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MEETING MINUTES
Monday 11™ September 2023, at 7.15pm in Parish Rooms, Ashton Hayes.

Present: Clir I Dossett - Chairperson Clir R Kinsey

Clir J Colville Clir P Varey

Clir A Jones Clir B Craven —arrived late to the meeting
Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey Members of the Public: 3

APOLOGIES: - Apologies were received and accepted from Ciir S Denny due to work
commitments, Clir P Mitchell due to holiday, Clir S Strachan-Naylor due to family commitments
and Clir H Deynem (Ward Councillor) due to CWaC Council commitments.

PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES

It was reported that there were currently 2 vacancies on the Parish Council. No applications had
been received since the last meeting to fill the vacancies.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

All Parish Councillors that attended the meeting declared a disclosable interest in the item 13.1 the
Future of the Parish Rooms due to being Trustees of the Parish Rooms, however it was noted that
dispensations under Section 33 of the Localism Act 2011 were granted for all Parish Councillors to
discuss this item (valid until May 2027).

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

Proposed by Clir Varey and seconded by Clir Dossett and unanimously RESOLVED 23/039 that
Item 13.1 Future of the Parish Rooms due to the sensitive nature of the business be discussed
with the exclusion of the press and public and be moved to the end of the meeting.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

¢ A resident had contacted the clerk to raise concerns following the notification of the
temporary road closure on Delamere Road with a proposed diversion route via Grange
Road which he felt to be totally unsuitable. It was confirmed that Parish Councillors had
also raised similar concerns and the Clerk had contacted the Highways department at
CwaC who then issued a revised diversion route — completed.

e A resident had contacted the clerk to confirm he had reported in July a badly obscured
speed limit sign on the B5393/Church Road on the north side of the highway, and opposite
Grange Road in Ashton Hayes (acknowledged by the Highways Department under the
references HW542075439/HW534443262), the resident is still concerned that this has still
not been attended to. This was noted.

o It was reported that there remained a broken stiie on the footpath towards Barrow — CWaC
had already spoken with the landowner in Horton and is awaiting its repair.
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« PROW Officer had last year visited the footpath from Gongar Lane towards the Church and
identified a redundant stile — this needed removing. ACTION: Clerk to chase.

o PROW officer had agreed to replace two stiles on Gongar Lane with kissing gates.
ACTION: Clerk to chase.

» PROW from Tarvin Sands has been blocked and the other end is completely overgrown —
this has been reported to CWaC.

« A resident had contacted the Parish Council following receipt of a telephone call which
turned out to be a SCAM for Fibre optics — ACTION: put a warning on Nextdoor.

 Gongar Lane - following the repair of the road the overall condition appears to be getting
worse and more potholes were appearing. The Chair reminded everyone that CWaC won't
touch any pothole unless it is 4cm deep ACTION: Clir Jones to report.

» A resident raised concern about the lack of a disabled ramp being available at Mouldsworth
Train Station — ACTION the resident undertook to provide the clerk with further
information so that the Parish Council can consider if they are able to write in support of
getting a ramp at the station to make it more accessible.

EXTERNAL MATTERS

NALC Consultation on Local Plan — was circulated and Clir Dossett circulated his notes and draft
response.

ACTION: Once agreed by all PC the Clerk to submit the response.

CHaLC Annual Meeting — scheduled to take place on Thursday 12% October. Clir Dossett
volunteered to attend to represent the Parish Council.

Police and Crime Commissioner — Working together to tackle *honour’-based abuse in Chester
— this was circulated for the Parish Councillors information. Clir Stratchan-Naylor & Clir Colville
have submitted responses.

D-Day 80 Anniversary Guide - this was circulated for the Parish Councillors information and noted.

NALC/De Montfort University Local Election Survey — was circutated for the Parish Councillors
consideration. The Parish Councillors agreed not to respond to this.

Cheshire West and Chester Online Connections Event- 27t September. Clir Mitchell had
previously volunteered to attend to represent the Parish Council.

PCSO Monthly Newsletter- was circulated for the Parish Councillors information.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.
RESOLVED 23/040 - ClIr Varey proposed, Clir Colville seconded and Clir Dossett signed the
minutes as a true and correct record of the meeting held on 10" July 2023.

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING
Action List updates, not otherwise included on the agenda. Update on the following items were
reported:

+ The Wildflower Interpretation Board had been instalied and would be advertised in Around

Ashton.




