ASHTON HAYES and HORTON-cum-PEEL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING at 7.15pm
Monday 13" December 2021 at Ashton Hayes Primary School

MINUTES

Present: ClIr I Dossett — Chairperson Clir J Whitelock-Wainwright

Clir J Lutton Clir D Rounthwaite
Clir P Varey Clir B Craven
Clir J Colville — via zoom Clir SJ Lennie
Clir Deynem (Ward Councillor)
Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey Members of the public: 2

APOLOGIES: - Apologies were received from Clir R Kinsey.

It was reported that the Clerk & Chairman had received the resignation of Clir S Pilott as a Parish
Councillor, the Parish Council asked that their thanks for the work she did as a Parish Councillor be
recorded.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Cllr Rounthwaite declared a disclosable interest in the Ashton Lane Junction with the A54 due to
several incidents involving people he knows and undertook not to vote on matters relating to this.
Clir Lutton declared a disclosable interest in relation to any matters regarding the Ashton Hayes
Primary School due to him being a Governor, he undertook not to vote on matters relating to the
Primary School.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

It was reported that the following communication from residents had been received since the last
meeting:

1. A member of the public had contacted the Parish Council via the Clerk and requested a
meeting to discuss suggestions they had in relation to the flooding issues within the parish.
It was confirmed that a meeting had taken place with ClIr Dossett and ClIr Varey. The
suggestions from the meeting have been forwarded to CWacC for consideration.

2. CWaC had contacted the Parish Council via the Clerk in relation to advanced preparations in
case of flooding — they have offered the Parish Council 400 sandbags subject to the Parish
Council confirming they have a safe and secure location to store them. The parish council
have identified a storage location and CWaC are in the process of sourcing the sandbags on
our behalf.

3. It was reported that 2 x Trees on Gongar Lane had fallen in the recent high winds — Clir
Varey had emailed CWaC to request their removal. Both have now been removed.

4. It was report that the pond in Brines Brow had overflowed and there were some trees
down. It was agreed to highlight this to Clir Deynem for him to report to CWac.
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5. ClIr Rounthwaite reported that he had been asked by a resident when the footways on the
east side of the village are going to be cleared. It was confirmed that they are on the CWaC
schedule of works.

6. ClIr Dossett reported that the loud bangs coming from Tarvin Sands had started up again,
but these have since ceased —the meeting requested that they be monitored to see if they
continue.

7. A resident reported that following the hedge cutting on Church Road by a contractor the
debris from the hedge cutting had been left on the footpaths and road. This had been
reported to CWaC.

8. A resident reported that a warning chevron board opposite the entrance to Andrew’s Wood
on Ashton Lane has been knocked down. The clerk to report to CWaC.

9. A resident reported that the potholes on the main road near to Grange Road on the
Mouldsworth side have opened up again. Clir Dossett confirmed that they were not
sufficiently deep enough for CWaC to act on yet. They need to be at least 4cms deep.

EXTERNAL MATTERS

Draft Land Action Plan

Clir Rounthwaite and ClIr Kinsey had reviewed the Draft Land Action Plan and circulated their
comments around the Parish Council in between meetings — these comments had now been
submitted to CWaC.

Launch of Police and Crime Plan 2021-24

Cllr Craven had reviewed the Police and Crime Plan and circulated comments around the Parish
Council in between meetings. The focus on speeding was worth noting and monitoring for the
future.

Integrated Sustainable Transport Taskforce meeting

ClIr Colville reported to the Parish Council upon a meeting with CWaC she had attended online in
relation to Integrated Sustainable Transport. She felt, this was a high-level strategic meeting and
she will continue to attend future meetings around Public Transport. There had been an
acknowledgement of the issue of poor levels of public transport in rural communities but this did
not come across as a priority amongst the other issues and areas of focus.

Council Consultation on Carers & Carers Rights
ClIr Colville reported that she had submitted a response to the recent consultation from CWaC on
Carers and Carer’s Rights on behalf of OPAL and will share her response with the Parish Council.

Rural Care Community Steering Group

Clir Colville reported upon a health led initiative looking at community needs across the approx.
100 villages within rural West Cheshire. She undertook to feed back to the Parish Council any
developments in respect of their work.

