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& ‘ Ashton Hayes and Horton cum Peel
.. Parish Council

MEETING MINUTES
Monday 8t April 2024, at 7.15pm in Parish Rooms, Ashton Hayes.

Present: Clir ] Colville Clir I Dossett — Chairperson

Clir B Craven Clir R Kinsey

Clir S Denny Clir P Mitchell

Clir S Eadie Clir P Varey

Clir A Jones Clir H Deynem (Ward Councillor)
Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey Members of the Public: 4

APOLOGIES: Apologies were received and accepted from ClIr C Brennan and ClIr S Strachan-
Naylor due to previous commitments.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Clir Colville declared an interest in relation to any decisions being made in relation to AHSRA and
undertook not to vote on the matter.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
The Council agreed that there was nothing that required the exclusion of the press and public to
be discussed at this meeting.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

» Aresident raised concerns about the impending BT/Open Reach migration to Digital Voice
telephony in Ashton Hayes and how this could affect those residents that are currently
plagued with capacity/bandwidth problems that result in frequent disconnections. He also
raised concern about those residents who may be elderly and subscribe to a Personal
Emergency Alarm that is connected via a telephone line. This could result in not receiving
the emergency care they require due to phone line connectivity issues.

ACTION: Clir Jones to provide the next meeting with a timeline of when this was being
rolled out and how it could impact the parish.

» ClIr Craven raised further concern about the condition of Old Lane, this had been reported
over a month ago and still remained extremely muddy, she was particularly concerned
about it becoming lethal in heavy rainfall for cyclists.

ACTION: ClIr Craven to provide the Report IT reference numbers to the Clerk so that Clerk
can chase.

* Aresident raised concerns that he brought to the meeting from several residents about the
junction of Ashton Lane and the A54. The Chair highlighted that this was being discussed
later in the meeting and the resident undertook to stay and listen to what was discussed.
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EXTERNAL MATTERS

Scouting in Ashton & Manley — it was reported that following difficulty in recruiting leaders
for the Ashton and Manley Scouting pack the group had closed down, following this the 1%
Tarvin pack were considering merging with the Ashton & Manley pack and requested the
support of the Parish Council in this proposal. They were also interested in being able to
utilise the Scouting Hut and grounds at Ashton Hayes. Robin Turney — Chair of Trustees,
1st Tarvin Scouts and Daniel Gaskarth, Group Lead Volunteer attended the meeting and
highlighted their wishes to seek support for the 15t Tarvin Scouts to take over responsibility
of the facilities in Ashton Hayes. It was their intention to use the facilities as storage for
district theatrica! props but to also improve the facilities, subject to them having sufficient
funding, to allow the site to be utilised by Scout packs, in particular for outdoor activities
such as campfire and forestry activities.

Clir Dossett highlighted that he felt it would be useful to know what is going to happen with
the buildings and highlighted that due to the site being in Greenbelt it was important the
Scouts did not increase the footprint of the buildings without getting the relevant planning
permission.

The Scouting representatives confirmed that the first thing they intended to do was
improve the security for the site and remove any structures that were considered a health
and safety risk. They then intended to review the site and establish how it can be
improved.

The Scouting representatives sought support of the Parish Council and also any residents
who may be willing to volunteer. The Parish Council confirmed that they supported the
ideas that the Tarvin Scouts Group brought to the meeting at this time.

ACTION: include an update in next Around Ashton.

Two residents left the meeting.

Police Surgery — ClIr Colville reported that at the police surgery event that took place on
30™ March, a number of issues were raised by residents and noted by the PCSO. These
included Speeding issues, Anti-social Behaviour and developing a Community Speed Watch

Group. The PCSO had confirmed he intended to undertake a further surgery on 20% April
at 10am,

D-Day Preparations - Clir Colville reported on the preparations being undertaken by AHSRA
with regards to celebrating the 80% anniversary of D-Day on 6% June at 9.15pm including
the bells being tolled and the beacon being lit. There was a request that a volunteer from
the Parish Council read a verse. She also proposed that the Parish Council may like to
purchase an 80 Anniversary D-Day Flag at a cost of £24.00, this was unanimously
RESOLVED 23/100.1t was also suggested that an additional flag be purchased if the
Church would like to display one.