The Flood Resilience Presentation scheduled for 19 September at 7.30pm at the Primary
School x:vould be advertised in Around Ashton and has already been advertised online.
Andrew’s Wood and Fairy Door Trail - a new entry restriction for Andrew’s wood came into
force on 1t September - new signage will be installed soon and an article explaining
everything will be included in Around Ashton — the Fairy doors trail had re-opened but
some of the doors were still to be reinstated.

The resurfacing of Delamere Road and Church Road between the Nursery and Mouldsworth
has now been completed and both are awaiting line painting.

Other actions completed and removed from the Action List:-

* Installation of Fingerpost sign at Brines Brow has been completed.

. giagtN Hc():gweed Plant on Footpath between Whitegate Lane and FPS had been removed

y CWa

* Responded to Residents re flooding on Peel Hall Lane

» Circulated CWaC Speed Limit Review Policy.

* Report to CWaC damaged waste bin at junction of Gongar Lane and Peel Hall Crescent.
Bin replaced at Junction of Gongar Lane and Peel Hall Crescent

Email PCSO and PC inviting them to the next Parish Council Meeting
Advertised CWaC Regalia Talks and Tours on NextDoor.

Approved invoices have been paid

£10,000 had been transferred out of Barclays Deposit Account and into the Skipton
Building Society.

Approved minutes had been put on website

Added Wildflower Planting onto the September Agenda

Reported that the footpath/cut though was overgrown on West End.

Added revised Financial Regulation to the website

Started reviewing the options as to the future of the Parish Rooms
Attended LCAS Training and brought application information to PC meeting.

PLANNING
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 04/09/2023.

It was reported that the following planning applications had been received since the last meeting:

23/02048/FUL - Lynton Grange, Hollands Lane, Kelsall, Chester CW6 0QT - Change of use
and conversion of redundant outbuildings and garden store to form dwelling with addition
of first floor balcony. Erection of garage and carport, extension of residential curtilage to
include alterations to driveway, new fencing and gates. The Parish Council had submitted a
Neutralresponse to this application.

23/02622/FUL - Spy Cottage, Longley Lane, Keisall, Tarporley CW6 0TQ - Raise existing
eaves and ridge height to existing cottage together with single storey rear and side
extensions, render to existing brickwork — it was noted that this property was not within
the boundaries of the Parish Council and therefore decided not to respond.

It was reported that the following planning applications had received a determination since the
last meeting:-

22/02979/FUL — Westholme, West End, Ashton Hayes CH3 8DG — Two storey rear extension —
approved.

23/00040/FUL - Peel Hall, Gongar Lane, Mouldsworth CH3 8AY — Erection of a new staff welfare,

tack room and office building to Peel Hall Stud - approved. -
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23/01512/AGR — OS Field Number 0061 ~ Church Road, Ashton Hayes — Access track to new shed
— prior approval requires permission.

Two residents left the meeting.

ACCOUNTS
hbook & Qutturn

The Cashbook and Outturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 05-09-2023. These were
accepted.

B nciliation
RESOLVED 23/041 that following the review of the bank reconciliation and bank statements,
they be signed by Clir Jones.

To note income received and expenditure paid out since the last meeting.

RESOLVED 23/042 that the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to
the meeting for approval as set out beiow:

Income received as follows:-

Received from whom Details Amount

Skipton’s Community Saver Account Compound Interest - July £54.58
Skipton’s Community Saver Account Compound Interest - August £86.19
Barclays Deposit Account uarterly Bank Interest £53.52

Expenditure to be approved and paid following the meeting:

To whom paid Details Amount
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Clerk’s Salary Tax Point 5 £626.88
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Clerk’s Salary Tax Point 6 £752.08
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Clerk’s Expenses £79.14
CHaLC Members Training £25.00
Ashton Hayes Parish Rooms Quarterly Rental £90.00
Paul Varey Wildflower Interpretation Board Printing £43.68
GOLDEN LION - Clir Deynem reported prior to the meeting that negotiations continue between
solicitors.
ACTION: Clerk to ask Clir Deynem to provide a brief update report for Around Ashton.
HIGHWAYS UPDATE

Traffic Measures — Clir Dossett reported that the formal consultation of the 20mph had been
undertaken at the end of July. Clir Deynem had sent comments that he believed there to be no
negative responses received but also very few responses in support of the scheme and therefore
he reported that there would be nothing within the consultation process to prevent it from
happening.

