money was utilised if the Parish Rooms were sold.

¢ A resident sought clarification as to whether the Parish Rooms could be utilised in the
meantime for local groups to meet, similarly to what used to happen prior to Covid? It was
confirmed that the Parish Rooms was and is open to accept bookings from any groups
wishing to meet.

» A resident sought clarification as to why the Parish Rooms Trustees did not maintain the
building. Clir Varey reported that they did keep the building maintained within the monies
they have available.

¢ Aresident suggested a general concern asking if the Parish Rooms was sold, could further
consideration be taken as to how the money could be utilised within the village between
the current facilities that were already available.

» A resident suggested that if the money was provided to the Golden Lion, could it be
provided by way of a loan rather than a donation to protect it. This would not address the
covenant responsibilities of the PC.

« It was suggested that the sale of the Parish Rooms and how the money will be used,
should be separately considered.
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¢ A resident highlighted that the full review of how the funds should be spent be undertaken
by the Parish Council prior to agreement to include the possible acquisition of community
shop, a long lease of the upstairs of the village hall, an extension being added to the
Pavilion.

Clir Varey proposed, Clir Mitchell seconded and it was unanimously RESOLVED 24/048 to
proceed with this recommendation to sell the Parish Rooms. No decision was taken as to the way
any funds generated will be used.
ACTION: Put Ciir Mitchell’s Paper on the website — also to investigate the options as to how the
proceeds from the sale of the Parish Rooms might be spent whilst maintaining the conditions of
the original 1924 Indenture
Therefore, the proposed next steps agreed are:
o Apply for Planning Permission
o Inform our solicitor about the sale so they can prepare any required paperwork and
advise accordingly
o Firm up on the sale approach (Auction or Open Market)
o Prepare a history of the Parish Rooms for recording with the Cheshire Archives. The
conservation officer has intimated this may be required.

Two residents left the meeting.

Millennium Footpath — it was reported that Mr Wolveridge had, in previous years, maintained the
lights on the Millennium Footpath. However, he had recently written to the Parish Council to
request that someone else takes on this responsibility moving forward, therefore a volunteer was
sought. ACTION: Clir Dossett and Clir Strachan-Naylor, agreed to undertake this role as part of
the biennial parish cleanup and it was agreed that they should also undertake a Ladder Safety
Course.

Parish Council Grants ~ the Clerk provided a summary of the grant applications that had been
received. It was suggested that a Working Group (Clir Strachan-Naylor, Clir Craven, Clir Dossett,
Cllr Varey) be arranged to review these applications and bring any questions or recommendations
to the next meeting.

ACTION: Clerk to organise a virtual meeting to review the applications.

Assets

o Land off Peel Hall Lane — following a meeting with the Scouts, it was confirmed that they were
interested in taking on the land as an asset, the Parish Council has suggested that a covenant
be put in place -to ensure that the land be protected for the benefit of the Village. The Scouts
are looking into this and would respond back.

o Bench on Grange Road - it was reported that the replacement bench had been purchased and
Clir Dossett has volunteered to installed within the next few weeks.

o BT Phone Box and Defibrillator outside of The Goiden Lion Pub — It was reported that the
Clerk had contacted BT and they had now disconnected the electricity supply from the phone
box.

It was also reported that The Golden Lion Pub would relocate the Defibrillator and take on the
telephone box asset as their responsibility and this should be removed from the Parish
Council’s Asset Register once the telephone box has been removed.

o Staff Matters — Clir Dossett on behaif of the Staffing Committee reported that the Clerk’s
appraisal had been undertaken since the last parish council meeting. This was completed to
mutual satisfaction.

Two residents left the meeting.
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AROUND ASHTON
Items for consideration for inclusion in the next issue raised at the meeting:

Horse droppings o Village Hall update

Leaves being blown into Road o Flooding Update

PROW diversion o Cleaning of the streets
O

Parish Rooms update Parish Rooms availability/room hire.
Golden Lion update

c Cc O 0 O

It was requested that all articles be received by 29th November.

Following discussion about the use of Commercial Advertising within Around Ashton it was agreed
that Clir Craven would find out the costings that ‘News from the Pews’ charge. She reported that
they charge between £15 to £25. Clir Craven proposed that this should not be taken forward.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 9% December 2024 at 7.15pm in
the Parish Rooms.

Meeling was closed to the public.
4 members of the public and the clerk left the meeting.

Staff Matters. Clir Dossett reported that following the successful completion of the Clerk’s
Appraisal the Staffing Committee had recommended that the Council implements the full national
cost of living increase that comes into force for 2024 and is backdated until 15t April 2024 this was
unanimously RESOLVED 24/049.

Clir Dossett recognised the additional work the clerk had done over the last 12 months to elevate
the Parish Council to Quality status in the National Council Award scheme and it was agreed that
the Staffing Committee should meet to consider this further.

The meeting closed at 21.28

o . oo

228






