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ASHTON HAYES and HORTON-cum-PEEL  
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING at 7.15pm 

Monday 13th September 2021 at Ashton Hayes Parish Rooms  
 

MINUTES 
 
Present: Cllr I Dossett – Chairperson 

Cllr P Varey 
Cllr B Craven 
Cllr Lutton 

Cllr J Colville (virtually, as self-isolating) 
Cllr Whitelock-Wainwright 
Cllr Kinsey 
 

   
Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey Members of the public: 0 

 
APOLOGIES  
Apologies were received from Cllr Rounthwaite, Cllr Pilott and Cllr Deynem. 
It was also reported that Cllr Farrall had resigned as a Parish Councillor, the Parish Council 
thanked her for all of her work over the past two years. 
 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  
Cllr Varey declared a pecuniary interest in the Flood Relief Grant Fund and undertook to leave the 
meeting during discussions in relation to this issue. 
Cllr Whitelock-Wainwright declared a disclosable interest in relation to any matters regarding to 
the Golden Lion due to him representing the Parish Council on the action group. 
Cllr Lutton declared a disclosable interest in relation to any matters regarding the Ashton Hayes 
Primary School due to him being a Governor, he undertook not to vote on matters relating to the 
Primary School. 
Cllr Colville declared a disclosable interest in relation to any matters regarding the AHSRA due to 
her being a Trustee of AHSRA, she undertook not to vote on matters relating to AHSRA. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
It was reported that the following communication from residents had been received since the last 
meeting: 
 
A resident had requested that the condition of the hedges at Old Farm Cottage be reviewed, as 
the walk along the footpath between Peel Crescent and West End was difficult.  It was confirmed 
that the resident had been contacted and this matter has now been resolved.  
 
Two residents had sought clarification as whether permission had been sought from CWaC for the 
large hand painted sign at the junction with the main road, on CWaC land.  A resident had also 
requested that the 2 large signs on the entrance to the gate into the new dog agility business be 
removed due them not being in keeping with the village ambiance.  It was reported that the 
owner of the field had been contacted and had since removed the sign on CWaC land, however 
the signs on their own private land are up to the landowner. 
 
A resident had emailed to ask who the winners of the Scarecrow Trail were, it was confirmed that 
this was put on the website at the end of the judging period on or around 26th July. 
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A resident had highlighted concerns around speeding down Peel Hall Lane, it was confirmed that 
Cllr Rounthwaite had identified an area for use of the SID Machine on Peel Hall Lane and is 
waiting for CWaC to assess and confirm its deployment. 
 
A resident reported that the flooding that took place on Thursday 9th September around his house, 
didn't come from Gonger Lane. The back of his house was nearly flooded again but fortunately 
the rain stopped before this happened. He raised concern about the amount of water that had hit 
Gonger Lane and questioned if the drainage was sufficient enough to manage the water. The 
resident also advised that he was in the process of ordering airbrick protectors to be 
manufactured.  He had also arranged for Dynorod to visit to undertake a drain survey and 
clearance of his drains. He sought help from the Parish Council in relation to the bigger issue of 
getting water away from houses. 
 
A further resident emailed asking for someone to visit and carry out investigations regards to the 
drainage on Gongar Lane, he reported that it had flooded again and was very close to getting into 
houses. Cllr Varey confirmed that all of the flooding related reports had been passed onto CWaC 
and were being taken into account during their investigations. 
 
Cllr Varey reported upon a resident who had complained about dog fouling outside their house. 
One of the dog fouling signs has now been erected near the house and CWaC were contacted to 
remove the fouling and to investigate. 
 
Cllr Craven reported overhanging hedges on Church Road along from Ty Celyn in the direction of 
the Golden Lion that were causing tall people to have to dip down due to the canopy of the 
hedges overhanging. Cllr. Dossett has spoken with the property owners. 
 
Cllr Kinsey raised concern about a car parking on the main road, by the houses opposite the 
Playing Field. He was concerned that the car, which was parked on the footpath, could cause an 
accident.  It was confirmed that this is not illegal at the moment and can only be raised with 
highways if it is causing an obstruction.  It was suggested to monitor this.  
 
Cllr Varey reported that the roadway repairs carried out on Grange Road following the damage 
caused by storm Christoph had failed. He reported the failure to CWaC, who have again repaired 
the roadway.  Cllr Varey thanked Andy Coward from CWaC for assisting with this. 
 
