


9. ACCOUNTS 1. To approve the Cashbook Out-turn Year End. 
2. To approve and sign the Year End Bank Reconciliation against the 

Statements 
3. To approve payments that can be made in between meetings in-line 

with the budget for 2024-25. 
4. To agree the appointment of a Payroll Provider for 2024-25. 
5. To agree the payments made by Direct Debit for 2024-25. 
6. To note income received and payments made or for approval. 

Clerk 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
Clerk 
Clerk 

10. GOLDEN LION Receive an update from the Community Benefit Society HD 

11. HIGHWAYS 1. Traffic Measures – to receive a verbal update on progress. 
2. Proposed 20mph Limit on Church Lane – to receive a verbal update. 

Chair 
Chair 

12. ENVIRONMENT 1. Infrastructure Audit – to receive a verbal update on the progress on the 
work the Councillors have done in undertaking an audit of the 
infrastructure within their assigned areas. 

2. Storm Mitigation Actions – to receive a verbal report on developments 
and agree any further actions required. 

3. Hedges - to receive a verbal report on CWaC’s inspection and 
subsequent action. 

PV 
 
 
PV 
 
Chair 
 

13. PARISH COUNCIL 
MATTERS 

1. Policies – to receive all reviewed polices and agree their adoption for 
2024.   

2. To agree the adoption of the Annual Report for 2023-24. 
3. To confirm/finalise arrangements for the Parish Meeting. 

Chair 
 
Chair 
Chair 

14. AROUND ASHTON To consider any items for inclusion in next edition of Around Ashton. JC 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING Monday 13th May 2024 at 7.15pm in the Parish Rooms.   



Note To Ashton and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council 

Scouting in Ashton & Manley 

Councillors will be aware there is a strong tradition of Scouting in Ashton & Manley serving both 
boys and girls in the area. In recent years it has been difficult to recruit leaders and the Cub pack had 
to close. Two enthusiastic leaders, Alan Reay and Duncan Fullerton managed to keep the Scout 
Troop running providing a wide range of exciting opportunities for youngsters in the area.  Current 
standards for safeguarding and safety mean that greater support is needed to keep a Group running 
and in Easter of last year the Troop had had to close. Although Tarvin already had a high number of 
Scouts we were as able to accept 7 Ashton Scouts into the Tarvin Troop, adding to the 2 Scouts and 2 
Cubs already with us from the Ashton area.  They have integrated very well and are now enthusiastic 
members of their new home.  

We want to keep Scouting active in the whole Ashton, Kelsall, Tarvin and area the Trustees of both 
Ashton & Manley and 1st Tarvin are in favour of a merger. If this is approved children from Ashton & 
Manley will be given the same opportunity to join Beavers, Cubs or Scouts as those from other 
villages in the area. Unfortunately at present this this will mean joining a waiting list but we are 
working to recruit new leaders which will enable us to open new sections. Experience elsewhere 
shows that the load on a new leader is very much less as part of a bigger Group. This proposal has 
yet to be approved by Chester District and the support of Ashton & … Manley Parish Council will be 
helpful. 

If the proposal is approved we plan to use the Ashton site for outdoor activities during the weekends 
and lighter evenings such as games, fire lighting and outdoor cooking by Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, 
Brownies and Guides from the local area. 

 As you will be aware the Ashton Scout hut requires a great deal of work. If the merger is approved 
we plan to use the funds at present in the Ashton & Manley Scout account to improve the site. This 
will include improved security and better toilet and kitchen facilities. If possible we would like to do 
this using the existing hut but if this is not possible an alternative will be to install simple standalone 
kitchen & toilet facilities. We also plan to discuss with Chester District the possibility of using a small 
part of the site for the storage of Scouting equipment which will help to defray some of the costs.   

As noted above we would value the support of Ashton & … Council for this proposal and would be 
happy to join the next meeting of the Parish Council.   

Robin Turney               Daniel Gaskarth    Ian Galliard 
Chair  Trustees    Group Lead Volunteer   Trustee 
1st Tarvin   1St Tarvin    Ashton & Manley 
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duddonandburtonparishcouncil@gmail.com

From: James Hannath <James.Hannath@cheshire.police.uk>
Sent: 31 March 2024 14:57
To:
Subject: Ashton Hayes

Hi Trudy, 
 
Sorry, I don't seem to have the email for Ashton Hayes PC. If you can send it I'll use for direct issues in 
area.  
 
A great turn out having to extend the Police Surgery time yesterday and the following was reported. If 
possible for local newsletters, social media. 
Special thanks to Jane for opening the cafe.  
 
Subject 
Community Speed Watch 
 
Action  
PC to ask for volunteers and training to be organised with PCSO. 
 
Subject 
Speeding on Church Road 
 
Action  
Enforcement by PCSO 
Conducted on 31.3.24 for 30 mins  
7 vehicles were caught in the enforcement limit  
minimum speed 35MPH maximum speed 46MPH 
(This will now be placed as a priority location) 
 
Subject  
Speeding Gongal Lane and Meadows area 
 
Action  
Area to be considered for community speed watch location  
 
Subject 
Anti Social Behaviour Gongal Lane  
 
Action 
Police Patrols in area 
 
Subject  
Cold Caller Victim 
 
Action 
 
For prevention advice to be provided to local community 



2

 

 Don't agree to work at the time, it can be difficult to say no, ask for contact details and 
time to think about it. 

