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MEETING MINUTES
Monday 12 February 2024, at 7.15pm in Parish Rooms, Ashton Hayes.

Present: Clir C Brennan ClIr I Dossett — Chairperson
Clir J Colville Clir R Kinsey
Clir B Craven Clir P Mitchell
Clir S Eadie ClIr S Strachan-Naylor
Clir A Jones Clir P Varey
Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey Members of the Public: 1

James Hannath (PCSO)
Craig Logan (PCSO)

APOLOGIES: Apologies were received and accepted from Clir S Denny and Clir H Deynem (Ward
Councillor).

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
No declarations of interest were received.

DISPENSATIONS

The Clerk reported that she had received a request from Clir Eadie to seek a dispensation to
participate in discussions and voting in relation to being a Trustee of the Parish Rooms.
RESOLVED 23/087 to approve the dispensation requests until May 2027.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
The Council agreed that there was nothing that required the exclusion of the press and public to
be discussed at this meeting.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

- ClIr Mitchell reported that following the Ashton Hayes and Mouldsworth Village Hall applying
for a Parish Council grant they have received confirmation that they have received the full
cost to cover the insulation works of £3,000 from a Cheshire Community Action Grant. The
Parish Council congratulated the Ashton Hayes and Mouldsworth Village Hall on
accomplishing this. :

- ClIr Craven reported that the condition of Old Lane was appalling due to mud being left on
the road following contractors working on the fields. There was also a build-up of mud and
debris on the verge which also meant that the road was narrowing over time.

ACTION: ClIr Craven to report this on CWaC’s App.

- A resident reported that there was again this year mud left on the road outside the field
gates near Gladstone Barns.
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- Clir Dossett reported that following a resident raising concerns about flooding in the village
the previous week, he had responded directly. Cllr Dossett confirmed that there did appear
to be a reduced amount of water on the junction of Gongar Lane than in previous heavy
water periods, he also confirmed that Peel Hall Lane road flooding had been pumped out.
He welcomed the efficiency of Cheshire West and Chester Council and how quickly they
reacted on this occasion.

- Cllr Dossett reported that at 9 Peel Crescent a new tarmac drive had been laid replacing the
gravel one which meant that the water on the front garden was now potentially discharging
directly onto the highway.

ACTION: Report to Enforcement
ACTION: ClIr Dossett to draft a guide to the Planning and Building Regulations relating to
such installations for inclusion in Around Ashton

Clir Brennan joined the meeting.

- ClIr Strachan-Naylor reported that a pole with two cameras had been installed on the
Knightswood site. This was believed to be contravening planning regulations and therefore
it was requested that this be reported to Planning Enforcement.

ACTION: Report to Planning Enforcement,

- PCSO Hannath and Logan attended the meeting in the absence of PCSO Netherton. The
Parish Council welcomed them and thanked the PCSO for attending the meeting. The
Parish Council explained their frustrations with inviting PCSO Netherton a number of times
to the meetings but the PCSO neither responded or attended,

The Parish Councillors highlighted that they had reported to PCSO Netherton and via the
101 hotline, parking concerns on pavements, in particular regular vehiles obstructing Peel
Hall Lane and Pee! Crescent. However, the Parish Council has not received any response to
these reports. They also highlighted that they would like better communication with the
PCSO as the village is very active and there are lots of opportunities for the PCSO to be
involved in community initiatives.

It was confirmed that the Police Sergent for our area is James Deansdale.

- ClIr Jones highlighted that a number of residents had reported to him the poor service
provided by the Community Dial-a-Ride Service run by CWaC. Recently the bus service had
not been provided and a replacement taxi had been offered. The taxi turned up late on
one occasion and did not turn up at all on the return trip, meaning residents had to make
their own way home.

ACTION: Clerk to contact CWac for clarification about the service they offer.

EXTERNAL MATTERS

Northern Trains Ltd — a response from Northern Trains was circulated and it was agreed that a
site visit be requested and also to invite Mouldsworth Parish Council to attend.

ACTION: request a site visit.

