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P * Ashton Hayes and Horton cum Peel
4o Parish Council

MEETING MINUTES
Monday 10* July 2023, at 7.15pm in Parish Rooms, Ashton Hayes.

Present: Clir I Dossett - Chairperson Clir P Varey
Clir J Colville Clir B Craven
Clir S Strachan-Naylor
Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey Members of the Public: 0

APOLOGIES: - Apologies were received and accepted from Clir S Denny due to work
commitments, Clir P Mitchell and Clir R Kinsey due to family commitments and Clir A Jones due to
illness.

PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES
It was reported that there were currently 2 vacancies on the Parish Council. No applications had
been received to fill the vacancies.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

All Parish Councillors that attended the meeting declared a disclosable interest in the item 13.2 the
Future of the Parish Rooms due to being Trustees of the Parish Rooms, however it was noted that
dispensations under Section 33 of the Localism Act 2011 were granted for all Parish Councillors to
discuss this item (valid until May 2027).

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
The council agreed that there was nothing that required the exclusion of the press and public to
be raised at this meeting.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

¢ A resident had emailed on behalf of Horton Lane in Horton cum Peel to highlight to the new
Ward Councillors for Kelsall, issues that the residents had raised with the previous Ward
Councillors in relation to the Tarvin Sands Lay-by.

¢ A resident had emailed highlighting the fact that a road sign at Ashton Lane End had been
damaged and sought clarification as if another road accident had occurred. It was
confirmed that the sign had since been repaired by CWaC and it was believed not to have
been damaged through a road traffic incident.

* Giant Hogweed reported on footpath from Whitegate Lane towards AHSRA Field — it was
reported that the Chairman of the Parish Council had visited the site and removed the seed
head of the hogweed.

ACTION: the Parish Council requested Clir Dossett to undertake to appropriately remove
the Giant Hogweed plant on the footpath from Whitegate Lane toward FP5 if CWaC
Streetcare Team did not confirm that they would undertake to do this within 5 days.

o It was reported that Stuart Scott had confirmed he had cleared the fallen tree on Shay

Lane so that the road was now passable.
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» A resident emailed in to raise concerns he had following repeated flooding outside Manor
Farm Cottages. The resident reported that on the 8 July, after another heavy rain event
left the road badly flooded, it remained flooded some 12 hrs after the storm passed. The
water levels were above pavements on both sides of road. The resident highlighted that
this was the third time in past 6 weeks that water levels have not fallen quickly. The
resident has reported this to CWAC but believes that the PC should also raise this matter to
encourage CWAC to identify the root cause and initiate the appropriate solutions. It was
reported that the stretch of road in question was now still flooded 48 hrs after the event.
The Parish Council had also escalated the problem with pictures to CWaC
ACTION: Clerk to respond back to resident providing an update on the work the Parish
Council has undertaken reporting this to CWac.

« Clir Strachan-Naylor — asked if it would be possible to get a speed limit review on Hollands
Lane.

ACTION: Clerk circulate the CWaC Speed Limit Review Policy

e It was reported that the waste bin on the corner of Peel Crescent and Gongar Lane has
been destroyed. ACTION: Clerk report to CWaC

¢ Lorries parking in the layby on Tarvin Sands. It was reported that a resident felt that the
lorries parking in this area were not complying with the parking restrictions that were in
place. The police are charged with monitoring this and the Parish Council undertook to also
monitor this.

EXTERNAL MATTERS
Police and Crime Commissioner 6 Month Review — was received, circulated around the Parish

Council and noted.

Police and Crime Commissioner meeting with Cheshire West Town and Parish Councils — the

meeting took place on 27* June and the notes of the meeting were circulated and noted by Parish
Councillors. Clir Strachan-Naylor attended the meeting on behalf of the Parish Council and
provided a brief verbal report.

ACTION: Email PC & PCSO providing them with the list of Parish Council Meetings asking them to
confirm which meetings they will be attending.

ChalC Climate Change Conference — Clir Mitchell and Clir Dossett attended the conference on
behalf of the Parish Council and reported that it was mainly talks about projects that had been
undertaken previously on Climate Change and that there were no new initiatives. Clir Dossett
highlighted that it was one of the Parish Council’s obligations to consider bio-diversity in all that
they do.

ACTION: Clir Dossett and Clir Mitchell to review and bring back potential bio-diversity
improvements for the Parish Council to consider at a future meeting.

