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MEETING MINUTES
Monday 11'*" December 2023, at 7.15pm in Parish Rooms, Ashton Hayes.

Present: Clir C Brennan Clir R Kinsey
Clir J Colville Clir P Mitchell
Clir B Craven Clir P Varey
Clir I Dossett — Chairperson Clir H Deynem (Ward Councillor)
Clir A Jones
Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey Members of the Public: 2

APOLOGIES: Apologies were received and accepted from Clir S Denny and Clir S Strachan-Naylor
due to ill health.

PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES
It was reported that there was currently one vacancy on the Parish Council.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Declarations of interest for items on the agenda were received from:

Clir Colville regarding Item 13.2 Grant Applications due to her having a disclosable interest in
AHSRA and Ashton and Mouldsworth Village Hall and she undertook not to vote on this matter.
Clir Mitchell regarding Item 13.2 Grant Applications due to him having a disclosable interest in the
Ashton and Mouldsworth Village Hall and he undertook not to vote on this matter.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

The Council agreed that there was nothing that required the exclusion of the press and public to
be discussed at this meeting.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

It was reported that the road closure sign and sandbags remained on Old Lane and Clir Craven
considered this now to be fly tipping. Clir Varey also confirmed that there remained a redundant
sign on Grange Road opposite the cottage at the Church Road end - Clir Craven to report to
CwacC.

It was reported that there was a pothole on Shay Lane just as you approach Willow Hayes. Clir
Varey confirmed this had now been reported to CWaC and they have confirmed it will be repaired.

A Parish Councillor again raised concerns regarding the frequent sound of a bird scarer going off
halfway along Shay Lane. This had been reported at the last meeting and further reports had
been received.

ACTION: Clir Strachan-Naylor and ClIr Mitchell to report to CWaC via their noise pollution app.
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A local resident had reported to the Parish Council that there was an open culvert/drain near a
footpath, and which could represent a trip hazard.
ACTION: This had been reported to the Landowner, United Utilities and CWaC PROW

Department. The manhole belongs to United Utilities and they hope to have this resolved within
the next week or so.

Mouldsworth Station Accessibility — it was reported that this issue had been raised again with
Network Rail due to the lack of a response following the initial complaint.
ACTION: Put on action list.

It was reported that Gongar Brook by the Scout Hut had been partially blocked with metal work.
Clir Dossett had been and removed the metal work and found it to be furniture that had been left
out at the Scout Hut and since been thrown in the stream. It was believed that someone was
using the lean-to outside the back of the Scout Hut as a hang-out area. The Parish Council has
asked that the rubbish that is sited around the outside of the scout hut be removed.

ACTION: Clir Varey to find out who is currently responsible for the scout hut area so that the
Parish Councit can ask them to clear the area.

Clir Deynem reported that he had raised with CwaC a missing sign on the road out of Ashton

Hayes down the hill past the village hall. He believed the sign was previously a ‘sharp bend in
road’ sign.

Clir Deynem highlighted a current consultation being run by CWacC regarding the Borough Plan.
ACTION: to include in Around Ashton if the deadline has not passed. Clir Deynem to provide

summary.
EXTERNAL MATTERS
Have your say on the future of transport in Cheshire West and Chester - information relating to

this consultation was circulated. Clir Colville had reviewed the information and believed that the
service is potentially very important for the village given its demographic profile.

ACTION: ClIr Colville to include an article in Around Ashton to raise residents’ awareness of this
consultation.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.

Clir Varey proposed, Clir Jones seconded and it was unanimously RESOLVED 237066 that Clir
Dossett as Chairperson sign the minutes as a true and correct record of the meeting held on 13t
November 2023.

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING

Action List updates, not otherwise included on the agenda. Update on the following items were
reported:

¢ Brines Brow — Clir Dossett suggested that we explore getting the Cheshire Wildlife Trust to
adopt the woodland as a wildlife site. The Parish Council could then see if CWaC would
agree to maintain the footpath through the site and the Parish Council could look to plant
additional trees.
ACTION: Clir Dossett and CliIr Craven to meet with Cheshire Wildlife Trust in January to
explore this further.