EXTERNAL MATTERS 
Local Plan Conversation – it was confirmed that Ashton Hayes and Horton cum Peel have 
responded to this.  Cllr Dossett reported that following the Parish Council’s response he has 
spoken with CWaC and a potential area has been identified for planting with wildflowers (opposite 
the school), ACTION: Cllr Dossett to explore the planting of Wildflowers with the support of Cllr 
Deynem. 
 
Environmental Strategies Consultation Update – it was confirmed that a response has been 
submitted. 
 
Flood Management Awareness and Community Resilience Plans – Cllr Varey and Cllr Colville 
confirmed that they would be attending this event which takes place on Monday 20th September. 
 
Local Nature Recovery Strategy – Cllr Dossett reported upon a recent Nature Recovery Strategy 
that NALC were leading. He undertook to review and report back to the next meeting. 
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ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.    
RESOLVED 21/035 – the Chairman signed the minutes as a true and correct record of the 
meeting held on 12th July 2021. 
 
ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING 
Action List updates, not otherwise included on the Agenda: 
 
Brines Brow – CWaC have now confirmed they will only pay for replacing the missing sign with a 
modern sign. If the Parish Council want the same ‘finger’ design as was originally there, then they 
would have to fund it, however, advice from CWaC was that if it were replaced with a like for like 
then chances are it would be stolen again.  It was agreed a modern sign would be acceptable.  
 
Change of Name to “Ashton Hayes” by Royal Mail – it was confirmed that this was being 
progressed with Royal Mail.  
 
Timebank walking guides – Cllr Craven has spoken to Philip Goodall, she undertook to chase again 
in a month or two. 
 
Management of Brines Brow – Cllr Craven to speak to Cllr Deynem with regards to the 
Management of the picnic area. 
 
Completed actions since the last meeting were as follows: 

 Approve all invoices for payment since last meeting. 
 Send email to the Scouts thanking them for the work they had undertaken in clearing the 

footpath. Still awaiting feedback on how to reward the Scouts. 
 Delamere Road Hedges have been put on the spreadsheet. 
 Provide application details to Cllr Colville and Varey for 21/02106/FUL – Old Farm Cottage. 
 Overgrown hedge on Main Road Opposite Nursery – escalate to CWaC and respond to 

resident. Subsequently this has been cut via Jack from Ashton House Nursery. The PC 
would like to record our thanks for this.  

 Portable Garage Repair Activity – Peel Hall Lane. Closed as appears to have been just a 
transient activity. 

 Report to CWaC – Pentre Lane to Church Road Footpath. Hedge cut by a resident after 
discussion with PC. 

 Report to CWaC – bin at Delamere Road Layby – this had been emptied. 
 Report to CWaC – Dog Bin at bottom of Peel Hall Lane. The bin has been emptied and the 

waste under the bin cleared. 
 Collapsed drain behind Gongar Lane –residents have been leafletted and sought 

information collected. 
 Put general External Matters as an agenda item on future agendas.  

 
PLANNING 
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 31st August 2021.  
 
It was reported that the following planning application results have been received from CWaC:  
 

 21/01410/FUL – Fox Croft, Pentre Lane – Demolition of existing conservatory – 
Approved 

 21/01750/FUL – 65 Peel Crescent, Ashton Hayes – Single Storey rear extension - 
Approved 
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It was reported that the following planning applications had been received for consultation since 
the last meeting: 
 

 21/03031/FUL – 6 Whitegate Lane, Ashton Hayes, Chester CH3 8DF – Dormer 
additions to the roof, removal of chimneys with replacement flue and alteration to 
facing materials – ACTION: let CWaC know that we are not able to contact the 
residents and ask for an extension.  

 21/03015/FUL – Ashton Grange Cottage, Grange Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8AE – 
Alterations to existing outbuilding to form guest accommodation and home office. It 
was confirmed that the Parish Council had requested an extension to the 
consultation period for this application due to not being able to visit the site within 
the current consultation period.  
 

It was reported that the following responses had been submitted to CWaC since the last meeting: 
 

 21/02106/FUL – Old Farm Cottage, West End, Ashton Hayes CH3 8DG – Relocate shed 
and erection of a garden building/art studio, creation of hardstanding to the front of the 
property for the parking of 2 cars – the Parish Council Supported this application. 

