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ASHTON HAYES and HORTON-cum-PEEL  
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday 12th April 2021 at 7.15pm, Virtual Meeting via Zoom.  
 

MINUTES 
 
Present: Cllr I Dossett – Chairperson 

Cllr P Varey 
Cllr B Craven 
Cllr J Lutton 

 Cllr J Colville Cllr R Kinsey 
 Cllr D Rounthwaite 

 
Cllr H Deynem (Ward Councillor) 
 

Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey Members of the public: 0 
 
APOLOGIES  
Apologies were received from Cllr S Pilott, Cllr J Whitelock-Wainwright and Cllr Deynem for the 
first part of the meeting. 
 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  
Cllr Rounthwaite declared an interest in the Ashton Lane Junction with the A51 due - due to 
several incidents involving people he knows.  
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Footpath – Cllr Varey reported that the verge encroaching on to the footway on Church Road 
opposite the Nursery had been assessed by CWaC and they were undertaking work to rectify this. 
 
Potholes – A resident had reported, since the last meeting, that the road surface of the B5393 
from the Mouldsworth boundary through to Ashton Hayes is deteriorating at an alarming rate with 
a number of large potholes.  This has been reported to CWaC and they have been to site and 
filled in a number of potholes.  
 
West End – a resident raised a concern about a property along West End where the rubbish bins 
are left out on the road permanently. This takes up a parking space.  
ACTION raise with Cheshire West Highways Department. 
 
Horses on Pavements – A resident had seen a person riding a horse along a footpath between 
Ashton & Mouldsworth and raised a concern about this and the potential hazard of horse manure 
being left on the footpath.  
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.    
RESOLVED 20/083 – the Chairman signed the minutes as a true and correct record of the 
meeting held on 8th March 2021.  
 
ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING 
Action List Update:- 
 
 Land Registration – valuation is being undertaken – on-going. 
 Heads of agreement – Cllr Varey, Cllr Dossett and Cllr Colville to discuss this further on 

Thursday 15th. 
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 Mud on pavement – Cllr Varey reported that he had met with the Scout’s organiser recently 
and some brushes and rubble bags have been provided to the Scouts – they are working 
around the area and it has been agreed that the Scouts will undertake brushing where they 
are able – partially completed/ongoing. It has been agreed that they would not undertake the 
footpath from the school down Church Road. 

 
 Change of Name to “Ashton Hayes” this is with the Royal Mail awaiting a response. 
 
 Cllr Colville has spoken to the Landowner next to Gladstone Barns regarding the agricultural 

access in relation to the dropped curb – the landowner has contacted the developer – ongoing. 
 
 Completed actions since the last meeting were as follows: 
 Approve all invoices for payment since last meeting. 
 The Parish Council had received the CWaC Schedule of Grounds Maintenance Work. 
 Loud Bangs coming from Tarvin Sands – Cllr Deynem has spoken to the owner to try to 

resolve. 
 Street Lights on Duck Lane had been reported since the last meeting  
 Cllr Rounthwaite has contacted CWaC regarding the replacement sign on Duck Lane. 
 Contact with the PCSO had been made in relation to the parking on West End, Peel Hall Lane 

and Whitegate Lane – the PCSO had confirmed that she would monitor the situation and 
contact those parking dangerously. 

 Facebook – a new site has been set up.  
 It was confirmed that the insurance company had been contacted with regards to, if the policy 

replaced old for new or like for like, but no response had been received back. 
 The payroll company had been contacted and provided with the new pay scales for the Clerk 

from 1st April 2021. 
 
PLANNING 
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 2nd April 2021.  
 
It was reported that the following planning applications had been received for consultation since 
the last meeting: 
21/00320/FUL – Tarvin Sands Café & Fishery – use of existing 8 tent pitches for siting for 16 
glamping pods including the diversion of the PROW – suggested support in principle if the area 
was cleaned up and trees were planted to make it a more pleasant footpath and the removal of 
the caravan. 
21/00824/FUL – Forest View Barn, Brines Brow Lane – Erection of Garden Studio/Office – review 
and circulate recommendations around the Parish Council. 
 
It was reported that the following responses had been submitted since the last meeting to the 
planning applications received: - 
21/00959/CAT - Land Rear of 1 Church Court - 1x field maple - to be pruned – the Parish Council 
submitted a neutral response to this application. 
21/01003/CAT - The Forge, Pentre Lane - fell one beech tree in the garden - the Parish Council 
supported this application. 
 
ACCOUNTS 
Cashbook  
RESOLVED 20/084 that the YE Cashbook and Out-turn documents dated 1st April 2021 be 
approved. 
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Cllr Dossett highlighted on the Outturn Report that the bottom line that highlights the Cash in 
bank was slightly misleading as it has been adjusted to remove the effects of the flood Relief Fund 
money to show a balance of the typical running costs of the Parish Council. 
 