Flooding on Peel Hall Lane - it was reported that CWaC have carried out initial work to
prevent this regular flooding and planned to further investigate the cause by using a
camera to survey the drain. The drain will also be jetted and any required remedial action
undertaken.

Email PCSO and PC inviting them to the Parish Council Meeting — Clir Strachan-Naylor had
reported that she raised this at the Police & Crime Commissioner meeting due to the none
attendance of the PCSO.

ACTION: Clir Dossett to draft a letter to John Dwyer

Footpaths update:
- Kissing Gates on Footpath off Gongar Lane — Kissing Gates have now been ordered.

Provide Timescales for Section 19 actions - it was agreed that this item should be closed
due to it being superseded by Storm Babet and the subsequent meetings that have taken
place.

Liaise with CWaC Highways regarding status and condition of Shay Lane — CWaC have
suggested that the status of the lane be changed to a Green Lane which would allow it to
be gated with only the landowners having vehicle access, pedestrian access would remain
unchanged. It was confirmed that Highways don’t own the land they only own the surface
of the road.

ACTION: CwaC Highways to advise on the options for changing the status of Shay Lane
to a Green Lane.

Flood Relief Grant Review — it was reported that letters had been distributed to 9 of the 10
residents who received a Flood Relief Grant and only two residents had responded.
Therefore, it was suggested that a further reminder letter be sent to the residents in
January via email.

ACTION: Clir Colville to draft revised letter for Clerk to email around.

Other actions completed and removed from the Action List:

Village Defibrillators have been registered.

Response to the draft Community Risk Management Plan has been submitted.

Pay approved invoices — completed.

Put minutes on website — completed.

Review Risk Assessment to be included on Agenda for December.

Draft letter to those who have received grants in the past and get confirmation that
money has been spent appropriately.

« Invite Environment Agency to meeting on 7*" December.

* Ttems for inclusion in Around Ashton.

PLANNING
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 05/12/2023.

It was reported that the following planning applications had been received since the last meeting:

23/03645/FUL — 32 Peel Hall Lane, Ashton Hayes, Chester CH3 8DE - single storey side
extension and change of use of garage to incorporate a utility room — the Parish Council
undertook to review this application, circulate a draft response to all Parish Councillors and
submit an agreed response to this application in between meetings.

ACTION: Ask for an extension to this planning consultation.
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e 23/03733/P14 - Edwin C Farrall Transport, New Farm, Ashton Lane, Ashton Hayes, Chester
CH3 8AA - Installation of Solar PV (Photovoltaics) system on the roof, occupying a total
area of around 360m? of the south-facing canopy roof covering. The rooftop system will
consist of 110x Risen 410W Solar PV Modules (RSM40-8-410M) as per the enclosed
datasheet. The proposed total installed rooftop capacity is 45.1 kWp, with all other PV
Generator equipment (i.e. inverters) being installed at ground-level. The Solar PV Modules
will be mounted to the roof covering of the building using K2 Basic Rail, which will be
installed in-line with the enclosed K2 Assembly Manual — The Parish Council undertook to
review this application, circulate a draft response for all Parish Councillors and submit
agreed response to this application in between meetings.

It was reported that the following planning applications had received a determination since the
last meeting:

e 23/02772/S73 - 6 Whitegate Lane, Ashton Hayes CH3 8DF — Dormer Additions to roof,
removal of chimneys with replacement flue and aiteration to facing materials — Variation of
application 21/03031/FUL Condition 2 (approved plans) and Condition 4 (side window) —
modification to side window, position and opening, removal of window to rear dormer,
(dormer ff2 and ff3 to be constructed separately, noted as phase 2) - approved.

» 23/03110/LBC - The Old Dairy, Ashton Hall, Kelsall Road, Chester CH3 8BH — Addition of
new first floor rear window - approved.

e 23/03108/FUL - The Old Dairy, Ashton Hall, Kelsall Road, Chester CH3 8BH — Addition of
new first floor rear window — approved.

Outstanding Planning Enforcement Issues
- It was reported that the clerk had again contacted the Planning Enforcement Department
to obtain an update to the planning enforcement PL421249347 - Proposed new agricultural
access to Village Farm, Church Road but has received no response.

