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ASHTON HAYES and HORTON-cum-PEEL  
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING at 7.15pm 

Monday 8th November 2021 at Ashton Hayes Parish Rooms  
 

MINUTES 
 
Present: Cllr I Dossett – Chairperson 

Cllr J Lutton 
Cllr P Varey 
Cllr J Colville 

Cllr J Whitelock-Wainwright  
Cllr R Kinsey 
Cllr D Rounthwaite 
Cllr B Craven 

 Cllr Pilott  Cllr Deynem (Ward Councillor) 
Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey Members of the public: 1 

 
APOLOGIES: - No apologies were received. 
 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  
Cllr Rounthwaite declared a disclosable interest in the Ashton Lane Junction with the A54 due to 
several incidents involving people he knows and undertook not to vote on matters relating to this. 
Cllr Whitelock-Wainwright declared a disclosable interest in relation to any matters regarding to 
the Golden Lion due to him representing the Parish Council on the action group. 
Cllr Lutton declared a disclosable interest in relation to any matters regarding the Ashton Hayes 
Primary School due to him being a Governor, he undertook not to vote on matters relating to the 
Primary School. 
Cllr Colville declared a disclosable interest in relation to any matters regarding the AHSRA due to 
her being a Trustee of AHSRA, she undertook not to vote on matters relating to AHSRA. 
Cllr Dossett declared a disclosable interest in any items relating to Peel Hall Park access and 
undertook not to vote on matters relating to this. 
Cllr Varey declared a pecuniary interest in the Flood Relief Grant Fund and undertook to leave the 
meeting during discussions in relation to this issue. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
It was reported that the following communication from residents had been received since the last 
meeting: 
 

1. A resident reported further problems with drains on Peel Hall Lane following rain on 31st 
October. – This has since been reported to CWaC. 

 
2. A resident contacted the parish council following moving into the village and undertaking 

refurbishment of their property. They had some white goods that they wondered could be 
donated locally. Unfortunately the Parish Council were not able to find any local 
organisations wanting these items.  

 
3. A resident contacted the clerk following previously reporting overhanging trees on CWaC 

land outside their property. – The Clerk followed this up and CWaC reported back that: 
 

“CWaC’s policy is to only undertake work where trees pose a significant health and safety 
issue; for example, if they are dead, dying, diseased, structurally unsound, obstructing the 
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highway or are proven to be damaging property. Tree works are generally not undertaken 
for issues of shade or for branches that overhang boundaries.  

 
Residents and affected parties are legally allowed to prune overhanging branches back to 
their boundary at their own cost without our consent, providing the trees are not the 
subject of a Tree Preservation Order or within a Conservation Area. Any other work beyond 
your boundary i.e. involving height reduction would require approval from the Local 
Authority. Before undertaking such work, we would recommend you take advice from a 
tree professional to avoid carrying out work that may have a negative impact on the health 
and stability of the tree.”  
 

4. Cllr Rounthwaite reported that Timebank had a meeting on Saturday and had asked that 
their concerns be highlighted to the Parish Council about the need for groups hiring the 
Parish Rooms to undertake lateral flow tests. – It was confirmed again that this was 
government guidance not a requirement and that it is up to group organisers to decide if 
that guidance should be applied to their event.  

 
5. Cllr Lutton reported on a resident who had recently asked for an update in relation to the 

previous proposed traffic lights on A54 junction.The meeting was reminded that CWaC had 
previously discounted this option and have implemented other road safety improvements. 
They intend to survey the effectiveness of these measures now that things are settling 
down after the Covid peaks. 
ACTION: Cllr Routhwaite to feed this information back to the enquirer. 
ACTION: Cllr. H. Deynam to find out from CWaC as to when further feedback is expected 
from CWaC. 

