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ASHTON HAYES and HORTON-cum-PEEL  
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING at 7.15pm 
Monday 12th July 2021 at Ashton Hayes Primary School  

 

MINUTES 
 
Present: Cllr I Dossett – Chairperson 

Cllr P Varey 
Cllr Rounthwaite 
Cllr B Craven 

Cllr J Colville 
Cllr Whitelock-Wainwright 
Cllr Kinsey 
Cllr Pilott (virtually) 

   
Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey Members of the public: 0 

 
APOLOGIES  
Apologies were received from Cllr Lutton, Cllr Farrall, & Cllr Deynem. 
 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  
 
Cllr Varey declared a pecuniary interest in the Flood Relief Grant Applications and undertook to 
leave the meeting during discussions in relation to this issue. 
Cllr Colville declared a non-pecuniary interest due to sitting on the Ashton Hayes Sports and 
Recreations Association Board she undertook not to vote on any issues. 
Cllr Rounthwaite declared an interest in relation to Ashton Lane Junction with the A51 due to 
several incidents involving people he knows.  
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Footpath between Peel Crescent and West End - A resident had reported to the Parish Council that 
it is becoming increasingly difficult to walk along the footpath that runs between Peel Crescent 
and West End, Ashton Hayes. This is due to the lack of maintenance of the boundary hedge 
belonging to Old Farm Cottage. He would be grateful if the council could deal with this problem on 
behalf of the local community.  
ACTIONED: The owner of the hedge has been contacted and has confirmed that the hedge will 
be cut as soon as the nesting birds have fledged. 
 
Giant Hogweed - A resident had contacted the Parish Council regarding a giant hogweed in what 
he believed to be the garden of the Parish Rooms on West End. It is very tall and can be clearly 
seen from the footpath by The Old Farm.  It was confirmed that this garden did not belong to the 
Parish Council,  
ACTIONED: Cllr Dossett had contacted the resident and the resident has since agreed to remove 
the Hogweed. 
 
Portable Garage Repair Activity - A resident reported over the past couple of days that there 
seemed to be a portable garage repair shop in place on Peel Hall Lane. Parish Councillors 
confirmed they had also noticed work being undertaken on a vehicle and it was agreed that they 
would monitor the situation. 
ACTION:  monitor and report back to next meeting 
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Overgrown hedge on main road opposite the Nursery – the problem is a lot worse than when 
originally reported to CWaC.  Cllr Varey has escalated this with CWaC and is awaiting a response. 
ACTION: Respond to resident that the Parish Council is aware of this problem, it was originally 
reported to CWaC, the Parish Council have now escalated the problem to CWaC and will monitor 
it.   
 
Pentre Lane junction with Church Road – the bushes have now grown so large that you have to 
step into the road to get a view of approaching traffic and there are a lot of children crossing this 
road to get to school. 
ACTION:  report to CWaC 
 
Bin on layby on Delamere Road overflowing – ACTION: clerk to report it.  
 
Brines Brow Picnic Area - Cllr Craven highlighted that she has recently spoken to CWaC regarding 
ownership of the Brines Brow picnic area. CWaC have confirmed that this is common Land and 
remains unregistered – however Cllr Craven recalls Cheshire County Council made the changes by 
putting in barriers and picnic tables.  
ACTION: Cllr Craven to contact Cllr Deynem regarding this matter.  
 
Hedges on Delamere Road – Cllr Craven reported that CWaC have confirmed that they have 
assessed the area and believe no action needs to be undertaken.   
ACTION: Cllr Dossett to add this to the hedges list to follow up in September.  
 
Overgrown Hedges - Cllr Whitelock-Wainwright raised concern that the hedges on the footpath 
from Ashton Lane on the left-hand side towards the Kelsall turn-off are very overgrown. It was 
confirmed that this would not be cut by CWaC until the autumn.  
 
Overgrown Footpath - Cllr Rounthwaite reported that the footpath at the top end of Dunns Lane 
towards the Nursery was very overgrown.  Cllr Varey confirmed that this was not an official 
footpath.  
ACTION: Cllr Rounthwaite to report to resident about the footpath at top end of Dunns Lane not 
being a public footpath. 
 