ACTION: Clerk to arrange purchase 2 x 80" Anniversary D-Day Flags.

ACTION: ClIr Craven to check if the Church would be willing to display a D-Day Flag on 6t
June?

ACTION: ClIr Varey or Clir Craven to undertake the reading of the verse depending on
which one of the councillors is available.
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*» MNotice to introduce parking charges at Northern Rail Railway Stations — Clir Deynem shared
with the Parish Council information he had received in relation to the consultation of the
proposed charges being introduced at Railway Stations across the area including
Mouldsworth, Cllr Deynem confirmed that CWaC have written to Northern Rail seeking
answers to concerns that they have with regards to the management and consultation
process of this. The Parish Council have concerns about the impact on residents and the
sustainability of the service. They confirmed that they fully support the work that Clir
Deynem is undertaking through Cheshire West and Chester Council,

¢ Insurance of the Parish Rooms — Clir Dossett reported that the Insurance Broker had
confirmed that the work that the Parish Room Trustees undertake was covered within the
insurance cover subject to them complying with the Parish Council’s procedures.

ACTION: Clerk to respond to the Insurance Broker to confirm that we do work within the
procedures of the Parish Council..

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.

It was unanimously RESOLVED 23/101 that ClIr Dossett as Chairperson sign the minutes as a
true and correct record of the meeting held on 11% March 2024.

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING

Action List updates, not otherwise included on the agenda. Update on the following items were
reported:

e Brines Brow — Clir Dossett has evidence that the Parish Council don’t own the land and it
was declared as Common Land.

ACTION: Clir Dossett to make further contact with the Cheshire Wildlife Trust to see if
they are interested in taking on the site.

The following items were reported and closed on the action list:

¢ Contact the Scouts and ask them to tidy up outside the Scout Hut building — it was reported
that the clerk had emailed several times but with the proposed merger of the Scouting
packs locally this might resclve itself naturally.

» Two schemes that are currently available - 1) Dial a ride service — Mon, Wed, Friday — pre-
bookable mini-bus. At the end of October this was replaced by a taxi service — still
managed and bookable via CWaC.

2" pre-bookable bus — serves Kelsall, Ashton & Mouldsworth through to Frodsham and
Helsby (iTravel and can be booked via an app).
ACTION: include information in Around Ashton

¢ Raise with owners of the WI building the installation of security cameras at the site. Clir
Dossett had made contact and the owners reported they will re-direct the camera sight line
away from the road.

* Dog Fouling on private property — it was believed that the owner of the dog in question had

been contacted and made aware of the concerns of the property owner.

Write to April Cottage about parking on the wildflower area.

Clerk reported Highways manhole cover lifting during heavy rain — HW594814745
Clerk reported the blocked grid on layby on Church Road — HW594813944
Remind all residents about the PCSO surgery — on NextDoor.

Paid approved invoices.

Put minutes on website.
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PLANNING
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 02/04/2024.

It was reported that the following planning applications had received a determination since the
last meeting:

* 22/02131/0UT - Churches View Farm, Kelsall Road, Chester CH3 8BH ~ Outline planning
permission for a Permanent key workers dwelling to provide the necessary on-site
accommodation to support the existing holdings undertakings/activities - approved.

» 23/02048/FUL - Lynton Grange, Holland Lane, Kelsall, Chester CW6 0QT - Change of use
and conversion or redundant outbuilding and garden store to form dwelling with additional
of first floor balcony. Erection of carport, extension of residential curtilage to include
alterations to driveway, new fencing and gates ~ approved,

» Clir Dossett reported that, in relation to the Lawful Development Certificate number
23/00896/LDC for Tarvin Sands Cafe and Fishery Kelsall Road Chester CH3 8NR -
Certificate of lawfulness for the existing use of the land for the mixed-use fishery, caravan
and camping site, stationing of camping pods, 2 mobile homes and land used ancillary to
these uses, Cheshire West and Chester Council had confirmed that this application cannot
be assessed against either the local plan or the neighbourhood plan. It is purely considered
on whether permission exists.