Next steps for decarbonising UK heat and heat networks

Clir Dossett has registered for an online conference run by Westminster Energy, Environment &
Transport Forum policy. This is scheduled for Thursday 13t January 2022. He undertook to attend
and report back to the Parish Council.
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ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.
RESOLVED 21/060 — the Chairman signed the minutes as a true and correct record of the
meeting held on 8" November 2021.

ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING
Action List updates, not otherwise included on the Agenda:

Brines Brow Sign — ClIr Deynem confirmed that this was still moving forward with CwacC.

Milestone between Ashton & Mouldsworth — Clir Deynem reported that this was on-going.

Gowy Ward PC's collaboration meeting.

Clir Dossett confirmed that the initial meeting schedule on 6™ December had been well received, 4
out of the 6 Parish Councils were in attendance. Terms of Reference were drafted and agreed — it
was a useful session and the next meeting is on 17t January 2022. Clir Dossett reported that the
group are drawing together some generic data about population etc.

Dropped kerb off field on Church Road - Clir Colville confirmed she has spoken with the Land
Agent who has confirmed that he will follow-up this action.

Brines Brow Maintenance — It was also reported that the pond had flooded and trees have come
down. Concern was raised that there was a public footpath through this site. Clir Deynem
confirmed he had been in contact with Tony Lowinsky who is looking at who owns the site and
whose responsibility it is to maintain and open it up. Clir Deynem will chase again.

Highways - review under highways on the Agenda.

Stile — ClIr Craven confirmed that the landowner is looking to see what repairs are required.

Drains at end of Kelsall Road — Clir Rounthwaite confirmed that Kelsall Road had been closed last
week for investigation works to take place. Clir Rounthwaite confirmed he had meet with Andy
Coward and confirmed that the Parish Council would receive a report back once investigations
were complete.

Energy Company Noticeboard — it was confirmed that the Parish Council were able to access and
use the Energy Company’s Noticeboard on the end wall of Gladstone Barns.

CWaC — consultations duplications — Clir Deynem confirmed he had forwarded comments to
CWacC.

Speed Camera Application — no further comments received as yet.

ACTION: ClIr Rounthwaite undertook to contact Mr Jones to assess progress.

ACTION: ClIr Dossett to create a financial plan to see how the project could be funded for the
future.

Tree Planting on verges — ClIr Dossett confirmed he had spoken with CWaC and a nhumber of
areas were identified as potentially suitable for planting up to 12 trees. However, CWaC have not
applied for funding from central government therefore it was agreed to put this on hold for now.

ClIr Craven confirmed she had received confirmation that she had funding and approval to plant
trees on one acre of land that she had identified on her property.
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UU re Pumping Station — ClIr Dossett confirmed that UU have now agreed a programme of work
to undertake.

Completed actions since the last meeting were as follows:

e Approve all invoices for payment since last meeting.

e Purchase equipment for Scouts to the value of £100 — remaining equipment to be
purchased towards end of the year subject to PC spendings.

e Resilience Emergency Plan — contacts had been updated by Clir Varey & comments
received included

e ClIr Varey had emailed Key Personnel and updated their details on the Resilience
Emergency plan

e ClIr Varey had liaised with Gigaloch to organise a meeting to update residents with this
project. The meeting took place at the school on 15t December and was well attended by
residents.

e CliIr Colville had contacted applicants of the Flood Relief Grant Stage 2 and outlined the PC’s
response to their applications.

e Included all articles in Around Ashton

e Royal Mail — This consultation has now been completed and the proposed name change

from Ashton to Ashton Hayes has been approved. It is understood that a letter will be
circulated to all residents of the Parish.

PLANNING
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 30™ November 2021.

It was reported that the following planning application results have been received from CWaC:

= 21/02106/FUL — Old Farm Cottage, West End, Ashton Hayes — Relocate Shed and erect a
garden building — Approved

= 21/03672/TPO — 4 Dunns Lane, Ashton Hayes CH3 8BU — Reduce height of oak tree —
approved.

ACCOUNTS

Cashbook
RESOLVED 21/061 that the YTD Cashbook and Out-turn documents dated 3 December 2021
be approved.

