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ASHTON HAYES and HORTON-cum-PEEL  
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday 11th January 2021 at 7.15pm, Virtual Meeting via Zoom.  
 

MINUTES 
 

Present: Cllr I Dossett – Chairperson Cllr J Whitelock-Wainwright 
 Cllr P Varey 

Cllr J Colville 
Cllr E Farrall 
Cllr B Craven 

 Cllr D Rounthwaite 
Cllr J Lutton 
Cllr S Pilott 

Cllr H Deynem (Ward Councillor) 
 

   
Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey Members of the public: 0 

 
APOLOGIES  
Cllr Kinsey sent his apologies due to commitments. 
 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  
Cllr Rounthwaite declared an interest in the Ashton Lane Junction with the A51 due to an incident 
involving a family member.  
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Slurry on Shay Lane.  
Cllr Rounthwaite reported that he had been speaking to a resident who wished to make it clear 
that slurry running onto Shay Lane was not his – it was a farmer further away from Shay Lane 
and the slurry had travelled through the ditching structure across the fields.  
 
Superfast Broadband – a resident had questioned why the Parish Council did not get involved with 
Superfast Broadband for the area – Cllr Rounthwaite confirmed it was up to individuals to apply 
for superfast broadband not for the Parish Council to campaign for. Also, the Parish Council has 
been supporting the recent initiatives to provide Gigabit broadband. 
 
Sign at Andrews Wood – Cllr Rounthwaite reported that he had been speaking to someone about 
the wording of the sign at Andrews Wood as he would like a copy. Unfortunately, the sign had 
disappeared, and he asked if anyone could remember the wording; something along the lines of 
“This wood is not a footpath, but the landowner allows you to walk through at your own risk and 
takes no liability”.  Cllr Rounthwaite undertook to speak to the owners of Andrews Wood. 
 
Accident at Ashton Lane End with signs that have been damaged – it was reported that there had 
been another accident at Ashton Lane End – the person involved was looking for witnesses.  Cllr 
Deynem confirmed that the damaged signs have been reported together with the streetlights. 
 
Dog Poo – It was reported that both the ‘cut through’ between Peel Crescent and West End and 
the path from the end of Whitegate Lane to the recreation field are hot spots for dog waste.  
Discussion included a suggestion of fitting cameras to monitor these areas. The number of signs 
has been increased dramatically and the issue publicised extensively.  It was decided to consult 
residents to see what further actions they felt would be appropriate moving forward. 
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ACTION – Nextdoor/Facebook – Posts to explore the option for next steps with residents. 
ACTION – Cllr Deynem added that there may be stronger signage that could be used – he will 
check with Kelsall Parish Council as to past action they took and its impact. 
 
Footpath on Church Road – Cllr Whitelock-Wainwright reported that the footpath on Church Road 
opposite the school has become treacherous due to mud and leaves. The affected area runs from 
the beginning of the path at the Nursery and down past the village Hall. 
ACTION: Report to CWaC - HW295069691 
 
Loud Bangs being heard in the village  
Several residents have contacted the Parish Council to complain about loud occasional bangs each 
day that come from Tarvin Sand Fisheries. The cause has been identified as a bird scarer device 
used to deter Cormorants.   The noise has been reported by several residents as it is scaring 
people’s dogs and causing a nuisance.  Cllr Farrell has spoken to the owner of Tarvin sands who 
had taken some action in turning the device round to reduce the noise coming towards Ashton. 
ACTION: Suggest monitoring over the next few weeks and review at the next meeting to see if it 
needs reporting to Environmental Health. 
 

Hedges & Footpaths 
A resident reported difficulty with overgrown hedges and soil encroaching on to the footpaths and 
making them narrower.  This is an issue at several locations around the village. On Ashton Lane 
between the Ashton Hayes flowerbed and heading down to Farrells, the verge now takes up half 
the pavement and when the hedge grows, it forces you into the road. The small pavement 
between Kelsall Lane and the A54 needs clearing and both sides of it needs a good cut back. The 
pavement on Ashton Lane by the Playing field is also becoming narrow due to verge 
encroachment. There is also a large Fir tree hedge that is almost filling 1/2 of the pavement 
between Brookside and Peel Crescent on the corner on which there is sometimes a car parked 
which makes it difficult to get past.  The footpath opposite the nursery (on Church Road) is also 
very narrow with the hedge overhanging the path by up to 18 inches further reducing the width. 
CWaC have confirmed to Cllr Deynem that the delay in Siding/’Cutting in’ of footpaths is due to 
reduced staffing regarding Covid-19.   
ACTION: Respond to resident that the paths issue has been report to CWaC and we have been 
working with them for a few months.  The delay is across CWaC not just within Ashton Hayes.  
ACTION: Suggested the parish council speak directly with the owners of overgrown hedges and 
the properties that they affect and put a spreadsheet together with completed/resolved etc – 
circulate the list as it currently stands.  
 
