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ASHTON HAYES and HORTON-cum-PEEL  
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday 8th February 2021 at 7.15pm, Virtual Meeting via Zoom.  
 

MINUTES 
 

Present: Cllr I Dossett – Chairperson Cllr J Whitelock-Wainwright 
 Cllr P Varey 

Cllr J Colville 
Cllr E Farrall 
Cllr B Craven 

 Cllr D Rounthwaite 
Cllr J Lutton 
Cllr S Pilott 

Cllr R Kinsey 
Cllr H Deynem (Ward Councillor) 
 

   
Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey Members of the public: 2 

 
APOLOGIES  
There were no apologies. 
 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  
Cllr Rounthwaite declared an interest in the Ashton Lane Junction with the A51 due - due to 
several incidents involving people he knows.  
Cllr Varey and Cllr Lutton both declared a non-pecuniary interest in Ashton Hayes Primary School 
and agreed not to comment or vote should an issue arise. 
Cllr Farrall declared a non-pecuniary interest in the matter relating to the loud bangs at Tarvin 
Sands due to its location in relation to her residence. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
It was reported that further complaints had been received in relation to the loud bangs being 
heard in and around the village generated by a bird scarer at Tarvin Sands.  The Parish Council 
had also received communication from residents in Tarvin and Barrow complaining about the 
noise.   
ACTION: Cllr Dossett and Clerk to respond to residents who have contacted them. 
ACTION: Cllr Deynem to liaise directly with the owner of Tarvin Sands. 
ACTION: Cllr Deynem to speak directly to Environmental Health at CW&C. 
 
It was reported that a large pothole had appeared on Ashton Lane, near the playing field. 
ACTION: Clerk to report subject to Cllr Pilott providing photographs.  
 
A dead badger was reported on the right-hand side of Ashton Lane before the Ashton Hayes 
Village sign. 
ACTION: Clerk report to CW&C. 
 
The state of the pavement from Village Hall going out of the village is covered in leaves and very 
slippery – Cllr Craven to forward pictures.  
Mud on pavement outside the Pavilion. 
ACTION: Clerk to report both footpath issues to CW&C. 
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Cllr Deynem reported that the landowner has cleared the pavement and cutback the hedge along 
Ashton Lane from the village entry sign along to Kelvin View – the Parish Council thanked the 
resident for undertaking this. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.    
RESOLVED 20/065 – the Chairman signed the minutes as a true and correct record of the 
meeting held on 11th January 2021. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES - brought forward from later in the Agenda. 
Flooding 
Cllr Varey provided a short update following the Storm and then the two guests from the 
Environment Agency were asked for their updates.  
  
David Brown from the Environment Agency shared a map with the meeting and explained what 
appeared to have happened during the storm to cause the flooding.  The culvert was free flowing 
during the time of the flooding but due to the huge volume of water and the already saturated 
ground on the hills above Shay Lane the culvert was eventually overwhelmed and the additional 
water continued above ground, following the natural line of the culvert and re-joining the brook 
behind 47 Peel Crescent. He said it was a 1 in about 60 year’s occurrence. 
 
Cllr Dossett added that wastewater was coming up out of the Pumping Station behind the scout 
hut and that United Utilities had since applied some additional temporary measures.   
 
A number of questions were posed to David from the Environment Agency as follows: 
 

1) The Parish Council asked what action could be taken to mitigate against this happening in 
the future? 

 
2) Cllr Rounthwaite asked if the intake by Shay Lane had been cleared/maintained prior to the 

flood and would that have allowed more intake of water and therefore reduced the severity 
of the flooding?  David Brown reported that his colleague had recently done a screen run 
prior to the flood and the culvert was running free. He did say that a limiting factor could 
be the size of the culvert pipe (approximately 400mm diameter). 

 
3) Cllr Dossett asked whether a hump on the road in Shay Lane on the entry to the village 

would improve the situation and encourage the water to be diverted into a pond area to 
hold the water back. Cllr Rounthwaite explained he would be concerned if a dam was 
created there could be an impact for the properties on the left-hand side of Willow Hayes.  

 
4) Cllr Pilott highlighted that the drains at Gladstone Barns were blocked and this had been 

reported prior to the flooding which would not have helped as there was nowhere for the 
water to go.   
 

5) Cllr Pilott also asked if there was any fund to make an application for having the size of the 
culvert increased. 

 
David Brown confirmed that enlarging the size of culvert to allow for more water would probably 
be cost prohibitive.  His suggested looking further upstream and see if there was a way of 
trapping the water upstream before it gets to the Shay Lane culvert and the village.  David Brown 
confirmed that the government are looking at new legislation for a land management scheme 
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where farmers are compensated if they allow water to be stored in approved locations. However, 
there is no date for when this may happen. 
 