 Look for a vehicle, does it looks professional, does it have the business details on it? 
 Use resources like social media and Companies House to reference.  
 Ask for references. 
 Look for a business address on any leaflets or advertisement.  
 Google the phone number, any business will have links to it.  
 Report to Police if you are suspicious or uneased by the approach of a cold caller.  
 Record information if safe to do so, names, phone numbers, vehicle number plate. 
 Before work commences with any company ensure you have an agreed contract by email or 

letter with the amount and what it includes. 

 
Subject 
Traffic Lights on Ashton Lane Junction  
 
Action 
Advised Highways remit. 
 
Subject 
Hedge clippings left on pavement and road 
 
Action  
Advised Highways remit.  
 
Next surgery suggested for 20th April at 10am. This could also be extended for community speed 
watch training if required. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
James 
 
PCSO 20647 James Hannath 
Tarvin and Kelsall Beat 
Cheshire Constabulary 
Phone: 101  
Email: james.hannath@cheshire.police.uk  
Visit www.cheshire.police.uk | Follow @cheshirepolice on Twitter | Like Cheshire Police on Facebook 
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clerk.ashtonhayespc@gmail.com

From:
Sent: 02 April 2024 09:59
To: edward.timpson.mp@parliament.uk; mike.amesbury.mp@parliament.uk; 

hugo.deynem@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk;  
clerk.ashtonhayespc@gmail.com; manley.clerk@outlook.com

Subject: Urgent -Notice to introduce parking charges - Northern Rail - Mouldsworth 
Stations - Comments must be received by 15 April 2024

2 April 2024 

Dear Mr Timpson and Mr Amesbury 

URGENT - Notice to introduce parking charges – Northern Rail – Mouldsworth, Delamere and Cuddington Railway 
Stations – Comments must be received by 15 April 2024 

As our local member of parliament, and prospective parliamentary candidate following boundary changes, I write to 
ask you to intervene immediately in the above. 

We live on Station Road, Mouldsworth a minute’s walk from Mouldsworth Railway Station.  On Easter Monday, we 
noticed a small A4 notice on a post outside the station signalling Northern’s intention to introduce car parking 
charges at Mouldsworth Railway Station from early May 2024.  There appears to be no information that I can find on 
the website and no information provided to local residents.  All comments are to be received by 15 April 2024 – only 
14 days after the notice has been posted. 

I will make the following observations: 

1. This appears to be a notice of intention to charge – there has been no consultation   
  
Clearly by avoiding a consultation process, Northern are ignoring the Government’s consultation principles.  In 
particular that : 

 Consultations should last for a proportionate amount of time 
 Consultations should be targeted 
 Consultations should take account of the groups being consulted 
 Consultation should facilitate scrutiny 
 Consultations should not generally be launched during local or national election periods 

The notice to charge has been put up so it can clearly be missed.  Moreover it has been put up during school 
holidays, during a parliamentary recess and during a period of PURDAH (granted it is Police and Crime 
Commissioner rather than local or parliamentary elections but still a period of PURDAH). 

2.  The intention to charge will have a detrimental impact on local businesses 
  

 The charge is anti rural business.  At Mouldsworth and Delamere Stations there is a hairdresser 
and café respectively.  Charging would present a clear threat to the viability of the hairdressers 
in particular. 

  
3.  There is no evidence base to support charging introduction – rather the opposite 

  
 Parking has been historically free at this location.  The car park is never full and there is no 

evidence base to say why this parking strategy is required other than ‘we charge everywhere 
else so we will here’.  Any other intention to introduce charges by, say a local authority, would 
require a clear evidence base through a parking study.  As Northern is publicly owned, they must 
be required to do the same. 
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 Many rail users are low income and can ill afford a charge on top of Northern’s very expensive 
rail fares. 

 The station is on a busy road where there is a primary school and Ashton House Nursery a little 
further along.  The road has issues with speeding traffic.  As there is no parking restriction on 
the B5393, displaced traffic would move to Station Road where here would then be a highway 
risk.  The local pub, the Goshawk has brought in traffic management when they have their car 
meets for this reason so it is well evidenced as an issue.  We regularly have motorists be 
aggressive when we try to pull off our drive. 

 Locally, residents are huge advocates of active travel.  Our children are brought up to use local 
bus and rail services, our son cycles or uses rail services to Delamere.  This is possible because 
we have a local rail service.  Clearly charging will put off some users of these services and reduce 
the overall patronage, which threatens the viability of services going forward. 

I ask, as our local MP and prospective parliamentary candidate, for you to demand the following: 

 A copy of the evidence base which justifies the introduction of charging.  This should demonstrate 
that this is needed because the demand for parking at Mouldsworth Station outstrips supply and 
this should be made publicly available. 

 A copy of the Equality Impact Assessment and Community Impact Assessment which should 
demonstrate why the introduction of charging will not detrimentally affect local residents and 
businesses. 

 A copy of Northern’s risk assessment relating to the impact on the B5393. 
 That Northern conduct a fully compliant consultation which does not take place during school 

holidays, a parliamentary recess and with limited visibility for residents and businesses.  This should 
ideally be a three month long consultation but certainly no less than 6 weeks. 

 That Northern take note that this is the second time in less than twelve months that they have 
signalled an intention to make changes which are to the detriment of local communities – the first 
being the consultation to remove ticket offices which after major public outcry, was not progressed. 

