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ASHTON HAYES and HORTON-cum-PEEL  
MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  

Monday 11th July 2022, 7.15pm, at Ashton Hayes Parish Rooms  
 

MINUTES 
Present: Cllr I Dossett - Chairperson 

Cllr J Colville 
Cllr R Kinsey 

Cllr B Craven 
Cllr P Mitchell (virtually) 
Cllr H Deynem (Ward Councillor). 

Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey Members of the public: 1 

 
APOLOGIES: - Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr P Varey and Cllr S Strachan-
Naylor. 
 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS - None received 
 
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
The council agreed that there was nothing that required the exclusion of the press and public to 
be raised at this meeting.  
 
Cllr Craven joined the meeting.  
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
 Community Safety Charter – it was reported that a new Community Safety Charter was being 

launched and it is hoped to encourage everyone from individuals, Neighbourhood Watch 
Groups, business and organisations to take an active stance against crimes in public spaces.  It 
was suggested that this be put on the agenda for the next meeting for further discussion and a 
decision could then be made as to if the Parish Council wished to sign up. 
ACTION: Ask Cllr Strachan-Naylor if she would be available to attend the Community Safety 
Charter Webinar on 21st July at 5.00pm.   

 Cllr Colville reported that the footpath by Gongar brook is overgrown and requires clearing. 
Also that several badger holes are affecting the footpath. The resident will report this to CWaC. 
It will be brought to the next PC meeting for further consideration.   
ACTION:  Cllr Colville to report to CWaC as a resident the need for this footpath to be cleared. 

 
 Cllr Deynam (Ward Councillor) advised the PC that several sites within Cheshire West have 

been purchased recently by the travelling community who are now installing hardstanding and 
stables prior to requesting planning permission for caravan pitches. CWaC are aware of the 
sites dotted around the area and several sites are subject to planning appeal. The Parish 
Council was made aware of those sites and asked to advice of any that may arise in our parish. 

 
 Brines Brow; it was reported that a number of trees have fallen down and the picnic area 

remains closed.  Clarification of the ownership of this area is being sought. 
 
 Cllr Deynem reported that a resident of Mouldsworth had contacted him as they wished to 

thank the staff and volunteers of the Ashton and Mouldsworth Community Shop for their 
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efforts during the COVID pandemic. He wondered if the Parish Council also wished to support 
this action –it was agreed to bring it to next meeting. 

 
 Knightswood; it was reported that overall there has been a large number of trees removed 

from the agricultural land associated with the Knightswood site.  Cllr Dossett has sought advice 
from the CWaC Planning Manager who had confirmed that this was not a planning issue and 
also that the CWaC Tree Officer may not be able to help, as  the trees are not subject to any 
TPO’s.  Cllr Dossett was advised by the Planning Manager to contact the Forestry Commission. 
This was done, and they provided the Forestry Commission Tree Felling Guide documentation. 
This states that any trees with a trunk diameter of over 8cm (subject to permitted exceptions) 
require a Forestry Commission License to be removed.  The Forestry Commission requested 
additional information. Cllr Dossett undertook to liaise with the Forestry Commission.    
ACTION Cllr Dossett undertook to circulate the Tree Felling guidance from the Forestry 
Commission around the Parish Council and Cllr Deynem. 

 
EXTERNAL MATTERS 
Dementia Friendly Communities and Councils – circulated by CHALC.  Cllr Colville reported that 
this survey has a 22nd July deadline. Cllr Colville undertook to complete the survey on behalf of the 
Parish Council and feedback to a future meeting.   
 
PCSO Surgery 
Cllr Mitchell reported that he was the only attendee at the surgery and had a long and 
constructive chat about policing and the PCSO role in general; 
 
Prior to the meeting he had driven round Peel Crescent twice that morning and nobody was 
obviously obstructing the pathway or road that day; the PCSO confirmed she had leafletted and 
talked to Peel Crescent residents and generally felt that she had done everything within her 
powers at this stage, regarding obstruction.   
 
With regard to overnight parking at Tarvin Sands layby, the patrolling police have been made 
aware of the issue but overnight parking there is actually a matter for CWaC. 
 
NALC Smaller Council Survey Report – the report following the recent smaller council’s survey was 
circulated for Councillors review and was noted. 
 
Correspondence from Resident regarding the Millennium Pathway – it was reported that the Parish 
Council had received correspondence from a resident reporting that their neighbour had kindly 
used his long-bar cutter to trim back the vegetation that had encroached on the footpath and 
inhibited the operations of the overhead lights. 
ACTION:  it was requested that the Clerk write officially to thank the resident. 
 
Rural Crime Survey - recent correspondence from John Dwyer regarding a Rural Crime Survey was 
circulated and the Parish Council agreed that all individuals should be encouraged to respond to 
the survey. 
ACTION: advise residents via Nextdoor and Parish Council Website 
 
Neighbourhood Planning Review – Cllr Dossett reported upon a recent NALC training event he 
attended.  Depending on the substance of any amendments required when reviewing a 
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Neighbourhood Plan, then the update process could vary from a straightforward update in 
consultation with the principal, to a full repeat of the original process including a referendum.   
 
