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MEETING MINUTES
Monday 13* November 2023, at 7.15pm in Parish Rooms, Ashton Hayes.

Present: Clir I Dossett - Chairperson Clir R Kinsey
Clir J Colville Clir B Craven
Clir A Jones Clir S Strachan-Naylor
Clir P Mitchell Clir S Denny

Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey Members of the Public: 3

APOLOGIES: - Apologies were received and accepted from ClIr P Varey due to ill health and Clir
C Brennan due to work commitments.

PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES
It was reported that there was currently 1 vacancy on the Parish Council.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
No declarations of interest for items on the agenda were reported.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
The Council agreed that there was nothing that required the exclusion of the press and public to
be discussed at this meeting.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Following Storm Babet a resident had contacted the Parish Council. They live on the junction of
Pentre Lane and Church Road. They reported that they felt the work that had been done to date
on the drainage infrastructure by CWaC had not worked during the storm and, either the drains
were blocked on the junction, or they could not cope. The resident asked that this be looked at
as a matter of urgency.

ACTION: The Chairperson confirmed that this would be brought up with CWacC along with all
other areas of concern that the Parish Council had following Storm Babet.

Bird Scarer down Shay Lane - it was reported by a number of residents that there is a Bird Scarer
that goes off every day, it starts at 7.53am every morning and then goes on every hour - this is
distressing local animals.

ACTION: Clir Strachan-Naylor to monitor through the noise pollution app.

Applecross Farm has put in an application to sell alcohol — residents are concerned about the
noise and traffic. Clir Strachan-Naylor reported she may object to this licence application on a
personal basis.

It was highlighted that Church Road is to be closed for the fifth time in two months and residents
were frustrated with the poor planning by Cheshire West and Chester Council.
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A resident raised that due to Storm Babet the main road into the village was closed and residents
had to travel down Kelsall Road to enter the village. The resident highlighted that Kelsall road is a
single track road mainly in part due to the overgrown hedge that protrudes out onto the road.
ACTION: Clir Dossett confirmed that the Parish Council will be undertaking a hedge survey and

will be working with CWaC to ensure that landowners are contacted and encouraged to cut their
hedges back safely.

A resident raised concern that during Storm Babet there was not enough signage stopping drivers
from driving through the vast quantities of water that were lying on the road.
ClIr Dossett report that this would be discussed later in the meeting.

EXTERNAL MATTERS

Police & Crime Commissioner Quarter! iew ~ was circulated prior to the meeting for the Parish
Councillor's information.

Cheshire Fire authority 2024-2028 Draft Community Risk Management Plan - was circulated prior
to the meeting for the Parish Councillor’s information. Clir Colville had reviewed the document
and thought it was a well-presented report and recommended that the report be supported.

ACTION: Cliir Colville to respond on behalf of the Parish Council in support of the Community Risk
Management Plan

oli ime Commissioner — Independent Surve Women and Girls - was circulated prior to

the meeting for the Parish Councillor’s information. Clir Strachan-Naylor has submitted a response
on behalf of the Parish Council.

Police and Crime Commissioner’s engagement meeting with the Cheshire West and Chester
Borough, Town and Parish Councils on Wednesday 29th November 18:00 ~ 19:30 at Police HQ,

Clemonds Hey, Oakmere Road, Winsford CW7 2UA. — information relating to this meeting was
circulated and Clir Strachan-Naylor agreed to attend and represent the Parish Council.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.

RESOLVED 23/062 - Clir Craven proposed, Cllr Mitchell seconded and Clir Dossett as

Chairperson signed the minutes as a true and correct record of the meeting held on 11t
September 2023,

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING

Action List updates, not otherwise included on the agenda. Update on the following items were
reported:

e Milestone - CWaC is looking to quote to relocate — so remains on-going.

e Brines Brow - Clir Dossett reported that it is believed that this land belongs to the Crown
and will cost several thousand pounds for the Parish Council to purchase. Clir Deynem is
looking at options to see if CWaC would share in any maintenance/action agreed —

potentially look to convert into a Green Space without car parking and picnic area for the
future.