Local Plan Evidence Base Consuitation 2024 — the consuitation information was circulated around
all Parish Councillors and it was agreed that there was nothing at the moment that we need to do.
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Clir Dossett asked us to note that CWaC are trying to identify building land. Ashton Hayes is still
classed as a local service area — no change. Nothing has changed but the approach iooks
sensible.

ACTION: ClIr Dossett to send over wording for the consultation to be raised on Nextdoor.

Police & Crime Commissioner— following the Parish Council writing to the Pclice & Crime
Commissioner as per agreement at the last Parish Council Meeting, a response was received
advising that it should be sent to the Chief Constable of Cheshire Police. The PCSO’s attended the
meeting as above as the foliow up action.

Highways Volunteer Scheme Video — it was reported that Clir Dossett had been approached by
Karl Farrow from Highways as CWaC were looking for representatives to assist in the making of a
Volunteer Scheme Video. CWaC will provide liability insurance. It was agreed that the Parish
Councillors would be willing to volunteer.

Cheshire West and Chester Town and Parish Meeting — 6% March

The Clerk reported that CHALC has contacted the Parish Council to see if we would be willing to
present at the Town and Parish Meeting scheduled for 6™ March on our experience on applying for
the Local Council Award Scheme. It was agreed that Peter Mitchell would represent the PC.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.
It was unanimously RESOLVED 23/088 that Cilr Dossett as Chairperson sign the minutes as a
true and correct record of the meeting held on 8% January 2024.

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING

-Bird Scarer - Clir Kinsey reported that he had spoken with the tenant who has the bird scarer.
The tenant had confirmed they had changed the setting to go from 9am to 4pm and it is now on
random, so not constant within those hours. Clir Strachan-Naylor confirmed that the brid scarer
still went off from 7.45am sometimes it goes off several times consecutively, she feit the
experience had not improved. Clir Kinsey highlighted the problems of the farming community who
are plagued with losing considerable revenue due to birds feeding on the rapeseed oit when
planted in fields.

ACTION: ClIr Kinsey to speak to the tenant to ask if it would be possible to move the bird scarer
to the other side of the field and investigate if it can be turned so that the noise is primarily
projected over uninhabited {and.

-Pot Holes - Clir Eadie reported that he had reported several potholes to CWaC and was told that
they did not comply with the criteria. This was disappointing and he felt that this could dishearten
members of the public from reporting issues.

ACTION: ClIr Eadie to check compliance with the criteria and raise again with CwaC.

[t was agreed that the following items should be chased:
- Contact the Scouts to ask them to tidy up outside of the Scout Hut.
- Find out the Planning Officer’s name dealing with 23/00896/LDC — Tarvin Sands.
- Badgers holes by Baker Way path through Clir Kinsey’s land.

Action List updates, not otherwise included on the agenda. Update on the following items were
reported:

o Other actions completed and removed from the Action List:
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Redacted members interests be sent to CWaC for Stuart Eadie

Put members interests and profile on Website.,

Set up dedicated PC email address

Added Stuart Eadie to the Charity Commission for the Parish Rooms Trustees

ClIr Kinsey made contact with the tenant of the field in Ashton with the Bird Scarer.
Hedge Survey Completed by I Dossett and P Mitchell

Open Culvert/Drain near footpath reported to UU and PROW & Landowners.

Clerk Chased respaonse to Mouldsworth Station Accessibility.

— it had previously been confirmed that Ben Greenwood would be dealing with this
planning application. However he is leaving CWaC
» Paid approved invoices.
» Put minutes on website,
Submitted Churchyard grant application on behalf of St John the Evangelist Church,
Ashton.
Submitted Precept Request
Responded to Grant Applicants advising them of the outcome of their applications.
Submitted Quality Application to Locat Council Award Scheme.
Applied for Street Furniture Licence for Sandbags Storage bins
Signed up to Civility and Respect Pledge.

PLANNING
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 06/02/2024.