 
6. Cllr Craven that she had been contacted by a resident who wondered if Kelsall Road could 

be made a one-way road.  The resident highlighted that recently a large coach had driven 
past the shop and down Kelsall Road which would have been dangerous if they had met 
any traffic coming in the opposite direction. It was confirmed that there were signs 
stipulating a maximum vehicle weight of 7.5 tonnes and below.  
ACTION:  Cllr Rounthwaite to raise again with CWaC 

 
7. Cllr Craven reported that a road sign by the bridge on Delamere Road needs to be 

removed. It probably has been left behind after road works. 
ACTION: Report to CWaC 

 
8. Cllr Craven sought clarification as to whether the noticeboard on the end of Gladstone 

Barns could be utilised better.  It was confirmed that this was owned by the Energy 
Company not the Parish Council. Cllr Deynem confirmed that the Community Energy 
Company are currently reviewing the usage of this noticeboard. 
ACTION: Cllr Dossett to discuss this with the Community Energy Company. 

 
9. Cllr Dossett reported that letters had been circulated by CWaC regarding issues with 

hedges.  Cllr Dossett reported two responses that had been referred to  the Parish Council; 
one letter had been sent to the wrong property, which has now been resolved; with the 
other one Cllr Dossett had spoken directly with the resident who, following clarification has 
now confirmed that they would cut their hedges back as required.  

 
It was advised that CWaC had also received a number of queries which they had dealt with 
positively.  
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10. Some residents had asked for an update on the Gigaloch installation as they had not heard 

anything for a while. Cllr Varey confirmed that newsletters had been sent out by Gigaloch. 
He also explained that there had been a two-week delay in installing the equipment into 
the cabinet at Manley Village Hall due to damage.  
ACTION: Cllr Varey agreed to liaise with Gigaloch to see if communication with residents 
could be improved. 

 
EXTERNAL MATTERS 
 
Tackling the Climate Emergency Response Plan – Tackling the Climate Emergency remains a key 
priority for Cheshire West and Chester Council and therefore they have launched an online 
engagement hub named ‘Inspire’ and a survey. – Cllr Dossett felt that this may be a part 
duplication of other surveys that have been sent out during the year.  It has been forwarded to 
the Community Energy Company for them to respond to. 
ACTION: Cllr Varey undertook to liaise with  the  Energy Company to compile a joint response if 
appropriate.  
ACTION: Cllr Deynem was asked to take back to CWaC that they try and co-ordinate and 
consolidate consultations 
 
Draft Land Action Plan 
Cheshire West and Chester Council is asking residents to share their thoughts and ideas on a draft 
Land Action Plan which has been produced for the borough. 
ACTION: Cllr Rounthwaite with Cllr Kinsey to review and propose a response back. 
 
Launch of Police and Crime Plan 2021-24  
ACTION: Cllr Craven to review and bring back comments to the Parish Council. 
 
Environmental Permitting Regulations – The Department for the Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs (DEFRA) has recently launched a consultation into amending the Environmental Permitting 
2016 regulations.  Effectively the consultation as it affects those (larger parish and town) councils 
which are burial authorities has specific regard to amending the regulations around activities 
which affect groundwater – It was agreed that this was not something for the Parish Council to 
respond to. 
 
Consultation regarding closure of the Ashton Branch doctor’s surgery 
Drs Adey and Dancy are proposing to hold a drop-in session so that residents can find out more 
about the proposed closure of the GP surgery in Ashton. it was confirmed that the GP Practice is 
looking to undertake a consultation meeting with residents of Ashton Hayes on 16th November , 
2021 at the Village Hall.  
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.    
RESOLVED 21/052 – the Chairman signed the minutes as a true and correct record of the 
meeting held on 18th October 2021. 
 
ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING 
Action List updates, not otherwise included on the Agenda: 
 
Brines Brow Sign – Cllr Deynem reported that this is moving forward with CWaC. 
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Milestone between Ashton & Mouldsworth – Cllr Deynem reported that the Milestone at the south 
end of Ashton needed refurbishment and the milestone between Ashton & Mouldsworth appeared 
to be missing.  
It was confirmed that the Clerk has now applied for a Member’s Ward Grant for the refurbishment 
of the Milestone at the south end of Ashton. 
ACTION: Cllr Deynem to investigate further the location of the milestone towards Mouldsworth as 
it may have been hit by a vehicle. 
 