Town and Parish Connections — Highways — Clir Mitchell and Clir Dossett attended the Connections
Event on behalf of the Parish Council and provided a verbal report.

Department of Health and Social Care — correspondence highlighting the need for all Defibrillators
to be registered via ‘The Circuit’, which is a live database of all Defibrillators available across the

UK that Ambulance Services refer to.
ACTION: CliIr Colville to review if all defibrillators in the village are registered with ‘The Circuit".




Cheshire West and Chester — Appointment of Chief Executive — it was reported that Delyth Curtis
has been proposed to replace Andrew Lewis as the Chief Executive of Cheshire West and Chester
Council.

CWaC Regalia Taiks & Tours — it was noted that CWaC had shared information in relation to
Regalia Talks and Tours they were undertaking on 15" July & 12 August for anyone wishing to
purchase a ticket.

ACTION: Clir Varey to put on NextDoor.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.
RESOLVED 23/031 - Clir Dossett signed the minutes as a true and correct record of the
meeting held on 12% June 2023.

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING
Action List updates, not otherwise included on the agenda. The following items were reported as
being completed:

¢ Brines Brow — The Clerk reported that she had obtained minutes of Parish Council meetings
from 1978 but the Cheshire Archives did not hold any earlier minutes.

« Fairy Doors in Andrews Wood - following a meeting with the owners, land agent and
forestry contractor the owner has agreed that the following will be put in place from 1st
September 2023:

1) Proper, permanent signage will be placed at all of the public access points to the owner’s
land. The new signs will make it clear that:

a. It is private property

b. Permissive access only has been granted by the land owner,

¢. The wood and associated land is totally closed to the public every Monday

d. Bikes of any description are not allowed at any time

e. The Fairy Doors Trail will be available on the days the wood is open to the public

2) The entrances to the land will be closed off with chains/barriers on Mondays, from 1st
September 2023 to emphasise the fact there is no public access.

3) The fairy doors trail can be reinstated in full. If the closure on Mondays is adhered to by
the public, there is no risk to the public from the works (as they will not be in the wood
when they are working).

Next Steps

1) The Landowner has asked if the Parish Council can work with her and the Land Agent to
design suitable signs as well as messages for social media, Around Ashton etc.

2) The reason for the closure of the wood for 1 day a week will also be explained in terms
of the safety requirements whilst the work is undertaken.

3) An education/publicity campaign will be arranged to explain to people why the work
taking place within the wood is both essential and beneficial to the long-term health of the
amenity.

4) Clir Varey to update the website Fairy Door Page to make it explicit that the wood is

closed on a Monday and that under no circumstances must anyone try and accesi |i




ACTION: put information in Around Ashton and include the full report as an attachment to the
minutes.

o Other actions completed and removed from the Action List:

» (lerk had contacted Highways to ask what the markings on Church Road were for but
had not received a response.

* (Clerk had reported Flooding on Peel Hall Lane between Whitegate Lane and Ashton
Lane - CWaC have confirmed that they have investigated and a works order had been
raised.

» Sign on Peel Hall Lane (by Scout Hut) has been realigned and over grown hedging has
been cut back. Councillor Dossett to check the resolution.

» Qvergrown Footpath from Whitegate Lane to FP5 had been reported to CWaC and work
completed by CWaC. It was noted that this needs further work due to regrowth.

» Community Shop Sign damaged on corner of Kelsall Road and Ashton Lane has now
been repaired.

* Report on Website statistics following the distribution of Around Ashton - circulated
around all Parish Councillors.

= Reported blocked drains on Church Road.

» Resident had been written to, thanking them for the work they carried out on the

Millennium Walkway.

Clerk had requested access to Archived Minutes.

Approved invoices had been paid.

Approved minutes had been put on website.

Flood Hub Meeting had been booked in the Primary School Hall.

Clerk contacted CWacC to find out when the last cut of the verges would take place.
Clerk had been in contact with Willington Parish Council following them recently
receiving their Local Council Award.

PLANNING
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 03/07/2023.

It was reported that the following planning applications had been received since the last meeting:

e 23/01768/LDC — Horton Gate, Horton Lane, Chester — Demolition of existing outbuildings,
erection of single storey outbuilding (garage, home office and gym) — it was noted that the
Parish Council had not been consulted on this.

e 23/00896/LDC - Tarvin Sands Cafe and Fishery Kelsall Road Chester CH3 8NR - Certificate
of lawfulness for the existing use of the land for the mixed-use fishery, caravan and
camping site, stationing of camping pods, 2 mobile homes and land used ancillary to these
uses — ACTION Clerk to find name of the Planning Officer dealing with this case

ACCOUNTS
Cashbook & Qutturn
The Cashbook and Outturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 3% July 2023.