ACTION: Clir Deynem to investigate what powers there are available to call this in to be
considered by the CWaC Planning Commitee

Enforcement Issues:-

EN584465159 - 9 Peel Crescent, Asthon Hayes, Chester CH3 8DA — new tarmac driveway, CWaC
Enforcement Team reported that the driveway was once gravel and is now tarmac, while this may
require planning permission, it is the council’s view that there is little harm caused by it. Having
also spoken with the planning team, if an application were to be raised for the driveway as it
currently stands, it is likely that such an application would be supported. Therefore, it is not
expedient to take enforcement action.

ACCOUNTS

Cashbook & Qutturn
The End of Year Cashbook and Outturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 01-04-2024.
These were accepted.

Bank Reconciliation
RESOLVED 23/102 that following the review of the bank reconciliation and bank statements,
that they be signed by Clir Varey.

P r A tween meetin
RESOLVED 23/103 - that the Clerk be authorised to make payments between meetings in-line
with the budget for the following budget lines:

- Clerk’s Salary - Clerk’s Expenses

- Payroll - Website & Domain Name renewals
- HMRC PAYE - Pub Licence Renewal

- Training - Parish Room Hire Costs

- Around Ashton Costs - Gardening
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Payroll Services

RESOLVED 23/104 - to continue to em

payroll services for 2024-25.

Direct Debits

ploy the services of Shires Accountancy in providing

RESOLVED 23/105 - to continue to make payments to the ICO by Direct Debit.

To note income received and expenditure paid out since the last meeting.

RESOLVED 23/106 that the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to
the meeting for approval as set out below:

Date

Income received in since the last meeting for approval

i
Gross f

Payable to  Comment
o e ~ Amount 3

'15/03/2024 : Skipton's Building Society £80.56 | Compound Interest

08/03/2024 | HMRC VTR £850.48 | VAT Rebate

Payments made since the last meeting for approval

Date ’ Payable to Gross Comment
______ _ _ Amount

20/03/2024 = Ashton Hayes Primary School £374.60 ; Printing of Around Ashton

Payments not yet submitted for approval

: i |
Payable to : Net . var Gross | ¢ mment
_____ Amount Amount | B

Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £56.30 | £4.20 | £60.50 | Clerk's Expenses
 MrsTRyall-Harvey £663.55: £0.00  £663.55  Salary TaxPoint1 R

Cheshire Association of Local " 2 ! i N

ot ation ot Loca | £30742 £0.00 £307.42 ' Annual Subscription/Membership
 Council’s R | |

. i ' Payroll Process for Months 01 to 06
A : . . .00
Shires Accountant £105.00 i £21.00 £126.00 ' Tax year 2024/25

GOLDEN LION

Clir Deynem provided an update in relation to negotiations that were continuing in relation to the
Golden Lion. He confirmed that Heads of Terms for the sale had been submitted to the

Community Benefit Society’s solicitors.

Clir Deynem confirmed the next step for the Community Benefit Society was to launch a Share
offer and they intended to do this on 2" May. Prior to this a prospectus would be printed, and
social media will be used to raised awareness of the launch. It was confirmed that they are
hoping to raise a maximum target of £420,000 in order to fulfil the refurbishment costs.

HIGHWAYS UPDATE
A54 Junction

Clir Dossett reported that, following Dave Reeves response, he had raised his frustrations that
Cheshire West and Chester were not looking to take any further action. Clir Deynem suggested
that potentially a small working group could be formed to also directly raise the villagers concerns
with CWaC and discuss options that could be taken forward.

ACTION: ClIr Deynem to set up a working group to include residents, a Parish Council
representative (Clir A Jones), a representative of Farrall’s and Cheshire West and Chester

Highways team.
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Pr mph Limit ur e

Cllr Dossett reported that the Parish Council is stifl waiting for CWaC to confirm the date for its
implementation.

