& Ashton Hayes and Horton cum Peel
4. .o Parish Council

MEETING MINUTES
Monday 9" October 2023, at 7.15pm in Parish Rooms, Ashton Hayes.

Present: Clir I Dossett - Chairperson Clir R Kinsey
Clir J Colville Clir P Varey
Clir A Jones Clir B Craven
Clir P Mitchell Clir S Strachan-Naylor
Clir C Brennan
Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey Members of the Public: 1

APOLOGIES: - Apologies were received and accepted from Clir S Denny due to a family
emergency and Clir H Deynem (Ward Councillor) due to a previous engagement.

PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES

It was reported that there were currently 2 vacancies on the Parish Council. An application was
received from Mr Ciaran Brennan. It was proposed by ClIr Craven and seconded by ClIr Varey and
RESOLVED 23/051 to accept Mr Brennan’s application onto the Parish Council.

It was proposed by Clir Dossett and seconded by Clir Varey and RESOLVED 23/052 that due to
the conflict of interest with Clir Brennan being a direct neighbour of the Parish Rooms that it was
not appropriate for him to become a Trustee of the Parish Rooms.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

All Parish Councillors that attended the meeting declared a disclosable interest in the item 13.1 the
Future of the Parish Rooms due to being Trustees of the Parish Rooms. However, it was noted
that dispensations under Section 33 of the Localism Act 2011 were granted for all Parish
Councillors to discuss this item (valid until May 2027).

Clir Brennan declared a disclosable interest in any matters relating to the Parish Rooms due to
being a neighbour and undertook not to vote on matters.

Clir Colville declared a non-pecuniary interest with regards to any issues relating to AHSRA and
undertook not to vote on any matters relating to this organisation.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

Proposed by ClIr Varey and seconded by Clir Dossett and unanimously RESOLVED 23/053 that
Item 13.1 Future of the Parish Rooms, due to the sensitive nature of the business, be discussed
with the exclusion of the press and public and be moved to the end of the meeting.
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

A resident commented via email on a lot of unreasonable noise and air pollution resulting
from the event at the field opposite Farrells this weekend 7/8 October. The resident hoped
this was a one-off event and not to be a regular thing. The Parish Council agreed to note
this.

Cllr Colvifle joined the meeting.

A resident commented via email that whoever has cut the hedgerow along The Meadows
has left branches as well as large and small bits of wood scattered along the road. The
resident stated that it was obvious that some of these have hit parked cars. ACTION: Cllr
Kinsey has spoken to the person responsible and requested that they clean up the road.

Clir Jones reported that a neighbour had raised concerns about a dog barking in a property
on Gongar Lane. ACTION: Clir Kinsey reported that this has now been resolved.

Sign by Scout Hut — It was reported that the 20mph sign outside the Scout Hut had been
reported as being knocked over and a request had been sent to CWaC requesting the
location of the sign be addressed. It was noted at the meeting that the sign had been
straightened but the location remained the same.

Accident on A54 Junction — the Parish Council had been advised of an accident on the
junction of the A54 that had taken place since the last meeting involving three vehicles but
no injuries.

A resident raised concerns via email about excessive speeds on Church Road; and, in
particular, by an extreme example witnessed after dark recently. The resident had been
coming out of the St. John's Church grounds, they were startled, and alarmed, by a sports
car speeding down the hill past the church at a speed they estimated was in excess of
80mph. This is something that another resident has witnessed themselves fairly reqularly
at weekends, and particularly on Sundays, albeit in daylight, and given the frequency of
accidents adjacent to their house, is a constant matter of apprehension for them.

Therefore, a resident asked what progress is being made on obtaining a speed camera - or
cameras. Furthermore, is the possibility of active speed management via measures such as
chicanes or speed humps something that needs to be revisited? It was reported that this
would be addressed later in the meeting under the appropriate agenda item.

Mud on pavement opposite Gladstone Barns. Councillors reported that recently mud had
been left on the pavement following farmers working in the field. The Parish Council hoped
that it would be resoived as soon the work had finished. ACTION: Clir Kinsey to raise
with the person carrying out the work.

It was reported that the signs that had been displayed around the area during the road
closures in Ashton still remained in place. These road signs included - re-directional signs
in Tarvin, loose chipping signs and no road markings signs together with a fence barrier
panel that had been used during the road closure. The Parish Council asked that these all
be removed by CWaC as the work had been completed.

ACTION: The Clerk reported that any road notices can be reported via the CWaC App.
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ACTION: Clerk to report signs that have been left on:
- Church Road - outside the nursery two signs and road closed barrier
Delamere Road;
- InTarvin,

A resident has raised concerns about a hedge obstructing the pavement at the corner of
West End - ClIr Dossett has inspected the hedge and noted that it has recently been cut.
and was not obstructing the pavement ACTION: Clir Dossett undertook to speak to the

resident who made the complaint to check if the issue had now been resolved.