Footpaths around Ashton – Cllr Varey confirmed that he had contacted CWaC with regards to 
several footpaths being overgrown and collapsed badger sets along one of the footpaths being 
almost impossible to see which could cause a hazard whilst walking. CWaC have cut back all the 
reported footpaths and are looking at ways to improve the safety of the collapsed badger sets. 
ACTION: Cllr Varey will liaise with CWaC and Cllr Kinsey with regards to possible resolutions.  
Cllr Kinsey declared an interest in issues relating to footpaths on farmer’s land.  
 
CCTV Surveying of Drains - Cllr Varey reported in relation to the flooding investigation work that 
has been carried out following the storms earlier in the year. CWaC have identified a drain running 
along the back gardens of Gongar Lane (The Meadows) that has collapsed and is in such poor 
condition that they were not able to get camera’s down to assess it.  CWaC have asked if the 
Parish Council could assist with communicating with residents along Gongar Lane to see if anyone 
has a manhole within their garden so that CWaC could get access to review the drain. 
ACTION: Cllr Varey to write and deliver a letter to the residents on Gongar Lane asking for 
information. 
 
Town and Parish Connections Event: Local Plan Conversation 2021 15th July at 6pm  
ACTION: Cllr Dossett undertook to represent that Parish Council at this meeting.  
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Town and Parish Connections Event: Cheshire Archives a Story Shared 7th July at 6pm  it was 
reported that the clerk had attended this event which had highlighted the opportunity for Parish 
Council’s to archive their paperwork - it was confirmed that Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel 
Parish Council have archived their work in the past.  
 
ACTION: It was requested that External Matters be added to future Agendas.  
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.    
RESOLVED 21/028 – the Chairman signed the minutes as a true and correct record of the 
meeting held on 22nd June 2021. 
 
ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING 
Action List Updates not otherwise on the Agenda: 
 
Registration of Parish Rooms  
Cllr Pilott confirmed that she had reviewed the registration of the Parish Rooms, and due to the 
current delay in the registration process, she advised that there would be no benefit currently for 
the Parish Council to proceed with the registration process.    
 
The property has a covenant on it which says that the building and proceeds of the building would 
need to be used for the benefit of the community.  The Parish Council would probably need to 
take out an indemnity policy before any sale.   
 
Cllr Craven reported that in her experience it was important to have the building registered as 
when the Church came to sell the Village Hall they were advised that they needed to have the 
property registered in order to proceed with the sale.   
ACTION:  not to go ahead with the registration at this time.  
ACTION: Cllr Pilott to seek quote for an Indemnity Policy against the covenant.  
 
Completed actions since the last meeting were as follows: 

 Approve all invoices for payment since last meeting. 
 Process the subscription for Community Buildings Membership for Cheshire Community 

Action. 
 Purchase additional RAM for Laptop & Install. 
 Chase Insurance company re clarification of the excess for the Parish rooms. 
 Scouts village clean-up – recognition for Scout Group was agreed – the Scouts have 

confirmed that they would really appreciate some woodworking tools for the Scouts to use 
– waiting to hear back regarding this.  

 21/02023/CAT - response submitted. 
 21/02194/FUL - application reviewed and response submitted. 
 Enforcement issues reported - Tarvin Sands - Cllr Dossett has sought  CWaC Planning 

Department guidance re what should be done re potential outstanding enforcement items. 
 Enforcement issues reported - Grange Road - Cllr Craven has reported and received an 

acknowledgement. 
 Cllr Craven confirmed she had spoken with Timebank to see if they would be willing to put 

a walking guide together, which could go in Around Ashton. 
 Cllr Rounthwaite to chase the replacement sign on Duck Lane. 
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PLANNING 
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 26th May 2021.  
 
It was reported that the following planning application results have been received from CWaC:  
 

 21/01703/FUL – Ashton Hayes County Primary School – Single Storey Extension to 
existing toilets – approved. 