  

I acknowledge that this letter will arrive during the parliamentary recess and hope that a member of your offices is 
able to take action in good time.  You will see that unfortunately, due to Northern’s short timescales, there is little 
alternative. 

I have also copied in our local borough councillor, Mr Hugo Deynem and Mouldsworth, Manley and Ashton Hayes 
Parish Councils who I hope will also intervene. 

 

Yours sincerely 
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clerk.ashtonhayespc@gmail.com

From: Edward Timpson CBE KC MP <edward.timpson.mp@parliament.uk>
Sent: 02 April 2024 12:40
To: Hugo.Deynem@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
Cc: clerk.ashtonhayespc@gmail.com; manley.clerk@outlook.com
Subject: Re: Urgent -Notice to introduce parking charges - Northern Rail - Mouldsworth Stations - 

Comments must be received by 15 April 2024 (Case Ref: ET22468)

Dear Hugo 
 
Thank you for contacting me with your concerns about the most recent proposals around charging to park 
at local rural stations in Eddisbury. 
 
This is an important issue for our area with wider implications for all that we are trying to do to promote 
sustainable travel and I am grateful for your efforts within Cheshire West and Chester Council. Before I 
reply more fully, I have written to the managing and regional directors at Northern Railways to provide me 
with their assessment and have also contacted Network Rail and the Rail Delivery Group, particularly about 
the standard of local consultation and engagement.  I am also sure sincerely hope that they will take into 
account your views as they develop their thinking further. 
 
With rural transport a key manifesto commitment for me in 2019, I am pleased that the Government is 
delivering the biggest investment in the railways since Victorian times, with the autumn Budget confirming 
over £35 billion of rail investment over the spending review period to improve passenger journeys and 
connectivity across the country. With £340m re-allocated to Cheshire East and West for transport 
improvements only last month, I will be interested to see the rationale behind this proposal. 
 
I am sure we are all pleased to have the local on-demand bus service finally operational for 3 years from 
the rural mobility grant allocated to Cheshire West in 2021.I understand that many local rail users are now 
using this option for their daily commute. Please continue to promote this option to your local residents; 
 
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/transport-and-roads/public-transport/itravel-
connecting-people-and-places 
 
I apologise for the short delay in providing a full reply and I shall, of course, write to you again as soon as I 
have heard from Northern and other rail stakeholders. 
 
Thank you again for taking the time to contact me. 
 
Kind regards 
   
Edward 
 
Edward Timpson CBE KC MP 
Member of Parliament for Eddisbury 
  
01829 733 385 
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA 
58A High St, Tarporley CW6 0AG 
 
[ET/2023/LR] 
  
Please note that Members of Parliament are only permitted to deal with enquiries from their own constituents. If you have contacted us about a 
personal or policy issue, your data may be passed on to a third-party in the course of dealing with your enquiry, such as local authorities, 
government agencies, public bodies, health trusts, regulators, and so on. Any third parties that we may share your data with are obliged to keep 
your details securely, and to use them only for the basis upon which they were originally intended. You can find information on data protection and 
privacy at www.edwardtimpson.com/privacy. 
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 It was reported that there was a tree over hanging the road, past the Meadows on Gongar 
Lane. 
ACTION: Cllr Denny report to CWaC to see if this is a danger.  

 
 Cllr Strachan-Naylor reported that she had reported further works that had taken place on 

the Knightswood site to CWaC since the last meeting, including the installation of a 
gateway. 

 
 Cllr Strachan-Naylor also reported upon recent developments on Shay Lane which included 

the lane itself being blocked for several days with no access being allowed to local 
residents, the removal of the top surface of the lane, and concerns about the potential of 
tarmacking this green lane.  It was reported that this had been reported to CWaC. No 
response has been received. 

 
 Cllr Eadie reported that the Womens Institute Hall had installed a number of cameras, one 

in particular, facing the road.  Cllr Dossett confirmed that this could require planning 
consent and undertook to speak directly with the landowners. 
ACTION: Cllr Dossett to speak to landowners regarding installation of cameras.   
 

 Cllr Jones had been approached about the speed of cars travelling on Church Road. In 
particular concern related to people pulling out of the Gongar Lane junction.  
It was hoped that this would be resolved, somewhat, when the new 20mph zone had been 
introduced from the Ashton Hayes Nursery to the Pavilion. 
 

 Cllr Craven reported that the state of Old Lane remains in a muddy condition, even though 
it had been reported to CWaC after the last meeting.  
 

 A resident reported that a dog has been fouling in another resident’s garden. 
ACTION:  Cllr Varey to provide a Parish Council sign to be put up outside the property if 
there was one available. 
ACTION:  Cllr Varey to include something on Nextdoor. 

 
 CWaC raised a concern that a resident was parking on the wild-flower patch on Church 

Road. 
ACTION: Clerk to write to residents of April Cottage and ask them not to park on the 
wildflower area. 
 

 Cllr Dossett highlighted that after a heavy downpour on 10th March, he noted that the 
manhole cover at the Church Road end of the junction of Peel Crescent and the Meadows 
had been pushed up allowing water to pour out. The grids in the layby on Church Road 
were also blocked.  
ACTION: Chase with CWaC highways. 