Cars Parking on pavement in Peel Crescent and Peel Hall Lane. It was reported that three
cars continued to park on the footpath regularly obstructing the pavement in Peel Crescent
— ACTION: CliIr Dossett undertook to raise this again with the PCSO.

EXTERNAL MATTERS

Police & Crime Commissioner. jatest newsletter and Annual Report - was circulated prior to the
meeting for the Parish Councillor’s information.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.
RESOLVED 23/054 - Clir Jones proposed, Clir Colville seconded and Clir Dossett signed the
minutes as a true and correct record of the meeting held on 11t September 2023.

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING
Action List updates, not otherwise included on the agenda. Update on the following items were
reported:

The Milestone between Mouldsworth and Ashton Hayes had been located by CWaC and
they had suggested that this be relocated on the same side of the road in a better location.
The PC had agreed to this and CWaC had undertaken to look at the costings for this.

Clir Dossett report that Clir Deynem had found something in the records that CWaC
believed the land to be owned by the Parish Council. Clir Dossett believed that this was not
the case, however the information did not conflict with the PC’s understanding that it was
CWaC's responsibility to maintain it.

The flooding on Peel Hall Lane had been raised with CWaC again. They have recently been
and lifted drain lids and identified that the cause was a blockage between West End and
the end of Peel Hall Lane. CWaC have confirmed that they were arranging to put a camera
down within the next few weeks to ascertain the exact location of the blockage so that they
can remove it.

Provision of traffic calming Chicanes on Church Lane - CWaC highways department
estimate the cost of installing Chicanes to be around £20,000-£25,000 or another
alternative would be to install ‘buildouts’ to prioritise the flow of traffic which would cost
around £15,000. However, both of these would require street lighting to be of a suitable
standard.

ACTION: Ask for a site meeting with Highways to refine the options for Church Road, and
any potential issues e.g. potential impacts on parents parking at the school.
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ACTION: Include in Around Ashton and speak to the Primary School to ask them to

remind parents that they are able to park in the village hall, church car park and Brethren
car park.

Clir Varey and ClIr Dossett have met with the new PROW officer to highlight al outstanding
PROW issues, including

o The redundant stile on the footpath between Gongar Lane and the Church,

o The overgrown and blocked footpaths from Tarvin Sands (to be raised by the PROW
officer with enforcement),

o Agreed replacement of two stiles on Gongar Lane with Kissing Gates,

o Replacement of a damaged stile with a gate on the footpath towards Barrow.

o In addition, the PROW officer was shown the extent of the Badger damage and the
consequential Health & Safety Risk, on the footpath along the Baker Way from the
scout hut towards Badger bridge. Potential solutions were discussed and the PROW
officer agreed to undertake further investigations.

The issues were understood by the PROW officer, but are subject to funding

constraints. Several other ideas were discussed with the PROW to help maintain records

of the state of the PROW's

Clir Dossett had written to Network Rail regarding the lack of disabled access to
Mouldsworth Station, a response had been received that this needed raising with Northern
Rail and the Department of Transport and the Clerk had sent further letters to these
organisations and await their responses.

Clir Colville reported that all defibrillators are operating. The Village Hall unit is registered,
Pavilion defibrillator will be registered shortly, the one by the shop will be registered by the
next meeting. ACTION: Clir Colville

Signs and grids. The councillors who are putting the lamp post poppies up will complete a
new audit so we can build up an accurate picture of the current state. ACTION: Clir Varey
to resend the template used to undertake an audit of the Signs and any blocked grids
around the village

Provide timescales for section 19 actions to be undertaken — ACTION: Clir Varey to draft a
letter to go under Chair’s name to the Chief Executive of CWaC.

Other actions completed and removed from the Action List:

* Invited the PCSO and PC to the Parish Council Meeting — emailed on 13t September
and 49 October.

* Report to Planning Enforcement the anti-social work being carried out on the fieid

attached to Knightswood.

Submit response to NALC Consultation on Local Plan.

Pay approved invoices

Put minutes on website.

Report footpath/cut through over grown at West End - resolved.

Sent letter of thanks to CWaC Highways following the resurfacing of Church Road and

Delamere Road.

Put Community Resilience on the Agenda for October 2023

Put Grant Award Policy on website

Submit LCAS application
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PLANNING
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 02/10/2023.