Gowy Ward PC’s collaboration meeting.  
Cllr Deynem confirmed he had established communication between the five parish councils.   
ACTION: It was agreed that an initial meeting should be set up the establish possible areas of 
joint working.  Cllr Rounthwaite, Cllr Colville and Cllr Dossett to represent Ashton Hayes and 
Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council.  
 
Royal Mail - Nothing further to report following the consultation results. 

Dropped kerb off field on Church Road Cllr Colville confirmed she had spoken to the Landowner 
but has not been able to get through to the Land Agent.  

Brines Brow Maintenance – confirmed it does belong to CWaC and ask Cllr Deynem to raise with 
CWaC. 

Duck Lane Sign – On going 

B5393 speed reduction – this has now been paused and should be removed from Action List. 

A54 speed monitoring – It was reported that CWaC’s monitoring team have been working to clear 
the backlog and this should be complete by the end of the month. CWaC have said that the new 
50 mph speed limit on the A54 will be monitored in the second week of November. 
 
20mph Peel Hall Lane – Repeater sign would be put by the Scout Hut – Cllr Rounthwaite to chase.   
Stile – Cllr Craven confirmed this had been actioned.  
 
Drains at end of Kelsall road – Cllr Rounthwaite confirmed that to clear the drains at the end of 
Kelsall Road would require the road to be closed. He was therefore contacting all residents along 
this road to check that they were happy for the road closure and would confirm back to CWaC to 
allow this work to be scheduled.  
 
Completed actions since the last meeting were as follows: 

 Approve all invoices for payment since last meeting. 
 Amend Budget 2021-22  
 Hold working group meeting to refine draft budget for 2022-23. 
 CHALC Survey on Impact of Covid on Council Business has been submitted. 

 
PLANNING 
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 30th October 2021.  
 
It was reported that the following planning application results have been received from CWaC:  
 
 21/00959/CAT – Land Rear of 1 Church Court, Ashton 1 x field maple to be pruned – decided.  
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 21/01003/CAT – The Forge, Pentre Lane, Ashton Haye CH3 8BX – Fell One Beach Tree in the 
Garden – decided.  

 21/01318/FUL – Knightswood, Longley Lane CW6 0TG – Erection of a pergola and garden 
shed – Retrospective – approved 

 21/01621/CAT – Old Farm Cottage, West End – Cherry Tree – Fell, Yew Tree – Fell, Leylandii 
tree – Fell – decided. 

 21/02023/CAT – Daisy Bank, Church Road, CH3 8AB – Fell Cyprus Tree and replace with 
following cherry – decided.  

 21/02194/FUL – Timadon, Delamere Road, CH3 8AH – Erection of oak frame garage to house 
electric charge point – retrospective – approved. 
 

It was reported that the following responses had been submitted to CWaC since the last meeting: 
 
 21/03015/FUL – Ashton Grange Cottage, Ashton Hayes CH3 8AE – Alternations to existing 

outbuilding to form guest accommodation and home office – the parish council supported this 
application.  

 
ACCOUNTS 
Cashbook  
RESOLVED 21/053 that the YTD Cashbook and Out-turn documents dated 30th October 2021 be 
approved. 
 
RESOLVED 21/054 that the council accept the expenditure presented to the meeting for 
approval as set out below: 
 
To whom paid Details Amount 
Clerk’s Salary Tax Point 8 £546.33 
Clerk’s Expenses  £21.40 
Parish Rooms Q2 Room Hire Charges £90.00 

 
Bank Reconciliation 
RESOLVED 21/055 that Cllr Whitelock-Wainwright sign the Bank Reconciliation dated 9th 
November 2021 and Bank Statements on behalf of the Parish Council as a true and correct record.  
 
Clerk’s Training 
RESOLVED 21/056 that the clerk undertake Financial Introduction to Local Council 
Administration qualification at a cost of £120 + VAT to be split between 4 Parish Councils.  
 
GOLDEN LION 
Cllr Deynem reported that an application had been submitted to the Community Ownership Fund. 
Unfortunately, at this time it had not been successful.  Cllr Deynem intends to submit a further 
application in December.  
He also reported that an offer had been forwarded to Wright Marshall under the moratorium and 
the Golden Lion Community Group were waiting to hear if the offer had been accepted.  
 
