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ASHTON HAYES and HORTON-cum-PEEL  
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday 9th November 2020 at 7.15pm, Virtual Meeting via Zoom.  
 

MINUTES 
 

Present: Cllr J Colville  Cllr J Whitelock-Wainwright 
 Cllr I Dossett – Chairperson Cllr E Farrall 
 Cllr P Varey 

Cllr D Rounthwaite 
Cllr J Lutton 
Cllr S Pilott 

Cllr R Kinsey 
Cllr B Craven 
Cllr H Deynem 

   
Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey Members of the public: 2 

 
APOLOGIES  
No apologies were received.  
 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  
David Rounthwaite – due to close association with complainant. 
Cllr Varey & Lutton declared an interest due to links with the Primary School. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Mud on Old Lane – Cllr Craven reported that there was mud on the road.   
ACTION: Cllr Craven had reported to CWaC and undertook to provide details to the Clerk.  
 
Delamere Road – work reported on 18th September still has not been undertaken. 
ACTION: Cllr Craven undertook to send over the Report It numbers to the Clerk. 
 
Christmas Trees – the supplier is not supplying trees this year – he has however agreed to supply 
a tree for Ashton and Tarvin only.   
ACTION: Cllr Kinsey and Cllr Rounthwaite to arrange collection and delivery.  
 
Pavements in Pentre Close – Moss on footpath. 
ACTION: Cllr Whitelock-Wainwright to provide details and pictures for Clerk to report.  
 
Kelsall Road – a resident had asked that given how narrow Kelsall Road was, should it be one 
way?  Cllr Deynem confirmed that he would respond to the resident directly.   
ACTION: Pass email enquiry onto Cllr Deynem to respond.  
 
Ashton Hayes Primary School – the PTFA have asked if there was any possibility of a grant to 
assist them through these difficult times.  
ACTION: Carry forward to the next meeting whilst we await further information from PTFA.  
 
CWaC Budget Review Consultation  
ACTION: Cllr Colville to look at preparing a response and circulating around the Parish Council.  
 
Complaint raised by Mr R Lewis 
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The Chairman welcomed Mr R. Lewis to the meeting and outlined that he had been invited tonight 
to further explain his complaint as expressed in his letter to the PC of 31/10/2020. This follows on 
from an exchange of correspondence in January 2020. 
 
Mr Lewis stated that the causes of his concerns date back to 2008. They involve: 

 The circumstances around the purchase of the field. Mr Lewis has contacted other bodies 
on this matter 

 Potential breaches of covenants specified in the original purchase agreement regarding the 
use of the playing field/pavilion  

 Potential breaches of conditions specified in the original purchase agreement regarding re-
valuations of the property 

 
Mr Lewis reported he was glad that so many residents had enjoyed using the field after he sold it, 
and that the AHSRA Trustees have worked very hard on it and it looks immaculate most of the 
time.   
 
Following Mr Lewis’s statement Cllr Dossett asked a number of questions on behalf of the PC as 
follows: 

Q - Which of the covenants did Mr Lewis feel had been breached, by when and whom?   
A - Mr Lewis responded to confirm that he felt that the construction of a carbon neutral 
building for business purposes was a breach of covenants. 
 
Q - What makes you think that a planning application for residential development submitted in 
respect of this site would have any greater chance of approval now than prior to the land 
being sold in 2011?  
A – Mr Lewis feels that currently planning would not be possible, however in the future there 
may be a possibility, and this would be in breach of the covenant.   
 
Q - It was reported that Mr Lewis had referred to being informed that the field was worth £9 
million in one of his letters.  Clarification as to where this figure comes from was sought.   
A – Mr Lewis confirmed that people within the village with some experience, had indicated 
those sorts of potential values.   
 
Q - What are you looking to achieve from the Parish Council? 
A – Firstly Mr Lewis confirmed the first part of the complaint is being addressed with other 
parties?  
- Secondly, Mr Lewis sought clarification as to whether it was the Parish Council or AHSRA 
who needed to be contacted with regards to his remaining concerns.  As he believed that it 
was the Parish Council “Carbon Neutral Pavilion”, and as the Parish Council bought the field 
from Mr Lewis he had brought his complaint/concerns to the Parish Council first.   
- He would like to reach agreement with the Parish Council to arrange for a valuation by an 
independent surveyor for the value of the land on which the building stands. 

 
The Chair clarified for Mr Lewis, that when the Parish Council had responded previously in their 
letter the wording was precise in stating that if Mr Lewis believed there had been any illegal 
activity then this should be taken up with the police.  The Parish Council have not stated that they 
believe there has been any illegal activity. 
 