It was reported that the following planning applications had been received since the last meeting:

23/02772/573 - 6 Whitegate Lane, Ashton Hayes CH3 8DF — Dormer additions to the roof,
removal of chimneys with replacement flue and alterations to facing materials — Variation of
application 21/03031/FUL Condition 2 (approved plans) and Condition 4 (side window) —
modification to side window, position and opening, removal of window to rear dormer,
(dormer ff2 and ff3 to be constructed separately noted as phased 2). The Parish Council
had submitted a neutral response to this application.

23/02826/FUL - Timadon, Delamere Road Ashton Hayes Chester CH3 8AH - Relocation,
extension and conversion of existing built form to create a single unit of holiday
accommodation~ it was noted that this a retrospective application. The Parish Council will
submit a response in support to this application.

23/00896/LDC - Tarvin Sands Café and Fishery, Kelsall Road Chester CH3 8NR — Certificate

of lawfulness for the existing use of the land, for the mixed-used fishery, caravan and

camping site, stationing of camping pods, 2 mobile homes and land used ancillary to these
uses. The Parish Council had objected to this application for the following reasons:

- The existing planning permissions were for 30 camping pods in defined areas. There
have been no planning approvals for caravans or mobile homes.

- The applicant in the latest application has identified that the planning rules have been
breached many times over the years and now seeks permission via the LOC for most of
these breaches to be accepted under the LDC and to further apply them across all the
owned land. Evidence and legal arguments to support this approach have been provided
by them.

- Ashton Hayes Parish Council responded to the previous version of the application
pointing out inaccuracies in the evidence provided by the applicant which contradicted
the conclusions they have used as arguments. Also, residents of AH have also provided
evidence that contradicts that provided in the applicants Statutory Declarations.

- The latest version of the application still asserts much of the erroneous evidence and
makes statements that are contradicted by their own Statutory Declarations e.q. the
applicant states that the cafe was not used as part of the fishing/camping facilities and
yet 2 of the statutory declarations refers to its use as a much-valued facility supporting
those people visiting the site.

- Overall, what is proposed will essentially translate what is a limited approved and
location specific development in Green Belt into permission to use the whole of the
owned land for development of camping using pods. This does not comply with only
allowing the development of Green Belt in Exceptional Cases. The impact of such
approval will lead to Very Adverse impacts as per the below Neighbourhood Plan Policies
/ criteria for E1 Local Character and E3 Green Environment.

- Cheshire West are asked by the PC to reject the LDC to stop the spread of the approved
development into more of the Green Belt, by upholding all the previous planning
approvals and conditions. All other sundry activities, buildings and caravans to be
removed forthwith.




It was reported that the following planning applications had received a determination since the
last meeting:

22/04479/FUL - Land off Peel Hall Lane, Ashton Hayes — Change of use from agricultural to
équestrian use, erection of two stable blocks with three stables in each black, plus the addition of

fencing around the stable area (Retrospective) — Approved subject to some of the conditions
proposed by the PC

Planning Enforcement — it was reported to the meeting that the development breaches related to
Warwick House/Ridgehaven Longley Lane, Kelsall had been resolved and the planning
enforcement case was now closed.

23/00019/EOPDEYV - Magnolia Cottage, West End, Ashton Hayes - following correspondence with
the landowner the LPA (Local Planning Authority) consider that the canopy is marginally over the
allowance within the criteria for a porch/canopy - under Schedule 2, Part 1, Class D of the Town
and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 2015 (as amended). Therefore, it is
considered that it is not expedient to take any further action. Under the circumstances, the file on
this matter is now closed.

ACCOUNTS
Ca & m

The Cashbook and Outturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 02-10-2023. These were
accepted.

Clir Dossett highlighted that there was an error in the Qutturn Spreadsheet which meant that the
variance on the Skipton’s Bank Interest was not being calculated - this would be resolved for the
next meeting.

Clir Dossett highlighted that the PC finances, based on current Outturn forecasts, should come in
under budget. In part due to improved interest rates for monies on deposit

Bank Reconciliation
RESOLVED 23/055 that following the review of the bank reconciliation and bank statements,
they be signed by ClIr Jones.