HIGHWAYS 
Speed Limits on B5393 - already discussed under actions above 
 
SID Machine – Cllr Rounthwaite reported that the SID machine had been in Peel Hall Lane. The 
data gathered had shown the average speed is 21/22 mph with 43mph being recorded as the 
highest speed.  Cllr Rounthwaite report that 66 - 76% of traffic travelling along Peel Hall Lane was 
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travelling above the speed limit.  It was also reported that there was found to be double the 
amount of traffic per day travelling east bound than west bound.  
 
Speed Watch Working Group – Cllr Rounthwaite, Peter Wolveridge, Bob Hooks, Nicola Whitelock-
Wainwright, Philip Goodall and Allan Goodall. New members include James Lutton and Steve 
Clapham. 
ACTION: put article in Around Ashton reporting the findings.  
 
Average speed camera application update 
Cllr Lutton reported upon a meeting with Mr Steve Jones from CHALC, who is promoting the 
Average Speed Cameras with the Police and Crime Commissioner. Mr Jones referred to a project 
being run in Bedfordshire as an example of a similar initiative. Mr Jones has obtained the Police 
and Crime Commissioner’s support in relation to the project and has asked that we lobby the 
Police and Crime Commissioner ourselves to put pressure to help ensure he moves the project 
forward. 
 
Cllr Lutton reported that Mr Jones had received 80 applications in relation to areas who were 
initially interested in the average speed camera project, this has since been reduced down to 20. 
Steve Jones has now visited these and will put forward 12 areas for the Police and Crime 
Commissioner to consider and select 3-4 places to run the pilot project.  The interest of Ashton 
Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council is expected to be put forward. 
 
The commitment is for 15 years due to the cost of the cameras which are approximately £60,000 
a pair. This can be done through a service level agreement at a possible cost of £5-6K per year..   
 
Cllr Whitelock-Wainwright left the meeting. 
 
Concern was raised about how the Parish Council would fund the 15-year commitment. It was 
also highlighted that perhaps the cameras could be shared across a number of Parish Councils to 
share the cost.   
 
ACTION: The Working Group who had met with Mr Jones were asked to look into funding options 

for the future. Including seeking other Parish Council interest in joining in. 
ACTION: Cllr: Deynam to consider a Sandstone Ward wide approach to share costs whilst 

potentially strengthening the benefits.  
 
Cllr Deynem left the meeting. 
 
COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
Resilience Emergency Plan – The draft Resilience Emergency Plan was submitted to the Parish 
Council for consideration.  Cllr Varey reported that the Resilience Emergency Plan was now 
structured into three distinct parts; part one relevant to residents, part two covers Operational 
procedures for key personnel and part three covers additional information. 
 
The CWaC joint emergency planning team have confirmed they are supportive of the plan and 
particularly liked the flowcharts and map.  
 
Cllr Pilott joined the meeting.  
 
Cllr Varey reported upon further edits that the group were looking to make to the plan, these 
included: 
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 Section 1.5 – do we need additional numbers to be included in the communication chain. 
ACTION:  Cllr Varey to email Parish Councillors.  

 Section 2.2 – separate document has been created to provide to Key Personnel. This 
contains the personal contact details required by the key personnel and will allow the parish 
council to adhere to all data protection regulations whilst still being able to publish the main 
plan. 
ACTION:  Cllr Varey to email out to Key Personnel asking for their confirmation they are 
happy for their details to be held. 

 Section 2.4 – it has been agreed that local businesses can be contacted via Nextdoor. 
 Section 2.6 – is there any additional information that could be added to this section to 

improve it.  All councillors were asked to send ideas to the group asap. 
 

 Cllr Dossett to provide additional queries and comments he had following reviewing the 
document to Cllr Varey.  
ACTION: Cllr Varey to liaise with Cllr Dossett and CWaC and try to respond to these 
queries.  