ACCOUNTS
Cashbook & Outturn

The Cashbook and Qutturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 05-12-2023. These were
accepted.

Clir Dossett reported that he predicted that the PC would come in under budget for 2023-24, with
the help of the increase in interest rates from the Skipton’s savings account.

Bank Reconciliation
RESOLVED 23/067 that following the review of the bank reconciliation and bank statements,
they be signed by Clir Jones.

Budget reguirements for 2024-25

The Clerk confirmed she had circulated a draft budget for the Parish Council’s consideration prior
to the meeting and hoped to receive any comments before the next meeting. Such changes to be
included in the budget for 2024-25. The budget would be finalised at the January meeting.

- Include Surveyor, Architect and legal fees
- Lamp-post poppies for Hollands Lane x 5 plus cable ties (£20)
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RESOLVED 23/068 that the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to
the meeting for approval as set out below:

Income received as follows:

Gross Amount

Comment

Bank Interest — Skipton’s Account

£88.12

Compound Interest

Barclays Deposit Account £56.92 | Bank Interest
Expenditure to be approved and paid following the meeting: }
Net Gross
Payabl
ayable to Amount | VAT Amount Comment
Ashton Parish Rooms £90.00;  £0.00 | £90.00 | Q3 Room Hire
Cheshire West and Chester Council £180.00 £0.00 | £180.00 ;| Golden Lion Pub License

Payments not yet made since the last meeting for approval:

Net Gross
Payable to Amount VAT Amount Comment
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £53.55 £0.92 £53.55 ! Clerk's Expenses
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £891.88 £0.00 ; £891.88 : Salary Tax Point 8
HMRC PAYE £65.00 £0.00 £65.00 | HMRC Payment for Quarter 3
Ashton Hayes Gardening Club £149.59 £29.91 | £179.50 | Plants for Planter

GOLDEN LION - Clir Deynem reported that the Golden Lion project continues to move forwards
and negotiations continue with the owner who, as previously reported, has agreed to sell to the
community, but this is subject to being able to agree on all terms of a contract. The CBS
Committee have appointed solicitors to act on their behalf and they are currently negotiating the
sale details and carrying out any appropriate land searches etc. We hope to have further positive

news in the New Year.
HIGHWAYS UPDATE

A54 Junction —ClIr Dossett reported that the Parish Council were still waiting to hear back from
Dave Reeves of CWaC regarding the A54 Junction.

ACTION: Clir Deynem to chase.

20mph Zone

Clir Dossett also reported that regarding the 20mph zone through the village, Highways had
confirmed that the formal consultation that was due to take place in November by CWaC did not
happen and they have assured the Parish Council that it would now happen in January 2024.

PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS
Risk Assessment

The updated Risk Assessment programme of necessary actions was circulated for the Parish
Council’s review. It was highlighted that apart from two ongoing actions, that all other necessary
measures had been completed and thus this item can be ciosed. It was proposed by Clir Dossett
and seconded by Ciir Craven and unanimously RESOLVED 23/069 that this be accepted.

Grant Applications

The grant application summary was circulated around all Parish Councillors for their review, it was
recommended that a number of queries needed to be clarified with the applicants prior to all
applications being considered. Therefore, it was agreed that a Working Group be set up to
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establish all areas that required clarification and these be sought prior to applicants being invited
to the next meeting where the applications would be discussed and agreed.
ACTION: Agree a date for the Working Group to review Grant Applications.

ood Relief Fund Paym evi
Discussed under actions from last meeting.

Appraisal
Cllr Dossett on behalf of the Staffing Committee reported that the Clerk’s appraisal had been
undertaken since the last parish council meeting. This was completed to mutual satisfaction. The
Parish Council thanked the clerk for her continued hard work and dedication.

A schedule of training was proposed by Clir Dossett and seconded by Clir Mitchell and
unanimously RESOLVED 23/070 to approve and support the funding of the clerk’s training for
the next six months.

Local Council Award Scheme

The clerk reported that following the submission of the application for foundation level of the
Local Council Award in September that NALC has confirmed that the Parish Council had achieved
this award.

ACTION: Put article in Around Ashton

ACTION: Sent Clir Varey logo to include on Website.