To note income receijved and expenditure paid out since the last meeting,

RESOLVED 23/056 that the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to

the meeting for approval as set out below:

Income received as follows:
Received from whom Details Amount
Skipton’s Community Saver Compound Interest —~ September @ 3.59% Interest £87.59
Account

Expenditure paid since the last meeting and approved at this meeting:

To whom paid Details Net VAT Total
National Association of Local  NALC membership £50.00 £10.00 £60.00
Council’s
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Expenditure to be approved and paid following the meeting:

To whom paid Details Net VAT  Total
Mrs T Ryali-Harvey Clerk’s Salary Tax Point 7 £626.88 £0 £626.88
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Clerk’s Expenses £46.22 £4.53 £50.75
Ashton Hayes Primary School Photocopying of Newsletter £195.40 £0 £195.40
Ashton Hayes Primary School Hall Hire for 19% September — £17.50 £0 £17.50
Flood Hub Meeting
PKF LittleJohn External Audit for 2022-23 £210.00 £42.00 £252.00
Shire Accountants Payslips for Oct 23 — March 24 £129.00 £25.80 £154.80
and YE P60’s
Cheshire West and Chester Fees and Charges for Parish £181.00 £0 £181.00
Council Council Election — May 2023
GOLDEN LION - Nothing reported,
HIGHWAYS UPDATE

Traffic Measures — The PC awaits CWAC feedback re the next steps for the 20 mph speed
reduction through the village and a timescale for when Highways will implement it.
ACTION: CwaC

Junction B5393 and AS54 - It was reported that no response has been received from Mr Reeves
following the letter sent on 29™ August. The Clerk had resent the letter and sought clarification
from Highways as to when the Speed Monitoring Survey would be available.

ACTION: Clerk to speak to Karl Farrow to see who we can escalate this matter with.

ACTION: ClIr Dossett to raise with Clir Deynem, if no response is received shortly.

COUNCIL MATTERS

Community Resilience Plan — the revised Community Resilience Plan was circulated with the
agenda papers, and it was proposed by Clir Varey and seconded by Clir Dossett and unanimously
RESOLVED 23/057 to adopt the amended plan and review again in October 2025.

Annual Pian — the draft Annual Action Plan for 2024-25 was circulated it was proposed by Clir
Dossett and seconded by Clir Colville and unanimously RESOLVED 23 /058 to adopt the Annual
Plan for 2024-25 and move forward to draft a budget for 2024-25 against the plan. Subject to the
Parish Meeting being included in the Action Plan.

Parish Council Grants - it was noted that the Parish Council had received applications from four
organisations within the community.

ACTION: Clir Colville to draft a letter to the residents who have received grants in the past and
get confirmation that they have spent the money appropriately.

ACTION: ClIr Varey to create an online grant application form.

ACTION: Clerk to email all those who had declared an interest in applying for a grant with the
paper application form.

f lusion of nd External Auditor’s Report and Certificate fo
It was reported that the Notice of Conclusion of External Audit had been published along wnth the
AGAR (Sections 1, 2 & 3) on 28t September and would be available on the noticeboard until 1%

November 2023 but available on the website for longer.




Clir Dossett noted that subject to one minor administrative point, that the audit raised no issues.
Clir Dossett thanked the clerk for her efforts in achieving this positive position.

Community Engagement Policy — a draft Community Engagement Policy was circulated for the
Parish Councillor’s consideration. It was proposed by Clir Dossett and seconded by ClIr Varey and
unanimously RESOLVED 23 /060 that this be adopted and published on the website subject to
some minor changes agreed at the meeting.

ACTION: Clir Varey to set up a WhatsApp Group for those Parish Councillors who would benefit
from it.

COMMUNITY

Wildflower Planting — it was confirmed that the ground for the next section of Wildflower planting
was scheduled to be prepared by the Parish Council on 215t October and volunteers were sought
to assist Clir Dossett with this project.

ACTION: Clir Varey to email two residents that were interested in assisting and passing on Clir
Dossett’s contact details.

Remembrance Service - installation of lamp-post poppies — it was agreed that the lamp-post
poppies should be installed around the village between 1% and 3@ November and that they should
be taken down by the end of November.

ACTION: ClIr Varey to distribute the lamp-post poppies to the Parish Councillors along with
detaiis of the locations for installation.

It was agreed that ClIr Jones would attend the Remembrance Service to lay the Poppy Wreath on
behalf of the Parish Council and residents this year.

AROUND ASHTON
Items for consideration for inclusion in next issue:
- Ditches maintenance and owner’s responsibilities — to be included in a future edition.
- Parking outside the school.
- Being considerate re fireworks for New Year’s Eve.,
- Golden Lion Update.
- Statement on Parish Rooms.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council would take place on Monday 13% November 2023 at
7.15pm in the Parish Rooms.

The meeting was closed to the Press and Public.
Cllr Brennan left the meeting.

COUNCIL MATTERS

Future of the Parish Rooms
Proposed by Clir Varey, seconded by Clir Craven and unanimously RESOLVED 23/061 that the

Parish Council instructs the Parish Rooms Trustees to investigate options with Oliver & Co, re
previously received written advice on the potential approaches, along with the advantages and
disadvantages to the Parish Council.

meeting closed at 21.18
Signed:.._ ........... Dated:........ ‘3}-“?'23 ......................
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