 
EXTERNAL MATTERS 

 Northern Trains Ltd – it was reported that a site visit had been undertaken with 
representatives from Northern Trains and the Parish Council.  Cllr Dossett reported that 
prior to this meeting Northern Trains had written to state that the ramp and steps that are 
currently in place at the train station in Mouldsworth could not be modified. At the meeting 
it was reported by representatives of Northern Trains Ltd that there was no funding 
available and an application would need to be submitted to Central Rail for any funding, 
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however it was estimated that it could cost around £100,000 to install an extension to the 
existing ramp to replace the steps. Additionally, Northern Trains Ltd were not sure as to 
who owned the land where the potential new ramp would be installed and undertook to 
look into this and confirm back.  Cllr Deynem confirmed that Mouldsworth Parish Council 
are also working on this and suggested that the two PCs liaise.  
ACTION: Northern Trains Ltd undertook to confirm who owns the land.  

 
 Operation Park Safe – information in relation to this new scheme being run by the Police 

was brought to the Parish Council Meeting. It was summarised that issues that were a 
concern to this area included parking at/on a junction or within 10 meters of a junction and 
also parking to block a footpath; these would now be dealt with under the Operation Park 
Safe initiative.  The Parish Council welcomed this and suggested that information be 
included in Around Ashton. 
ACTION:  Include in Around Ashton 

 
 Police & Crime Commissioner – following the Parish Council confirming back to the Police & 

Crime Commissioner that representation from the Cheshire Police force was present at the 
last Parish Council Meeting, the response from the Police and Crime Commissioner was 
noted.   
ACTION: It was agreed to monitor the situation and confirm back in six months. 
ACTION: Cllr Varey to remind people on NextDoor prior to the next PCSO surgery. 

 
 CWaC Highways – following the Parish Council writing to the Highways department about 

their ‘Report It’ references not matching the responses received when action had been 
undertaken, a response from CWaC was received, circulated around the Parish Councillors 
and noted at the meeting.  
ACTION:  Clerk to check with CWaC what the timescale is for making the improvement to 
the CWaC App and internal systems. 

 
 Peak Cluster - is an innovative collaboration to capture, transport and permanently store 

carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from the big 4 cement works in Derbyshire and 
Staffordshire to help secure a low carbon future.  Cllr Dossett reported upon his attendance 
at this event on 27th February. 

 
 Cllr Dossett reported that CHALC are setting up a Net Zero Group – Cllr Dossett and Cllr 

Mitchell confirmed they would be happy to attend this Group on behalf of the Parish 
Council. 

 
 Cheshire West and Chester Town and Parish Meeting – 6th March 

The Chairman and Cllr Mitchell reported their attendance at the Town and Parish Meeting 
on the 6th March. 
ACTION:  Include information about Fostering in Cheshire in next Around Ashton. 

 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.    
It was unanimously RESOLVED 23/093 that Cllr Dossett as Chairperson sign the minutes as a 
true and correct record of the meeting held on 12th February 2024. 
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ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING 
 

Action List updates, not otherwise included on the agenda.  Update on the following items were 
reported: 
 

 Bird Scarer Noise Pollution – it was reported that this seemed to have improved even 
though it is still in the same position. The Parish Council undertook to monitor this further. 

 

 Reported condition of Old Lane to CWaC via Report It App - SS587525071 – item still 
waiting processing. 

 Dial a Ride Services by CWaC – it was confirmed that the clerk had telephoned twice and 
written to CWaC regarding this issue – without any response being received back.  
Therefore, the Clerk has submitted a Freedom of Information request. 

 Clerk requested a site visit with Northern Trains Ltd 
 Local Plan Evidence Based Consultation wording was prepared and put on Nextdoor. 
 Paid approved invoices. 
 Put minutes on website. 
 Checked with CWaC the protocols for having a bus shelter – completed it was confirmed 

that a Street Licence would be required.  
 Reported Missing Road Bollards on A54 – report to CWaC - HW587526228 & HW587526968 

– CWaC have confirmed that they are aware of this and they’re due to be replaced 
imminently. 

 Reported Tarmac driveway at 9 Peel Crescent to Planning Enforcement – this has been 
undertaken and has been moved to the Planning Register for monitoring. 

 Confirmed ownership of Ashton Hayes FP5a along the Recreational Field – CWaC had 
confirmed that the council was responsible for the maintenance of the surface of the path 
and the landowner would be responsible for the hedges unless they hedges are coming 
from the footpath. 

 Replacement stiles – CWaC has raised a works order with the contractor to replace 1 x 
kissing gate on the footpath on Gongar lane and to remove the redundant stile.  There isn’t 
enough space to fit a kissing gate at the stile nearest the road so will have to look at an 
alternative.  

 Explored what grants are available for community projects. 
 CWaC have requested the broken stile to be replaced with a kissing gate on Horton-cum-

Peel FP5 and have further requested the rotten fingerpost at the recreation ground of 
Ashton Lane be replaced. 

 Unfortunately, the issues with the badger holes requires more investigation and the PROW 
office is working on this.   
 

PLANNING 
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 02/03/2024.  
 

It was reported that the following planning applications had received a determination since the 
last meeting: 

 23/03645/FUL – 32 Peel Hall Lane, Ashton Hayes, Chester CH3 8DE – Single storey side 
extension and change of use of garage to incorporate a utility room– approved.   

 

It was reported that the following planning consultations had been received for the Parish Council 
to review and respond on since the last meeting:- 

 24/00238/FUL – 5 Horton Hall Barns, Horton Lane, Chester CH3 8NU – Proposed single 
storey garden room extension to the rear of the property, and installation of a double door 
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set to the side elevation – the Parish Council submitted a Neutral response to this 
consultation.  