Flooding on Gongar Lane – Cllr Deynem confirmed that the flooding outside the Motor Museum on 
Gongar Lane is being caused by a ditch that has not been maintained appropriately, which means 
that water is continuously running across the road and making it icy during the cold spells we 
have recently experienced.  This has now been reported to CWaC. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.    
RESOLVED 20/058 – the Chairman signed the minutes as a true and correct record of the 
meeting held on 14th December 2020. 
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ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING 
 
Action List Update:- 
 
Register Parish Rooms with Land Registry - Cllr Pilott has reviewed the application and completed 
as far as she can.  There needs to be a valuation undertaken and then the fees sent to the land 
registry office.  
ACTION – Cllr Lutton to arrange a quote for a Valuation. 
ACTION – Following a zoom meeting of the sub group bring an update with regards to the 
valuation and further action re registration of the Rooms to the next meeting  
 
Community Resilience Plan – The Community Resilience plan has been forwarded to Cllr Pilott and 
Cllr Farrell for review – next step is to have a ‘zoom meeting’ to discuss further.  Include Cllr Varey 
to help.  Provide Progress report to next meeting. 
 
AHSRA – Cllr Colville reported that she had circulated a report prior to the meeting with regards to 
AHSRA and the PC Heads of Agreement review. It was recommended that this happen after 
AHSRA have greater clarity about matters relating to past agreements and their relevance.  
 
CWaC Maintenance Schedule – Cllr Deynem reported he now has a meeting with CWaC in relation 
to the way the footpaths and highways maintenance schedules are pulled together and what 
criteria are used. The meeting is scheduled for 25th January.  
 
Closed Footpath off Ashton Lane – Cllr Deynem has chased Enforcement and they will provide an 
update within the next week.  
 
Delamere Road – Reported to CWaC 17th September 2020 (HW251060935) still no action 
undertaken – Cllr Craven to forward information to Cllr Deynem for escalation. 
 
Old Lane – Reported to CWaC on 23rd November 2020 (HW270442691) still no action undertaken 
– Cllr Craven to forward information to Cllr Deynem for escalation. 
 
Mud on pavement outside playing field – This was a result of the hedge cutting. Cllr Colville 
confirmed that the hedge on that side of the entrance to the field was still owned by Mr Lewis - 
Cllr Deynem undertook to speak directly with landowner.  
 
Wildflower Group – Cllr Dossett confirmed he had forwarded the request for a proposal to develop 
a wildflower walking pack to the Wildflower Group and they are now working on a draft.  
 
Draft a Joint letter to CWaC re speed reduction – Cllr Rounthwaite confirmed a letter had been 
drafted to send to Cllr Deynem – Cllr Rounthwaite is waiting for Alvanley to respond. 
 
Completed actions since the last meeting were as follows: 
 Approve all invoices for payment since last meeting. 
 Submit planning response to 20/04641/CAT 
 Provide Tim William’s contact details at CWaC to Cllr Dossett 
 Contact CWaC Planning Department re determination of Timadon (Officers Report) – check 

what is happening with the kennels. 
 Provide Rob Boulton’s contact details to Cllr Rounthwaite 
 Provide amendments to the Climate Emergency Response 
 Submit Climate Emergency Response on behalf of the Parish Council 
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 Pavements on Pentre Close – report to CWaC - Cllr W-W to provide information and pictures – 
reported to CWaC - HW294429339 

 CWaC Planning Department re consistent consideration of Neighbourhood Plan – has been 
reported and awaiting a response from CWaC 

 Email Tarvin & Kelsall PC’s with update following joint meeting. 
 