RESOLVED 21/062 that the council accept the expenditure presented to the meeting for
approval as set out below:

To whom paid Details Amount
Clerk’s Salary Tax Point 6 £546.33
Clerk’s Expenses £65.67
P Varey Equipment for Scouts £99.89
Stage 2 — Grant Applicant £500.00
Stage 2 — Grant Applicant £500.00
Stage 2 — Grant Applicant £500.00
Stage 2 — Grant Applicant £450.00
Stage 2 — Grant Applicant £500.00
Autela Payroll Q3 Payroll Services £53.56
Cheshire West and Chester Premises License Fee — The Golden Lion £180.00
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Bank Reconciliation
RESOLVED 21/063 that Clir Varey sign the Bank Reconciliation dated 3 December 2021 and
Bank Statements on behalf of the Parish Council as a true and correct record.

SLCC Membership
RESOLVED 21/064 that the clerk’s membership to SLCC be paid for 2022 and the cost split
between 4 Parish Councils.

GOLDEN LION

Cllr Deynem reported that Community Ownership Grant Funding had now re-opened and they
were looking to review their application with an intention to re-submit an application. The next
meeting with CWaC was scheduled to take place this week and they would be discussing actions
that can be taken post moratorium. Cllr Deynem reported that there was open communication
with the New Agent and the Golden Lion Committee hoped to hear back by end of next week in
relation to their offer. Cllr Deynem also confirmed he had submitted an update to be included in
the next Around Ashton for residents.

Clir Dossett reported that he had been in discussion with Clir Deynem about the next steps, and it
had been agreed that ClIr Lutton would be representing the Parish Council on the Golden Lion
Community Group moving forward given his relevant commercial experience and the next phase
of activity. Cllr Whitelock-Wainwright had stepped down from this committee.

Clir Deynem requested that the Golden Lion Community Group’s thanks be officially recorded for
the work that Clir Whitelock-Wainwright had undertaken on the groups’ behalf.

HIGHWAYS

Speed Limits on B5393 — Clir Rounthwaite reported that the speed reduction work outside the
village — had now been put on pause due to the potential Average Speed Camera Project. Clir
Rounthwaite also reported that within the village, the 20mph around the Golden Lion bend and by
the scout hut had not been followed up for the same reason.

It was felt that the speed reduction to 20mph around the Golden Lion bend and the erection of a
20mph sign by the scout hut should not be delayed.

ACTION: Cllr Rounthwaite to follow-up the 20mph around the Golden Lion bend and the scout
hut.

SID Machine — ClIr Rounthwaite reported that when the school breaks up in December the SID
machine would be moved to The Meadows.

COUNCIL MATTERS

Parish Councillor Vacancies

Following the resignation of Mrs Pilott, it was confirmed that the vacancy for this position was
currently being advertised according to CWaC'’s requirements and the Parish Council hoped to hear
if they are able to fill this post via co-option by 24t December.

It was also reported that a resident had contacted the Parish Council who was interested in
becoming a Parish Councillor and his application was welcomed.

Submission process for Agenda Items
The Clerk reminded Parish Councillors that any items they wished to be considered for inclusion
on Parish Council Agendas should be submitted to the Clerk by email two weeks prior to the
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meeting. Additionally, any enclosures to be circulated with the Agenda and put on the website
must be submitted to the Clerk a minimum of 7 working days prior to a Parish Council Meeting.

Policies for Review

The Chairman asked for volunteers to commit to review policies and bring back to the February
meeting any recommended changes for review and approval.

ACTION: All ClIrs agreed to review policies. The full list will be circulated.

Following advice from the Parish Council’s Insurance Company agreement was sought to draft a
Volunteers Policy and bring to the next meeting.
ACTION: ClIr Varey undertook to draft the Volunteers Policy

Contact List & Diary of Annual Events

The Clerk reported that she was co-ordinating a Contacts List of email address and phone
numbers of members of staff at CWaC. If any Parish Councillors had any contacts could they
please share them with the Clerk.

It was also reported that the Clerk was drawing together a diary of Annual Events that the Parish
Council undertake to ensure that items are included within the agendas in a timely manner.
ACTION: circulate Annual Events Calendar around the Parish Council.

FLOOD RELIEF FUND

ClIr Colville reported that following agreement at the last meeting for the payments of the Stage 2
Flood Appeal money; of the six applications received, five applicants have now received their
grant awards. The final applicant has not yet received any payment and the Parish Council had
sought advice from CWaC regarding their proposal. This advice has been sent to the applicant and
we are waiting on a response back.