 20/04816/FUL – 2 Peel Hall Park, Peel Hall Lane – installation of air source heat pump – 
approved. 

 
It was reported that the following planning applications had been received for consultation since 
the last meeting: 
 

 21/02106/FUL – Old Farm Cottage, West End, Ashton Hayes CH3 8DG – Relocate shed 
and erection of a garden building/art studio, creation of hardstanding to the front of the 
property for the parking of 2 cars, addition of picket fence and removal of existing 
paving from front garden and replace with a wildlife garden.  Cllr Varey and Cllr Colville 
to review.  

 
It was reported that the following responses had been submitted to CWaC since the last meeting: 
 

 21/02023/CAT Daisy Bank, Church Road, CH3 8AB – Fell Cyprus tree and replace with 
flowering cherry – the Parish Council supported this application. 

 21/02194/FUL – Timadon, Delamere Road, Ashton Hayes, Chester CH3 8AH - Erection 
of oak framed garage / carport to house electric charging point - retrospective - The 
Parish Council submitted a neutral response to this application.  

 
21/02206/FUL - Sleepers Croft – it was reported that the Parish Council did not consider this 
application sits within either Ashton Hayes or Norley PC’s and have forwarded this to Manley 
Parish Council.  
 
Enforcement 
 Tarvin Sands Public Right of way - Cllr Dossett has spoken to the footpath department within 

CWaC regarding this planning application and as requested by them has forwarded the Parish 
Council’s comments as per those included in the wider approved planning application to them. 

 Tarvin Sands planning concerns - CWaC planning askeded that the planning anomalies noted 
in the PC response supporting the recent planning application response, be reported to CWaC 
enforcement. 

ACTION: Cllr Dossett to raise an enforcement ticket with CWaC on behalf of the PC 
 
 Knightswood – it was reported that an additional structure has appeared on the field and 

drilling rigs appeared on the site.  This has been reported to CWaC enforcement along with 
concerns re previous planning consent conditions that have not been met. 

 
ACCOUNTS 
Cashbook  
RESOLVED 21/029 that the YTD Cashbook and Out-turn documents dated 2nd July 2021 be 
approved. 
 
RESOLVED 21/030 that the council accept the expenditure presented to the meeting for 
approval as set out below: 
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To whom paid Details Amount 
Clerk’s Salary Tax Point 4 £546.33 
Autela Payroll Services Payroll for Q1 £71.40 
Clerk’s Expenses Expenses for June £149.46 
WTTB Dog Fouling Signs £37.90 
Applicant  Flood Relief Grant £1,000.00 
Applicant  Flood Relief Grant £1,000.00 
Applicant  Flood Relief Grant £1,000.00 
Applicant  Flood Relief Grant £1,000.00 
Applicant  Flood Relief Grant £1,000.00 
Parish Rooms Quarterly Room Hire £45.00 
Ashton Hayes Primary School Hire of Outdoor Classroom £45.00 
Ashton Hayes Primary School Supplementary copies for Around Ashton £102.80 
AHSRA Annual Grant £2,000.00 
Came and Co Parish Rooms Insurance Increase £240.25 

 
Parish Rooms Insurance 
It was RESOLVED 21/031 to pay the additional £240.25 towards the building insurance for the 
Parish Rooms due to the increase in the reinstatement value of the Parish Rooms.  It was also 
agreed to explore alternative insurance quotes for 2022. 
ACTION: Clerk to explore insurance quotes in March 2022. 
 
Clerk Training 
RESOLVED 21/032 – to pay for the Clerk to undertake GDPR training at a cost of £30 + VAT. 
 
Dog Fouling Posters 
RESOLVED 21/033 – that the Parish Council purchase 6 posters (2 of each design) on Correx 
Board at a cost of no more than £36.00 that have been designed by students at Ashton Hayes 
Primary School.  
 
GOLDEN LION 
It was reported that following the registration of the Golden Lion as an Asset of Community Value 
the landowner has now appealed this decision.  
In addition, the Landowner has now decided to auction off the property.  However, when the 
Golden Lion Community Hub Committee tried to arrange a viewing, this was declined by the 
owner unless they could demonstrate a minimum cash available in the bank of £400,000. This has 
been escalated to CWaC as unreasonable behaviour. 
It was confirmed that the compulsory purchase process is still being considered by CWaC.  
 