 24/00235/FUL – Ashton Hayes Women’s Institute Hall, Church Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 
8AB – Change of surface to existing car park from permeable surface to fully tarmac 
surface with associated surface water drainage – the Parish Council submitted a response 
in Support of this consultation due to the agreement with the applicant 

o  to create an orchard in the grounds at the back of the property  
o that the proposed new surface water drainage system being installed, to be 

extended to stop the water draining onto the highway, 
o and the car parking being available to be utilised by the Church and Village Hall as 

overflow parking.  It was noted that the Primary School already utilise this space as 
parking during pickup and drop off times. 

 
ACCOUNTS 
Cashbook & Outturn  
The Cashbook and Outturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 04-03-2024.  These were 
accepted.  
 
Bank Reconciliation 
RESOLVED 23/094 that following the review of the bank reconciliation and bank statements, 
that they be signed by Cllr Mitchell.  
 
Internal Auditor for 2022-23 
RESOLVED 23/095 – that the Parish Council engage Mr P Sanders to undertake the Internal 
Audit for 2023-24. 
 

VAT Rebate 
RESOLVED 23/096 – that the Clerk submit the VAT rebate application form for the sum of 
£856.31 during March 2023 to allow the rebate to be received within this financial year.  
 
To note income received and expenditure paid out since the last meeting. 
RESOLVED 23/097 that the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to 
the meeting for approval as set out below: 
 

Income received in since the last meeting for approval     

Date Payable to     Gross 
Amount Comment 

15/02/2024 Skipton's Building Society     £88.92 Compound Interest 
04/04/2024 Barclays Bank Interest     £61.34 Bank Interest 

29/02/2024 Cheshire West and 
Chester Council     £480.00 Ward Members Grant towards 

Sandbag Storage Bins 

01/03/2024 Jane Colville     £21.00 
Parish Rooms Room Hire 
Charge - paid incorrectly into 
wrong account by clerk. 

            

Payments made since the last meeting for approval     

Date Payable to Net 
Amount VAT Gross 

Amount Comment 

19/02/2024 Bitdefender  £29.16 £5.83 £34.99 Annual Subscription 
27/02/2024 Ashton Hayes Parish Rm  £90.00   £90.00 Quarterly Room Hire payment 



159 
 

 
Payments not yet submitted for approval       

Date Payable to Net 
Amount VAT Gross 

Amount Comment 

  Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £29.85 £4.31 £34.16 Clerk's Expenses 
  HMRC PAYE £21.30 £0.00 £21.30 PAYE Contribution for Tax Point 12 
  Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £656.35 £0.00 £656.35 Salary Tax Point 12 

  Parish Rooms £21.00 £0.00 £21.00 Transfer of money paid into wrong 
account in error 

  
Cheshire Association of 
Local Council’s £25.00 £0.00 £25.00 Induction Training – Cllr Denny  

 
Cheshire Association of 
Local Council’s £50.00 £0.00 £50.00 Induction Training – Cllrs Brenning 

& Eadie 
      
 

GOLDEN LION – Cllr Deynem reported that negotiations continue.  The grant funding agreement 
was now in place which has milestones in place that, they the Community Ownership 
Organisation, have to meet.  The first one being in March, which is the start of the project, has 
been completed by undertaking a re-evaluation of the property.  A proposal has since been sent 
to the solicitors, and the conversation continues.  
 
It was agreed that the Parish Council were happy to be named within the Environmental Policy 
that the Ashton Hayes Community Hub Ltd had drafted and circulated.   
 

HIGHWAYS UPDATE 
A54 Junction – Cllr Dossett reported that the Parish Council were still waiting to hear back from 
Dave Reeves of CWaC regarding the A54 Junction.   
ACTION: Cllr Deynem to chase.  
 
Proposed 20mph Limit on Church Lane – Cllr Dossett reported the consultation period for this had 
now closed.  Implementation notices have been put up.   
 

ENVIRONMENT  
Infrastructure Audit – deferred to the next meeting.  
 
Hedges – Cllr Dossett reported, following a meeting with CWaC Highways Area Team Leader, that 
letters had be distributed to a number of residences whose hedges required action.  Cllr Dossett 
reported that out of the 14 problem properties originally noted, all apart from 3 had now been 
dealt with.  Of the three outstanding properties:- 

o one property at the bottom of Peel Crescent still needs work carrying out by the resident. 
o The Parish Council were still trying to contact the resident of one property as they were not 

answering the door. 
o one property is empty; The Parish Council is looking to make contact and undertake the 

work as part of a CWaC information video, subject to the removed hedging being able to 
be disposed of at the property safely.  

 

Community Clean-Up – It was reported that the next Community Clean-up event was scheduled to 
take place on Saturday 13th April.  
ACTION:  Clerk to request hire of litter picking equipment from CWAC Streetcare Team. 
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Tarvin Sands Lay-by – a resident had contacted the Parish Council following concerns they had 
regarding the poor condition of the green space at Tarvin Sands.  The Parish Council agreed that 
subject to any conversations Cllr Varey has had previously with the resident that the resident 
should be encouraged to continue to report issues relating to footpaths via the CWaC App and any 
other issues should be reported directly to Tarvin and Kelsall Parish Council’s in relation to their 
specific areas of responsibility. 
 