RESOLVED 20/085 that the council accept the income presented to the meeting as set out 
below:- 
Contribution towards Flood Relief Fund - £25 
Contribution towards Flood Relief Fund - £1,500 
Contribution towards Flood Relief Fund – £6,085 
Police and Crime Commissioner Grant - £1,000 
Bank Interest - £0.82 
Contribution towards Flood Relief Fund - £180 
Reimbursement of Bit Defender Subscriptions - £27.76 
CWaC Ward Members Grant - £1,250 
VAT Refund - £582.80 
Contribution towards Flood Relief Fund - £250.00 
 
RESOLVED 20/086 that the council accept the expenditure presented to the meeting for 
approval as set out below: 
 
To whom paid Details Amount 
Clerk’s Salary Tax Point 1 £437.13 
Clerk’s Expenses  £29.73 
Paul Tucker Fairy Doors £750.00 
Mrs Ellis Drain Cleaning of Parish Rooms £48.00 
Autela Payroll Services Q4 Payroll Services £60.24 
CHALC  Annual Subscription £295.92 
Ashton Hayes Primary School Printing of Wildflower Flyers £39.46 
Paul Varey 10” Wooden Brush for Scouts x 3 £29.97 

 
Bank Reconciliation 
RESOLVED 20/087 – that the Parish Council confirm the bank reconciliation of cashbook and 
bank accounts dated 1st April 2021.  
 
VAT Recovery 
It was reported that the Annual VAT claim had been submitted in March and the refund received 
in of £582.80.  
 
Mobile Phone 
RESOLVED 20/088 – that the Clerk be provided with a dedicated mobile phone for Parish 
Council use and the cost be split between the Parish Council’s she works for – subject to their 
approval.  
 
HIGHWAYS 
Cllr Rounthwaite reported that on the 3rd May the Speed Monitoring survey will be undertaken 
outside the Golden Lion by CWaC – this is an action outstanding for February 2020. 
 
Cllr Rounthwaite also reported that he saw a member of CWaC who was out on Duck Lane 
assessing the road for 20mph and he spoke to him about the missing signage.  Cllr Rounthwaite 
has chased also with Mr Reeves and Mr Bateman. 
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B5393 – Cllr Rounthwaite reported on Cllr Deynem’s request to CWAC to undertake an assessment 
of the B5393 speed limits.  Following the assessment and if it was agreed, there could be potential 
costs circa £100 for new signs between Ashton & Mouldsworth and also approximately £320 from 
the main road to Ashton as it would need new 40mph signs and posts at the main road.  
 
SID Machine – Cllr Rounthwaite reported that the grants have been received and the machine has 
now been ordered from TWM at Winsford.  This machine was preferred following an assessment 
of looking at three different machines/companies.  It is expected to be able to be collected within 
the next four weeks.  
 
ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL REVIEW 2020-21 
The Annual Report and Financial Review were circulated prior to the meeting. It was RESOLVED 
20/089 subject to some changes and including items such as Bridging the Gap, Scarecrow Trail 
& Fairy Doors, Wildflowers & Communication to adopt these reports.  
 
Cllr Hugo Deynem joined the meeting. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL PROJECTS 
Facebook – Cllr Varey reported that following a meeting with the Clerk a new Facebook Page has 
been created and is now live. A link has been added to the website.  There is a generic log-on so 
that any Parish Councillor can add information. 
 
Website – it was highlighted that all parish council agendas and attachments needed to be 
included on the website subject to the Transparency Code and therefore it was requested that 
anything for inclusion on the agenda in future be submitted to the Clerk no-later than 5 days prior 
to the Parish Council Meeting.  
ACTION – update the website with information for 2020-21 – Clerk to provide to Cllr Varey 
 
COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
Bridging the Gap – Cllr Colville reported that subject to lockdown easing then a review of the 
activities that have been undertaken from the start of the pandemic would be undertaken.  
Fairy Doors are now in place and interest seems to be building and feedback is positive.  Cllr 
Colville and Cllr Varey continue to be Community Champions but the amount of information 
coming through is reducing as the numbers of those with COVID-19 falls. 
It was confirmed that deliveries by the Community Shop would be stopping from 14th April and 
they are creating a buddying system for the vulnerable in need of ongoing support with shopping. 
 
Flood Relief Fund Update – All applications have been sent out to the people on the list who the 
Parish Council understood had been affected.  In May, the Committee will be looking at the 
applications and reporting back to the Parish Council.  Cllr Dossett sought clarification if the 
funding should be for like for like replacement and not for a better solution – Cllr Colville reported 
that this would need to be considered by the Committee.  
 
Cllr Dossett also reported upon a concern he had received with regards to a resident who is 
considering erecting a fence to create a flood defence.  Planning implications need to be 
considered. Cllr Colville reported that the application process was very clear that it would not 
support an application if it would disadvantage neighbours.  
 