 21/02958/FUL – Squirrel Chase, 8 Dunns Lane, Ashton Hayes CH3 8AE – Proposed 
single-storey rear extension together with ground and first floor extension – the Parish 
Council submitted a Neutral response to the application. 

 21/02024/FUL – Daisy Bank, Church Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8AB – replace single 
glazed wood windows with double glazed UPVC wood effect/design windows, no colour 
change, flush sash design windows being installed to match existing design – the Parish 
Council Supported this application.  

 21/03672/TPO - 4 Dunns Lane Ashton Hayes Chester Cheshire CH3 8BU - Oak: Reduce 
height of oak tree to enhance shape and appearance. Top of oak tree has out grown 
proper shape, reducing the top section will balance tree and increase amenity value and 
appearance – the Parish Council Supported this application.  

 
ACCOUNTS 
Cashbook  
RESOLVED 21/036 that the YTD Cashbook and Out-turn documents dated 31st August 2021 be 
approved. 
 
Cllr Dossett highlighted that the Parish Council should be aware that if the income & expenditure 
for 2021-2022 goes above £25,000, it will mean that an External Audit will be required next year 
along with the associated costs. 
 
RESOLVED 21/037 that the council accept the income presented to the meeting for approval as 
set out below: 
Bank Interest £1.12 
J Colville £10.00 
Parish Rooms – Increase in Insurance Charges £212.60 
 
RESOLVED 21/038 that the council accept the expenditure presented to the meeting for 
approval as set out below: 
 
To whom paid Details Amount 
Clerk’s Salary Tax Point 5 £546.33 
Clerk’s Salary Tax Point 6 £546.33 
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Clerk’s Expenses  £96.89 
Autela Payroll Services Payroll for Q2 £53.56 
PKF LittleJohn External Audit £240.00 
P Varey Correx Signs Printed for Dog Fouling £40.01 
Heather Yarwood Traybakes for Litter picking Event £40.00 

 
Bank Reconciliation 
RESOLVED 21/039 that Cllr Lutton sign the Bank Reconciliation and Bank Statements on behalf 
of the Parish Council as a true and correct record.  
 
AGAR Update 
It was reported that PKF Littlejohn had responded to the Parish Council’s External Audit 
submission requesting clarification in certain areas, these included: 
 

 Section 2, Box 3: the variance from the prior year for this box is £6987 which is above 15% - the 
variances explained add up to £4905. Please could you explain the remaining £2082 – an amended 
explanation of variances has been provided to PKF Littlejohn. 
 

 Section 2, Box 6: the variance from the prior year for this box is £4407 which is above 15% - the 
variances explained add up to £6089. The variation has been over explained and the additional £1682 
accounts for a variance which is still above 15%. Please could you further explain this – an amended 
explanation of variances has been provided to PKF Littlejohn. 

 
 Section 2, Box 7: the total reserves figure is more than twice Box 2, please provide a breakdown of 

reserves held at the year end, including any earmarked/ring fenced amounts – a breakdown of reserves 
held at the end of the years has been provided to PKF Littlejohn. 

 
 Section 2, Box 9: the total fixed assets have increased by £6,450 from the prior year – please could you 

confirm that this relates to the Grants and Projects for 2020-21 in the Box 6 explanation. If not, please 
could you provide an alternative explanation for the increase in assets - this was due to the value being 
calculated incorrectly and reported incorrectly for 2019-20 therefore PKF Littlejohn requested that 
Section 2 of the AGAR report be amended and initialled by the Clerk and the Vice-Chairman. 
 

 The minute reference for Section 1 is 21/006, the minute reference for Section 2 is 21/005. Based on 
these references, it would appear Section 1 has been approved after Section 2, which would warrant an 
except for matter in our report. Please could you confirm whether Section 1 was approved before or after 
Section 2 and provide the relevant minutes to support this – It was confirmed that Section 1 was 
approved before Section 2 and the minutes of the meeting were provided to prove this. 
 

 Annual Internal Audit Report: Internal control objective K has been selected as Not Covered. As the 
authority was exempt in the prior year, we would expect a Yes or No response in this box. Please could 
you clarify with the internal auditor whether this test was covered – the Internal Auditor was contacted 
and he confirmed that Yes should have been completed for objective K 

 
It was therefore reported that following these amendments we have now received the External 
Auditor’s report and Certificate for 2020-21 and the Notice of Conclusion of Audit has been 
advertised on the noticeboard and website for residents to review.  
 