He highlighted that it was now possible to strengthen policies by adding more details and design 
information.   
ACTION: discuss further with the Planning Committee any comments received from residents 
following the Around Ashton article. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.    
RESOLVED 22/034 – Cllr Dossett signed the minutes as a true and correct record of the 
meeting held on 13th June 2022. 
 
ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING 
Action List updates, not otherwise included on the agenda: 
 
The following items were reported as being completed: 

- Tarvin Sands layby overnight parking concerns 
- Parking Obstructions on Peel Crescent 
- Report to Planning Enforcement 61 Peel Crescent. 
- Public Footpath blocked through Tarvin Sands 
- Attend next PCSO Surgery 17th June & Report back 
- Bring Operation London Bridge to next meeting 

Clerk had made enquiries as to if a street furniture license would be required for a bench at 
the junction of Gongar Lane and Church Lane  
ACTION: apply for license (reference 4995174) and get quote for fitting of bench. 

- Planning Enforcement – report Land off Whitegate Way 
- Pay approved invoices 
- Minutes of previous meeting sent to Cllr Varey for including on the website 
- The Clerk had made enquiries as to whether a street furniture license would be required for 

an information board on the green space on Church Road. The board would provide 
information regarding the wildflowers sown. 

- The Chairman had chased UU regarding the inspection of pipes further downstream from 
the pumping station. UU are not going to take any further action as they consider it 
unnecessary. 

- Draft risk assessment for use of the SID Machine. This had already been provided by CWaC 
- The Clerk reported the weed problems along Shay Lane and Willow Hayes. 
- All articles for Around Ashton were provided and the new edition has been distributed.  

 
Updates were received on the actions: 
 Sign for Bines Brow - a supplier and quote has been obtained for the replacement sign and Cllr 

Deynem was in discussion with CWaC Highways as to who would pay for it.  
 
 Management of Brines Brow – it was reported that the Forestry Commission have stated that 

they believe that the maintenance of Brines Brow was not their responsibility.  Cllr Deynem has 
asked CWaC to look into who owned the site and this was now with the legal team to 
establish.  
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 Community Projects  - It was also reported that the Scouts had provided two quotes for 
undertaking the making of a Wildflower Interpretation Board as follows:- 

 
£97.40 with ribbed posts. 
£65 using rough sawn posts 
 
ACTION: To apply for street furniture licence for two noticeboards with rough sawn posts. 
ACTION: To go ahead with the production of 2 signs at £65 each for rough sawn posts 
noticeboards.  

 
All other items remain ongoing. 
 
PLANNING 
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 2nd July 2022.  
 
 It was reported that enforcement actions have been agreed by CWaC with the property owner 

regarding 21/00324/EOPDEV – Knightswood, Longley Lane, Ashton Hayes – it was reported 
that the lights to the outside of the property have now been fitted with shields; the planting of 
trees in front of the patio would be undertaken and enforced; the large permanent play 
structure will be removed by September; and there was no further enforcement action planned 
in relation to the steps & animal shelter. 

 

 It was reported that the following planning applications had been concluded by CWaC: 
22/01495/TPO – Park Farm, Church Road, Ashton Hayes – Tree No. 07 - Oak - crown reduce 
canopy over roadside only by 3-4m and remove dead wood over road Tree No.13 - Oak - 
remove large dead wood over road and crown reduce over roadside by 3-4m to form an even 
shape and balanced canopy – Approved. 

 
 It was reported that the following planning application had been received for consultation: - 

22/02018/FUL – Lower Longley Farm, Hollands Lane, Kelsall CW6 0QT - Conversion of 
outbuilding to annexe to provide ancillary accommodation, to include alterations to windows 
and doors and addition of roof lights and balcony  
ACTION: Planning Committee to draft a response, consult PC by email and submit the 
response. 

 22/02131/OUT - Churches View Farm Kelsall Road Chester Cheshire CH3 8BH - Permanent key 
workers dwelling to provide the necessary on-site accommodation to support the existing 
holdings undertakings/activities.  
ACTION: Planning Committee to draft a response, consult PC by email and submit the 
response. 

 22/01636/DIS – Knightswood Longley Lane Kelsall Tarporley CW6 0TG – To discharge 
condition 7 (external lighting) of planning permission 20/04344/FUL.  
ACTION: planning committee to submit a response on behalf of the PC 

 
COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
Queens Jubilee Arrangements for 2022 
Cllr Colville provided a final review  report from the planning team with lessons learnt  from the 
Jubilee Planning Group– she highlighted Contingency Planning as being one of these and there 
were other  issues to be addressed which would help were the Parish Council to consider planning 
future events. These include a shortage of appropriately trained First Aiders, assigning a lead 
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responsibility for future large events, ensuring local public facilities including the recreation field 
are viewed by the whole community as a community asset and that they are stakeholders, 
Communication Channels and their effectiveness  
 
Ukraine 
Following a recent Nextdoor survey, 13 residents responded. The results received were 
nevertheless positive to organising a community meeting.  Cllr Colville proposed that this is 
discussed further at the September PC meeting.  
 