» Reported roadwork signs on Church Road - the majority have now been removed —
however Clir Craven reported that there was 4 x Sandbags left at a junction.
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* Undertake Audit of Signs and Grids — Clir Dossett requested that all Parish Councillors pull
together an infrastructure audit on the area that they were assigned to put poppies up on.
ACTION: Each Parish Councillor to review gullies and signs, and report back to Clir Varey to co-
ordinate.

o Footpaths update:
- Overgrown and Blocked footpath from Tarvin Sands — CWaC has written to the owner
in respect of the obstruction.
- Kissing Gates on Footpath off Gongar Lane — PROW officer has requested the PC to
provide the landowner’s contact details.
- Removal of redundant stile on footpath from Gongar Lane to Church - PROW officer has
requested the PC to provide the landowner’s contact details.

e Other actions completed and removed from the Action List:
* Hedge cutting along the Meadows has left branches on the road — report to landowner.

= Dog Barking on Gongar Lane - report to resident.

* Mud on footpath on Church Road opposite Gladstone Barns — report to landowner.

= Parking on Peel Crescent — raised with Police via 101

* Invited the PCSO and PC to the Parish Council Meeting — emailed again on 9%
November

* Village Defibrillators will all be registered by 14% November

= Pay approved invoices- completed

* Put minutes on website.- completed

* Environmental Matters — wrote letter to CEO of CWaC re lack of progress in relation to
the timescale for actions for the section 19.

* Arrange meeting with Highways to discuss speed calming measures for Church Road.

* Escalate lack of response from David Reeves & raise with Hugo Deynem if required.

= Create On-line Grant Application Form

Email those who have declared an interest in applying for a grant with the paper

application form.

Set up Parish Councillor WhatsApp Group

* Make contact with two residents who may be interested in volunteeting for the
wildflower planting on Gongar Lane.

= Put up Lamp-post Poppies.

PLANNING
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 07/11/2023.

It was reported that the following planning applications had been received since the last meeting:

e 23/03152/FUL — Ashton Hall, Kelsall Road, Chester CH3 8BH — Alterations to existing
windows to replace single glazing with double glazing, casements and associated stonework
repair. The Parish Council submitted a response in supportto this application.

e 23/03153/LBC - Ashton Hall, Kelsall Road, Chester CH3 8BH - Alterations to existing
windows to replace single glazing with double glazing, casements and associated stonework
repair.

e 23/03110/LBC - The Old Dairy, Ashton Hall, Kelsall Road, Chester CH3 8BH — Addition of
new first floor rear window -~

e 23/03109/FUL - The Old Dairy, Ashton Hall, Kelsall Road, Chester CH3 8BH — Addition of
new first floor rear window. The Parish Council submitted a meutral response to this
application.
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It was reported that the following planning applications had received a determination since the
last meeting:

23/01354/FUL - Ashton and Mouldsworth Community Shop, Kelsall Road, Ashton Hayes Chester
CH3 8BH - Erection of canopy over the front door — approved.

23/01768/LDC — Horton Gate, Horton Lane, Chester — Demolition of existing outbuildings, erection
of single storey outbuildings (garage, home office & gym) — withdrawn.

ACCOUNTS
Cashbook & Qutturn

The Cashbook and Outturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 07-11-2023. These were
accepted.

Clir Dossett highlighted savings within the budget arising from the additional interest account
which had been established after the budget.

Bank Reconciliation
RESOLVED 23/063 that following the review of the bank reconciliation and bank statements,
they be signed by Clir S Denny.

Budget requirements for 2024-25

The Clerk confirmed she had circulated a draft budget for the Parish Council’s considerations prior
to the meeting and hoped to receive any comments before the next meeting. Such changes to be
included in the budget for 2024-25. The budget would be finalised at the January meeting.

- Clir Mitchell confirmed he may have some costings that will need adding.
- Lamp-post poppies for down Hollands Lane

Local Government Service Pay Agreement Implementation for 2023-24
RESOLVED 23/064 that the Council implements the full national cost of living increase that
comes into force for 2023-24 and is back-dated untit 1%t April 2023.

To note income received and expenditure paid out since the last meeting.
RESOLVED 23/065 that the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to
the meeting for approval as set out below:

Income received as follows:

_Gross Amount | Comment

BankInterest - Skiptons Account ©  £8502 Bankinterest
Expenditure to be approved and paid following the meeting:

i Net i Gross |

Date . Payable to ' Amount : : Amount | Comment

S —.

 19/10/2023 | Wordfence.com . £100.79 : £0.00 | £100.79 = Wordfence Sub for 23-24 (website security)

paymentsnotyet made for approva

Payable to :::ount VAT g::::nt Comment
| Mrs TRyall-Harvey . £44.85 £0.92; £45.77 : Clerk's Expenses

 Mrs T Ryall-Harvey 1 £626.88 : £0.00 i £626.88 | Salary TaxPoint7
‘DavenportDeli . £2850£0.00. £28.50: Refreshments for Community Litterpick
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GOLDEN LION - Nothing reported.