Cllr Varey suggested that a clarification to the procedures that have come through from planning 
and other sources be sent to applicants. 
ACTION: Cllr Varey undertook to draft a clarification document. 
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Resilience Emergency Plan – Cllr Colville reported that further work has been undertaken following 
information shared at previous meetings.  A WhatsApp group has been created.  Also further work 
with CWaC has been organised including Rob Ruddock and a colleague from Cheshire East.  They 
already have the original plan and have been advised as to how the Parish Council are going to 
restructure it. CWaC are happy with the proposed restructuring.  CWaC are going to provide 
contact emails and telephone numbers for departments in CWaC, where possible.  Once the Parish 
Council has got the plan in a draft format there will be another joint meeting.  
 
Cllr Deynem reported upon the CWaC multi-agency team review following the flooding.  The 
Group have been reviewing internal processes for CWaC, road maintenance, gully maintenance 
and the systems behind the process and how effective that is, as well as what could be improved 
moving forwards. 
 
Litter Picking - Cllr Colville reported that a date has been agreed for 29th May and a provisional 
booking of the pavilion has been made, although the building itself will not be used because of 
COVID-19 restrictions. No notification to residents has been made yet.  
ACTION – book with CWaC - 30 Volunteers – Kits gloves, bags, litter pickers.  
 
Scarecrow Trail Update – Cllr Varey reported that a poll had been conducted with residents as to 
whether a Scarecrow Trail should be organised for 2021 or whether it should be bi-annual.  It was 
agreed that a Scarecrow Trail should be organised for this year. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
Dog Fouling Consultation Feedback - Cllr Varey reported that a group of residents have agreed to 
get together and discuss the issue and what could be done.  The meeting has been set up for 15th 
April and following this an update will be provided to the Parish Council.  
 
Hedges & Footpaths around the Village- Cllr Dossett reported that Cllr Rounthwaite and Cllr 
Dossett has reviewed all the hedges in the area and the footpath access for pedestrians.  42 
hedges had been assessed as having overhanging issues, 8 properties have now been resolved, 8 
have severe issues, 20 properties have medium issues and 6 have low impact issues.   
ACTION – provide this list to CWaC for them to take action.  
 
Woodland in Cheshire Area – Cllr Dossett reported that a number of areas are being investigated 
and will be able to report further at the next meeting.  Cllr Dossett undertook to make contact 
with Mary Lavery, Green Infrastructure Officer, CWaC. 
 
Loud Bangs at Tarvin Sands Fishery – Cllr Deynem has circulated the enforcement of noise 
nuisances form for reporting such disturbances. This is a statutory requirement if residents want 
to make this level of complaint.  
Review over the next few months, but it was felt that this should be resolved now that restrictions 
have been eased.  
ACTION – monitor and review 
 
Wildflower Group – Cllr Dossett reported that the Wildflower Group are now busy recording the 
Spring flowers and they are now up to 176 different species in the area and more are still to be 
collated.  He was pleased to report that a few had not been recorded in the area before.  The 
group has been in touch with Cheshire Wildlife to record them.  Cheshire Wildlife are trying to 
encourage people to plant wildflowers in more areas and there is a conference later this week 
about this. 
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ACTIONS LIST 
 Cllr Deynem confirmed the status of his actions from the Action List earlier as follows:- 
Signs for Brines Brow – On going 
 Milestone between Ashton & Mouldsworth needs reinstating – On going 
 Closed footpath on Ashton Lane – this has now been linked as an enforcement issues with the 

bandstand and the notification has been sent to site. 
 Delamere Road – This has been reported and is on-going. 
 Gowy Ward Collaboration – internal support from CWaC to start building a web-site so 

hopefully this will move forward now – ongoing. 
 
GOLDEN LION 
Cllr Deynem reported the following re the application for the ACV – the outcome was delayed due 
to the COVID-19 lockdown.  Cllr Deynem is hoping to receive a response to this application within 
the next week.  
 
AROUND ASHTON 
Cllr Colville confirmed that the next issue will be circulated in June 2021. Potential inclusions are:- 
 

- Horse Manure on Footpaths 
- Annual Report Summary 
- Feedback from Dog Fouling Working Group 
- Footpaths and Hedges 
- Access to Around Ashton 
- Scarecrow Trail 
- Fairy Doors 

 
DATE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
It was reported that the date and time of the Annual General Meeting was Monday 10th May 2021 
at 7.15pm  
 
Proposed Parish Meeting – proposed for 22nd June at 6.00pm. 
Cllr Colville to pull a list of organisations together.  
ACTION: - email around the Parish Council to advise of the proposed date change. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:08 
 
Signed:............................................................... Dated:............................................... 