Stage 3 — to look at a Community Project for the worst affected areas — ClIr Dossett to lead on
this after receiving and reviewing the actions CWacC are considering undertaking.

COMMUNITY PROJECTS

Resilience Emergency Plan — the final draft has been circulated around the Parish Council.
Comments have also been received from CWaC. It was confirmed that the Resilience Emergency
Plan had been shared with the Insurance Company who has confirmed that the Parish Council was
insured for such an activity subject to the Parish Council following a number of key steps.

It was also highlighted that items such as high viz jackets would need to be purchased.
RESOLVED 21/065 to adopt the Community Resilience Plan

CWacC have offered us 400 sandbags for storage locally for use in an emergency.
ACTION: find out timescale on when these will be delivered?

Queens Jubilee Arrangements for 2022

ClIr Colville reported that there have been two meetings organised to date — the group is looking
at an event on the Sunday afternoon into the evening to potentially include a dog show, dancing —
with the theme of a 50’s afternoon tea/tea dance. There is a write up in Around Ashton to ask
people if they would be willing to get involved.

Clir Rounthwaite reported that he is leading on the beacon lighting event on the Thursday
evening. He is looking for a 10-15ft pole with basket for the beacon. If one is not available then
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they may need to get a grant to have an appropriate beacon made. Clir Colville is willing to work
on a grant application should it be needed.

Clir Rounthwaite confirmed that the Morris Men have been booked for the evening — also a license
will be applied for so that there could be alcohol served.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Environmental Renewal Project

ClIr Varey reported that Mr Coward (CWaC) had recently undertaken a walk around Ashton Hayes
to look at particular areas that were flooded following short burst of heavy rain the other
weekend. A couple of blockages had been identified and CWaC have undertaken to resolve these.
Once any blockages have been resolved and drains cleared, CWaC would be in a position to
assess what volume of water the system can take and if it still floods then this will highlight if
there is a capacity issue.

Andy Coward confirmed that the request from the parish council to have the gullies emptied in
December rather than August was being considered.
ACTION: ClIr Varey to chase the gully clearing request to be moved to December.

Clir Deynem reported that the original Peel Crescent 50mm drain has been capped off but he
would encourage that this location be identified.

Clir Dossett highlighted that drainage from Mouldsworth and Manley was coming through Ashton
Hayes and could exaggerate the flooding issues.

Green bin collections

Cllr Deynem reported that the final green bin collection has taken place. There will be an option
for residents to opt in to get their green bin collected from 2022. Old green bins for those
residents who opt-out will be collected from June 2022. There is no limit on the number of green
bins you can purchase at £40 per bin.

Update on progress re hedges - Cllr Dossett reported that following 24 letters being sent out by
CWaC regarding property hedges, 10 have been resolved. 8 have not been addressed by the
residents and will be followed up by CWaC which may result in formal actions being taken. The
remaining 6 were CWacC related. Another 5 initial letters will be sent out by CWaC to additional
properties where hedges need addressing e.g. where we were having problems tracking down the
landowners.

AROUND ASHTON

ClIr Colville confirmed that the current Around Ashton Edition would be being circulated
imminently. She reported upon a piece of work carried out by ClIr Varey which should ensure that
the delivery of paper copies is easier for those delivering them.

Two members of the public left the meeting.
Cllr Deynem left the meeting.
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PART 2

STAFFING COMMITTEE

Clir Dossett highlighted concerns raised by the Clerk in regard to the Chair of the Staffing
Committee also currently being the Chair of the Parish Council as there was therefore no further
mechanism for challenge should a member of staff not agree with the Staffing Committee. It was
therefore agreed that a new Chair of the Staffing Committee be sought.

RESOLVED 21/066 — Clir Varey to be Chair of the Staffing Committee

COMPLAINT

It was reported by Clir Varey that a complaint had been received from a resident following a
planning application submission. The Parish Council had reviewed their concerns and suggested
that in future tighter controls be put in place to avoid further complaints of this nature. It was also
confirmed that an apology had been sent to the complainant.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was reported that the date and time of the next meeting was Monday 10t January 2022 at
7.15pm.

The meeting closed at 21:09
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