ACCOUNTS 
Cashbook & Outturn  
The Cashbook and Outturn reports were provided to the meeting dated 2nd July 2022.   
 

Bank Reconciliation 
RESOLVED 22/035 that following the review of the bank reconciliation and bank statements, 
that they be signed by Cllr Craven  
 
Poppy Wreath 
RESOLVED 22/036 to purchase a Poppy Wreath for Remembrance Sunday at a cost of £22.50 
from Royal British Legion 
 
VAT Rebate 
RESOLVED 22/037 to approve the Clerk’s submission of the VAT 126 form at this point in the 
year to assist in recovering VAT paid out on the Jubilee Event items at an estimated reclaim value 
of £1,570 at the end of June. 
 
Clerk’s Training 
RESOLVED 22/038 to approve the Clerk’s attendance at the Finance Summit run by SLCC at a 
cost of £45 + VAT to be split between five Parish Council’s. 
 

To note income received and expenditure paid out since the last meeting. 
RESOLVED 22/039 that the council accept the expenditure presented to the meeting for 
approval as set out below: 
 

Expenditure to be approved and paid following the meeting:- 
To whom paid Details Amount 
Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Clerk’s Salary Tax Point 4 £568.27 
Ashton Hayes Primary School Around Ashton Photocopying £267.92 
Clerk’s Expenses June & July £84.70 
Shires  Payroll Provider £54.00 
HMRC PAYE  £5.20 
Ashton Hayes Primary School Around Ashton Photocopying £12.60 
Chairman’s Allowance  £50.00 

 

GOLDEN LION 
Cllr Deynem reported that CWaC has organised a valuation of the Golden Lion to be undertaken 
by Avison Young of Manchester in order to move forward with the compulsory purchase order 
process.  The valuer is a specialist in valuing public houses and it is hoped this should take place 
next week. The report will be provided two weeks after the valuation.  Following this CWaC will be 
in a position to start mediation with the owner.  It was hoped that the Golden Lion Community 
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Group would hold a meeting directly with the owner in order to potentially avoid going down the 
Compulsory Purchase Order route. 
 
HIGHWAYS 
 
Cllr Dossett reported that Mr Rounthwaite would chase outstanding actions and copy in Cllr 
Dossett by way of a handover. These to include actions on:-  

 Duck Lane bend warning sign – present but obscured.  
 Average speed camera initiative – Mr Rounthwaite had recently chased. 
 Golden Lion Bend - 20mph request 
 Installing 20mph sign near Scout Hut 
 SID Machine training has been requested 
 40mph Speed Limit between Ashton, Mouldsworth and Alvanley – on hold.  

 
OUTSTANDING HGIHWAYS/STREETCARE WORKS 
It was reported that job reference HW427506386 – poor road surface (Pothole outside of the 
Golden Lion) reported on 6th June 2022. This has now been repaired.  
 
It was requested that the weeds growing to the front of the Golden Lion be reported to CWaC as 
the land was part of the highway and not within the curtilage of the Golden Lion.  
ACTION: The Clerk undertook to report. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS.  
It was reported that communication has been received from CWaC, with regards to a joint project 
between CWaC and University of Chester re the use of smart technologies to monitor water flows 
in Gongar Brook. CWaC will visit Ashton Hayes and walk from Willow Hayes to Gongar Brook to 
establish where best position to monitor water flow and check water levels through the village.   
ACTION: Cllr Varey and Cllr Dossett to follow this up.  
 
COUNCIL MATTERS 
Training and Development Policy 
A draft Training and Development Policy was circulated to the councillors, it was agreed that this 
should be amended to change the reference from staff to employees. This will cover the inclusion 
of council members and volunteers. 
ACTION: Cllr Dossett to amend Training and Development Policy and bring to next meeting.  
 
RESOLVED 22/040 as Mr Wolveridge volunteers to change the batteries in the Millennium Path 
footway on a regular basis, then he should undertake the Ladder Training course. He agreed to 
this, and the PC will fund it.  
  
Archiving 
It was RESOLVED 22/041 that the clerk archive minutes for the period of 2014-2021 and audit 
papers for the period 2003-2021 in line with the PC archiving policy. 
 
Operation London Bridge 
It was RESOLVED 22/042 that a committee be set up to look at the implications of Operation 
London Bridge.  That a subgroup be set up to include Cllr Craven, Cllr Varey and report back to 
the Parish Council. 
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AROUND ASHTON 
Items for inclusion in the next Around Ashton include: 

- Ukraine Update 
- Commemorative Bench 
- First Aiders 
- Golden Lion 
- Future Events 
- Community Clean-up 

 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
It was reported that the date and time of the next Parish Council Meeting was Monday 12th 
September 2022 at 7.15pm. 
 

The meeting closed at 21:03 
 
Signed:............................................................... Dated:............................................... 