Parish Rooms 
Following the Parish Room’s Trustee’s meeting it was RESOLVED 21/040 to approve the request 
for the Clerk to have a Debit Card for the Parish Room’s Account.  
 
ACTION: Clerk to check that the Financial Regulations allow for a Bank Card. 
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SLCC Cheshire Branch Conference 
It was approved for the Clerk to attend the SLCC Cheshire Branch Conference on Wednesday 29th 
September at a cost of £30. 
 
GOLDEN LION 
Cllr Whitelock-Wainwright confirmed that the Golden Lion Community Hub Committee have had 
productive meetings with CWaC representatives, and they are collectively moving towards an 
agreed way forward for the acquisition of the Golden Lion.  
 
They are currently obtaining up to date valuations of the property, considering the building’s 
deterioration and changes in the hospitality market.  Once they have received the valuations, they 
will be able to put in a realistic offer before the moratorium ends in November.  They have 
recently applied to the new Community Ownership Fund managed by Central Government and 
hope to hear if they have been successful within the next couple of months, following this they 
will re-launch the Community Share Offer. 
 
HIGHWAYS 
Traffic Issues - Nothing reported at the meeting 
 
Speed Limits on B5393 - Cllr Rounthwaite is chasing up, CWaC have a process to go through – if it 
can’t be justified on their criteria then it would need to be funded 50% wise by Parish Councils.  
ACTION: Cllr Rounthwaite to review response.  
 
SID Machine – It was reported that Cllr Rounthwaite is waiting on a response from the CWaC 
Traffic Engineer with regards to approving the proposed location for the SID on Peel Hall Lane.  
 
COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
Bridging the Gap –Cllr Colville confirmed the rates of Covid are rising fast in CWaC.  The 
Community Shop will respond appropriately as more local cases occur and as more people have to 
isolate. However as far as Bridging the Gap activity is concerned there is virtually none now   
ACTION: remove from the agenda. 
 
Resilience Emergency Plan – this is an ongoing piece of work; Cllr Colville needs to merge the 
work that has been carried out so far, with the template provided by CWaC.  Once this has been 
completed, the revised Resilience Plan should be well underway.   
 
Scarecrow Trail – Cllr Varey reported that the results were published on the website and there is 
an article going in Around Ashton.  ACTION:  Cllr Varey requested that the Parish Council 
consider whether a trophy plate could be purchased so allow the winners to have their names 
engraved – consider for the future, the Scarecrow Trail will take place bi-annually.  
 
Cheshire West Crowd - Cllr Varey reported upon a Grant Application he and Cllr Colville had 
drafted to rejuvenate the local environment within Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel, as over 
the last 18 months the local environment has deteriorated dramatically due to CWaC staff being 
furloughed or moved to other roles during the pandemic.  It was RESOLVED 20/041 to 
advertise this project with the objective of seeking £2,947.31 by means of Crowd Funding, 
hopefully with the support of CWaC also making a donation.  
 
Cllr Varey hoped that the verification process would be completed soon.  He reported that he was 
waiting on feedback from CWaC.  Cllr Varey confirmed that if the total fund was not realised then 
the project would not proceed.   
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
Dog Fouling Consultation Feedback 
Cllr Varey reported that additional signs have now been purchased and put up around the village.  
An article is going in Around Ashton.  Cllr Varey reported that following the competition that was 
carried out with the Primary School, the whole school met outside and Cllr Varey & Cllr Colville 
presented the prizes to the winners.  
It was reported that positive comments from residents had been received and it was reported that 
there seemed to be less dog mess around.  Cllr Varey sought ideas for other locations where signs 
could be put up.   
 
Footpaths around the village 
Peter Atkinson at CWaC has asked that we highlight to residents where there were unofficial 
footpaths – CWaC have provided a map highlighting in pink the official footpaths and a dotted 
blue line highlighting footpaths that are being used but are not official.   ACTION: Cllr Varey 
reported that an article will be included in Around Ashton regarding unofficial footpaths that are 
being used.   
 