Cllr Deynem left the meeting. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
Policies - the list of policies were reviewed, and volunteers sought to review and bring back to the 
next meeting any recommendations for amendment. 
 

Plastic Initiative Steering Group – it was reported that a representative from the Parish Council 
would need to sit on the Plastic Initiative Steering Group.  Cllr Denny confirmed she would be 
willing to undertake this role.  
 

Asset Register - RESOLVED 23/098 to adopt the Asset Register as presented to the meeting for 
2024, subject to the Jubilee Bench being included and the totals being double checked. 
 

Risk Assessment - RESOLVED 23/099 to adopt the Risk Assessments for 2024 subject to Cllr 
Craven reviewing and making any amendments via email. 
 

Annual Report – the draft Annual Report was circulated around the Parish Council for review and 
comments.  The final report would be brought to the April meeting for adoption.  
 

Grants for Community Projects – Cllr Mitchell circulated a written report to the meeting following a 
request at the last meeting for him to explore grant options for community projects, in particular, 
with regards to installing a bus shelter for the children of Helsby High School who catch the school 
bus.  Cllr Mitchell’s recommendation to the meeting was to explore Cheshire West and Chester 
Crowdfunding via Spacehive for the replacement bench and installation of a wooden bus shelter, if 
the Parish Council wish to move forward with this project.  
ACTION:  Cllr Colville and Cllr Brennan to look into Crowdfunding – find out how many families 
would contribute towards this. 
ACTION: Clerk to seek quotes for bus shelter and replacement bench.  
 

AROUND ASHTON 
Items for consideration for inclusion in following issue: 

- Foster Care 
- Village Hall News Update 
- Volunteering – what the opportunities and benefits are – highlighting Community Shop & 

Café. 
- Parish Meeting 
- Sustainability 
- Parish Rooms Update 
- Golden Lion Update 

 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Parish Council would take place on Monday 8th April 2024 at 7.15pm in 
the Parish Rooms.  
 

The meeting closed at 21.08 
 

Signed:............................................................... Dated:............................................... 
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ACTION LIST 
 Action: Undertaken by Status 
 Management of Brines Brow –Cllr Dossett to progress 

discussions with Cheshire Wildlife Trust to explore how to 
protect the area 

Cllrs Dossett/Craven Ongoing 

 
 

Public Participation: 
- Monitor noise pollution of Bird Scarer. 
- Contact the Scouts to ask them to tidy up outside of Scout 

Hut 
- Dial-a-Ride Service by CWaC – contact to see why service 

has changed 
- Overhanging Tree – report to CWaC 
- Raise with owners the installation of security Camera’s at 

WI building - 
- Dog’s fouling on private property – include on Nextdoor 
- If available put a Parish Council dog fouling notice up near 

4 Peel Crescent 
- Write to owners of April Cottage about parking on 

wildflowers 
- Report to Highways manhole cover lifted during heavy rain 
- Report to Highways blocked grids on layby on Church Road 
- Northern Trains Ltd to confirm who owns land 

 
- Monitor PCSO attendance and communication and report 

back to PCC (September) 
- Remind all residents on NextDoor of PCSO surgery a couple 

of days before it takes place 
- Check with CWaC the timescale they are working to, to 

make improvement on the Report It App 

 
PC to monitor 
Clerk 
 
Cllr Deynem 
 
Cllr Denny  
Cllr Dossett  
 
Cllr Varey  
Cllr Varey 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
Clerk 
External 
 
PC 
 
Cllr Varey 
 
Clerk 

 
 
Emailed – awaiting a 
response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sent letter 12-03-
2024 
HW594814745 
HW594813944 
 
 
 
 
 
Emailed 12-03-2024 

 External Matters: 
- Review Bio-diversity improvements for PC to consider. 

 
Cllrs Dossett/Mitchell 

 
On-going 

 
 

Accounts: 
- Pay approved invoices 
 
- Put minutes on website 
- Pay Grant Monies in May 2024 

 
Cllrs Dossett/Varey/ 
Strachan 
 
Clerk 

 
Completed 
 
Completed 
 

 Environmental Matters 
- Request follow-up meeting with Stuart Bateman and Maria 

Roberts 

 
Clerk 

 
Emailed 13-02-2024 
& 02-03-2024 

 
 

Highways: 
- CWaC investigating the flooding on Peel Hall Lane. 
- Request if the Milestone between Mouldsworth and Ashton 

could be re-sited on opposite side of road? 
- Request if a designated Police space could be created by 

Grasscrete opposite the Primary School. 
- Consider changing status of Shay Lane to green lane to 

allow it to be gated 
- Undertake Audit of Infrastructure. 
- Provide costs of Chicanes and Speed Bumps 
- Discuss Dave Reeves response with him to see if he would 

be more receptive to thoughts put forward 
- Ask CWaC for a copy of the network diagrams 
- Report potholes on Pentre Lane – raise again with CWaC 

 
With CWaC 
With CWaC to 
provide a quote 
CWaC to provide a 
quote 
S Bateman 
 
All Parish Councillors  
CWaC 
Cllr Deynem 
 
Clerk 
Cllr Eadie 

 
On-going 
On-going 
 
On-going 
 
Ongoing 
 
On-going 
 
 
 
Emailed 14-11-2023 

 PROW:  
- Footpaths – Works order raised to remove redundant stile 

on footpath from Gongar Lane to Church. 
- Replace two stiles on Gongar Lane with kissing gates – 

works order raised to replace one and still looking for 
solution for stile nearest road 

 
CWaC PROW officer 
 
CWaC PROW officer 
 
 

 
ongoing 
 
ongoing 
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- Badger holes by Baker Way path through Cllr Kinsey’s Land CWaC PROW Officer Chased 13-02-2024 
 Council Matters 

- Explore costings for pump and pipeline to allow the Parish 
Council to be more self-sufficient when flooding occurs. 