6) Cllr Dossett requested that the Environment Agency come back with an Action Plan that 
could be shared with residents. David Brown explained that CW&C are the legal body 
tasked with investigating flooding incidents.  They will work with the EA and others but that 
the timescales are down to CW&C. 

 
Claire Nicholls reported that she works for the Environmental Resilience Team at the environment 
agency and would be happy for her details to be passed on to residents. She also provided 
information on the Flood Hub Website www.thefloodhub.co.uk – this is a one-stop shop for 
residents with help and advice on what they can do to protect themselves in their homes and who 
is responsible for everything.   
 
ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING 
Action List Update:- 
- Cllr Colville to request a meeting between AHSRA and the PC to look at the required updating 

to the Heads of Agreement between both parties 
- Delamere Road – been reported to Cllr Deynem and he has reported to CW&C and he will 

chase. 
- Name change to “Ashton Hayes” with Royal Mail – this is currently with CW&C to write to Royal 

Mail and confirm. It was out to consultation 15 years ago,  approved but never actioned  
- Primary School PTFA – they are looking to build an additional toilet block as the existing ones 

are insufficient for the numbers and given covid requirements – they need in total £20,000 to 
build the toilet block – they have £6,000 from donations and £4,000 from previous fundraising 
activities.   
 

Cllr Lutton declared an interest as a school governor. 
 
RESOLVED 20/066 to support the Primary School PTFA to a value of £2,000 subject to the PTFA 
match-funding £2,000 additional fundraising toward this project.   
 

- Knightswood – low-level lighting – this was reviewed, and it was agreed that no further action 
is required.  
 

- Dropped curb at Gladstone Barns – this was part of the planning approval given and whilst the 
plans were submitted by the developer it is the landowners responsibility and could be 
enforceable.  Cllr Colville to raise with the owner.  

 
Completed actions since the last meeting were as follows: 
 Approve all invoices for payment since last meeting. 
 Speeding in Ashton 
 Chase outstanding traffic issue with CW&C 
 Respond to residents following issues of Hedges & Footpaths being raised via web enquiry 
 Circulate a Spreadsheet for PC to populate with areas of overgrown hedges throughout the 

parish. 
 Submit Precept Request to CW&C 
 Submit Churchyard Grant Application to CW&C 
 Community Resilience Working group had had a first meeting  
 Consult with residents on the PC Specific Facebook Group 
 Post Environmental Management Strategy Consultation on Nextdoor and Facebook 
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 Survey regarding Bio-diversity and Parkland – submitted result to consultation 
 Explore next steps options for Dog Poo  
 Check with Kelsall PC re ‘Dog Fouling’ signage 
 
PLANNING 
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 30th January 2021.  
 
It was noted that the following applications had been determined since the last meeting: 
- 20/04018/FUL - 27 Brookside – Single Storey Extensions - Approved 
 
- It was reported that the following planning applications had been submitted to CW&C: 
20/04754/FUL 11 Old Hall Court - Neutral response submitted regarding this application. 
- Cllrs Colville, Varey, Dossett, Lutton and Rounthwaite declared an interest in the following 
application:  
21/00076/FUL Ashton and Mouldsworth Community Shop – submit a response in support of this 
application.  
- Cllr Dossett declared an interest in the following application:  
20/04816/FUL 2 Peel Hall Park – submit a response in support of this application – given the 
environmental benefits.  
- Cllr Rounthwaite declared an interest in the following application:  
20/04856/FUL Rose Cottage – submit a response in support of this application, but that it clearly 
states the proposed carport element is not supported as it would be outside the line of the 
adjacent buildings and would be out of character with its surroundings. 
 
ACCOUNTS 
Cashbook  
RESOLVED 20/067 that the Cashbook and Out-turn documents dated 3rd February 2021 be 
approved. 
 
RESOLVED 20/068 – that the council accept the expenditure presented to the meeting for 
approval as set out below: 
 
To whom paid Details Amount 
Clerk’s Salary Tax Point 11 £452.47 
Clerk’s Expenses  £8.72 
Ashton Hayes Parish Rooms Paint for Windows £24.00 
GoCardless Account Set-up of Account £0.01 
CHALC Training £60.00 

 
Cllr Farrall left the meeting. 
 
Bank Reconciliation 
RESOLVED 20/069 – that the Parish Council confirm the bank reconciliation of cashbook and 
bank accounts dated 3rd February 2021.  
 