Savings Account
Following the transfer of £18,537 into the Skipton’s Community Saver Account it was reported that

the interest rate for this account was 3.2% payable monthty and the Parish Council had received
£47.51 last month in interest. A recommendation therefore was received to transfer a further
£10,000 it was unanimously RESOLVED 23/032.
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Poppy Wreath
RESOLVED 23/033 to purchase a Poppy Wreath for Remembrance Sunday at a cost of £25

from Royal British Legion

Bank Reconciliation
RESOLVED 23/034 that following the review of the bank reconciliation and bank statements,
they be signed by Clir Craven.

0 note incom iV xpenditur id out since_the last meeting.
RESOLVED 23/035 that the council note and accept the income and expenditure presented to
the meeting for approval as set out below:

Income received as follows:

Received from whom Details Amount
Skipton’s Community Saver Account Compound Interest (Paid monthly) £47.51
Ashton Hayes Parish Rooms Recharge of Insurance £559.88
Expenditure to be approved and paid foliowing the meeting:
To whom paid Details Amount
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Clerk’s Salary Tax Point 4 £626.88
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Clerk’s Expenses £28.20
Ashton Hayes Primary School  Photocopying of Around Ashton £328.40
Ashton Hayes Gardening Club  Plants for Pianters £227.47
GOLDEN LION — No update received.
HIGHWAYS UPDATE

Traffic Measures - Clir Dossett reported that the formal consultation of the 20mph will be
undertaken by end of July.

Junction B5393 and AS4 — Clir Dossett reported that following the letter that had been sent on
behalf of the Parish Council to CWaC Highways Department regarding the concerns that the Parish
Councif has about the junction of BS393 and A54, a number of emails had been circulated
between CWaC, the Parish Council and Clir Hugo Deynem. It was now agreed that CWaC wouid
undertake an updated traffic data survey and contact the Police to gain updated traffic collision
data and provide the Parish Council with the findings.

Clir Dossett proposed that the location at which the traffic data monitoring is being undertaken is
not correct and he undertook to contact CWAC for clarification.
ACTION: Cliir Dossett to liaise directly with CWwaC

COUNCIL MATTERS

Palicies ~ Clir Dossett reported that he had reviewed the Financial Regulations and amended
where he felt appropriate, this had then been circulated around the Parish Council for their
thoughts and had been brought to the Parish Council meeting for approval. It was RESOLVED
23/036 that the amended Financial Regulations be adopted and reviewed again in March 2024.

Future of the Parish Rooms — Clir Dossett clarified, in Clir Mitchell’s absence, that the Parish
Rooms was owned by the Parish Council with the Parish Room Trustee’s providing administrh




of the facility. Even before COVID the PR struggled to remain financially viable. This was
compounded by COVID and relatively recent availability of alternative facilities also in Ashton
Hayes. The Parish Rooms are housed in an old building without an effective damp course and is
uninsulated. It needs considerable expenditure on it to address its short comings. As part of the
gift of the Parish Rooms to the village there is an obligation on the Parish Councils to work to the
best interests of the residents regarding this facility. Consequently a revised approach is needed.

A recommendation was therefore submitted that the Parish Rooms Trustees be instructed to look
at alternative options for the building and start immediately investigating the possibility of selling
the Parish Rooms. The trustees should also produce a plan to address all relevant issues, in
particular action to acquire title deeds and early engagement with the Charity Commission. This
recommendation was RESOLVED 23/037 and unanimously agreed.

Local Council Award Scheme

Following the Clerk speaking to Willington Parish Council who had recently achieved their National
Association of Local Council’s Foundation Award, it was RESOLVED 237038 that the clerk apply

for the Foundation Standard at a cost of £50.00 and bring information to the September meeting

and review again in January if the Quality Standard would be achievable in 2024.

Clir Strachan-Naylor left the meeting.

AROUND ASHTON
Items for inclusion in September:
¢ Flood Hub Meeting

Cllr Strachan-Naylor re-joined the meeting.