Mr Lewis left the meeting.  
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ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.    
RESOLVED 20/044 – the Chairman signed the minutes as a true and correct record of the 
meeting held on 12th October 2020. 
 
ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING 
 
Action List Update:- 
 Cllr Deynem reported that there was no progress regarding the Milestone between Ashton & 

Mouldsworth which needs repair and reinstating – Cllr Deynem may use ward members 
budget to get this repaired.  

 Parking at the school bus stop – Cllr Rounthwaite has not seen the car parked at the bus stop 
since the last meeting.  Cllr Dossett commented that it was there recently, Cllr Rounthwaite 
undertook to follow this up after this meeting.  

 Parking on West End – Cllr Dossett has contacted CWaC to find out what options exist for 
parking in West End.  

 Overgrown Hedges & Verges – Cllr Deynem reported that he had raised this as a Ward 
Councillor case.  Cllr Deynem reported that CWaC were sowing wildflowers on the verges and 
therefore the maintenance schedule is not how it was last year.  CWaC were therefore 
reluctant to provide a maintenance schedule for the seasons.  Cllr Deynem has escalated this 
as he feels it is important for Parish Councils and residents to understand when they can 
expect maintenance to be undertaken.   

 The narrowing footpath between the new barn conversions and the parking bay opposite the 
nursery – Cllr Deynem to chase getting the sidings cut to widen the footpath.  

 Traffic Monitoring – Cllr Rounthwaite confirmed that there will be a speed monitoring event 
next week outside the Golden Lion.  Cllr Rounthwaite also confirmed that the 20mph Traffic 
Monitoring Reports would be shared with the Parish Council once they were available.  

 Ashton Lane Footpath – the footpath has been requested to be reopened by Dave Reeves 
from CWaC and it will go to enforcement if it is not reopened.  It was being reviewed and 
monitored by CWaC. 
 

Completed actions since the last meeting were as follows: 
 Approve all invoices for payment 
 Dog Fouling Signs – Cllr Rounthwaite confirmed that the post and sign had been installed. 
 Report possible Travellers site on A54 to Enforcement 
 Private signage on Duck Lane - removal 
 Submit Planning Responses 
 Organise a Joint Meeting with Kelsall & Tarvin PC 
 Contact Kelsall PC re layby on A54 
 Virtual Zoom meeting re budget 
 Flu Jab Flyer to be delivered via shopping deliveries and NextDoor 
 Firework information posted on NextDoor re caring for animals 
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PLANNING 
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 28th October 2020.  
 
It was noted that the following applications had been determined since the last meeting: 
 
20/02445/FUL - Timadon had been withdrawn – new application 20/03800/FUL has been 
submitted.  Cllr Dossett & Cllr Farrall to review.  
 
It was reported that the following planning applications had been completed by CWaC:- 
20/02816/FUL – Kelvin View - Approved 
20/03099/FUL – Dunham Barn terrace – Approved 
 
Cllr Dossett reported that he had attended a CHALC event with Robert Charnley, Head of Planning 
for CWaC where he reported upon the Planning Reform Consultation.  Cllr Dossett had circulated 
the slides from the event to all Parish Councillors for information.  
 
ACCOUNTS 
Cashbook  
RESOLVED 20/045 that the Cashbook and Out-turn documents dated 28th October 2020 be 
approved. 
 
RESOLVED 20/046 – that the council accept the income of £4.56 from interest in September 
2020. 
 
RESOLVED 20/047 – that the council accept the expenditure presented to the meeting for 
approval as set out below: 
 
To whom paid Details Amount 
Clerk’s Salary Tax Point 8 £452.47 
Clerk’s Expenses  £19.75 
St Johns PCC Grant for Grounds Maintenance £500.00 

 
ACTION: Cllr Craven agreed to request an invoice from the PCC for the church grounds 
maintenance grant. 
 
Bank Reconciliation 
RESOLVED 20/048 – that the Parish Council confirm the bank reconciliation of cashbook and 
bank accounts dated 1st November 2020.  
 
Budget Review for 2021-22 
RESOLVED 20/049 – that the Parish Council approve the presented draft Budget for 2021-22 
with proposed Precept increase of 2%. 
 
Salary Review 
RESOLVED 20/050 – that the Parish Council approve the Salary Review for 2021-22. 
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HIGHWAYS 
Cllr Rounthwaite reported that SID will be coming back w/c 23rd November once the speed 
monitoring exercise at the Golden Lion has finished.   
 