 
Queens Jubilee Arrangements for 2022 
Cllr Colville reported that the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee had been highlighted in the last Around 
Ashton and that the village was hoping to hold a Beacon lighting event on Thursday 2nd June and 
another event over that weekend. The playing field has been provisionally booked for Sunday 5th 
June 2022.  Volunteers have been sought to help organise the event, these currently include:  
Lauren Colville, Jane Colville, Paul Varey, SJ Lennie & Graham Lennie and David Rounthwaite 
(with particular regard to the Beacon event). 
ACTION: Advertise in Around Ashton and Next Door, to look for further volunteers to help 
manage the planning of the event.  
 
A question was raised if a street party would be preferred given that these used to be run in the 
village years ago – it was agreed that the preferred option would be to hold the event on the 
playing field as this was available   
 
Cllr Rounthwaite reported that following conversations with a resident it was suggested that the 
beacon be built on a metal pole 2 meters above the playing field, to be installed in the middle of 
the field to allow it to be widely seen.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
Environmental Renewal Project 
Cllr Varey reported that Streetcare had started cleaning some areas of the village and hoped they 
would continue their work around the village. Highways have also started work and some 
footpaths have now been widened. More work is scheduled. 
 
Cllr Dossett reported that he has spoken to United Utilities who denied that there were any 
problems with the pumping station in January 2021.  Cllr Dossett has since escalated this within 
UU and has sent them pictures he had from January.  They are now looking into this further. 
ACTION: Cllr Dossett to continue to press UU on this matter.  
 
AROUND ASHTON 
The following items would be carried forward for consideration in the next issue due in December. 
- SID machine update on Peel Hall Lane 
- Resilience Plan 
- Queen’s Jubilee Update and request for more for volunteers 
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- STOP PRESS – electronic copies v paper copies update. 
 
Cllr Varey reported that a data check review had been carried out with everyone registered to 
receive Around Ashton electronically. This is to comply with data protection regulations as well as 
to ensure we hold the latest, accurate data. Due to several people having left the village and other 
reasons the number of paper copies is likely to rise in December. It was proposed to include a 
stop press style item on the front page of the next edition encouraging everyone to register for 
the electronic version if they are able to. 
 
COUNCIL MATTERS 
Parish Council Vacancies – it was reported that following confirmation that no election had been 
called the two Parish Council Vacancies had been advertised.  
 
Applications for Parish Council Co-option – it was reported that Dr Sarah-Jane Lennie had applied 
for consideration for co-option onto the Parish Council.  She was proposed by Cllr Colville and 
seconded by Cllr Rounthwaite and it was unanimously RESOLVED 21/057 that Dr Lennie be co-
opted onto the parish council for the period until March 2023. 
 
A resident left the meeting.  
 

PART 2 
 
The Clerk left the meeting for this item. 
 
STAFFING MATTERS 
The Terms of Reference of the Staffing Committee was circulated for the Parish Council’s review.  
It was RESOLVED 21/058 that the terms of reference be adopted.  
 
Recommendations from the Staffing Committee 
- The holiday wording in the clerks contract was discussed and it was thought that this would be 
more beneficial for the clerk if left as currently, rather than using the latest wording from CHALC. 
The impact however is minor.  
- It was proposed by the Staffing Committee of the Parish Council, that the PC pay the clerk a 
proportion of the £6 per week / employer working at home allowance.  This to be in addition to 
the clerks salary. RESOLVED 21/059 That the proportion paid be in accord to the hours worked 
on average versus full employment. 
 
Cllr Varey left the meeting.  
 
FLOOD RELIEF FUND 
 
Cllr Colville report upon the Stage 2 Flood Relief Fund Grant Applications – six applications had 
been received.   
 
Proposal was £500 be granted against 4 applications 
Proposal for £450 be granted against 1 application 
Final grant application it is proposed to defer this pending further information due to the applicant 
asking for a drain to be built around the front perimeter of their house – a query was raised as to 
if planning permission would need to be sought regarding this, expert advice could be sought if 
this would be an appropriate solution and confirmation sought of where the water might be 
drained to were this option pursued.  
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RESOLVED 21/059 that the £2,450 be paid out against the five applications that have been 
submitted and the final grant application be brought to a future meeting. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
It was reported that the date and time of the next meeting was Monday 13th December at 
7.15pm. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:55 
 
Signed:............................................................... Dated:............................................... 
 