» Fairy Doors & Andrews Wood ownership.
e Community Clean-up
o Traffic Update

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council would take place on Monday 11% September 2023 at
7.15pm in the Parish Rooms.

e meeting closed at 20.41

Signed:_ ................... Dated:....l.t./.‘l}z.% ...........................
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Site Visit Report

Andrews Wood - 6th July 2023

Present

The Landowner of Andrews Wood (Jean Dobson)

Jean’s Granddaughter who manages things for her

Jean’s Land Agent (Anthony)

The Forestry Contractor working on behalf of Jean

Pauil Varey — Parish Council

Peter Mitchell — Parish Council

Background

The meeting was arranged as a result of previous discussions around the work being carried out
within Andrews Wood and the implication for the Fairy Doors Trail. Those initial discussions were
carried out by Clir Colville on behalf of the parish council. Unfortunately, Clir Colville was unabie to
attend the meeting and so myself and Clir Mitchell attended on her behalf.

Context

Andrews Wood was planted over 15 years ago in memory of the owner’s son. Whilst the wood is
located on private property and no public right of way (PROW) exists through the wood, the
owner has always allowed local residents permissive access. This is where the landowner does not
intend to dedicate the path as a public right of way, but users are permitted to use it with express
permission of the landowner, under any specific terms laid down by the landowner.

Approximately a year ago it became necessary to begin management work within the wood. The
Forestry Contractor walked the group through the wood and explained the issues, showing us
examples. The main ones are:

1) Since the wood was initially planted there has been no thinning of the woodland,
which is now well over due. This thinning work is important for the future of the
woodland. To improve the overall health of the wood, and the health of the identified
remaining trees, thinning is taking place in a systematic and planned way between
now and April 2026.

2) There are a lot of Ash trees within the wood and most (if not all) of them are either
diseased, dead or dying. This is a result of a fungus infection that sadly is now
endemic within the UK. The infection has no known cure. As a result, there are a lot of
Ash trees that are in danger of failing in bad weather. They will need removing in an
organised and planned manner.

When the work began around a year ago the Fairy Door Trail was closed and all of the portable
doors were taken away into storage. The larger, fixed doors, remain in situ.

Current Access Issues

The Forestry Contractor showed the group the signs he uses when working within the wood and
explained their purpose.
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He also explained that quite a lot of people completely ignore the signs and that this means they
are putting themselves in danger and also preventing him from completing his work. If he sees
anyone approaching he must stop work, for safety reasons, and wait for them to leave. As there
are a lot of people ignoring signs and, in some cases, even questioning his right to be there and
his right to be undertaking the work, this is slowing him down.

The Forestry Contractor has noticed that most people using the wood have no idea that they are
actually on private property and have no absolute right to be there. This is exacerbated by a lack
of proper signage and the organic normalisation of access that has taken place over the last 15
years or so.

Outcomes

The owner and Anthony have agreed with The Forestry Contractor that the following will be put in

place from 1st September 2023:
1) Proper, permanent signage will be placed at all of the public access points to the
owner’s land. The new signs will make it clear that:

It is private property

Permissive access only has been granted by the land owner

The wood and associated land is totally closed to the public every Monday

Bikes of any description are not allowed at any time

The Fairy Doors Trail will be available on the days the wood is open to the public

®ao0 oo

2) The entrances to the land will be closed off with chains/barriers on Mondays, from 1st
September 2023 to emphasise the fact there is no public access.

3) The fairy doors trail can be reinstated in full. The Forestry Contractor has no issue
whatsoever with the trail being present. If the closure on Mondays is adhered to there is
no risk to the public from his works (as they will not be in the wood when he is working).
The only risk to the trail would be damage to doors when they start work in the areas
containing them. However, he thinks that they will be at the other end of the wood for at
least another 12 months.
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Next Steps
1) The owner has asked if myself and Peter can work with her and Anthony to design suitable
signs as well as messages for social media, Around Ashton etc. I am happy to do so. Julie is
going to put everyone in touch by email so that we can have discussions and share ideas.

2) The reason for the closure of the wood for 1 day a week will also be explained in terms of
the safety requirements whilst the work is undertaken.

3) An education/publicity campaign will be arranged to explain to people why the work taking
place within the wood is both essential and beneficial to the fong-term health of the
amenity.

4) Clir Colville, please let Lauren and Barnsey know that the doors can be reinstated in the
wood from TBC

5) Clir Varey will update the website Fairy Door Page to make it explicit that the wood is
closed on a Monday ad that under no circumstances must anyone try and access it.

Cllr P Varey / Clir P Mitchell
07/07/23
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