Training 
RESOLVED 20/070 that the Parish Council supported the Clerk’s attendance on an on-line Cyber 
Awareness e-Course being run by SLCC at a cost of £58.80. 
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HIGHWAYS 
Cllr Rounthwaite reported that the proposed reduction in speed limits on the B5393 from Alvanley 
through to the A51 had now received support from Alvanley parish council – A joint letter from all 
affected parish councils has now been sent to Cllr Deynem who will take the proposals to CW&C.  
Cllr Deynem was asked to feedback at the next meeting.  
 
Cllr Rounthwaite reported that following the last meeting he had been in touch with the police 
regarding an application of a joint funding initiative between the Police and Crime Commissioner’s 
fund – It had been confirmed that the Police and Crime Commissioner would contribute £1,000 
towards purchasing a SID machine for the Parish Council.  Cllr Rounthwaite confirmed he had 
applied, with the support of Cllr Deynem, to CW&C for a contribution from the member’s budget 
money towards the remaining cost of the machine. 
 
Cllr Rounthwaite had circulated three quotes he had received as follows: 
Message Maker - £2,946 
Traffic Technology - £3,206 
TWM Traffic Control System - £2,892 
 
All of these prices include VAT, which the PC will be able to claim back. 
 
Cllr Rounthwaite has asked CW&C for feedback on which of the proposed machines would meet 
their approval criteria. He is awaiting their response.  
 
RESOLVED 20/071 – that the Parish Council support the purchase of a SID machine. 
Cllr Varey sought clarification as to the annual maintenance costs – Cllr Rounthwaite undertook to 
check and report back. 
ACTION: Once purchased add the device to the asset register. 
 
COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
Bridging the Gap 
This seems to be quiet currently – Cllr Colville reported that volunteers who have a lot of contact 
with vulnerable people were now being invited to get their vaccination.  The Community 
Champion update would be received later in the week.  
 
OPAL Reach Trial Update 
Cllr Colville reported that following the last PC meeting the publication had been given to those 
receiving the assisted shopping service as well as some others using the telephone befriending 
service. The majority of people who have received it would like to continue receiving it.  
 
Facebook Group Consultation Feedback 
As instructed at the last PC Meeting a consultation process on whether people would find a 
dedicated parish council Facebook Group useful took place. The consultation was posted on 
NextDoor and on Facebook itself.  
 
Next Steps - The result of the consultation shows that the majority of those responding would 
value and use the group if it was maintained and updated regularly. As such, it was proposed that 
the Parish Council maintain the group and develop it moving forward.  
At the moment the Clerk is having to use her personal Facebook account to administer the group.  
This is not ideal, and the Parish Council should have a specific account that can be used for this 
purpose, both to protect the Clerk from potential issues down the line but also so that more 
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people can act as administrators to the group as personnel changes occur (both councillors and 
the clerk).   
 
ACTION: Therefore, the Clerk to pursue with Facebook the creation of a generic account that can 
be used to administer the group.  Once set up and active the logon details for that account can be 
shared with those who will act as administrators.   
ACTION The existing group to be given a facelift and all outdated material to be removed and 
the content updated to make it relevant and accurate.  A link to the Facebook Group to be added 
to the PC Website and the group to be promoted on NextDoor. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
Flooding 
Following the Environment Agency discussion earlier in the meeting.  
 
The Parish Council recognised the Scouts who, it was reported, had been out supporting the 
community on the night of the event.  Cllr Varey was asked to contact the scout leader for more 
information so that the council could agree a way to thank them. 
 
RESOLVED 20/072 unanimously to support as appropriate a donation of £10 per head together 
with a £100 donation to the Scout Club. 
 
It was highlighted how useful ‘Nextdoor’ was following the event, residents used it to put out 
appeals for help and responses were received quickly.  Residents approached the PC to set up an 
Emergency Relief Fund. This has been setup, as of tonight the fund stands at £5,495 plus £410 in 
cheques/cash – the target is £7,550.  The Shop is looking to call an extraordinary AGM meeting to 
approve a donation.  Cllr Varey made the point that there needs to be a huge thankyou to the 
community that have supported the relief fund.  
 
Cllr Colville has also put in an application to the Police and Crime Commissioners Safer 
Communities fund for a £1,000 grant and hopes that this will be successful.  
 
Cllr Dossett has also done an interview for the local radio (Dee Radio) – the Parish Council 
thanked Cllr Dossett for raising the Flood Relief Fund profile on the radio.  
 
Cllr Colville reported that the primary purpose of the fund is to provide support to residents who 
have been worst affected.  Only items/services not covered by insurance can be claimed for and 
evidence will be required.  A sub-committee will be established to decide how much to award for 
each application. It will contain independent voices to ensure there is as much impartiality as 
possible given the timeframes and logistics. Consideration will be given to this being spent on 
purchases of equipment and measures to mitigate the effect of future flooding in the parish. 
 