It was reported that the following planning applications had received a determination since the
last meeting:
23/01209/FUL - Land at All Slates Ltd, Kelsall Road, Chester — Replacement office building

- approved. :

Determined that the Planning Officer Name dealing with 23/00896/LDC — Tarvin Sands

23/03733/P14 — Eawin C Farrall Transport, New Farm, Ashiton Lane —Installation of Sotar

PV (Photovoltaics) system on the rcof, occupying a total area of around 360m2 of the

south-facing canopy roof covering the rooftop system will consist of 110x Risen 410W Solar
PV Modules (RSM40-8-410M) as per the enclosed datasheet, The proposed total installed

rooftop capacity is 45.1 kW, with all other PV Generator equipment (i.e. inverters) being

installed at ground-level. The Solar PV Modules will be mounted to the roof covering of the

building using K2 BasicRail, which will be installed in-line with the enclosed K2 Assembly
Manual — Decided — Prior approval not required.

Planning Enforcement Issues:
It was reported that the installation of a pole with camera’s at Dunham Barn, Longley Lane,

Kelsall CW6 0TG had been reported to Enforcement - EN580873910

It was reported that a new tarmac drive replacing a gravel one had been installed at 9 Peel
Crescent, Ashton Hayes, Chester CH3 8DA with no obvious provision to keep rainwater on

site but rather it could run in to the roadway and thus the already challenged village

drainage system. This has been raised with CWaC Enforcement to check - EN584465159
It was reported that Tarvin Sands Fishery currently had 7 caravans situated on the site in
breach of planning permissions, this had been reported to Enforcement — EN573140119
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ACCOUNTS
Cashbook & Outturn

The Cashbook and Outturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 29-01-2024. These were

accepted.

Bank Reconciliation

RESOLVED 23/089 that following the review of the bank reconciliation and bank statements,

they be signed by Clir Colville
To note income receiv iture paid

the meeting for approval as set out below:

last meeting.
RESOLVED 23/090 that the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to

__}g_c_gmg_rﬂeceived in since_ the last meetin .fqrﬂaw roval

i Gross
Date ___ Payableto ... hmount Comment
_»_15/12/2023 Sktpton s Building Socnety e 85.54 - Compound Ir lnterest
15/01/2024 Sklptgr_w_;_Bngj_lgl_l;_\g_kS‘pglret,y.'7WW - 88.65 Compound Interestﬂ i
__Pavments made smce the Ia_st_ r_neetmg for aggroval - o )
. Net | . Gross
Date Payable to . Amount . VAT . Amount . Comment
11/01/2024 BostonSeeds - £136.66 £27.33 £163.99  Wildflower Seed B
15/01/2024_ Nemecom _ £7.67 £153  £9.20 DomainNameRenewal
Payments not yet made for approval e
: Net : . Gross
Date  Payableto  Amount VAT Amount . Comment
B MrsT Ryall Harvey .. F141.10 _£25. 60 __£166.70  Clerk's Expenses
' . PAYE Contribution for Tax
~ HMRC PAYE . £7. 20 £0.00  £7. 20 Point1l o -
- Mrs'_l'_R_yaIl Harvey . £656 35 —E_Q,QQM £656 35 SalaryTax Pomt 11 -
Parish Rooms Final
__Quarterly Payment £90.00 £0.00  £90.00 .  Room Hire

Consultancy Fees
Valuat;on & Appralsal

| £945.00 £189.00 £1,134.00

___ Abigail Owen X
_ £1,950.00 £390.00  £2,340.00

LegatOwen

GOLDEN LION - Due to Clir Deynem’s absence there was nothing to report.

HIGHWAYS UPDATE

A54 Junction — Clir Dossett reported that the Parish Council were still waiting to hear back from
Dave Reeves of CWaC regarding the A54 Junction.

ACTION: ClIr Deynem to chase.

ACTION: report the bollard on A54 with no reflectors — travelling from Tarvin.

Proposed 20mph Limit on Church Lane — Clir Dossett reported that CWaC have now advertised
formally the speed reduction to 20mph on Church Lane. The route would cover the B5393 Church
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Road as you drive towards the Pavilion to just after Ashton Hayes Day Nursery. The consultation
process is now taking place and the closing date for the consultation is 23 February 2024.

ENVIRONMENT

Infrastructure Audit

Cllr Varey reported that he was in receipt of several completed audits from Parish Councillors, and
there were three zones outstanding and he also highlighted that some of the maps had not been
completed and kindly asked that these be completed and returned to him.