- Explore what grants are available for community projects. 
 

- Obtain residents re flood relief fund evidence of work 
completion. 

- Look into crowd funding for bus shelter and replacement 
bench on Grange Road.  

- Get costings for bus shelter 

 
CWaC /Cllr Varey/Cllr 
Dossett 
Cllr Brennan & 
Colville 
Cllr Colville 
 
Cllr Colville & 
Brennan 
Clerk 

 
 
 

 Around Ashton Articles 
- Foster Care 
- Village Hall News Update 
- Volunteering – what the opportunities and benefits are – 

highlighting Community Shop & Café. 
- Parish Meeting 
- Sustainability 
- Parish Rooms Update 
- Golden Lion Update 
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REGULAR PAYMENTS APPROVED 

Frequency Total Approved for Year
Clerk's Salary Monthly Up to budget amount.
Payroll Services Yearly Up to budget amount.
HMRC PAYE Quarterly As set by HMRC
Training Monthly up to budget amount.
Around Ashton Costs Quarterly up to budget amount.
Clerk's Expenses Monthly Up to budget amount.
Website and Domain Name Yearly Up to budget amount.
Pub license Yearly Up to budget amount.
PR hire cost Quarterly Up to budget amount.
Gardening Bi-annually Up to budget amount.

Proposal is to pass one resolution to approve regular payments as per the set budget and delgate 
authority to the clerk to make payments in accordance with the council's financial procedures 
until the end 2024-25 financial year when regular payments will be reviewed. 
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clerk.ashtonhayespc@gmail.com

From: clerk.ashtonhayespc@gmail.com
Sent: 08 March 2024 16:29
To: Anthony Jones; Ciarán ; iandossett@aol.com; Jane Colville; Paul Varey; Peter 

Mitchell; richard-kinsey@sky.com; Samantha Denny; spyhill4@hotmail.com; 
stuart@ashtonhayespc.co.uk; susie@ashtonhayespc.co.uk

Subject: Payroll Services

Dear all,  
 
Please find below the updated Payroll Services costs for 2024 – we need to sign them asap so if you can 
approve them in principle by email, then I will include them oƯicially on the next Parish Council agenda.  
  

Service 2023/24 2024/25 
Cost per employee per month Ashton Hayes and 
Horton-cum-Peel 

£8.25 plus VAT £8.75 plus VAT 

Backpay calculations/adjustments (per employee) £15.00 plus VAT £17.50 plus VAT 
Pension re-enrolment (required every 3 years) £55.00 plus VAT £55.00 plus VAT 
Year-end payroll submission and P60’s (P35) £30.00 plus VAT £32.50 plus VAT 
Set-up of new employees £6.00 plus VAT £6.50 plus VAT 
      

  
 
 
Many thanks and kind regards 
 
Trudy 
 

 

Ashton Hayes and Horton cum Peel Parish Clerk 

Trudy Ryall-Harvey 
Email: clerk.ashtonhayespc@gmail.com 
Tel: 07784 486 767 

I work 8 hours a week. My normal working days will vary however every attempt will be made to respond to 
emails and telephone messages as soon as possible.  
 
The information you provide (personal information such as name, address, email address, phone number, 
organisation) will be processed and stored to enable us to contact you and respond to your correspondence, 
provide information and/or access our facilities and services. Your personal information will be not shared or 
provided to any other third party without your permission. The only exception would be when we are required to 
do so by law enforcement authorities. For more information visit http://ashtonhayespc.co.uk  
 
 







Main Points of Note in 2023/24 
1. At the start of the year we had 9 Parish Councillors and two vacancies, since then we have 

advertised and successfully recruited 2 further Parish Councillors. As of the end of February 2024 

there are no vacancies .  

2. Matters of concern continue to be raised under Public Participation and over the last 12 months  

 76 concerns were raised by the public, (or by Parish Councillors on behalf of the public);  

 56 actions were instigated and completed;  

 20 concerns were noted but no action raised.  

3. Fourteen Planning applications were considered and commented on by the Parish Council (PC). The 

PC responses were heavily influenced by the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) policies and principles. Of the 

applications received:  

 Four were Supported (i.e. positively contributed to the parish as per the Neighbourhood Plan), 

 Seven were given a Neutral response (i.e. no material impact as per the NP or general planning 

considerations) 

 Two were Objected to (i.e. adverse impact as per the NP),   

 Three new planning potential breaches were referred to CWaC Planning Enforcement for their 

investigation.  

4. The PC members, as Trustees of the Parish Rooms, exercised oversight of that community facility, 

ensuring its availability to local people.  

5. Quarterly ‘Around Ashton’ (AA) newsletters were produced, typically 480 copies per issue. The PC 

continues to encourage residents and interested parties outside the area to receive their AA 

electronically.  Currently 33.1% are delivered electronically. 

6. The PC continues to utilise its website, NextDoor and Facebook to provide access to PC papers, 

distribute information of potential public interest and to promote events taking place throughout 

the village.  These digital communication services have allowed us to reach a wider audience more 

quickly, whilst allowing residents to communicate more easily. 