Hedges Update 
Cllr Dossett reported that on the list of hedge issues produced earlier in the year. This was of 
hedges causing an obstruction and that required cutting back. A number of these have now been 
dealt with various degrees of success.  Cllr Dossett reported that he was going to undertake a 
walk around the village and then report back to the Parish Council and CWaC with any areas that 
were still a concern.  
ACTION: An article in Around Ashton will be sent out, and Cllr Dossett undertook to update the 
spreadsheet list. 
 
Woodland and Hedgerow Update 
Cllr Dossett reported upon four possible sites that the Parish Council and landowners had 
identified for planting woodland. CWaC are now liaising directly with three landowners of the sites. 
 
Cllr Dossett reported that CWaC are also now running a scheme that encourages the replanting of 
hedgerows. 
 
Community Clean Up  
Cllr Varey reported the date for the next Community Clean Up to be 23rd October.  This will be 
advertised in Around Ashton and on NextDoor. Cllr Colville to inform Pavilion Café and to organise 
refreshments 
ACTION: Clerk to order Litter Picking Equipment  
 
AROUND ASHTON 
Cllr Colville confirmed that the next issue will be circulated in September 2021.  Items for inclusion 
were: 
 
Speed Watch 
Hedges 
Wildflower update 
Woodland Scheme 
Scarecrow Trail 
Dog Fouling 
Environmental Improvement Project 
Community Clean Up 

Drain Investigation Work 
Flood Fund 
CWaC Footpaths article 
Royal Mail Update 
Thank you from the Parish Council to the 
Community Shop for donating to 5 local 
organisations 
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PART 2 

 
FLOOD RELIEF UPDATE 
Cllr Varey reported upon the Flood Investigation Work that CWaC have undertaken, including 
CCTV surveying of the drains.  A group of Parish Councillors recently met with CWaC and went 
through all investigative work they had undertaken and the proposed actions to mitigate against it 
in the future. 
 
CWaC will be providing the full list of proposed works as soon as they are finalised.   
 
Near the junction of Pentre Lane/Church Road there is a stretch of pipe they could not assess due 
to other utilities attending the site at the same time and they were looking to go back when they 
are able to review this section.  
 
It was also reported that there was water coming off the newly installed pond at the nursery and 
CWaC needed to check if this was permitted. 
  
Additionally, it was reported that there was an abandoned culvert that runs along the back of 
residents’ gardens in The Meadows/Gongar Lane which in some areas was defective – CWaC are 
continuing the investigation work.  
 
It was reported that during storm Christoph water was coming off farm land into Pentre Close 
causing a wall to collapse. Investigations have revealed that prior to the houses being built the 
contractor had installed a small pipe in the bottom of the existing drainage ditch that is felt to not 
be large enough for the amount of water coming off the fields. However, it was confirmed that 
this is not CWaC’s liability as the pipe/drain is not an official one. 
 
Cllr Dossett reported upon the recent heavy rain that was experienced on 9th September.  The 
United Utilities pumping station next to the scout hut could not cope and was releasing sewage 
into the brook again, which Cllr Dossett reported to United Utilities.  Cllr Dossett has had a report 
back today from United Utilities to say that they have may have found a blockage further down 
which they are looking to clear. 
 
Cllr Dossett reported that the Meadows was flooded in September by large volumes of water 
coming from Church Road and additionally from Gongar Lane (off the fields).  This could be due 
to field land drains draining into the main surface water drains.  Several drains were also observed 
to be blocked 
 
ACTION: Ty Ceyln dropped curb needs to be replaced to stop the water going into the property 
to avoid the property flooding.  
 
Cllr Varey left the meeting.  
 
Cllr Colville reported upon the Stage 2 of the grant application process.  
Stage 1 – To date 5 grant payments have been made of £1,000 from the Flood Relief fund 
Stage 2 – This will be to encourage and support residents in the affected area where flooding 
threatened their property but did not necessarily cause damage. The intent is to invest in 
appropriate preventative measures. 
ACTION: Pull together the Information Packs that will be made available to those requesting 
support at this stage  
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The Parish Council have asked the funding sub-group to manage this stage and report back to the 
Parish Council   
Stage 3 – after all investigations and the above have taken place, review what flood resilience 
Community Project might be planned and funded depending on what remains of the Flood Relief 
Fund after Stage 2  
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
It was reported that the date and time of the next meeting was Monday 11th October at 7.15pm. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:35 
 
Signed:............................................................... Dated:............................................... 
 
 