Storm Babet

Clir Dossett provided an update following an update he had from UU. Since then UU had cleaned
out the wastewater pumping station, changed the pump and valves and they were going to
investigate a suspected faulty valve in the field. UU have assured Clir Dossett that the pipeline is
scoured out by the speed of the flow of wastewater. They also intended to undertake a formal
review of the pumping capacity in the area.

ACTION: arrange a follow-up meeting with Stuart Bateman and Maria Roberts(mid-March).

Stor itigation Action

The Clerk confirmed that the Street Furniture licences for the storage bins for the sandbags have
been applied for and were now being consulted upon by CWaC.

The Clerk reported that she had submitted a Ward Grant Members Budget request to cover £480
towards the costs of the storage bins; this grant was successful.

Brines Brow — ClIr Dossett reported that following a meeting with Cheshire Wildiife they have
investigated Brines Brow and have identified that Brines Brow Woodland is already a Local Wildlife
Site (LWS). The next step was to raise it with the Sandstone Group to see if there are any other
areas that could be joined together to create a more substantial LWS. This has been done and
feedback is awaited.

ClIr Dossett contacted the “Crown” land agent, which in this area is Savills and they have
confirmed that Brines Brow is not listed as owned by the Crown. Cllr Dossett has therefore
contacted the organisation in charge of the Mineral Rights of the Crown to see if anyone owns the
mineral rights to the land.

PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS

Bus Shelter - following the last meeting when it was suggested that a Bus Shelter could be
installed opposite the Ashton Hayes Day Nursery, the clerk had spoken with CWaC and they had
confirmed that a Street Furniture Licence would be required, and also suggested that we contact
Malpas Parish Council who have recently had a bus shelter installed.

The Clerk has contacted Malpas Parish Council who confirmed the wooden bus shelter that they
have had installed costed approximately £4,000 but was constructed by a local person at cost.

It was therefore agreed to explore a Crowd Funding option on this.

ACTION: CliIr Mitchell also to expiore what grants there may be available through Cheshire
Community Action.

ACTION: CliIr Brennan and ClIr Colville to look at Crowd Funding options for this.

Bench on Grange Road - it was reported that the bench at the junction of Grange Road was in
disrepair and Clir Brennan had reviewed it and agreed it was irreparable,

152




It was therefore agreed to tie this in with the Bus Shelter funding project to seek monies towards
the replacement of the bench.

Grant Policy and Application ~ Clir Dossett reported that the Clerk, Clir Colville and Clir Dossett had
met and reviewed the Grant Policy and Application form and a revised policy and application form
was circulated around prior to the meeting. It was RESOLVED 23/091 to adopt the revised
Grant Policy and Application.

Flood Relief Grant — Clir Colville reported that following contacting all the recipients of the Flood
Relief Grants provided by the Parish Council, we have now received responses from all except for
one recipient. ClIr Colville highlighted concerns she had with the spending of one of the applicants
and recommended that a letter be drafted and signed by Clir Dossett to explore further why they
spent the money in the way they did. This was agreed.

ACTION: Clir Colville to draft letters for Chair to sign.

Parish and Public Meetings- it was reported that the proposed Parish Meeting and Public Meeting
were scheduled to take place on Monday 22™ April. The draft agendas for these meetings were
circulated and agreed.

Parish Rooms Trustees Meeting — Clir Varey reported that following the Trustees meeting progress
had been made on the background sustainability and viability and this work continues. The Parish
Rooms Trustees ask that the invoices from the Consultancy Fees be paid, it was proposed by Clir
Varey and seconded by Clir Mitchell an unanimously RESOLVED 23/092 that these invoices be
settled by the Parish Council at the earliest opportunity.

AROUND ASHTON
Items for consideration for inclusion in next issue:
- Driveways and water runoff.
- Hedges (ID to review following his meeting with Karl Farrow)
- CWaC have a consultation website — JC to review and highlight what consultations are
coming up.
- Grants that have been awarded and the process.
- Tarvin Educational Foundation.
- Next round of grant applications — put in June Around Ashton
- Viltage Hall Update

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council would take place on Monday 11t March 2024 at 7.15pm in
the Parish Rooms.

The meeting closed at 21.19
Signed:... | .. .............. Dated:........ DeR32.2%. e
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