HIGHWAYS UPDATE

Traffic Measures — CWaC have confirmed that the 20mph speed reduction from The Golden Lion,
to Pentre Lane has already been through an informal consultation, it will next go to formal

consultation in November., CWaC Highways hoped to have the speed reduction in place by April
2024,

Following a meeting with CWaC Highways department to explore speed calming options for
Church Lane, it was reported that CWaC recommended chicanes or speed bumps.

ACTION: CWaC to look at costings and options.

Junction B5393 and A54 — The response from Dave Reeves at CWaC has been circulated to all
Parish Councillors prior to the meeting.

ACTION: Report the need for new road markings (lines) at the junction of B5393 with the A54.
ACTION: Clir Deynem to discuss further views with Dave Reeves.

3 November Meeting with Highways — the meeting notes for the meeting with Stuart Bateman

from Highways was circulated for the Parish Councillors information.

It was also reported that a further joint meeting has been arranged between Maria Raoberts,
Principal Flood Risk Management Engineer, LLFA and Stuart Bateman Principal Engineer,

Highways and the Parish Council on Thursday 7t" December to look at issues that arose during
Storm Babet.

ENVIRONMENT

Community Clean-up

It was reported that the Community Clean-up event had been delayed by one week due to Storm
Babet but still took place. During the clean up one volunteer did an excellent job of cleaning most
of the signs in the Village. Two were out of her reach, and she had made the comment that many
of the signs were badly corroded. The Community Clean-up event had been well received.

Plastic Free Communities Initiative
It was agreed that, due to Clir Varey not being in attendance, this item should be deferred to the
next meeting for discussion.

ate on the Sandstone Rjdge- P jal Area of Natural Beau
Clir Dossett reported that an update of this ongoing initiative had recently been presented at a
CHALC meeting. The current position is that the initiative has now been classified as ‘nominated’
for a potential an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. This could help protect the area and it's
views. A local resident confirmed that the Sandstone Ridge Group was pushing to include Kelsall,
Ashton Hayes, Barrow and Little Budworth within the Sandstone Ridge proposed area.
ACTION: Put map of Sandstone Ridge on website with these minutes and include in next edition
of Around Ashton.
Storm Babet
A report following Storm Babet was circulated for the Parish Council’s review. The report included

observations from the start of the storm to when the water was pumped away, covering the areas
at risk.
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It was reported that there was evidence that some of the improvements that had been put in

place following Storm Christoph had worked well, however the Storm also highlighted further work
that was now required.

It was reported that residents felt that the whole system through the village cannot cope with
large amounts of rainfall and it was also felt that due to climate change this would be happening
more regularly.

The Parish Council feel that the one way to resolve this would be to replace the current drains
with larger ones but that, for financial reasons, is unlikely to be a feasible solution for CwWacC.
Other potential improvements have been identified for consideration.

ACTION: that a further face-to-face meeting takes place with LLFA and Highways on 7t
December 2023 to discuss further actions required.

ACTION: Ask for a copy of the network diagrams.

ACTION: Invite Environment Agency to attend the meeting.

The Parish Council confirmed that the Storm Babet report be taken forward and circulated around
appropriate external organisations. E.g.CWaC, Environment Agency, United Utilities

The Chairman closed the meeting to allow the members of public to discuss further their
experience of flooding during Storm Babet.

A resident reported that he lived in Pentre Close and following Storm Babet he would welcome the
residents working together to help themselves to improve the situation and to in future.

Further discussions and experiences shared by all members in attendance took place.
The Chairman opened the meeting again.

AROUND ASHTON
Items for consideration for inclusion in next issue:
- Ditches maintenance and owner’s responsibilities — to be included in a future edition.
- Parking outside the school.
- Being considerate re fireworks for New Year's Eve.
- Golden Lion Update.
- Statement on Parish Rooms.
- Message of thanks to those who assisted during Storm Babet.
- Article on Storm Babet — PV
- Sandstone Ridge - ID
- Community Clean-up; including Wildflowers

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Parish Council would take place on Monday 11% December 2023 at
7.15pm in the Parish Rooms.

Themeeting closed at 21.09

Signed: _ ............. Dated:...... :’.‘../.E.?: =
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