ACTION: Circulate the comments of the Local Council Award Scheme

The Parish Council can now work towards the Quality Leve! for submission in 2024.

ENVIRONMENT

inability and Climate
A discussion paper was circulated prior to the meeting on a proposed strategy and approach to
local Sustainability and Climate Change. It included

- Historic actions which were discussed and noted.

- The capabilities of the Parish Council which were noted.

- The proposed strategy was agreed

- The proposed approach moving forward was agreed.

- The actions for 2024/25 were agreed subject to confirmation nearer the time.
Clir Dossett proposed and Clir Mitchell seconded that the proposals be accepted. This was
unanimously RESOLVED 23/071 that the proposals be adopted.

Infrastructure Audit

Clir Varey reported that nominated zones have been circulated to individual Parish Councillors and
that they are currently undertaking the audit. It is hoped to have a written report available at the
next meeting.

ACTION: Clir Varey to circulate the completed audit of The Meadows as an example of the
logged infrastructure detail.
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Plastic Free Community Initiative

Clir Varey reported on the progress of the Plastic Free Community Initiative and proposed the
following motions to the meeting:

a) Ashton Hayes and Horton cum Peel Parish Council will lead by example and remove single-
use plastic items from its premises and operations.
b) Ashton Hayes and Horton cum Peel Parish Council will encourage plastic free initiatives in
the area, promoting the campaign and supporting events.
c) Ashton Hayes and Horton cum Peel Parish Council will name a representative of the council
to sit on the Plastic Free Community Steering Group.
It was noted that this fits in well with the Sustainability and Climate Change action agenda.

Clir Varey proposed and Clir Jones seconded and it was unanimously RESOLVED 23/072 to
accept the motion.

rm et
Clir Varey reported that the written report has now been circulated to all agencies (LLFA, CWaC

Highways, EA, UU). Following on from this there were a number of Parish Council actions listed
within the report. These included:

1. Obtain a minimum of:
a. 3 Flood signs
b. 6 traffic barriers
for emergency use by the resilience team.

2. Ask local farmer if the Parish Council can include him in the resilience plan so that we can
call on him and his slurry tanker more quickly in future.

3. Investigate the purchase/installation of a slurry/water pump and pipeline to make us more
self-sufficient.

a. Environment Agency have given verbal permission to discharge into Gongar Brook.
b. Maria Roberts to work with the parish council to undertake an initial investigation
and may be able to assist with funding towards a pump.

4. Replenish our local stock of sandbags and potentially increase the number held so that the
parish council are 100% self-sufficient for the next event.

5. PC to write to residents who live in ‘at risk’ areas reminding them of the need to move
vehicles when flood warnings are issued. Pointing out the risk to their property and the
potential to obstruct flood defence measures.

6. Investigate installing some new large grit bins near high-risk areas for the storage of sand
bags. This would allow residents to help themselves in a timelier manner,

ACTION: Would need a Street Furniture license, which CWaC have verbally agreed to
provide.

Indicative costs for the items that require purchasing are:

Flood Signs (inc. frame) — approx. £27 each ex VAT

Traffic Barriers — approx. £28 each ex VAT

Sandbags — £3.99 each if 35+, £3.13 each if 70+

Large lockable Grit Bins (400l) — approx. £240 each ex VAT

Total Cost (assuming 70 sandbags) - £600 ex VAT plus any delivery (this includes contingency)
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It was proposed by Clir Varey, seconded by ClIr Dossett and unanimously RESOLVED 23/073
that the Parish Council utilise the Flood Mitigation money they had earmarked following Storm
Christoph for the purchase of this equipment.

The Siurry/Water Pump would be additional cost once investigations complete.
ACTION: Explore costings and viability of the Parish Council purchasing a pump and pipeline to
allow the Parish Council to be self sufficient in pumping water away from areas at risk.

AROUND ASHTON

Items for consideration for inclusion in next issue:
- Local Council Award Scheme
- School Parking
- Borough Council Consultations

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Parish Council would take place on Monday 8™ January 2024 at 7.15pm
in the Parish Rooms.

he meeting closed at 21.20

Signed:.._ ................ Dated:......... SO YA e S
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