Junction B5393 and A54 — Clir Dossett reported that a letter had been circulated to the Parish
Councillors and subsequently sent to David Reeves at CWaC. This was in response to his original
letter plus subsequent information. The clerk and Parish Councillors confirmed that a Speed
Monitoring Survey has commenced at a revised location.

ACTION: Clir Dossett to write a letter of thanks to CWaC Highways Department for all of the
work that they have undertaken on improving Church Road and Delamere Road.
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Cllr Craven joined the meeting.

COUNCIL MATTERS

Grant Award Policy - a draft Grant Award Policy was circulated for Parish Counciliors comments,
its adoption was proposed by Cilr Jones and seconded by Clir Varey and unanimously RESOLVED
23/043 for applications to be sought prior to undertaking the setting of the budget by the Parish
Council each January.

Training Log- the log of all training undertaken by Parish Councillors and the Clerk had been
drawn together and circulated for any missing information. It was RESOLVED 23/044 that the
document was correct to the best of the council’s knowledge.

Action Plan - the Action Plan for 2023-24 was circulated and reviewed and items for inclusion in
the Action Pian for 2024-25 were sought. The Parish Councillors felt that it should include:-

20mph Speed Reduction on Church Road - completion

A54 Junction Action

PR Review

Golden Lion Support

Flooding — further actions

Quality Award

Community Resilience Plan to be reviewed in 2025

Scarecrow Trail — establish if there is a desire to do a Scarecrow Trail in Summer/Autumn
2024

L uncil Award Scheme

RESOLVED 23/045 that the Council confirms that it meets all the requirements in the LCAS
document circulated prior to the meeting, and that ali documentation and information is in place
for the Foundation Award.

RESOLVED 23/046 that the Counci! confirms that it recognises its duties in relation to bio-
diversity and crime and disorder, and that it has all the relevant documentation and information in
place to meet the criteria to apply for the Foundation level of the Local Council Award Scheme.

This included protecting and enhancing the environment; the Neighbourhood Development Pian
and planning response template, promoting tree planting in the area and the subsequent increase
in the number of trees in the area and 3 x Wildflower patches in the area and a further area being
developed.

Crime and Disorder work that had been carried out includes regular liaison with the PCSO, the
Parish Council having their own SID machine that continually monitors traffic speeds within the
village, traffic monitoring at the Junction of Ashton Lane and the A54.

Financial Self Certification for Signatories - the draft Financial Self Certification form was

circulated in order to comply with the Financial Regulations, Tts adoption was proposed by Clir
Dossett and seconded by Clir Varey and unanimously RESOLVED 23/047.
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COMMUNITY
Wildflower Planting — it was confirmed that the ground for the next section of Wildflower planting

was scheduled to be prepared by the Parish Council in October and volunteers were sought to
assist Clir Dossett with this project.

It was proposed by Ciir Dossett and seconded by Ciir Coivilie and unanimously RESOLVED
23/048 that a budget of £160 be agreed for the purchase of wildflower seed.

Community Clean-up — it was reported that the date for the next Community Clean-up was 21%
October 2023.

Flood Hub Meeting — next Tuesday 19*" September at Ashton Hayes Primary School.

AROUND ASHTON
Items for inclusion in September:
- Wildflower Interpretation Board
- Flood Resilience Presentation
- Community Clean-up
- Andrews Wood and the Fairy Doors Trail Update
- Parish Council new Grant Policy & application request
- Ditches maintenance and owner’s responsibilities — to be included in a future edition.

Clir Varey reported that he intended to circulate the Around Ashton via MaiiChimp as they have a
free subscription.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Parish Council would take place on Monday 9t October 2023 at 7.15pm
in the Parish Rooms.

The meeting was closed to the Press and Public.

COUNCIL MATTERS

Future of the Parish Rooms

Proposed to proceed with formally appointing Oliver and Co Solicitors to seek advice and
guidance. Proposed Clir Varey, seconded Clir Colville and unanimously RESOLVED 23/049.

Proposed that the draft budget for the future of the Parish Rooms be agreed subject to the
discussed changes. One off cost to be funded by the Parish Council and the continued running
costs funded by the Parish Rooms Trustees. Proposed by Clir Varey and seconded Clir Colville and
unanimously RESOLVED 23/050.

v The meeting closed at 21.12
Signed:.. NTTTEE—— Dated:

------------------------------------------------
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