HIGHWAYS 
Traffic Issues 
Cllr Rounthwaite reported he is still waiting for the results of the speed studies around the village 
carried out by CWaC.   
 
Speed Limits on B5393 
The speed limits on the B5393 letter has been amended and now has approval from all four Parish 
Councils to send to the Ward Councillor.   
 
SID Machine 
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Cllr Rounthwaite confirmed that he had received positive feedback following the installation of the 
SID machine in the village.  Cllr Rounthwaite now undertook to download the data and bring back 
to the September.  
 
COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
Bridging the Gap  
Information has been circulated regarding the increased COVID rates within the Cheshire West 
area.  
 
Community Resilience Plan  
This is on-going with nothing to update at this meeting. 
 
Scarecrow Trail  
Cllr Varey reported that the Scarecrow Trail goes live on the weekend of 17th July. There are 21 
entries in all.  Judges will be viewing the entries over the following week and will announce the 
winners on 25th July.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
Dog Fouling Consultation Feedback 
Cllr Varey reported that following a competition at the Primary School to design a poster that 
three winners had been selected and their entries will be printed onto A3 Corrugated Plastic 
boards for use around the village.  Cllr Varey reported that the winner was from Year 5, second 
place went to a child from Year 1 and third place went to a child from Year 4. 
 
ACTION: The undergrowth underneath the dog bin at the bottom of Peel Lane (near Scout hut) 
has recently been strimmed, revealing discarded poo bags on the ground. These need clearing.  
 
PARISH COUNCIL LOGO  
RESOLVED 21/034 to approve the proposed Parish Council Logo for use on website, leaflets 
and all correspondence.  
 
AROUND ASHTON 
Cllr Colville confirmed that the next issue will be circulated in September 2021.  Items for inclusion 
were: 

 Dog Fouling Signs 
 Scarecrow Results 
 SID Machine progress report 
 Flood Fund Update 
 Woodlands 
 Hedges 

 
Cllr Varey left the meeting.  
 

PART 2 
 
FLOOD RELIEF UPDATE 
The flood fund [£9,501] has been used [in part] to date to meet the requests of 5 of 7 applicants 
all of whom had damage or loss to their properties during the January flood and all of whom met 
the criteria previously established. A cap of £1,000 had been agreed and applied in advance. 
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It was reported that one applicant had their grant application turned down as they decided not to 
approach their insurance which was a requirement of application. The applicant had subsequently 
written to state they were not happy with the decision. 
 
The remaining application had been taken forward for consideration at the next stage of the 
process. 
 
The Flood Relief Committee had proposed and the Parish Council had agreed at its June meeting 
that the remaining fund [£4,501] be used to meet the requests of a second tranche of applicants 
who would be seeking to invest as individuals in flood relief and prevention measures. Those 
eligible to apply for funding would be from the recognised areas vulnerable to local flooding but 
would not include those who had already received payment from the fund.  An invitation will 
shortly go onto the website and NextDoor/Facebook inviting applications for this second stage.  
The Flood Fund Committee will be engaged in this second stage of the process, led by Cllr Colville 
and supported by the Clerk to the Parish Council. It is proposed that a cap of £500 be applied to 
this second stage of flood fund payments. Relevant Government guidance information will be 
made available to applicants. 
 
Following the consideration of the applications and decisions made should any funds remain they 
will be used along with the amount [£2,000] committed by the Ashton Hayes and Horton cum Peel 
Parish Council to a community scheme[s] which focusses on the prevention and mitigation of 
floods. It is proposed that Cllr Dossett leads on this final piece of action and considers use of the 
offers made by the CEC, CWaC and Chester University etc. of advice and information to inform the 
project. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
It was reported that the date and time of the next meeting was Monday 13th September at 
7.15pm. 
 
The meeting closed at 20:54 
 
Signed:............................................................... Dated:............................................... 
 
 