ENVIRONMENT

Infrastructure Audit
ClIr Varey reported that work continues to pull the infrastructure audit together. He hoped to have
all surveying completed by the end of May and everything reported to CWacC.

Storm Mitigation Actions

Clir Varey reported he had contacted Geoff Newsome and he had contacted the person who had
discussed the potential of having a slurry pump available for use at times of flooding, a response
is awaited. Clir Varey confirmed that the LLFA Officer was going to speak to the Environment
Agency to see if there was any funding available to help support the purchase of the pump, and
he was still waiting to hear back from the LLFA Officer. Clir Varey and Clir Mitchell had recently
met with Namrata from the University of Chester; it was reported that she is looking at funding
options for future monitoring and research opportunities.

ACTION: Cllr Varey, Clir Dossett & Clir Mitchell to arrange a follow-up meeting.

It was reported that the Street Furniture licences for sand bag storage bins had been received by
the Parish Council. It was agreed to move ahead and purchase the bins at a cost of £638.95 x 2

= £1,277.90 including VAT. It was noted that the Ward Councillor had supported this project to
the value of £480.00

RESOLVED 23/107 to purchase the Storage Bins.
RESOLVED 23/108 to purchase the Road Closure signs.

Hedges

Clir Dossett reported that there remained only three hedges now that required trimming. Even
though one particular hedge had been trimmed, it had not been trimmed sufficiently and was still
overhanging the pavement by 2ft.This had been passed back to CWaC for action. For the two
further properties that have hedges requiring trimming, the Parish Council have asked permission
from the residents, for the Parish Council to undertake to trim them on the resident’s behalf. This
is due to the personal circumstances of those residents being elderly and not being able to
organise the work themselves,

ACTION: Clir Denny, Clir Mitchell, Cllr Craven, Cllr Dossett, 1 resident and Clir Deynem
volunteered to assist.

Cllr Deynem left the meeting.

PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS

Policies & Procedures

The policies had been reviewed, since the last meeting and it was RESOLVED 23/108 that the
following Policies and Procedures be adopted subject to the proposed amendments circulated prior

to, or the small Standing Orders amendment agreed at,the meeting, and be reviewed again in
March 2025.

Bullying & Harassment Policy - Information Retention and Archiving
Communications Protocol Policy Policy
Complaints Policy - Privacy Policy
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy - Reserves Policy
- Health & Safety Policy - Scheme of Delegation Policy
- Information and Data Protection Policy - Staff Absence Policy
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- Training and Development Policy - Publication Scheme

- Volunteer Policy & Procedures - Staff Grievance Procedure

- Zero Tolerance Policy - Standing Orders -

- Website Accessibility Statement - Staffing Committee

- Code of Conduct - PC Key Risk Assessment

- Disciplinary Procedure - PC Meetings Risk Assessment

- Planning Committee - Outdoor Activities Risk Assessment

Annual Report - it was RESOLVED 23/109 to adopt the Annual Report as circulated.

Parish Meeting - it was reported that all preparations were in place for the Parish Meeting, the
clerk had sent out invitations to all groups, the presentation had been drafted and the hall
booked.

ACTION: Clir Mitchell to circulate Parish Rooms presentation to all Parish Room Trustees.
ACTION: Clir Craven and ClIr Colville to provide tea and coffee for Parish Meeting attendees.

AROUND ASHTON
Items for consideration for inclusion in following issue:
- Driveways - Mouldsworth Station Parking???
- BT/Open Reach migration to Digital - A54 Junction
Voice - Al - Village Hall News
- Scouts — Update - Flood mitigation???
- Police Surgery - Infrastructure Audit???
- Encourage People to sign up for - Parish Rooms???

electronic newsletter
ACTION: Clerk to ask CWaC for electoral register.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Parish Council would take place on Monday 13t May 2024 at 7.15pm in
the Parish Rooms.

The meeting closed at 21.06
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