Speed limits between Ashton & Alvanley (B5393) - it was reported that Alvanley & Mouldsworth 
Parish Councils were seeking to change to a standardised 30mph limit through the villages and 
40mph between the villages rather than the current mixture of speed limits.  Ashton Hayes and 
Horton-cum-Peel confirmed agreement of 30mph through villages (except the areas that are 
already 20mph) and then 40mph at the end of each 30mph limit until you came into another 
village. It was suggested that this be started from A54, also include Dark Ark Lane & Kelsall Road 
& Gongar Lane. 
 
ACTION: It was agreed that Cllr Rounthwaite should contact the other Parish Councils to confirm 
that Ashton Hayes and Horton cum Peel Parish Council were in agreement with this proposal and 
feedback to the next Parish Council Meeting.   
 
JOINT PC MEETING 
Cllr Dossett reported upon a joint meeting with Tarvin & Kelsall Parish Councils to look at 
Travellers Sites.  Tarvin Parish Council have since circulated to Cllr Dossett their response to CWaC 
regarding a planning application in their parish.   
ACTION: Clerk to send email details of Rob Charnley, Head of Planning to Cllr Dossett. 
 
COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
Bridging the Gap  
Cllr Varey & Cllr Colville are both Community Champions and are working together with regards to 
Bridging the Gap.  Cllr Colville reported that she has approximately 20 volunteers available for 
activities other than shop related duties including:   
 
 Emotional support – Church & Timebank are set up to provide emotional support with Bridging 

the gap also providing this to those who need it. 
 Two gatekeepers for new referrals  are in place as before   
 Book Loan Service – in conjunction with Timebank is being reviewed and there will be a  

report at the next meeting.  
 
Cllr Colville reported that they are looking at how we best communicate with people.  Cllr Varey 
reported on a COVID Dashboard for the PC website that he was in the process of developing at 
the moment. This will have the most up to date information and appropriate links.  Cllr Varey 
confirmed that he may need to change the theme of the Parish Website – he will let the Parish 
Council see screenshots prior to making the changes. 
 
Cllr Varey also reported that the Ashton Hayes Facebook Group page for the village are looking for 
a Parish Councillor to have admin status on this site so that they can post PC related news.   
 
Cllr Colville – asked about taking over one of the noticeboards for COVID-19 use – it was agreed 
that the noticeboard outside the community shop could be used if the Parish Council could include 
the PC Agenda on the WI noticeboard.  
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Consideration of potential new initiatives  
Cllr Colville reported that Helen Anderson has come up with the idea of scenes using white light 
around the village in January.  The Parish Council were in support of this initiative. Cllr Colville will 
check with Helen as to what support is required. 
 
Rural Broadband Update 
Cllr Varey reported that a company had contacted the parish council regarding installing Gigabit 
fibre to the premises (FTTP). The company, Gigaloch, specialise in providing Gigabit Fibre 
installations in rural communities.  They are about to begin installing the fibre backbone around 
the local villages within the next month or so.  Preliminary installation work began on 7th 
November.  Every user gets 1 Gigabit download.  They are offering free Gigabit broadband to all 
community buildings for life (School, Village Hall, Pavilion, Parish Rooms, St. Johns Church).  All 
residents are able to have the service installed free of charge with the first 12 months of service 
also free of charge and the price after that fixed at £35 per month for 5 years.  
 
GOLDEN LION  
Cllr Deynem reported that the ACV has been submitted. A further question had been received 
from CWaC asking for information on social benefits and value. This had been responded to. The 
application is being collated and will be returned shortly.  The group has met a couple of times 
over the last couple of months – looking at re-writing the business plan to particularly look at the 
impact of COVID-19 on the plan.  As soon as they have a response about the ACV submission, 
they will let the Parish Council know.  Cllr Deynem was asked to copy their ACV submission to the 
Parish Council, which he agreed to do. 
 
Cllr Deynem left the meeting. 
 
AROUND ASHTON 
Golden Lion 
Bridging the Gap  
Highways 
Rural Broadband 

Drones 
White Light Scenes in January 
Budget and Precept for 2021-22 

 
Submissions for next Around Ashton – beginning of December 
 
Residents and Cllr Rounthwaite left the meeting. 

PART 2 
COMPLAINT 
 
A summary of the information with regards to the complaint received was circulated around the 
Parish Council and discussed. It was agreed to send additional information out to relevant Parish 
Councillors for review. A response to the complainant would be drafted by the Chairman.  
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
It was reported that the date and time of the next virtual meeting was Monday 14th December 
2020 at 7.15pm via Zoom. 
 
The meeting closed at 21.34 
 
Signed:............................................................... Dated:............................................... 