7. The PC has continued to provide support to the Golden Lion Community Benefit Society in their 

efforts to secure the pub for the community. 

8. The Parish Council continued to meet with Cheshire West and Chester Council, United Utilities and 

the Environment Agency regarding continued concerns of flooding within the parish.  The issues 

identified from subsequent heavy rain events have also been included.  The main works raised in 

2023-24 have been associated with:-  

 UU have cleaned out the wastewater pumping station, changed the pump and valves and 

further investigation on a suspected faulty valve in a field. They have also started an appraisal 

of its capacity/capability 

 CWaC have been investigating cause of flooding on Peel Hall Lane including camera work and 

extra jetting. Further work is neccessary 

  A further flooding report was submitted to CWaC following Storm Babet and was positively 

received by CWaC.  This helped focus in on particular problem areas  

 The Parish Council organised a site meeting with representatives from CWaC, Environment 

Agency and United Utilities in December to discuss a joint agency approach to the ongoing 

issues. Follow up progress meetings are being organised 

9. Highways issues have been a constant challenge throughout the year.  However, communication 

with CWaC Highways department is greatly improved and appreciated. CWaC have appointed  a new 

contract repair company. Consequently  problems  reported by the Parish Council or the residents 

are being dealt with more efficiently. Outstanding issues are chased through CWaC by the Parish 

Council   The key actions have been/are: 



 Reporting potholes where they are more than 4cms deep. This is the minimum size at which 

CWaC will repair them. The public are also encouraged to report problems as they see them, via 

the CWaC online reporting tool. 

 Working with the local traffic enforcement team and CWaC Highways to try to establish a police 

monitoring area on Church Road for a Police Van to use.  Still waiting on costing for this from 

Highways.  

 SID monitoring of speeds through the village is still being undertaken by volunteers. The data 

collected has helped get police attention and also to apply for the above pilot scheme. 

 Imminent installation of a 20mph zone along Village Road and Church Road. This has required a 

fair bit of consultation.   

10. The Parish Council has continued to arrange and coordinate the twice-yearly community clean-up 
events that local residents volunteer to get involved in. This has proved to be popular and is felt by 
many residents to be an important community activity, with a positive outcome in terms of 
maintaining the village and the wider parish. 

 
Financial Performance 

 For the year 2023-24 the Parish Council took the decision not to raise the Precept due to the 
Parish Council trying to help residents during the financial pressures.  

 Overall for 2023-24, the PC operating costs came in less than planned in the original budget, 
primarily as a result of reduced spending in the following areas: training, election costs (the 
election was an uncontested election) general grants, ad hoc items and inflation and contingency 
monies and increased interest from monies on deposit  

 The Precept for 2024-25 was increased by 3% to £18,770 which is an increase in funding 
requested from CWaC and thus indirectly from residents.  
 

Council Attendance 2023-24 
 

 For 2023-24 there were 11 councillors’ assigned slots which are now all filled. The Parish Council 
currently having no vacancies  

 Ashton Hayes and Horton-Cum-Peel Parish Council held 9 Parish Council meetings between May 
2023 and April 2024. 

 An average of 8 councillors attended each council meeting, however it should be noted that the 
Parish Council co-opted 1 councillor in October and 1 in January 2024. 

 CWaC Councillor Hugo Deynem attended 2 of the Council meetings having sent his apologies for 
the May, July, September, October, November, January, February and March meetings.  This in 
part is due to Cllr Deynem being the Sheriff of the City of Chester for the year. The Parish Council 
looks forward to seeing more of the ward councillor when this role finishes in May 2024. 

 Over the year 17 members of the public attended council meetings.   

 PCSO Hannath and Logan attended the February Parish Council Meeting in the absence of the 
local PCSO. 

 
Grant Process 
This year the Parish Council introduced a new Grant Policy, following this adverts were placed in Around 
Ashton and Nextdoor to raise community groups awareness of the opportunity for worthy causes to 
apply for money from the Parish Council to benefit local residents.  
 
In September four notifications of interest were received, followed by in October full grant applications.  
A total of £8,100 was applied for against a budget of £2,500.  The Parish Council therefore agreed to 
assign an additional £1,500 towards the grants for 2024-25 from the underspent monies carried over 
from 2023-24.  A Working Group then considered all applications and additional information was sought 
from the applicants prior to a recommendation being brought to the Parish Council meeting in January 
for agreement.  



 
All applicants were invited to attend the Parish Council meeting and provide a two-minute overview of 
their application.  Following this the Parish Council discussed and considered the applications, and it was 
agreed to: 

- Support fully two applicants, these being Ashton Hayes Sports and Recreation Association and 
Ashton Hayes PCC (St John’s Church),  

- Partially contribute towards one application, this being the Ashton Hayes Primary School Parent 
and Teacher Association due to not all students being residents of the Parish.  

- Partially contribute another applicant, this being the Ashton, Mouldsworth, Horton-cum-Peel 
Village Hall Charitable Company Limited, subject to no other grants being received. In the event, 
another grant was received (from Cheshire Community Action), so the need for the PC grant fell 
away.  

 
This report is signed and dated following a meeting of the Parish Council, where the report was 
approved by all present. 
 
Signed on behalf of the Parish Council  
Ian Dossett (Chair) 
01/04/2023 
 