Royal Mail Change of Village Name - “Ashton Hayes” as an address rather than Ashton – Cllr 
Colville reported that in 2004 (the days of Chester City Council) this was proposed and agreed but 
seems not to have been finalised and implemented.  It now needed a letter from CWaC in support 
of the name change to go with the other letters of support to the Royal Mail before a consultation 
process can be undertaken. Cllr Deynem confirmed that he had secured a promise from CWaC to 
provide the letter asap. 
 
Ashton Hayes Primary School – it was recently asked if it was possible for the Parish Council to 
consider supporting the PTFA with a grant. Following a discussion, it was felt that supporting a 
specific project, which chimed with PC interests and priorities, would be preferable to a general 
donation. 
 
Cllr Varey and Cllr Lutton declared an interest in the Primary School and undertook to abstain from 
making any comments and being involved in any votes regarding this matter.  
 
ACTION: Cllr Dossett will contact the PTFA to ascertain which project they would like the PC to 
support. 
 
GOLDEN LION  
Cllr Deynem reported that the application for the relisting of the Asset of Community Value is still 
current and rests with CWaC. They have a couple of questions that they would like further 
clarification with.  Unfortunately, due to the impact of COVID on council resources it is likely that 
they will move back the decision date that was due to be Friday 15th January.  Cllr Deynem 
confirmed he had agreed to this delay following a telephone call he had received from CWaC 
subject to a meeting to arrange for the questions they have to be discussed.  Cllr Deynem is 
hopeful at the meeting that they would be able to design and build a more collaborative approach 
to the whole programme and get CWaC firmly on board with the whole process in relation to the  
registration and finally to the compulsory purchase of the Golden Lion.   
 
Cllr Deynem also reported that there was a Committee Steering Group Meeting booked for 18th 
January and all of this will be discussed in relation to the Golden Lion Project.  
 
PLANNING 
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 4th January 2021.  
 
It was noted that the following applications had been determined since the last meeting: 
20/04018/FUL – 27 Brookside, Ashton Hayes, CH3 8BZ – Approved 
 
It was reported that the following planning applications had been submitted to CWaC: 
20/03534/FUL – 4 Gladstone Barns – Response submitted in support of application. 
20/04076/FUL – 5 Gladstone Barns – Response submitted in support of application. 
20/04344/FUL - Knightswood – a neutral response submitted.  
20/04641/CAT - Rowan on Shay Lane – Response submitted in support of application. 
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Enforcement 
Development at Gladstone Barns – Cllr Deynem reported that as part of this development a new 
access into the agricultural field was created – however a dropped curbed had not been installed – 
Cllr Deynem sought clarification as if the new field entrance should be dropped. 
ACTION: Cllr Dossett to seek clarification with Planning Department 
 
Knightswood – it was reported that low-level lights along the driveway had been installed. 
ACTION: Cllr Craven to take picture of lights 
ACTION: Clerk to report to Enforcement. 
 
ACCOUNTS 
Cashbook  
RESOLVED 20/059 that the Cashbook and Out-turn documents dated 3rd January 2021 be 
approved. 
 
RESOLVED 20/060 – that the council accept the expenditure presented to the meeting for 
approval as set out below: 
 
To whom paid Details Amount 
Clerk’s Salary Tax Point 10 £452.47 
Clerk’s Expenses  £21.10 
Name.com Annual Domain Name Renewal £8.63 
Gardening Club  £168.30 

 
Bank Reconciliation 
RESOLVED 20/061 – that the Parish Council confirm the bank reconciliation of cashbook and 
bank accounts dated 3rd January 2021.  
 
Churchyard Grant  
RESOLVED 20/062 to submit a Churchyard Grant Application on behalf of St John the Evangelist 
Church, Ashton Hayes for £1,600.00 to cover costs towards the churchyard maintenance. 
 
Budget for 2021-22 
The budget was reviewed and the Parish Council RESOLVED 20/063 unanimously to accept the 
budget for 2021-22 of £18,518 as set out below:- 
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Precept for 2021-22 
RESOLVED 20/064 unanimously to request a precept level of £17,434, which is an increase of 
2.9% on the precept for 2021-22. 
 
AHSRA – Cllr Colville sought confirmation that the Parish Council were prepared to continue 
paying the Charges to AHSRA given the impact of the ongoing pandemic and significant 
reductions in the AHSRA income with the same level of expenditure being required.  The Parish 
Council confirmed that they would continue paying the Charges to AHSRA but that in the longer 
term this would be included in the work of the review of the Heads of Agreement between the 
two parties.  
 