The sub-committee will consist of eight members and will be constituted as a sub-committee of 
the parish council. Its membership was agreed as:  
 4 parish councillors – Jane Colville to Chair 
 1 church representative 
 Our ex ward councillor 
 Richard or Lynn May (Ex residents)  
 1 other – it was suggested to approach Garry Charnock [ex resident] 
 
ACTION: Cllr Deynem to circulate previous CW&C flooding review meeting information.  
ACTION: Cllr Colville to approach Garry Charnock to ask if he would sit on the panel. 
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Cllr Varey reported that he had requested CW&C undertake urgent road sweeping on Pentre Lane, 
Shay Lane, Pentre Close, Gongar Lane, Church Road and Peel Crescent and that all drains & 
gullies within the village be thoroughly cleared. 
  
Following hearing nothing from CW&C, Cllr Varey had recently contacted Andrew Lewis (Chief 
Executive of CW&C) and has received a response. Cllr Varey has undertaken to keep Mr Lewis 
updated on the progress of this work.  
 
RESOLVED 20/073 - The Parish Council agreed to earmark £2,000 towards future 
defence/mitigation of flooding within the Ashton Hayes area.  
 
Dog Fouling Consultation Feedback 
It was reported following a recent consultation on Nextdoor and Facebook that there was no 
agreed conclusion to the consultation and therefore a question was asked as to how to progress 
this forward.   
ACTION: Review at the next meeting. 
 
Hedges & Footpaths around the Village 
Cllr Varey reported that the hedges report on Nextdoor (as agreed at the last meeting) was not 
sent out due to the recent flooding.  It was agreed to publish something in the next Around 
Ashton as that is coming up. 
 
Cllr Dossett reported that he has been recently reviewing the hedges on the west end of the 
village – he has also been thinking about the criteria and his thoughts were along the lines of can 
a pram be pushed along the footpath or where the footpath is normally wide enough, can two 
people walk side by side without obstruction.  Using these criteria, several hedges need either a 
slight trim or a serious cutback to allow them to be passable.   
ACTION: Cllr Rounthwaite agreed to review the east side of the village. 
 
Cllr Deynem suggested that the Parish Council speaks to the relevant person at CW&C to ask that 
they send out letters to residents who refuse to cut their hedges back to ask them to cut their 
hedges.  CW&C can then enforce the requirement if required.   
ACTION: Cllr Dossett to contact CW&C for advice as to the way forward and to report back at the 
next meeting. 
 
Woodland in the Cheshire Area  
The parish council has received a communication from the CW&C Total Environment Team in 
partnership with the Mersey Forest involving a project called Trees for Climate.   
ACTION: Cllr Dossett suggested that he with Cllr Craven review what is being proposed, follow 
up queries with CW&C and come back with a recommendation to the next meeting.   
 
RESILIENCE EMERGENCY PLAN 
Cllr Varey, Cllr Colville, Cllr Pilott and Cllr Farrall met following the flooding in January. The group 
have put a proposal together on how the Resilience Plan can be reviewed and  overhauled. 
 
Format proposed to be 3 standalone publications including  
- Part A [an easy to read public/resident version],  
- Part B [An Operational Guide for those involved in rolling things out at the time]  
- Part C containing the several elements of background evidence and all other relevant information 
not included in Parts A and B but of relevance.  
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ACTION: This format was agreed and the group will now push on and make the changes 
required. 
 
GOLDEN LION  
Cllr Whitelock-Wainwright reported that following a recent meeting of the Golden Lion Group they 
were looking for a steer from the Parish Council as to whether there is an official process for the 
Parish Council to apply for a Public Work’s Loan and what is the process. 
 
Cllr Deynem requested that the Parish Council discuss and consider the feasibility of supporting 
the Community Benefit Society with a Public Works Loan.  It was pointed out by the Parish Council 
that several questions and criteria had put to the GL working group previously (via email March 
2020) in order for a Public Works Loan to be considered further.  
ACTION: Prior to the next Parish Council Meeting Cllr Deynem to provide a report for 
consideration at the next meeting which addresses the above questions.   
 
AROUND ASHTON 
The deadline for submissions for the next edition is early March. To date there will be pieces on: 

 Hedges 
 Census 2021 
 Dog’s on Leads on Farmland 
 Opal Reach 
 Flood Relief Fund 
 Flooding 
 Obituary for a well-known resident of Ashton Hayes. It was agreed that a ‘signpost’ be 

included in Around Ashton to direct those interested to the Church website where the 
obituary sits currently. 

 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
It was reported that the date and time of the next virtual meeting was Monday 8th March 2021 at 
7.15pm via Zoom. 
 
The meeting closed at 22.15 
 
Signed:............................................................... Dated:............................................... 