Cllr Deynem left the meeting. 
 
HIGHWAYS 
Cllr Rounthwaite reported that the Speed Monitoring outside the Golden Lion will not be 
happening due to current COVID lockdown restrictions.  
 
Cllr Rounthwaite reported that following the last meeting he had been in touch with the police 
regarding an application of a joint funding initiative between the Police and Crime Commissioners 
fund – which the Parish Council would match with £750. He would also approach Manley parish 
council to ask if they would also match fund with £750. 
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COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
Bridging the Gap  
Cllr Colville reported that both Cllr Colville and Cllr Varey attended the latest Community 
Champions zoom meeting.  She raised concern that the rates are currently rocketing with the 
number of people in hospital (Chester/Ellesmere Port) increasing from 100 to 258 since Christmas. 
Currently 61% of the beds in the Countess of Chester are occupied by COVID-19 patients.  
 
However - the Bridging the Gap services are relatively quiet – the shop is managing.  Telephone 
befriending is continuing, and the information board is being kept up to date. There are regular 
updates made to the NextDoor community and to the Parish COVID Dashboard on the website. 
 
Cllr Colville reported that OPAL have, since the first lockdown, produced a weekly newssheet 
known as OPAL Reach, which is sent to all its members, carers and volunteers. It has been well 
received and clearly makes a difference to the lives of those who are so restricted at this time. 
OPAL want to test out whether this publication might be something of value to others who might 
be alone, housebound and older and who are not connected to OPAL. We intend to trial this in our 
Parish and then if it were to be successful think about how it might be offered to other 
communities. 
 
We are also thinking of offering it to most of those who get the weekly shopping deliveries. It 
would go into their shopping bags and once they have received a couple of these issues and had 
chance to digest it, we would ask them if they wanted it on an ongoing basis. This would require 
more printing (although not a huge amount) and as with Around Ashton the Farrell’s Group have 
been very generous in meeting the printing costs of our OPAL Reach news sheets since March. It 
was proposed that any extra cost of this kind and any other additional cost such as postage 
occasioned through this initiative be met through the Bridging the Gap budget.  It was agreed that 
the Parish Council would support this.  
 
AHPC Facebook Group - It was confirmed that the clerk now has administration access to the 
parish council Facebook group and the Village Facebook group.  Cllr Varey sought clarification if 
the Parish Council would like to continue to use the Parish Council Facebook group.  
ACTION: Consult with residents via the village Facebook Group and Nextdoor asking if people 
would value a Parish Council specific Facebook group.  
 
Connection Fund -  
Local Connections Fund will be open to charities and interest groups that reduce social isolation – 
clarification was sought as to if any local groups are applying for this grant.  
 
Census – this will be coming up in March 2021.  The ONS and CWaC will be promoting the census 
between now and March.  Cllr Varey confirmed that information had already been added to the 
website, Facebook and Nextdoor. This will be updated as required. 
 
CWaC CONSULTATION 
Waste Consultation Meeting - Monday 25th January 
It was confirmed that Cllr Dossett and Cllr Varey were attending the Waste Consultation on behalf 
of the Parish Council. 
 
Environmental Strategy 
Cllr Dossett reported that CWaC are running a consultation for a new Environmental Management 
Strategy using an online questionnaire. The consultation will include: 
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 a review of the current Play Strategy 
 a Parks and Greenspaces Strategy 
 a Wildflower and Grassland Strategy. 

CWaC are interested to hear: 

 Suggestions for where wildflower meadows could be created on Council-owned and 
maintained green space or grassed areas in your community. 

Cllr Dossett urged residents, local groups and Parish Councils to submit responses. 
Cllr Dossett provided a draft response for the PC  
 
ACTION: All councillors to consider the draft and to advise Cllr Dossett of amendments to 
what is proposed prior to submission later in January. 
ACTION: A link to the consultation will be posted to the website, NextDoor and Facebook. 

 
AROUND ASHTON 
The deadline for submissions for the next edition is early March. To date there will be pieces on: 

 Dog Poo 
 Hedges 
 Census 2021 
 Wild Flowers 
 Keeping Dogs on Leads while walking across farmland containing animals. 

 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
It was reported that the date and time of the next virtual meeting was Monday 8th February 2021 
at 7.15pm via Zoom. 
 
The meeting closed at 21.24 
 
Signed:............................................................... Dated:............................................... 


